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The Covncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 17th February, 1114'), at 11 a. in., being the first 
day of the First Session of lt)4o, pursuant to section of the (jlovern- 

irient of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aiiditl Hamid Ciiowdhury, 
j.p.) \\as in the chair. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Drder, order. In view of the absence of 
the Honourable President very likely for the major ])art of tliis Session, 
the duty of presiding over the dtdiberalions of this House lias devolved upon 
me. T take this opportunity of extending my hearty welcome to you all. 
I do hope that 1 shall re(‘eive your full (’Ti-oiieratiou in conducting the 
business of the House and in maintaining order and disci]>line. 

War Situation. 

Honourable members of the Council, since we'disjiersed in October last, 
several important developments which have taken place in regard to the war 
situation on all fronts have brought victory for tlie Fnited Nations not only 
within sight but also within their grasp as it were. The unity and 
co-ordination achieved by the Big Three among the Allies in evolving 
military stiategy and the weight of vast equipments and ammunitions 
mobilised in the execution of those plans have rudely shakmi up the (ienuaii 
miliUiry machine. The myth about*the inviolability of the (icrmanic Father- 
land which hitherto inspired the fierman rank and file in carrying on the war 
with a (.'rusader’s zeal has already be(*n shattered. The crack in the morale 
of the peo])le of (jermany is already in evidence. 

On the South-East Asiatic Front, too, the situation is no less eiu'ouraging 
and hopeful for the Allies. Nearer home, the North-Eastern Frontier of 
India has been cleared of the Japs. Akyab is once again under British 
l)o^session ; Manipur area has been sw^ej)! clean of Jaj) intrud<*rs; the Stillwadl 
Boad which was opened recently has been serving as The direct land-route 
between India and China for transporting vast (juantities of wmr materials. 
All these have facilitated a rapid advance in the direction of the re-conquest 
of Burma. 

On the Far-Eastern Front, General McArthur has driven the Japs from 
Manila and also freed the major jiart of the IMiillipine islands. Tokyo is 
being frequently pounded by American superfortresses, thereby enabling the 
Japs to have a foretaste of things to come at a not very distant future. 

With the war situation gradually liquidating in a manner favourable 
to them, the Allied Powers have started seriously considering various plans 
for establishing a sound and stable iieace all over the world oji the basis of 
the principles envisaged in the Atlantic Charter. India has contributed 
handsomely in men and money towards successful prosecution of the war 
and her share of sufferings and sacrifices incidental to the war have not been 
lesser than those of most of the units constituting the Fnited Nations group. 
Therefore, she naturally expects that the gallant part played by her nationals 
in the war would receive due recognition at the hands of the victorious Allies 
and all her hopes and aspirations shall find fulfilment at no distant date. 
Let us hope that unending prosperity is the destiny of our great Motherland ! 
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Obituary References. 

Ladies and gentlemen, before taking up the Order Paper for to-day, the 
Chair deems it to be its melancholy duty to make a brief reference to the 
demise of two illustrious personages of international eminence: I mean 
M. Remain Holland and Sir Arthur Eddington, 

(i) Romain Rolland. 

Though a Frenchman by birth, Romain Rolland was above race and 
colour. * ‘There is neither East nor West for the naked soul. The whole 
world is its home” said M. Romain Rolland. He imbibed the tenets of 
pacifism and fhe permanent fraternity of man from Tolstoy whom he 
ac(;e])ted as his spiritual guide. As a man of literature, Romain Holland’s 
position is no doubt undisnuted and universal. But he was far more 
eminent as a humanist and an Internationalist. 

A self-exile in Geneva since 1914, Romain Holland looked with intense 
pain at Europe, mad with blood-thirst and burning incense at the altar of 
force. He viewed with apprehension the crumbling edifice of European 
civilisation and warned the people of the world that the restrictive barriers 
of narrow nationalism must be shattered if a permanent security is to be 
built. But this preaching of the gospel'of Internationalism on his part was 
misconstrued by the war-mongers of Europe and he had eventually to pay 
the price for his idealism by spending the last few years of his life in a Nazi 
concentration camp. The fact that a high-souled man like Romain 
R(dland, who came to be regarded universally as the greatest force for the 
moral regeneration of the world, should pass away in a con(*entration camp 
furnished an eloquent commentary on the inglorious record of the Nazis 
about trampling under feet the highest ideals of man, namely, Liberty, 
Equality and Peace. 

We, Indians, have got special reasons to mourn the loss of this great 
savant. Romain Rolland was one of those few Westerners who understood 
and admired Indian culture and interpreted it to the rest of the world. His 
faith in the undying soul of India and his spiritual kinship with Rabindra- 
nath and other intellectual giants of India are too well-known to require 
mention. 

In his characteristic way Romain Rolland dedicated his study of Gandhiji 
“to the land of glory and servility — to the land of impermanent empires but 
of eternally glorious thoughts, to the peoples who bid defiance to Time — to 
renovated India.” 

Rolland wits a Nobel-Laureate in literature. But that was perhaps the 
most negligible of all his titles to remembrance. The unmistakable stamp 
of sincere humanity, undaunted heroism in the service of his fellow-men 
and an unconquerable faith in the freedom of all peoples were the noble 
traits of his great character. 

Romain Holland, friend of freedom, is name to conjure up a glorious 
vision before the dreaming hearts and to bring courage to the drooping 
spirit. 

The world is undoubtedly very much the poorer today by the passing 
away under tragic circumstances of this life-long votary of Peace and 
International fraternity. 

May his soul rest in peace! 

(ii) Sir Arthur Eddington.^ 

Sir Arthur Eddington, the w'orld-ren owned Astro-physicist and Director 
of the Cambridge Observatory, passed away a few weeks ago. The theory 
of the internal constitution of stars, ifs we understand it today, is the creation 
of Eddington. He also played a great part in spreading Einstein’s 
Generalised Theory of Relativity in the English-speaking countries. 
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In December, 1937, Eddington came out to India along with other British 
scientists on the occasion of the Jubilee celebration of the Indihn Science 
Congress. 

The death of a scientist of Sir Arthur’s eminence will be mourned by the 
scientific and noii-scientific world equally. 

May his soul rest in peace ! 

I would now request you, ladies and gentlemen, to rise in your places 
as a token of respect to the memory of the departed souls. 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

Condolence Resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Deputy President, Sir, it is my melancholy duty to rise to move a 
condolen(*e nvsolutiou on the death of one of our colleagues, a sitting member, 
Khaii Sahib Maulvi Abdul Aziz. Sir, the Khan Sahib was^ a remarkable 
man. 11c josc' from a very humble position. He was the l*resident of 
his own Union Board and the Chairman of the Debt Settlement Board. 
He was also a member of the Jessore Districl Board for 12 years and in 
that capacity did a lot of work in \he rural areas for the uplitt of the 
njasses. He established primary and high schools as well us a dispensary 
in his native village. He w’as a self-made man. Throughout the 4^ year# 
of his membership of this Council, he did not absent himself for a single 
day. He attended the Council every day in s])ite of his failing health for 
the last one year. He had a heart attack on one occasion when he fainted 
^\ithin the precincts of this House, but in spite of that he made it a point 
to attend the Council every day. We all mourn the loss of such a gentle- 
man, a man of amiaole disposition, of unostentatious habits. May his soul 
rest in peace ! 

I now move the resolution : This Council places on record its sense of 
soriow and loss at the demise of one of its sitting members, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Abdul Aziz, a remarkable gentleman of unostentatious habits with 
a strong sense of duty and discipline and a silent worker for the uplift of 
the masses. 

I hope. Sir, this resolution will be acc.epted by the House. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Resolution moved: That this Council 
places on record its sense of sorrow and loss at the demise of one of its 
sitting members, Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz, an amiable gentleman of 
unostentatious habits wdth a strong sense of duty and disci])line and a 
silent worker for the uplift of the masses. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, on behalf of the 
Congress Council Party, 1 associate myself with all that has fallen from the 
lips of the Hon’ble Leader of the House. I had occasion to know the 
Khan Sahib long before he entered this Council and 1 always found him a 
man of affable and genial temperament. So far as I know, he had no enemy 
here or outside. As a businessman, he rose from the ranks and made his 
position unique both in the business circle and outside. WHth these few 
words, I pray that his soul may rest in peace ! 

, 1 LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, on behalf of myself and on 
u 1 members belonging to the Party to which 1 have the honour 

I? ^ associate myself with dll that has fallen from the lips of the 

Hon ble Leader of the House. Although my acquaintance with the late 
Khan Sahib was slight, still from the little that I knew of him he struck 
me as a very good and kind man. Sir, I support the resolution. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDARS Sir, on behalf of my Party 1 support the 
resolution moved by the Hon’ble Leader of the House. 1 had occasion to 
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know the honourable member intimately, and 1 can say that he was really 
a great l(>ver ot his village and his district. He has left a record of good 
constructive work at his credit. He was a peace-loving man and a gentle- 
man in the truest sense of the term. By his death we have really lost a 
friend. With these tew words, 1 whole-heartedly support the resolution. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, *1 whole- 
heartedly support the con rl (deuce resolution moved by the Hon’ble Leader 
of the House on the sad d(*Tnise of Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz, a sitting 
member of Ihis House. Though I did not know much of him, yet I appre- 
ciate the services which ho rendered to his country and his community as 
a member of the Jessore District Board. He was an amiable gentleman 
and a pious Mussalman, and this is all the more reason that we should 
mourn his death. 

Mr. R. 8. PURS8ELL: Mr. Deputy President, on ])ehalf of myself ana 
the grou]) 1 re])resent in this House I beg to associate myself with the 
remarks of the HoiPble Iiead(‘r of tlie House and to extend our sympathy 
to the relatives of the late Khan Sahib. I support the resolution w’hich 
has been movc‘d. 

Mr. RUR AHMED: Mr. ])e))ut>’^ President, I wdiole-heartedly associate 
myself with wliat has fallen from th(‘ lips of the HoiTble Leader of the 
House about tip* late lamented Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. It is really very 
unfortunate that the Khan Sahib is no longer in our midst. I alw’ays 
found him to be* a man of amiable disj)osition. He has left a record of 
public service behind hiju and J think it will be our duty to emulate the 
same. .Prom a very humble beginning the late Khan Sahib rose to be a 
member (»f the T'pp(‘r House of this ])rovince by dint of solid service in 
the cause ol humanity. 1 deei)ly inourn his loss at fliis time and 1 again 
full-heart(‘dly su])])ort the rt‘solutioii which has been so ably moved by the 
Hon’ble Lt'ader of the* House. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 associate myself w'ith what has been stated 
by the h'aders of various ])arties who have spoken on this res(^lution, and 
1 wish that as a mark of respect to the memory of a sitting member the 
Houst‘ should be adjourned to-day without transacting any further 
business. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Before putting the questhm, I wish to 
say that 1 fully share the feeling of })rotound sorrow which has been so 
lovdngly expressed from dillerent sections of this House on the death of 
Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz and 1 join honourable members in oifering niy 
heartfelt symiftithy to the bereaved family in their grievous loss. The 
Khan Sahib was a stdf-made man. Starting his life from a very humble 
jiosition, h(‘ eventually rose to be a successful business man. The vast 
fortune amassed by him was spent on various philanthropic and humani- 
tarian activities. Mr. Moazzem AU Chaudhuri and myself met him only 
thive days Indore his death. In si)ite of his illness he was the same obliging 
and jovial person and when we took leave of him we never knew’ that we 
W’ere not going to meet him and enjoy the pleasure of his company again. 
A gentleman in the truest sense of the term, the Khan Sahib will be 
remembered by his friends, (*olleagues and admirers with profound respect, 
unassuming and unostentatious in his bearing, he lived the life of a true 
Mussalman. In his death 1 have personally lost a sincere well-wisher and 
a loving friend. 1 shall always gratefully remember his kindness to me 
on many occasions and even in the last discharge of his duty as a member 
of the Legislature he w’as all kindness and sympathy towards me. May 
God shower on him his choicest blessings and may his soul rest in peace! 

J shall now proceed to put the resolu^ipn wved by the Hou^ble lifader 
(>t the House, . v. . ^ . 
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‘‘This Council places on record its sense of sorrow and loss at the demise 
of one of its sitting members, Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz, an amiable gentle- 
man of unostentatious habits with a strong sense of duty and discipline and 
a silent worker for the uplift of the masses.” 

I would now request you. ladies and gentlemen, to rise in your places 
as a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased. 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

Thank you. It will be my duty to see that the message of condolence 
together with copies of the speeches made by the honourable members is 
sent to the members of the bereaved family. 

Order, order. I take it that it is the desire of the House, following the 
convention already created, to adjourn the meeting without transacting any 
further business. But there is one difficulty. Perhaps you have noticed 
that in the list of business there is one item — Presentation of the Budget — 
the date of which has been fixed by His Excellency the Governor. We 
cannot change the date and we are absolutely helpless in the matter. So, 
I propose that simply the Budget shall be presented and before proceeding 
with any other business of the House we may adjourn the House. 


Presentation of the Budget estimates for 1945-46. 

The Hon'die Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Deputy 
President, under the shadow of the death of one of the sitting members of 
the House I rise to present to the Bengal legislative Council the Budget 
Estimates for the year 1945-46. 

These estimates were presented to the other House yesterday and in the 
statement which I made on that occasion I reviewed in detail the financial 
re.sults of the working of the current year as well as of the Budget proposals 
for the coining year. In accordance with usual practice, copies of that 
statement have since been made available to Hon’ble Members for their 
convenience. With that statement before them, Hon’ble Members will, I 
feel, desire me to confine m^y observations in this House only to the more ^ 
prominent features of the Estimates. 

•When 1 jiresented the Budget for the current year in February last, 

1 anticipated a revenue deficit of 8 crores. Revised Estimates indicate that 
in spite of an improvement of 14 crores in revenue, the deficit will be 
8 crores higher. This is due to an increase in expenditure to the extent 
of 17 crores. 

Among the items responsible for the growth in revenue, tKe most 
important is a subvention of 7 crores from the Government of India. India 
have agreed to meet half the total expenditure incurred in the two years 
1943-44 and 1944-45 under the heads “Famine Relief”, “Rehabilitation” 
and “Loss on the sale of subsidised food”, subject to an overall limit of 10 
crores. Gut of this, 3 crores was adju.sted in the accounts for 1943-44 and 
the balance of 7 crores is to be received in the current year. 

The balance of the improvement in revenue is due principally to larger/ 
receipts under “Income-tax”, “Excise” and “Other Taxes and Duties”. 

As I explained in my last Budget statement before the House, intimation 
was received from the Government of India, after the Estimates had been 
sent to the Press, that the divisible pool of income-tax would be some 
6J crores greater than was originally anticipated. This meant that Bengal, 
whose share in the pool is 20 per cent., would receive an extra crore and 
ten lakhs in the current year. The Revised Estimates place these extra 
receipts at a crore and 56 lakhs. 

Under “Excise”, an increase of 2 \ crores has been secured by poilt- 
budgetary upgrading of rates of duty which has resulted in considerable 
enhancement of revenue from greatly reduced consumption of excisable 
articles. 
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Under “Other Taxes and Duties”, the total improvement is of the order 
of crore. Out of this, one orore is due to enhancement of the rates of 
Sales Tax and the balance is derived from larger receipts from Entertainment 
Tax, Betting Tax, Electricity Duty and Motor Spirit Sales Tax, partly 
oftset by reduction in yield from Raw Jute Tax. 

On the expenditure side, as I have already stated, there is a total increase 
of 17 crores. Out of this crores is due to larger provision for loss on 
the sale of subsidised food. The original estimate provided for a loss of 
6 crores. But this has gone up in the Revised Estimate to 13^^ crores, 
including nearly 6 crores on account of transactions in ^he preceding year 
which (jould not be adjusted in the accounts for 1943-44. The loss on 
account of transport and storage works out at 5 per cent, of stocks handled 
in the case of rail and steamer transport and 10 per cent, in the case of 
transport by country boats. The present estimates do not, of course, make 
any allowance for su'ch additional loss as may be incurred as a result of 
further devaluation of present stocks caused by reduction of the present 
selling prices. 

The next important contributory cause of increase is the post-budget 
liability of a crure and 80 lakhs on account of the programme of Rehabui- 
lation. This programme consists of the following items: — 

(1) excavation and re-excavation of derelict irrigation ^tanks; 

(2) execution of useful irrigation and drainage projects; 

(3) rehabilitation of artisans and craftsmen by the supply of tools, 

implements and raw materials at cost price or at concesssion 
rates; and 

(4) setting up of centralised destitutes’ homes and orphanages. 

The centralised destitutes’ homes provide remunerative occupation for 
the inmates and give them necessary training in various crafts so as to 
enable them to earn their own living independently in due course. 

The third item responsible for increased expenditure is the continuance 
of arrangements for administering medical r^ief to sick destitutes and 
for the control of epidemics of cholera, smallpox and malaria. It was 
assumed when the Budget was framed that these arrangements would Aot 
Jill VC to be continued beyond six months in the current year. This 
aiiticipalion has, unfortunately, not been fulfilled and both medical relief 
and anti-epidemic measures had to be continued throughout the year and 
in many cases greatly expanded. The extra expenditure on this account is 
a crore and a half. 

A further IJ crore is involved in the expansion and reorganisation of 
the Department of Civil Supplies undertaken with a view to secure the 
maximum of administrative eflSciency. Several new branches have been 
organised, particularly for the purpose of improving arrangements for storage 
and inspection of foodgrains; and a programme of construction of new 
godowns on an adequate scale has also been taken in hand. 

► A substantial portion of the increase in the current year’s expenditure 
is due to enhanced provision for dearness allowance. In order to afford 
some further relief to moderately-paid Government employees who have 
been badly hit by the continuance of the abnoimally hi A cost of living, 
it was decided in October last to liberalise the rates of dearness allowance 
and to give retrospective effect to this decision from the 1st of July, 1944. 
The extra cost involved in this decision is about a crore. A further 57 
lakhs is required for giving effect to the scheme of contribution to local 
authorities to enable them to pay dearness allowance to the teachers and 
nienial staff of primary and secondary non-Government schools. The total 
extra provision on these two accounts adds up to 1^ crore. 

In the Agriculture Budget, the increase is from' 1 crore 30 lakhs in 
the original estimates to 2 crores 22 lakhs in the revised. This is due, in 
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the first pkiee, to larger outlay on “Grow More Food’’ schemes; and, in 
the next to certain schemes of new expenditure : such as, compilation of 
crop statistics by a field-tcfield enumeration (23 lakhs) sample of 

inte aus and avi/tn paddy (4^ lakhs), purchase stud bulls (} lakh), 
multiplication of boats (U lakh) and reofgani Nation oi the Dacca Dairy 
Farm <i lakh). 

The estimates for 1945-41) provide for a revenue of 29 crores which is 
almost exactly the same as the revenue for the current year, excluding the 
Central subvention of 7 crores. The yield from Agricultural Income-tax 
is estimated at 50 lakhs but the effect of this increase is neutralised by a 
reduction of 50 lakhs in our Income-tax receipts from the Centre. 


The estimated revenue expenditure in the coming year is crores or 
10 crores less than the expenditure in the current year. Out of this reduc- 
tion, some 8 crores is accounted for by a lower estimate of loss in respect of 
sale ol subsidised food and some 2 crores by reduced provision foi- famine 
relief operations. In regard to the first item, it is hoped that losses will be 
minimised as a result of the improved arrangements for storage and testing 
of foodgrains introduced as a part of the scheme of reorganisation of the 
Department of Civil Supplies. In regard to the second, the assumption is 
that epidemics will subside early in the coming year and control measures 
will be no longer necessary. 

The estimated revenue deficit in 1945-40 is of the order of 8 crores. 


There are certain items of additional expenditure included in the Budget 
which call lor individual mention. One of these is a provision of 25 lakha 
foi contributioD to District Boards and Municipalities to enable them to 
grant dearness allowance to their low-paid employees. In the Edu(‘ation 
Budget, there are two new provisions — one of 8 lakhs for the development 
of primary education and the other of 5 lakhs for the improvement of 
secondary education. I need hardly mention that provision has also been 
made for a <‘ontribntion of 5 lakhs, as usual, to the Scheduled Castes 
Education Fund. The Agriculture Budget contains a provision of Jl lakhs 
foi the preliminary e^enses in connection with a scheme for the 
csTahlishincnt of a Central Live-stock Resear<*h c///// Breeding Station. This 
scheme involves the acquisition of some 7,900 acres of land and the setting 
up of a special colony of w^orkers. The Research Section will deal with 
problems relating to breeding, nutrition and management of cattle, fodder 
production and processing, manufacture and marketing of animal products. 
The Breeding Section will devote itself to the multiplication of the best 
lines of cattle, poultry and goats .'‘uitahle for various areas of the JM*ovince. 


Let me now turn to the Capital head “85-A”, which records the large 
>cale trading operations undertaken by Government to promot(‘ healthier, 
marketing conditions in respect of certain commodities like foodgrains arid 
standard cloth. 


In the Budget for the- current year it was assumed that sale-proceeds 
would exceed outlay on fresh procurement by 17 crores. The Revised 
Estimates provide for an outlay of 90 crores on procurement operations out 
or which 47 crores is derived from sale-proceeds of stocks. In addition to 
this an outlay of about 2J crores is involved in a programme for the 
construction of boats. 


In the coming year, the total outlay on procurement operations is 
estimated at 70 crores out of which 48 crores represents the turnover of 
stocks. The provision for the completion of the boat construction programme 
is 5^ crores in 1945-46. 

Finance for procurement operations has been obtained in tbe current 
year from three separate sources, viz., issue of Treasury Bills, cash credit 
advance from the Imperial Bank up to a limit of 30 crores and a special 
advance of 10 crores from the Government of India. In the coming year the 
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eafih credit arrangement with the Imperial Bank will be continued and the 
Government of* India will provide the additional finance necessary for 
procurement operations. The programme of boat construction is to be 
financed by means of Treasury Jills both in the current year and in 1945-4t>. 

Finally, further borrowing in the form of Treasury Bills lias been 
provided for in the estimates to ensure a (dosing balance of near about 
.2^ crures both in the Revised and the Budget, this being the minimum 
retjuired for working j>urposes. 

According to the estimates in the hands of Hon’ble Members, our net 
indebtedness at the close of the coming year is expected to reach the total 
of 19 (Tores. 

It will be obvious from this brief analysis, that the financial position 
in which the Provin(‘e finds itself today as a result of emergent circumstances 
entirely beyond her own control are such as must (^ause the gravest concern 
to every one interested in her future welfare. We are deeply grateful to 
th<* Central 'Government for the assistance granted by them and we sincerely 
hope that further measures necessary to set the Provin(^e on a sound economic 
footing on the eve of Post-War lieconstriK tion will not be undulj^ delayed. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourn- 
ed till 1-dO p.m., on Monday, the 19th February, 1945. 

Adjournment. 

Till* Council then adjourned till 1-dO p.m. on Monday. ‘ the 19th 
February, 1945. 

Members absent. 

The following mmnhers wen* absent from the meeting held on the I7th 
Febru ary , 1 945 : — 

(1) Mr. Suliauuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Ruder Baksli. 

(d) Rai Haliadur K. (’. Banerjet*. 

(4) Mr. H. R. (^liovvdhurv. 

(5) Mr. K. K. DiUia. 

(()) Mr. R. \V. IV. Ferguson. 

(7) Khan Bahadur A. Gofrau. 

(S) Mr. M. R. flaipuria. 

(9) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(19) Mr. N. K. M(diolunal)isl(. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mdokerjee. 

(12) J)r. K. Talukdar. 

(Id) The Hon 'hie Sir B. 1\ Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945 — No. 2. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 19th February, 1945, at 1-30 p.m., being the 
second day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section i}2(2){a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hami^d Chowdhuey 
j.p.) was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy is out 

of Calciilta and his questions may l>e postponed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then all questions standing in the 
name oi Mr. Suhrawardy are postjxmed. 


Security iirisoner Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, M.L.A. 

2. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHOLANABIS: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
^Minister in charge of tlie Home Dei)artment be pleased to state whether the 
case ot Mr. Khagendra Natli Das Gupta, m.i.a., detained as a security pri- 
souer at the Jalpaigun dail has l>een considered by the Government with a 
view to his early released 

(h) }ya,s he belore bis (letentioii, comieeted witli Ihe JaJiniiguri Electric 
iSu])])Iy Lo., ]ytd. ? If so, in what capacity? 

(<■) Was he {reitiiiff any pay or allowances there-' If so, how much}' 

(</) Has any allowance been o:rante<l to him or to his family*'' It so 
how much 'r It not, why not}' 

(c) Has he been informed of the charges, if any, against him or the 
reasons ol his detention and has he ever la-en asked to explain such charges} 

i that he was injured in the jail on or about the 11th ot 

April, last} it so, how} 

M bulls are let l.M.se iu the Jaljiaiguri Jail, and that 

n was injured as a result of an attack by such bulls} 

iucidents? ^ prevent a recurrence of such 

removed from the Jalimignri 
Jail while he was unable to move about due to such injuries and in snite ot 
requests to postpone such removal till his perfect recovery, made iTbiru 
his wife and other relations and friends} If so. why? J' 

fon**hjiiifli!^'..f ^i. 5[®^ . CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary 

(on behalf of the Minister in charge of the Home Department): (J) 

recently considered tlie case of Mr. DasGupta Ld are 
satisfied as to the necessity of his continued detention. 

(b) and (c) les, as a Manager on Rs.20() per month. 

i. A of Rs.bSO per month that he draws as an M.L A 

w considered to be adequate for the maintenance of his family. 

(e'^ Yes, 
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(/) Yes. I have no precise information. Most probably he was walking 
unmindfully and at the sight of a cow, which was grazing inside under 
proper guard of prisoners employed in cowshed he was frightened and 
stumbled. As a result, he got a slight bruise in one ot his great toes. 

(g) No. 

(h) Mr. Das Gupta was quite tit to travel when he was transferred to the 
Rajshahi Central Jail. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for arriving at the conclusion that (iovernmeiit are 
satisfied as to the neces.sity of his continued detention? 

Mr, K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The reasons are confidential. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of the family members and dependents of Mr. Khagendra 
Nath Das Gupta? 

Mr, K. G, ROY CHOWDHURY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoirble Minister kindly 
consider the point that on the number of the family members depends 
whether the allowance of Ks. ir>0 is suflicient for them? 

Mr. K, C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, 
H.L.A., will get Its. 200 as soon as the Dengal JiCgislative Chambers 
(Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, is passed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This question was ])uj in February and 
1 think this enhanced allowance will not come into ettccl until the Bill is 
passed. But how can the Government think that the amount would be 
sufficient unl(‘ss they know the number ol the family meniheis? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, in a supplementary 
question you have no scope for argumeJit. You ma;^ simply put the 
supplementary questions. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In fixing the allownace has the Govern- 
meut taken into consideration that Mr. Das Gu})tu was drawing Its. 200 as 
Manager ot the Company ? 

Mr, K, C, ROY CHOWDHURY: Government has taken that into 
consideration. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The answer is that Mr. Das Gupta 
used to get Bs. 200 as Manager of that comi)any. Is the (joverninent 
aware whether ho used to get any other allowances besides his pay? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; I do not know exactly. 

Appaintment of Lawyer-Magisrtates. 

3. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in cbur.ge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
the number of iH)sts of Lawyer-Magistrates in the contemplation of the 
Government at the time oi inviting applications for the second time on 
the drd February, 1944, from practising lawyers between 40 and 45 years 
of age? 

(b) How many applications were received, and what was the total amount 
of fees realised? 

(c) What was the iiumlxu* of Caste Hindu, Muslim and Scheduled Caste 
candidates recommended by the Public Serveie Commission, Bengal, from 
the second batch of applicants? 
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{(1) Wliat is the number of Caste Hindu, Muslim and Scheduled Caste 
candidates appointed so far from the said batch ? 

(e) Is it a fact that on the 13th July, 1944, the appointments of eight 
Muslim and four Scheduled Caste candidates only from tiie second batch were 
gazetted ? 

(/) Is it also a fact that not a single Caste Hindu has yet been appointed 
from the second batch of candidates? 

(g) Is it a fact that the thirtj^-eight officers from the other Provinces 
whose services have been placed at the disposal of the Bengal Government 
will be sent back and replaced by the qualified lawyer candidates who have 
already been selected by the Public Service Commission, Bengal, and whose 
names are still on the waiting list? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) The precise number of 
posts which might be offered to these candidates was not fixed at the |time 
of callin,g for applications. These nominations were invited in order to 
build up a reserve of suitable candidates against future demands. 

(h) Three hundred and ninety-four applications were received and a 

total fc(‘ Us. was realised. 

(r) Caste Hindu 55, Muslim 17, k^cheduled Caste 7. 

(d) Eight Muslims and four Scheduled Caste candidates. 

(e) and (/) Yes. 

(g) Government have no such ])rop()sal under consid(‘ration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no Caste Hindu has been appointed tiiougli 8 Muslims and 4 
Scheduled Castes have been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ma\ inform lh(» House 
that this statement is not correct. Cp to nov\ tlie Communal liatio has been 
stri(*ily followed. It is (piite possilile that j)erhaj)s as far as tin* Scheduled 
Castc'j are concerned their full (piota have not been !ip])ointed and as far a.8 
the caste Hindus are concerned their full quota has been apjxu’nted. I may 
refer to (juestion (ci when* it is said “What was tlie num])er of (’aste 
Hindu, Muslim ami Schedule ('ast(‘ eimditlates recrunmended by the Public 
Service Commission, Bengal, from the second batch ot ap])licants ?” In 
this case 1 think candidates from the first batch of tb(‘ ( ast(* Hindus have 
not Net bee?i exhansted, and so from the second Inateh nom* has Ixhmi 
a})j)ointe(l. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Ih )es tin* Government consider tfiat all the 55 (aiste 
Hindu candidates nnommended by the Public S(*rviee Commission are 
nntoucbables tor sueb aj)])oint meiits ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry the honourable 
member 1ms not been able to f<dlo\v the answers that I have be(‘n giving. 
I have already t<dd the House that U]> to now the caste Hindu (piota has 
been drawn from the first batch reeomim'nded by the Public S(*rvice Com- 
mission. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What was the (piota? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It dejx'nds on our demand 
for appointments. We are making ajqxiint ments from lime to time; and 
whenever we appoint, we ajqioint .‘strictly on tlie communal ratio basis. I'ho 
Scheduled Caste.s, the (’aste Hindus and the Muslims get their quota 
according to the ratio fixed for them. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many Caste Hindus were taken from the first batch ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell us what was 
the number of the Caste Hindus that were actually appointed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as the exact numbers 
are eoiicenied, I have not the figures liere. It makes no difference whether 
they are taken from this batch or that batch: because every time we 
make appointinents, the number of Caste Hindus, the Scheduled Castes and 
.the Muslim is fixed according to the Communal Ratio Rules. The 
reason why you do not find any Caste Hindu from the second batch is that 
the Caste Hindus included in the first batch were not exhausted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to tell this House wdiether the numbers as appointed and as 
ahoM’n in this answer tally with the respective quotas of the Caste Hindus, 
the Muslims and also the Scheduled Castes F 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am trying to impress upon 
the House that up to now we have made appointments strictly according to 
the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Will the Hon ble 

Minister be ])leas(*d to state what is the (‘ommunal ratio ^>f aiipointments 
whic h lie is nd'erring toF 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; It is iiCoO. Muslims hi 
and the ('aste Hindus and the S<!lieduled Castes oO. 


Appointment of constables in the Calcutta Police. 

4. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’bU 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the total number of eonstables in the Calcutta Police, 
appointed during the last three years : 

(h) how many of them an* Reiigalis; and 

(c) how many of the Bengali eonstables, appointed during this period, 
arc Hindus, and bow many Muslims F 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary 8ecretar| 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (o) Three thousauc 

two liundr(‘(l and fori .\ -five. 

(li) Two thousand four hundred and thirty-four. 

(>) (i) Muslims — CtiDiS, (//) Caste Hindus — 950, and (lu) Sckedulec 
Castes — 186. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the HorC ble Minister be pleasec 
to state why the rest were not taken from the Bengalis p 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The answer is that Bengalis wen 
not available in suftieient numbers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the honourable member quite sure o 
bis facts P Is be giving information from hi.s own record or from guess? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: No, certainly not. 

IfMiibars of the Bengal Legislative Assembly detained as security prisoners 

5. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in chargi 
of the Home Department lie pleased to state — 

(a) the number of security prisoners who are members of tbe Benga 
Legislative Assembly with their names; 
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(h) if the Government propose to make it [wssible for these M.L.A. 
security prisoners to attend the next session of the Assembly if 
they are not set free before the said session is held; 

(c) whether tlie Government, if necessary, .propose to write to the 

Central (loverninent making* reconiinemlations on the lines noted 
in j>aii [h); and 

(d) if not. why noth 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (r/) Six, Messrs. Jnanendra 
(liandra Majumdar, Sarat Chandra Bose, Satya Priya Baneij(*e, Khagendm 
Nath Das Gupta, Nikunja Behari Maily and Suresh (^handra Jlanerjec. 
Mr. Sarat CJiandni Bose has been detained under orders of the (Government 
(;f India. 

{h) and (r) No. 

(d) In the public interest, J must decline to state the reasons. 

Mr. HARiDAS MAZUMDAR: Am I to understand that the Govern- 
ment ot BtMi{ 4 :al have not lecommeiided to the ('entral Government for the 
release ot tliese <letenus!’^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Kxcei)t in the (jase of 
Mr. Sarat (liandra Bose (liere i.s no (piestion of any n'commendation to the 
Governmenl ot India. Release in olh(‘r case> ar(‘ made by this Government 
and tlieretoK* tlie (piestion does m)t arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: IVitb referenei' to Mr. Sarat Cliandra 
Bo,se, liave the Government of Benf»‘al made any recommendation to the 
(Vntral Government for his reUnisey 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit tliat this (piestion 
does not aiise as Mr, Bos(* has becm detained undto’ the orders of th(‘ Gov(»rn- 
meiit of India and w(‘ hav(* m»thin^' (o do with this mattt*r. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With rife Pence to i‘(‘commen(]ation 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, flu* Hon’ble Chi(‘f Ministm’ has 
ai ready answered the (piestion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will llie Ilon ble Minister bt? pleas(‘d to 
say wJielher (iovernment jnopose to mak(* any reiMmimendaf ion for Mr. Bose^fl 
release ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have alnady stattd that 

that is a matter not within tlie jurisdiction ot tliis ( jov(*rnment , and 1 cannot 
answer what we ])ro])ose to do or not; we are only responsible* for answers 
on those subjects for which we are juimarily r(*s]>ousible to this House and 
not tor such subjects foj which wc are not primarily lespoiisihle. 

Road accidents in Chittagong. 

8. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the IlorCble Mirii.ster in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased lo state — 

(a) if it is a fact lliat the number of road accidents by cars of all 
de.scriptioiis have recently increased in Chittagong; 

(h) if .so, bow many ]H^r.s(ms were killed and bow many jiersons iTijured 
in Chittagong in road accident.s by (/) military vehicles, (ii) private 
car.s, and (///) hackney carnages in Chittagong during first nine 
month.s of the year 1944; and 

(r) how many persons were killed and how many injured in Chittagong 
in road accidents (i) by military cars, (ii) by private cars, and 
(ii?) by other carriages during the years 194i, 1942 and 1943 in 
Chittagong? 
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Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary 
(on behalf of the Hon*ble Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many 
persons were killed, and how many were injured in Chittagong road 
accidents, hy motor cars, hy private cars and hy other carriages during the 
years 1941, 1942 and 1943, and during nine months up to 1944P 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, this question enquires about 
increase in road accidents in Chittagong. 1 liave already stated that there 
has been no increase in road accidents there. The figures in our possession 
do not show any increase. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: T am asking for figures for these accidents. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: ] must ask for notice in that case. 

Pay of the menial staff. 

15. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’Ue 
Ministei- in chargi* of (he Finame Jhq^aiimenl Ih‘ pleased to state - 

(a) the ]>resent scale of ])ay of the menial staff sneh as orderlies, }yeons, 

jarnadars, etc., attached to the ]h*ngal Secretaiiat, ilui BeJiga] 
la'gislative A.ssembly and tlu' Council llepaJtments of the (Jovein* 
nient- of Bengal ; 

(/;) what was the scale of })ay drawn by them before April, 1937; 

(c) whether any dearness idlowance is paid to them; 

(fl) wdiether any rejuesentation. verbal m in wiitiiig, has been made b\ 
them ((► (h(> (loNernmmit foi an increase in their rates of ]»a\ oi 
for additional allow'ance.s ; and 

(c) if the answau* to part (fl) is in the aflirmative, what, if any, decisioi] 
has be(‘n arrivi'd at in the matter)^ 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bli 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami): The ])resent scale of J)ay of jarnadars i 

OQ — I pfoiis, onhulies, etc., i.s ICs. 13— l/o — 17 phi 

oonipensatory allow'ance at Rs. 2 per mensem. 

(b) The scales were the same as at pn'sent. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Y"es, sucli reirreseiitations }iavt‘ been made from time to timer 

(e) The rate of dearness allowance has been increased jrrogressively fron 
Ee.l jH'r mensem in February, 1941, to the present rate of Ks.l4. 

Appointment of non-Bengali officers in the Commercial Tax Department. 

18. Mr. BIREN ROY: (a) Will the llon’hle Minister in charge of thi 
Finance Department he pleased to state if it is a fact that some non-Bengal 
officers have been appointed in the Fommereial lax Department as Com 
mercial Tax Otlieers disregarding the <‘lainis of l>oth Hindus and Muslimi 
of Bengal Y 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^hh 
Minister please state the circumstances under which these officers had to In 
appointed ? 

(c) Did the (Toverninent make ]>roiK*r eiupiiries as to the claims of thesi 
officers for appointment in Bengal hy way of domicile, etc. ? 

The Hofi'Ue Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: It is not the policy o 
Government to discrimiiuite against non-Bengalis permanently domiciled is 
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Benjfal. If the honourable member will let me have the names of the non- 
Bengali officers whose ap}>ointment he believes to have been irregular I 
shall have enquiries made. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Before the names are given, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister who makes these appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: it is done by 

Government. 

Office hours in the Bengal Covernment f’ress. 

17. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Finan(*(* Department be pleased to state — 

(^/) if his attention has [)een drawn tn Mtonorandimi No. lIOS-Mis., 
dated Calcutta, the 4th October, 1I)4F isMU'il by the Government 
of Bengal; 

(h) if it is a fact that the industrial hands of the Bengal Government 
Press are to be deprived of the concession granted in the said 
circular; and 

(r'l wliether the industrial hands ol the Btuigal Goveiaiinent l*ress aro 
allowed the concessions which are granted to industrial liands 
nj otlu'r (lei)artuH*nis <d Government!’' 

The Hon’hle Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: {a) Yes. 

{h) d’he memoiandum varies, hut iloes not shorten, tlu^ office hours pre- 
scribed in f inance Departimuit Memorandum No. I0!j5-Mis., dated tin* 18th 
August. N(Uth('r this nnunoraiidum nor the memorandum of 18th 

August, l!Glj, ap])lies lo lh(‘ hours of work in lh(‘ Bengal Gov(‘rnment Press. 

{r) I am not aware of any eoneession admissible to industrial hands of 
other (l<*partment^ ol Ifovernimml that is not allowed to tlie industrial hands 
of the Ihuigal Government Press. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (A), will the TTou’lde Minister 
h(‘ pleased to state wln^tlier (botuiiment are prepanni to apply tin* eonditions 
of this UK'nioFandum to the workers in tin* Ih'iigal (jtov(uimn*nt Pivss? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; May F know what 

exac'tlx the hoiiourahle member means by tin* expn*ssion “preparc'd to ap])ly 
the eonditions of this memorandum”? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Tn answer to (jucstion (//), it is stated 
‘‘neither this memorandum nor the memorandum of 18th August, 11)42, 
a])])lies to tin* hours of work in the Bengal Gov(‘nimenl l’n*ss”. Will the 
Hon'hle Minister (*onsi(ler the desirabilit\ of applying the concessions made 
in the memorandum to tlie workers of the Bengal Government I’ress? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I understand that 
their demands were recently con.sidered by Government and certain decisions 
were eomminiieated to the empbnees of tlie Bengal Governmeni: Press on 
the reeommemlation of the Lahoiir (’ommissioner and 1 believe those deci- 
sions have given general satisfaction. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Question No. 18 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; On a point of order, Sir. C’an tlus ques- 
tion be discussed? It cannot 1 think he declared by any other member. 
It is in the name of Mr. HahihulIaJi Ghowdhury who has withdrawn from 
tbe Election contest and is no longer a member of the House at all 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Up to the date of declaration he 
was a mem]>er 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am told that we have not got any 
official communication with regard to the termination of the membership 
of this member. So any other honourable member who wishes to call this 
question may do so. 
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Arrangement for teaohing in Applied Chemistry. 

18. Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY (on behalf of Mauivi Md. 
Habibullah Chowdhliry) : Will the Hon'ble Minister in eharge of the 
Education Department he pleased to state — 

(а) what is the number of students studying Applied Chemistry in the 

post-graduate classes in the Calcutta and the Dacca Universities ; 

(б) what is the number of Muslim students studying Applied Chemistry 

in the post-graduate classes in the Calcutta and Dacca Universi- 
ties; 

{c) whether the Muslim students get any facility for the admission 
intf) the iKjsCgraduate classes to study Applied Chemistry; and 

{d) whether the (iovernment propose to make arrangements in the 
Presidency (Vdlege, Calcutta, for teaching Applied Chemistry? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (^/) Thirt\-six in the Calcutta 
University and fifteen in the Dacca Cniversit \ . 

(h) Two and ten resjiectively. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) Not now, as neither the aceomniodation nor the ecjuipment and staff 
would permit the o])ening of an Applied Chemistry Department. It is 
however realised that such a section should he attached to this college, not 
(;nly for jiost-graduate studies hut also for under-graduate training. As soon 
as conditions return to normal the question will be taken up. 


Alleged strike at Faric^iur by the vegetable and milk-sellers. 

19. Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state if be 
is aware of the fact that there %vas no supjdy of milk and vegetable available 
in the Earidjmr town from the 7tb to the 10th August, 1044? 

{})) Will he please state what were the reasons for the failure of supply 
during these days? 

(c) Will he please state whether the strike of the vegetable and milk 
sellers wms to protest against tlie failure of the police to prevent a handful 
of Muslim I^eaguers from creatin,g a disturbance at the Faridpur District 
P'ood Conference on the 28th July, 1944? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (o) No. 

(h) There was no failure of sup}>lies. It is rejwrted that some members 
of tbe Krisliak Proja Party prevented certain milkmen and vegetable dealers 
from coming to the town. Use of violence in some cases is also reported. 
Complaints by two sucli aggrieved persons were filed in court and are under 
enquiry. 

(c) No strike by the vegetable and milk sellers is reported. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of will the HoiCble Minister 
please state what the “No" means? Docs ii mean that he is not aware 
of the fact or does it mean tliere was no siqqdy ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HD8AIN: 

There was no supply. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand from the Hon’ble 
Minister that iliere was no hartal or strike as alleged in the Question, 
in view of the answer given in {h ) : ‘‘There was no failure of supplies’’? 
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

From the report I find no indication of any strike. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I s it not clear fro^i the answer that there 
was a partial failure of supply? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, that was due to an interference by the Krishak Praja Party. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Is the Hon’ hie Minister saying’ this from 
iJie official rejiort or from liearsay? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

1 am ^ivinj»‘ tliis inlorniation from the report of the District Maf.»:is irate. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In that case, what action the District 
Ma^^istraie has taken in order to prevent such interference? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

It was left to the jiarties to ask for redress: tw’o of the men who were 
interfered with have already filed complaints and en(|uiries have been made. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister (juite sure of hie 
"rounds when he states that use of violence has been repoited? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is there in the report. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Since when the (Government havt‘ been so 
lenient in a case of violence and have not taken action even thouj^rh it. is 
^^oiii" to lie one >ear since the strike? 

The Hon’ble Kfon Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Complaints have been made but as these an* non-co^'nisa})le cases it w’as left 
to the parties to file suits in courts. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Or is it because I bivernment 
could not take action a> the Krishak Praja Party is involved in iliis (aineP 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Oi is it because (loverimH'iit knew that, it 
wa.s a complete strike and Oovernment machinery liad tailed to take any 
action and w^as afraid of provoking them any further lest the repercussions 
would pi'et out of their control. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

(ertainly not. 


High price of vegetable, milk, etc. 

20. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the ITon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department be pb'a.sed to state — 

id) if it is a fact that the price of all vegetables, milk and otlier food- 
stuff exce]»t rice, have irone up abnormally to the ^^reat hardship 
of the poor and middle class peo])le; 

ih) whether it i.s a fact that the almormal rise in prices of ve^etables^ 
milk and other foodstuff* except rice is due to laioe purchase from 
markets for the military; and 

(c) if so, w'hat measures haA’e been taken by the Government to keep 
the jirices thereof at a reasonable level ? 

The HoiYble Khan Bahadur 8A I Y ED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

id) Yes. 
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(h) Although purchase by the military contractors is responsible for 
increase in prices to some extent, prices have risen partly because of the 
increase in population within the Province and partly in sympathy with the 
rise in prices of other essential commodities. 

(c) For increasing the production of vegetables Government have decided 
to bring in additional areas under vegetables. It is proposed to ])ut large 
areas near (Uilcutta and Dacca under cold weather vegetables. 

Ah regards fish, schemes for produclion of fish in the Suuderban Abad 
and for tank fisheries have been samdioned. Decision lias also been taken 
to re(iuisition a number of fishery tanks in East Dengal for the culture of 
fisli and a Special Officer is now working in the district of Tippera select* 
ing tanks for reipiisitioning. It is also proposed to utilise some 200 tanks 
improv«‘d under the Tanks linprovement A<*t in the districts of Ibankura and 
Birbhuin for fisli growing. Tlie ([ueslion for controlling su])])ly of ice which 
ift essential for the fish trade is also receiving active consideration and an 
Ice (Controller has recently la^en appointed and an Ice Control Order has been 
issued under the Defence of India Rules. 

As to supply of milk, the question of limiting the use of milk for non- 
essential ]»ur]M>ses is being actively considered. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: AVill the Hon’blo Minister 
be ]deased to state* whether the answer is uji-to-date? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Almost nji-to-date. On!y the (juestioii of controlling tlie siip])ly of ice was 
receiving consideration; but now it has b(‘cii considered and we are going 
to increase the su])ply of ice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Wi th reference to vegetaldes 
it is said in the answer that Gov(*rnm<‘ii( is inti‘nding to ])ufc large areas 
near (’alcutta and Da{‘ca und»‘r cfdd weather vegetables. May I know when 
it is going to materialise)^ This year or the next year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

This year they have already done and in the next year they are going to 
increase the areas tor vegetables. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; With reference to the last portion of 
answer (r», it is said “As to supply of milk, the question of limiting the 
use of milk for non-essential purposes is being actively considered.” Now, 
will tlie Hon’ble Minister he pleased to tell ns how long this consideration 
stage will take? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Milk census is being taken, and certain officers are being appointed to 
obtain facts and tigures regarding the milk supply in Calcutta. This has 
not been com])letc as yet, and so we have not been able to come to any 
derision. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Am T to understand that it will take 
another year or so? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The report is expected within a few days. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: AVill tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in Chittagong fish is scarcely available? If so, 
will he tell us if any scheme has been drawn up to increase the fish culture 
in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Particularly for Chittagong no scheme has been drawn up. A scheme has 
been drawn up for the whole of the Province. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 have come to know that a 
large number of dry cows are being slaughtered in the slaughter houses 
of Calcutta. May 1 know whether any step has been taken by Govern- 
ment to stop this? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have just issued an order only a few days ago to the etfect tlial no 
serviceable cows should \>e allowed to be slaughtered even in the civil 
slaughter houses. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But what steps have been 
taken to prevent ilie practice? Even after the j>romulgation of the order 
it has been brought to my notice that every day the same tiling is going on. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have appointed officers to watch this in respect of the military slaughter 
house already; but in resjiect of the civilian slaughter bouses an order has 
been only recently issued, and we will have ofli(*ers appointed for this 
purpose. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the lion ’hie Minister aware 
of tin* real reason why milkmen send these dry cows to tlie slaughti*!* 
house? 'rhe reason is that tliey cannot maintain them economical! v them- 
selves, If that be so^ does the Government ]>ro])ose to take any steps for 
the ])uri)ose of ])roviding tor their maint4*nan('e anywhere near about 
Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The Government is considering the matter. 

Appointment of the Dairy, Animal Nutrition and Poultry Experts. 

21. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon blc 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be j>l(*as(‘il to state — 

{fi) vhetht*r it is a fact that Mi'ssrs. Singleton. Ballingi*!* and lladdon 
have b(*e?j ai)j)oint<‘d by flu* (ioveninieiit of Bengal as Dairy, 
Animal Nutrition and Poultry Experts, resjx'ct ively ; 

{In what are tlie special (jualifications of these gentlemen and from 
where they hav(* been recruited; 

(c) what are their salaries, what is their term of office and where will 

they be ])osted ; 

(d) whether .suitable Indians f)ossessing the necessary (jualificutions were 

not available for af)pointment to these posts; 

(e) if the posts were advertised; if not, why not; 

(/) on whose recommendations were these officers selected and what are 
their past record of services and experiences; 

(fj) if the Government of India were consulted rog-arding the creation of 
these jmsts and the appointments made; and 

(//.) if the necessary ])rovision has been made in the current year's budget 
to meet all exj>enses conseijuent upon these apjiointments? 

The Hon^ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

(a) Yes. 

(h) They are members of the Agriculture Department of New Zealand. 
Their qualifications are as follow^s: — 

(?) J. A. Singleton, n.sc. and n.A(i. — Specialist in Ihe jiroduction and 
manufacture of dairv products with practical dairy factory 
experience and field instruction. Irately I^ecturer, Dairy Science, 
Massey Agricultural College. 
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(ii) C. E. Ballinpfer, b.ag. — ^Research Officer, specialising in Dairy, Cow 
and Pigs Nutrition, Ruakura Animal Research Station. 

(mV) S. G. Eaddon, Certificate of Poultry Practice, England — Has sound 
practical knowledge in Poultry problem with four years’ instruc- 
tional and administrative experience. 

They have all been recruited from New Zealand. 

(c) The pay nf the officers is as follows; — 

(/) Mr. Singleton, Dairy Expert — Rs. 1,(100 })er mensem. 

(ii) Mr. Ballinger, Animal Nutrition Expert — Rs. 1,600 per mensem. 

(mV) Mr. Haddon, Poultry Expert — ^Rs. 1,000 per mensem. 

The posts have been sanctioned for a year. 

For the present they will be at Calcutta. 

(d) to (/) Efforts were made to obtain suitably qualified Indians without 
success. In view’ of this fact and of the fact that the posts are temporary, 
they W’ere not advertised. The officers a])pointed w’ere recommended by the 
Prime Minister of New’ Zealand to whom an appeal was made for help since 
it is recognised by competent opinion that the dairy and livestock industries 
are highly developed in that country. 

{()) N(»; such consultation is not ne('e»ssary. 

(h) The charges will proc^eed against current year’s budget under the 
apj)r()])riate heads under “Subordinate and Exi)ert Staff” in the “40 — Agri- 
culture” budget, HU]»plementary grant being provided later in the year, if 
necessray. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have Government any materials 
to show what remunerations these officers us(*d to draw in New Zealand? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Well, it was in view of their remunerations there that tlieir pay w’as fixed 
by us. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; AVili the Hon'ble Minister please state 
what efforts were made to (ddain suitable (jualified Indian eandidates here? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We rc(juested the (lovernment of India if tlH*y could find such men from any 
other in'ovinee, hnt as they could not we had in resort to this. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Did the (Tovernmeiit consider the advis- 
ability of advertising for these posts? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Did tlie Government decide not to advertise 
because they weie afraid that suitable Indians migld he forthcoming? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Certainly not. We knew’ that the dairy industry was not developed in 
India to such an extent that we w’ere likely to get qualified men. All the 
provinces in India are in deartli of dairy experts. We tried tlio good offices 
of our Governor to find out through the Government of India if there were 
e.xperts available; but failing there w’e had to make this arrangements. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With regard to poultry, is it not a fact that 
the Hon ’hie Minister him.self made certain enquiries in a certain quarter 
and that a man was available wdth better qualifications than the person 
who has been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not know’ who is the gentleman referred to. 



Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the Hon’ble Minister 
was in correspondence with a gentleman in Darjeeling who had practical 
experience of poultry farming for some years and whose academic degree 
W'as higher than that of the person appointed? 8o far as I know, this 
gentleman had certainly more than 4 years experience. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Well, that gentleman had a very small private i.;rm and therefore he was 
not considered fit to run a very big farm like the one Uiat is contemplated 
for this province. We wanted to extend poultry farming throughout the 
province and we did not think him properly qualified for this heavy job. 
We wanted to have a man from a place where poultry farming was highly 
developed. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: For what period have these officers 
been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

For one year only. 


Halting charges to jurors. 

22. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the IfoirbJe 

Minister in charge of tJio Judicial Department be jdeased to state — 

(a) whetlier halting charges are paid to jurors summoned to attend 
Sessions Courts at District Headquarters in Jfengal ; 

{(f) if the answer is in the affirmative — 

(?) what is the rate at whieh halting (diarges are paid per head 
per diem, 

(//) whether the rate is uniform tliroiighout the Province or varies 
in different districts, 

(ill) if it is a fact that halting charges are not paid for the first 
day and the last day of attendanee but paid only for the 
intervening period, if any, namely, fiH)in the second to the 
pe?iull iniate da\ of attendance, and 

{iv) if the answer is in the affirmative, whether his attention haw 
been drawn to the great liardship and finam ial loss caused 
to the mufassal jurors owing to the non-payment of halting 
allowances for attending Sessions (’ourts on the first and the 
last day as they have to meet their boarding and lodging 
exjieiises from their own }K)ckets; 

(cj whether travelling allowances are paid to jurors for attending the 
Courts of Sessions; an i 

(d) if the answer is in the atfirinative, what is the mileage rate at 
which or any other principle on which such travelling allowances 
are j)aid ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Musharruff Hosain, Khan Bahadur): (a) and (r) Yes. 

(h)(i) Halting allowance at the rate of lbs. 3 for ordinary jurors and 
assessors and at Its. 4 to special jurors for each day of actual attendance in 
Court excluding the first and the last. 

Cfrant of half the allowance referred to above payable for the first and 
last days. 

(ii) The rate is uniform throughout the Province. 

(Hi) No. Half of the halting allowance is payable for the first and last 
days of attendance in Court. 

(iv) The question does not arise. 
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(d) Actual travelling expenses to and from the Court subject to the 
proviso that no allowance in excess of Rs.8 for the single journey or in 
excess of Rs.lfi for the double journey may be paid except under the orders 
of an officer not lower in status than a District Judge. 

The Calcutta Blind School. 

Wr, HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Jialxiur and Industries Department be pleased to state 
if Jiis attention has been drawn to the editorial in a Bengali daily on the 
81h March, 1944, regarding the administration of the Calcutta Blind School? 

(/)) Will he enciuire if the allegations made in that editorial are justified? 
It so, what steps does he propose to take in the matter? 

^ (c) Is it a tact that the said school is the only strhool for blind children 

in Calcutta 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) ; {a) Yes. It is an aided institution 
in receipt of a grant-in-aid from the Industries Department. 

ih) I am having n(‘cessarv empiiries being made in the matter. Appro- 
priate stej)s can only be taken in the light of these en([uiries. 

(c) Yes. 


Corntnissioner for Workmen’s Compensation. 

24. Mr. LATA FAT HOSSAINs ia^ Will the ITonble Minister in charge 
of the (>omnier(;e, Labour aiid Indiistnes Department l^e pleased to state if 
it is a fact that the present Commissioner for Workmen’s Compensation, 
Bengal, holds his (\nut only 3 days a week? 

(6) Is it not a fact that the former ('ommissioners lor Workmen’s (com- 
pensation used to hobl their (\)urts every day? 

(r) Will the Jlon’ble Minister be j>leased to state as to how^ many con- 
tested cases were disposed of in the last d monihs and how many are pending 
for disposal, with their dates of filing? 

(d) If the answers to j)arts (a) and {h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Ilon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to stilt e as to wduit steps he has taken or intends 
to takjc in resjiect ot the same? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (a) and (/;) No. 

(c) t)ne hundred Jind ten disposed of and pending. Preparation of ihe 
list of cases with datt*s ot filing is not considered necessary. Average dura- 
tion of cases is d months. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Strike notice by the workers of the ’’Statesman” and ’’Hooghly Printing 

Press”. 

25. Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAIN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Lahour and Industries Department be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that the workers of the “Statesman’’ and “Hooghly Printing 
Press” have sent strike notices to the Joint iSecretary, Commerce, Labour 
and Industries Departiueut, through the Labour Commissioner, and also to 
the j)ro]irietors concerned to the same effect ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that about 200 w’orkers of the said presses made 
personal reprevsentations of their grievances before the Hon’ble Minister at 
bis residence on the Sth October, 1944? 
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(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (6) be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state as to what steps he has been pleased to 
take to prevent the strikes? If not, why not? 

Mr, K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary SecreUry (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) : (a) Copies of strike notices over 

the signatures, alleged to be those of the workers of “Statesman” and 
“Hooghly Printing Press”, were received by the Labour Commissioner 
for being forwarded to the Secretarj", Commerce, Labour and Industriea 
Department. 

(6) Yes. 

(r) I asked the workers to represent their grievances first to the Ijabour 
Commissioner. The Labour Commissioner has asked the union of the work- 
ers to extend the i)eriod of strike notice as their grievances are under investi- 
gation. 


Hostel for the students of the Campbell Medioal School. 

26. Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mauivi Md. 
Habibullah Chowdhury): Will the flon’blc Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Ijocal Self-Oovernment Department be pleased to stale — 

(a) whether it is a fact (hat the Government accpiired land for building 
a hosttd foi (be students of the CamjdKdl Medicjil School twenty 
years back; 

(h) if the answer to jiart (a) be in the affirmative, why (be hostel has 
not been built ; and 

(r) whether the (lovernment are considering the desirability of building 
a hostel for the students of the Campbell Medical School iu the 
near future? 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmed): (a) 

Ye.s. 

(h) The construction of the hostel could not be undertaken so long 'i« 
there is a refuse railway line* of the Corporation lying on the land a<‘(|uirod 
for the purpose. After long negotiations the (-’'or[w)ration have agriUMl to 
the lemoval of the line and to the surrender of the land ajijMutaining to it 
at the cost of Government. St(*ps are now lining taken by Govennmuit to 
ex}M‘dit€ the removal of the line. 

(c) Yes; the hostel will be built as soon as the railway line has lMH»n 
removed and building materials become available in sufficient (juantity at 
reasonable jirices. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Building materials, for examjile, are controlled by 
Government and the prices must be reasonable. So what is the reason for 
saving in the reply “as soon as the railway line has been removed and 
building materials become available in sufficient quantity at reasonable 
prices” ? 

Mr, K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Unless the railway line is reint)ved 
the question of building materials does not arise. 


Lady Superintendent of the Campbell Hospital. 

27. Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mauivi Md. 
Habibullah Chowdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Tjocal Self-Government Department be pleased to stab^ — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the I^ady Superintendent of the Campliell 
Hospital has been convicted of an offence of assaulting a dai in 
the hospital; 
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(b) if 80 , what departmental action ban been taken against her by the 

Government ; 

(c) if not, why not; 

(d) whether it is a fact that the Lady Siii)erintendent suspended about 

thirty male nurses on the last Id day or near about without any 
authority and that there was strong feeling against her for this 
action and that the grievances of the persons concerned were 
brought to the notice of the Government and the Hon’ble Minister; 

{e) if so, what action has been taken against her; 

(f) whether any order has l>een passed by the Government dismissing, 

discharging, or otherwise removing her from her post; 

(g) if BO, whether any effect has l)een given to those orders; and 

(h) if not, why not? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: {a) Yes. 
She was convicted and hned Rs.30. 

(6) and (c) No dej>artmental action was taken on the conviction, because 
the (luestioii of motion against conviction on her representation was under 
examination by Legal lUoneml)ran(ier. She was, however, discliarged from 
service later on. 

{(I) Yes. 

(c) to (//) She was discharged Lorn service with cfVet’t fiom the 1st .\ugust, 

1944. 

Executive Officers in the Manikganj subdivision. 

28. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(«) whether all the Executive Officers in th(‘ Manikganj sulnli vision are 
at j)resent Muslims; 

(/>) whether all the j)oli(‘c officers ]>osted in the Manikganj police-Btation 
are at present Muslims; 

(r) wJietlier he is aware that Hindus are in a minority in the sub- 
division ; 

{d) if so, whether the Government coutemjdate posting of maiidy Hindu 
officers in the subdivision for the j)rotectiou of the rights of tlw 
minority ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and {d) No. 

{b) and (c) Yes. 

Bankura Borstal School. 

29. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’blf 
Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartmeni he i)leased to state if he is aware 
that in the Dankura Horstal School the Hindu Inns wlio are usually given i" 
spiM'ial diet, on the MaliaMnmi day according to the Jail Code Rules were uo1 
80 fed that day during LM3, and'also Jh44, hut on a suKsequent day? 

{h) Is be aware that in the Rorstal School no separate kitchen is kept foi 
the Hindu boys in spite of their protest and that the Hindu Iwys are com- 
pelled U> take food prepared by Muslims and others in the kitchen? 

(c) Is lie aware that in s]>ite of the objection by the Jail doctor and alsc 
by the Hindu boys themselves meat of she goals was supplied to the Hindi 
Imys and that meat of goats slaughtered according to the Muslim custom i 
gi\en to the Hindu boys in spite of their protest? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 

(b) and (o'! No. 
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War allowanoe to Covomment employoes. 

30. Mr. MUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to state if he is aware that the Govern- 
ment employees drawing a monthly salary of Rs.lbO or less have been feel- 
ing great financial strain owing to abnormal rise in- prices of foodstuffs and 
other necessaries of life? 

(h) Is he aware that Government of India have recently increased war 
allowances to their employees drawing alK)vemeutioned monthly salaries? 

(c) If so, do the Government of Bengal propose to increase war allow- 
ances to these employees? 

{d) If not, why not? 

The Hen'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: (a) The abnormal 
rise in prices has naturally imposed a financial strain on all persons with fixed 
income. 

{h) No. 

(c) and {d} Do not arise, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (r) and (d), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be j)lease(l to state whether apart from the intTcase granted by 
the Government of India, the Government of Bengal are considering the 
desirability oi increasing the dearness allowance to the Government servants 
drawing up to Ks. 1)0? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The Gov(*rnment of 
Jmlia }iav(‘ not increased the war allowance. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government arc consideiing the desirability of increasing the «learness 
allow anee to its othcers drawing a salary of Bs. lot) and less? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Not just now. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
wlu'ther the ri^e in the prices of all articles lias not gr(*atly increased the 
cost oi living in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I cannot answer off- 
hand what the exact increa.se is; but there has been a considerable rise in 
the (M).st of living. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Does the Hon’bh' Minister consider thiit the pay- 
ment of dt‘arness jillowance or war allowance of Bs. 14 or Bs. lo, whatever 
it may be, is commensurate with the increa.se even in fejodstuff's irrespective 
of an\ other increase in the cost of living in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The principle which 
the Government have followed is not to compen.sate their employees for the 
ri.se in the cost of living but only to emsure a substantial living wage to 
their employees. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, even in England in war time the increa.^ in 
wages of every ordinary w'orker is not only commensurate with the increase 
in the cost of living but is actually more than the cost of living. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The cost of living 
index in England is fortunately for that country only aboui 130 today and 
that has been secured by measures of Government but that is not possible 
here. 


Post-war economy. 

81. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal 
4 
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has prepared or proposes to prepare a post-war scheme for the formation of 
a committee of experts and some non-official members of the Ben^gal Legis- 
lature to scrutinise present items of exx)enditure as incurred by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, year by year, and to suggest measure to effect economy 
therein ? 

(b) If not, why not? 

(c) What were the total income and expenditures of the Government of 

Bengal during the years of 1941-42 and 1942-43 

respiectively ? 

(d) What was the percentage of increase in expenditure on nation-build- 
Jng departments in these years? 

The HOffl’bie Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: (a) and (6) The con- 
sideration of this question will obviously have to wait till the present emer- 
gency is over and things return more or less to normal. 

(c) and (d) A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to question No. 31. 

[ FijfureK of Revenue and Expenditure are in thounand of rupeoB .] 



1922-23. 

1931-32. 

1939-40. 

1941*42. 

1942-43. 


Rs. 

Rb. 

Rb. 

Rb. 

Rs. 

Total Revenue 

9,85,38 

9,01,06 

14,31,66 

14.94,28 

16,40,42 

Total Expenditure 

9,59,63 

11,00,.^2 

13,71,24 

15,50,38 

16,79,16 

Percentage of inerease in expeiidi- 


9 •!) 

39 -5 

55 

67 


ture on Nation -biiiJding Depart* 
inentei taking the expenditure in 
11)22*23 HH bane. 

Dearness allowance to pensioners. 

32. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: io) Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the l-'inance Department l>e ]»leased to state whether it is a fact 
that ])ensionors drawing above Hs.40 a month are not allowed to draw 
dearness allowance ? 

{b) If so, are the Government aware tliat this is causing great hardship 
.to them and their familv members owdiig to high jirices of all the necessaries 
of life? 

(c) Is it a fact that pensioners drawing u]) to Its. 40 a month are allowed 
a deai'iiess allowance by means of which they draw an amount higher than 
the pensioners drawing over Rs.4() and below lls.54 a month? 

{d) Do the Government consider the desirability of extending the jirivi- 
lege of drawing dearness allowance to pensioners drawdug pension up to 
Es.75 a month? 

(e) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: (a) and {d) No dear- 
ness allowance has been sanctioned to pensioners but in view of the rise 
in the cost of living, a temporai^^ increase has been sanctioned in pensions 
U]) to Rs.80 i>er mensem. Copies of relevant orders have been placed in 
the Library. 

(6) and (r) Do not arise. 

(c) No. 
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Rural reoonstnaGtion. 

33. M)r« NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be pleased to state what measures have been 
taken by Government of Bengal in the matter of rural reconstruction in all 
its phases in Bengal ? 

(f/) What special steps have been adopted by the Government of Bengal 
foi the welfare of village womenfolk in Bengal? 

^r) Have the Government of Bengal apj)ointed any lady organisers lo 
[teach them how to perfonn their simple household duties? 

(r/) If not, do the Government of Bengal propose to employ some lady 
organisers in Bengal for this purpose ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (r^Un 
si)ite of various difficulties arising out of the present international situation, 
the activities of the Rural Reconstruction Department have been kept alive 
by moral persuasion and propaganda carried on by Jute Regulation and 
Agriculture Development Departments in addition to their other heavy 
duties. The programme which is based n.ostly on self-etl'ort of the ])eople 
suffered a good deal but the Dharmagola scheme has been a marked success. 
The work done in different spheres is given in the annual re])ort for 
a coj)y of which is placed in the Idbrarv. 

(5) and (c) The answer is in the negative. 

W) No. 

(c) Not feasible under present conditions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (c), will tlie ]loir))le Minister 
please state why conditions are not feasible at present? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

There is dearth of real organisers now, as all eom))etent men have been 
employed in various depaitments of Government, 

Training of village officers in matters of village welfare. 

34. Mr. NUR AHMED: (n) Will the llon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Dej)artinent be ])leas(‘d to state if any scheme for the training of 
the village officers and presidents of the union boards in matters of village 
veliare and improvements have been drawn up and initiated by the Govern- 
ment in Bengal ? 

(5) If not, why not? 

(c) What other special measures have been adopted by the Governtnent 
of Bengal for training of the rural workers and presidents of the union boards 
in village welfare work? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) The 

rejdy is in the negative. 

I ih) Mainly financial difficulty. Pre.sidents of union boards are not persons 
On whose training Government can apj)ropriately insist. 

(c) As one of its post-war plans the Agriculture Department Las a scheme 
f(tr the training of non-official workers and Goveniment servants in rural 
devt^ojmient work at a Central Institute. 

Standard of living. 

3^ Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government of Bengal propose to appoint an expert committee during 
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war time to deteraine a minimum standard of living for all people of Bengal 
according to their age, sex, status, physical condition and nature of duties 
and to recommend measures for establishing this standard ? 

(h) If not, why not? 

(c) Do the Government propose to prepare and put into operation after 
the war any such scheme establishing a minimum standard of living for all 
people of Bengal as a post-war measure > 

(d^ If not, why not? 

Th6 Hon’bla Mr* K* SHAHABUDDINs (a) and (6) No decision in the 
matter has yet been taken. At present an encjuir}^ into the minimum needs 
of industrial labour in the (Calcutta industrial area under the guidance of the 
Laboui Commissioner, Bengal, is in progress. The Social Security Sub- 
Committee of the Post-’war ]te<*onstniction Committee may take into con- 
sideration the results of the above enquiry in coming to a decision in ihe 
matter. 

(r) and (d) Proi)osals for setting up wage boards to determine minimum 
wages in selected industries are under the consideration of the Government 
of India and this Government may l>e asked to co-operate in the execution 
of schemes resulting from those proposals. No other scheme is under con- 
sideration now. 


Cases of malnutrition and under-nutrition in Bengal. 

36. Mri NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hlc Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department he pleased to state 
if it is a fa('t that a large percentage of the population of Bengal is suffering 
from nialniil ril ion and under-nutril ion ? 

(h) If s(», do the Govtunnient of Bengal propose to .set up a Provincial 
Nutrition Board in Bengal on the line of (Vnitral Nutrition Board of India to 
deal witli all aspects of the nutrition problem of Bengal on a co-ordinated 
regional basis ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; (a) Yes. 

(6) Steps are being taken to set up such a committee for dealing with the 
problem of malnutrition in Bengal. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Sale quinine. 

37. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state wlietlier it is a fact that condition is attached to a licence for 
Quinine that its holder is to sell quinine to the malaria-stricken people of 
the Purbadhair Union No. 4 only on production of a certificate for such 
quinine from a registered doctor? 

(b) Are the Government aware that this condition is causing great 
hardship to the sufferers from malaria and that the securing of such certifi- 
cates means to a patient to travel a distanc'e of to 4 miles in the mufassal 
and a payment of fee to doctor ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that this condition is practically depriv- 
ing patients the use of quinine ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to entrust the licensees with the task 
of selling quinine to a patient even without a certificate from a registered 
dootOFf 

(e) If not, why not? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) No. 

Under the Quinine Ordinance Order sales of cinchona products are required 
to be supported in areas outside municipal limits by a prescription from either 
a registered medical practitioner or an unregistered medical practitioner 
approved by the Civil Surgeon of the district. 

(h) and (c) No. The previous orders no doubt were that prescriptions 
only from registered medical practitioners were to be served by Government 
quinine selling agents. Ilut in order to relieve the public of harassment, 
prescription from an unregistered medical practitioner approved by the 
Civil Surgeon are now allowed to be dispensed by the Government quinine- 
selling agent. 

(r/) and (e) No. The existing procedure for sale of cinchona products 
cannot be relaxed as this would be likely to result in the commodiiy flowing 
into the black market. 


Opening of a Provident Fund Iqr the Asansol Mines Board of Health. 

38. Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hoi. l.le Mmister 
in eharpe of the Puhlie Health and Ijoeal Self-(foverninent Deimrtment be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the (roverniiient have not yet jtiven any 
potver to the Asansol Mines Hoard of Health to open u Provident Fund in 
spite of rejieated itrayers}' If so, what immediate action do the Oovei-nment 
propose to take in the matter and when? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mautvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes: the 

matter has, however, heen taken up in eonneetion with the amendment of the 
Ihuigal Mining Settlement Act which is noAv under consideration. 


Amalgamation of the Asansol and Jharia Mines Boards of Health. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Will the llon hle Afinister 
Hi charge of the Puhhe Health and Ja>cal Kelf-Hoveriimeiit Deiiartmeiit Ik* 
pleaswl to state if it is a tact that the two Mines Boards of Health, namely 
the Asansol Mines Board ot Health tiid the Jharia Mines Hoard of Health’ 
are fcromp to he amalgamate,! and that they wonhl ho controlled jointly under 
the same and one official ( hairman? If so, when and why? 

no Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: There is 

11(1 Midi proposal before (Tovemment, 


Census of the destitutes and the unemployed. 

of tS’lIeveml!'!!*'®^* MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
or me Kevenue Ueieartment Ik* pleased to state — ** 

(«) if It IS a fact that in pursuance of a resolution passed at the Beniral 
Legi^slative Council a census of the destitutes and the iinemiilov-ed 
in the I rovincc was taken up by the Government of Bengal; ' 

(Ij) if the said census has been completed what is the niimlier of such 
destitutes and the unemployed in the country up to the date- of 
sucii census; 

(c) what is the iiuml>cr of villages taken in the census; and 

(ff) what is the cost of making such survey and census? 

‘S’.in "" “'MBTMEMT (th. HC'U. 

datfU j- ^ It* 1 MuKerjea). (a) No. Ihere being various decrees of 

t e'ease'w H, Hm ‘t definition. Such 

emnloved 0 ^,.! I *5 unemployed ’ also, as many people do not remain 
nuffir of “ l throughout the year. A mere counting of the 

wo,,l/t. °ji ‘^®®titutes and the “unemployed” by arbitrary definition 
uld hardly serve the purpose. What would he of material hefp is to have 
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an economic survey of the whole Province, house hy house; but as this is 
not practicable at present, arrangement has been made to have a random 
sample survey of the economic condition in the distressed villages of this 
Province through the Indian Statistical Institute by paying a grant-in-aid 
not exceeding Its. 25, 000 to the institution. The survey will be conducted 
in about GOO villages selected at random in the distressed subdivisions of the 
Province with a view to finding out the degree and extent of destitution, the 
classes of people who have suffered and the way in which they have suffered 
as also the estimated requirements for their relief and rehabilitation, 
(jroveriinient have not received up-to-date information about the progress 
made in this direction. An enquiry has been made on this point and the 
report on recei])t, will he duly communicated to the honourable member. 

{h) to (d) Do not arise. 

Private markets in Calcutta. 

41. Mt. HUMlAYUN KABIR: ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Ooveniment Department be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there is a large number of markets still 
run by private proprietors within the Calcutta Corporation limits? If so, 
will he be pleased to state what control over such markets has been given 
So the Corporation authorities for the jmrpose of superintending the adminis- 
tration of such markets? 

(h) Are Government aware that such markets have ^^-ot no appropriate 
markel office and there are no Superintendents of such markets? 

(c) Are Government aware that for the jmrpose of avoiding GovernmenPe 
in'ferference the proprietors of such markets keej> in jdace of a Suj)ei‘intendent 
a bazar sircar for the purjiose of raising tolls and taxes on behalf of the 
projyrietors ? 

(//-) Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware that sj)Pcially in the Jagu Babu’s 
market, Bhowanipore, complaints have been made to the proprietor of the 
marktd alM)ut the mismanagement of his market but with no effect? 

(c) D(j Government propose to issue executive orders that all proprietort 
of such markets, and specially of the market, named as Jagu Babu’s market^ 
should apjyoiiit a Bazar Sui)eriniendent with regular office hours and the 
posting of a Police Sergeant in the Bazar Superintendent’s office for the 
jmrpose of taking immediate action on complaints of the public, wheneve] 
such complaints aie made b» the Bazar Sui>erinten(lent, as is done in al 
municipal market.s owned by the (\u j)oration ? 

(/) Does the Hon’ble Minister juojmse to take immediate action fo: 
acquiring Jagu Balm’s market and all private markets in Calcutta and ham 
them over to the Calcutta CorjKnation for their management? If not, wh) 
not ? 

The Hofi’hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: {a) Yes 

TheT'e are several juivate markets in Calcutta. These markets are coutrollei 
under sec tions d95, d9G, 897, 898, 899 and 400 of the Calcutta Municipal Act 
under which the Corjmration has power to sanction establishment of j 
private market, to grant its periodical licence undei' certain terms am 
conditions to take necessary action for maintenanee of proper drainage 
proper ventilation arrangement, general sanitation, etc., and to take actioi 
for closing an unauthorised market. But jx)wers of internal administratioi 
of a private market lie with the owners and not with the Corporation. 

ih) and (r) Generally an office exists for each market in charge of th< 
Superintendent or a Manager or a Sarkar. 

(d) Government have no knowledge of complaints made to the proprietor 
of Jagu Babu’e market. 

(e) Government will consider the matter. 
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(/) No: this is a step which may properly be taken by the Corporation 
of Calcutta and not by the Provincial Government. 

Irrigation firoiects in Bengal. 

42. Mr, NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon*bie Minister in chargee of 
the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state how many 
small irrigatiomil projects have been prepared and put into operation in all 
districts of Jlengal and how many in each district? 

(b) What is the total estimated cost of the same, and out of the 
total expenditure how much has l)een contributed by the Government of 
India and how much l)v Governmeiit of Penpal? 

(c) Do the Government of Penpal pro^mse to apply to the Government of 
India letiuestinp them to l)ear a part of the cost of such irripational schemes? 

(d) It not, why noty 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (^z) Two 
hundred and seventy-four small irripation schemes (i.e., schemes costinp 
less tlian Rs. 10, 01)0 each) have beeif taken up for execution. 

A statement of the number of schemes taken up in each district is laid 
on the Table. 

{b) Tlie total estimated cost amounts to Ks. I l,dO,J 77. The exact amount 
to he ('ontril)uted by the Government of India is not correctly known yet. 

(c) Tlie (Toverninent of India is approached for <M)ntribution in all suit- 
able schemes. 

id) Does not arise. 

Stuttine/tf referred to in rephj to question So. 42, shoirinq small irrigation 
.s'i'bemes (i.e, sehetnes eosting not more than Rs.JOJJfff) in eneh erne) 
toLrti up in different districts of Bengal, 



Number of 


Number of 

Name of 
district. 

small 
schemes 
taken up in 

Name of 
district. 

small 
schemes 
taken up in 


the district. 


the district. 

Bakarganj 

2 

M id napore 

... 21 

Pankura 

5 

Murshidabad 

... 10 

Pirbhum 

... 3T 

Nadia 

... m 

Purdwan 

5 

Rajshahi 

t> 

Popra 

8 

24-Farpanas 

1 

Dacca 

... 20 

Tippera 

1 

Dinajpur 

9 

Noakliali 

1 

Faridpur 

... 23 

Mymensinph 

4 

Hoophly 

8 

Pabna 

3 

Howrah 

... 10 



Jessore 

... 22 

Total 

... 2T4 

Khulna 

4 

Malda 

... 44 





Mr. NUR AHMED: With repard to {n), will t]»e Hon’ble Minister 
please state why no small irripation ])roject has been ])repared and put into 
operation in Cbittaponp? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA ^PAIN: Pecause presumably 
the Collector had no scheme ready. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In the statement to the question as printed, in 
I'cspect of the district of 24-Parganas there is found one small project: 
W’hat is that scheme, please? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: I ask for notice. 

Mfe NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister please consider the 
case of Chittagong as regards future projects? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Tes, I will. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Point of privilege regarding Public Accounts Committee, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I rise on a point of privilege 
of this House? It is about the appointment and functioning of a Public 
Accounts Committee of the Council. The Hon’ble Finance Minister in 
reply to a question of mine on this subject gave a very disappointing reply 
and the Hon’ble President also told us that he was helpless in the matter 
of the appointment of a joint committee of both Houses. Now, Sir, I think 
it is the right and privilege of this House to have a Public Accounts Com- 
mittee of its own and we would like to see it function in order to scrutinise 
the audit report ; otherwise it becomes a far(‘e. Therefore, I suggest that 
the appoiiitnient of a Public Accounts* Committee of this House should be 
made forthwith and should fiimdion, so that we may scrutinise the expendi- 
ture of the funds of this province. That is the point of privilege, Sir, and 
I think the Deputy President has the right to refer the matter to the 
Privilege (’ommittee of this House at once without consulting the House. 

Mr. RANAillT PAL CHOWDHURY: Another point of privilege 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let me dispose of this point first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM I : Mr. Deputy 
President, if you so desire J (*an make a fuller statement later on on this 
matter; but I may recall that this matter has been hanging fire for several 
years. T was trying to arrive at some sort of workable arrangement. 
Would my honourable friend Mr. llaridas Mazumdar kindly tell me if there 
is any Second Chamber in any jirovince which has got a Public Accounts 
Committee of its own? I do not tliink there is any. Besides, there is the 
difficulty that we may come in conflict with the either House. The onlv 
solution to this is that we may have a Joint Committee only if the other 
House agrees. So that it would seem to be a matter of self-denying 
ordinance. We cannot compel the (lovernment of Bengal to take notice 
of a Public Accounts Committee of the Bengal Legislative Council. On 
that there is a very big file which is growing for some time and part of 
which I showed to the Ilon'ble President. There has been a great deal 
of discussion on this subject but nothing seems to have inaterialised so far 
and I am, therefore, .somewdiaf hel])less in the matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Do you agree, Mr. Mazumdar, to wait 
for the fuller statement of the Honourable Finance Minister? 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: We have been waiting for the last 8 
year-s practically and perhaps may have to w'ait till the dissolution of the 
Legislative Assembly. I do not know* whether the Hon’ble Minister is 
within his rights to refer to the practice in other Upper Houses; but we 
consider it advisable and reasonable that the accounts should be scrutinised 
by this House. As a matter of fact, a Committee was appointed in this 
regard but it is not functioning. My ])oint is that this Committee should 
function. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDEitT: Mr. Mazumdar, I want personally to look 
into this matter and I won’t take much time. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In that casej I do not press it now. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will it be, Sir, before the 
budget discussion ? Every session we have been expecting a decision from 
the (3overnment but in vain. 

The HOffi’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I can make a state- 
ment showing the exact position but beyond that T cannot go. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRS Sir, this Committee has been appointed in 
terms of the rules of procedure of our House. Therefore, the question of 
procedure in another House does not arise. Fnder the Statute we have 
framed our rules of procedure. We have the rules of procedure of our own 
ami under those rules of proi'ednre this committee has been appointed and 
if it is not allowed to function 1 think the Hon’ble Finance Minister is to 
— ho is not the only culprit — other Finance Ministers are ei^ually 
guilty. Sir, it is high time that this House should take a definite attitude 
in this matter. I agree entirely with my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury that before the budget discussion is taken up this matter should be 
settled. 1 think this House is within its rights to refuse the discussion of 
budget unless some decision on the question of the functioning of the Public 
Accounts Committee is taken. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, what I suggest is that 
Government should treat this committee as a committee of this House which 
should go into the Ap])rfipriation accounts. May 1 know if it is taken as 
a House committee whether Government will co-operate in the matter)^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: In order that the 
Public Accounts ('Ommittee should function we must have the co-operation 
of tlie Accountant-General and it has to be considered whether he can be 
luevailed upon to do so. As far as 1 reimunber, the Auditor-General is very 
strongly against it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If T remember aright, it was arranged 
that a conference would be held to consider this question in which the 
HOn’ble T^resident and the Hon’ble Finance Minister would be present. 
May 1 know if any such conference took ]»lace? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: We have had 
several conferences last year. 1 also suggested a metding with the Hon ble 
Speaker of the Assembly. AVe have had meetings with the Hon’ble Speaker 
and the Hon’ble Presidimt but I do not think any decision was come to. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should like to go into the matter and 
make a full statement, and then the House may decide on its own course of 
action . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I mention that there are several 
adjournment motions 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. They 
are out of order because adjournment motions should be mentioned first 
thing after the question and before taking up any other business of the 
House. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, he is not right: privilege 
motion is taken first. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHAUDHURY: On a point of privilege Sir AVe 
have not received copies of the Civil List which we used to be supplied with. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will Hon’ble the Home Minister be 
pleased to enlighten on the point? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The master is still under 
the consideration of Government. I may say that scarcity of paper is 
standing in the way of supplying Civil List to the members. The printed 
copies at present available are not sufficient for the supply to the members. 
So, what 1 suggest is that when the new Civil List is printed, the honourable 
members will be included in the distribution list. 


Adjournment motions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have received several motions for 
adjournment. I am taking them up, one by one. The first motion stands 
in the name of Kai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee, but I find he is not 
in the House. So his motion falls through. The next one stands in the 
name of Mr. Lalit Chandra Hus which runs as follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of 
Government to take up in terms of the contract ihe undertaking of the 
Calcutta Electric Sujiply ('ompany to supjily electricity to Calcutta and the 
neighbouring industrial areas which will mature in 1948 by agreeing to 
extend the contract with the said Electric Supply Company till 1958 for 
supply of electricity to those areas, to the detriment of the best interests 
of the peo])le concerned. 

Now, has the honourable member tlie leave of the House to move the 
motion? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I object to the motion being 
moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As there is objection, I would request 
those honourable members who are in support of leave being granted 
to rise in their seats. 

(Eourieen honourable members rose in their places. ) 

As more than Id honourable members have risen in sup])ort of this 
motion, the honour'able member has the leave of the House to move his 
motion. I tix 1-edO j).m. tomorrow' for the discussion of this adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, there is no official business 
tomorrow. The adjournment motion must be discussed on a day when 
there is official business. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You may discuss it today. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Possibly my friend is regret- 
ting that he has hrouglit this motion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; One Bill may be left for 
tomorrow. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We have no objection to that. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Has. what is the harm if we proceed 
to discuss the adjournment motion just now? Are you not prepared today? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not at all, Sir, I left all my papers at 
home. The reason is, Sir, that the Government are trying to avoid the 
whole discussion, and that is w’hy they are praying for time. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right, ihen we shall take up the dis- 
cussion of this motion at 1-30 i>.m. tomorrow. 
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Presentation of Select Committee Report on the Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I begr. to present ihe 
report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1944, and I beg to move that this would be taken 
for consideration and passing on the 2nd of March, 1945. The reason why 
I want this facility is that we are in a hurry about this Bill; we have 
taken certain steps against persons in the matter of the closing of brothels, 
and unless we pass this Bill quickly there will be difficulty in enforcing this 
order. Therefore, I lK»pe honourable members will kindly ^agree to this 
short notice. 

Several honourable members: We have no objection. 

Panel Of Chairmen. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Under rule (> of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules, 1 nominate the following 
gentlemen on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session : — 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.K., 

Mr. W. B. (t. liaidlaw, and 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Committee Of Privileges. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Under rule 120 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, a C ommitt(‘e of Privileges is to be constituted by 
tdection. Under Standing Order 19(2) (/), I therefore, fix o p.m. on 
Friday, tlie 2drd Fehruary, 194d, as Ihe last <lute for receiving nominations 
for the said Committee. 

Committee on Petitions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Under rule 84 of the Ihuigal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, 1 nominate — 

the Deputy President, Chairvwti (e.r~offirto), 

Mr. Bankiin Chandra Dutta, 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee, 

Mr. Humayun Kahir, and 
Mr. Reajuddiii Bhuiya, 

on the Committee on J^etitioiis for the current financial year. 

House Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative 
’ouncil Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

the Deputy President, Chairman (e.r-officio ), 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario, 

Mr. R. W. X. Fergu.son, 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

Mr. Amulya Dhone Roy, 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar, and 

Mr. Birendra Kisbore Roy Chowdhury, 

»n the House Committee for the current session. 

Library Committee. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Under rule 121 of the Bengal Legislative 
ouncil Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

the Honourable President, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, j.p., 
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Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, and 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 
on the Library Committee for the current financial year. 


MttsagM from tho Aitombly. 

The 8ECRCTARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta); Sir, ihe following messages 
have been received from the Bengal TiCgislative Assembly: — 

(0 

‘‘The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting lield on the 2l8t 
November, 1944, agreed to the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land 
(Temporary Pix>vi8ions) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council, without any amendments. 

Syei) Nausher Ali, 

SpeaheVy 

Bengal Legislative Assenihlg,^' 


(ii) 

“The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 22nd 
November, 1944, agreed to the Coroners and (iiminal Procedure (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, with- 
out any amendments. 


Syei) Nafsiier Ali, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assemhly.^' 


{Hi) 

“The Bengal Tiegislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 22nd 
November, 1944, agreed to the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, without any amendments. 

Syeo Nausher Ali, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly 


{iv) 

“The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its 
meeting teld on the 18th December, 1944, has been duly signed by me and 
is annexed herewith. The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council 
to the Bill is requested. 


Syed Nausher Ali, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly.'^ 

Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Legislative Chambers 
(Members^ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 18th December, 1944. 
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(r) 

“The Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed 
bv the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 23rd 
Yovember, 1944, has been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. 
The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 

Syed Nausheh Ali, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly.** 

Sir I herewith lay on the Table the Albert Victor Leper Hospital 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944. as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly on 
the 23rd November, 1944. 


(vi) 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, was 
passed by the Bengal Lt^gislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 20th 
November, 1944, with the following amendments to which the concurrence 
of the Council is asked : — 


Amendments. 

(■lause S . — For the proviso to sub-clause (^) of clause 3, the following 
proviso has been substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that no force shall be used to a woman except by another 
woman empowen‘d in this behalf by the authorised officer.” 

Chwse 4— In suIm lause {!) of clause 4, in line 1. for the word ‘'may’' 
the w<»rd “shall” has been substituted. 

Chfusc 0. — For clause b, the following clause has been substituted, 
namely : — 

5. (7) An authorised officer may, subject to any rules made under 

‘‘OrderH a*! to conduct iind section 12 and to such directions as may 
diMipliiie. from time to time be issued in this 

behalf by tlie Provincial (joveriimenl, make orders in writing 
for regulating the conduct of, and the maintenance of discipline 
amongst, destitute ])ersons detained under section 3 in any place 
provided under section 4 and when such orders have been made 
every destitute person so detained in sugh place shall comply 
with sucii orders. 

(2) If any destitute person to whom an order uiuler sub-section {!) 
relates wiltully disob'' vs or neglects to comply with such order, 
he shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to be punish- 
ed with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 
months.” 

Clause 7 . — For sub-clause (1) of (dause 7, the following sub-clause has 
been substituted, namely : — 

“(1) The authorised officer may at any time repatriate a destitute 
person detained under section 3 to the usual place of residence of 
such person as determined by such officer: 

Provided that no destitute person shall be so repatriated unless the 
authorised officer is satisfied after such inquiries as he may 
consider necessary that adequate arrangements for ensuring the 
livelihood of such person have been made at such place of 
residence.” 

For paragraph (6) of sub-clause {2) of clause 7, the following paragraph 
has been substituted, namely: — 

“(6) by such means and such route or routes, as the authorised officer 
may determine.” 
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For sub-clause ( 4 ) of clause 7, the following sub-clause has been substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

*^(4) If a destitute person, — 

(a) wilfully obstructs any arrangements made by the authorised 
officer for his repatriation or refuses without reasonable cause 
to comply with any order of the authorised officer given by 
such officer for the purpose of effecting the repatriation of such 
person , or ^ 

{h) having as a result of repa’triation left or been removed from 
Calcutta or any municipality, subsequently returns to any 
place within either Calcutta or any municipality and is found 
begging therein, 

such person shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to 
be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
fo three months.’* 


Clause 8 . — In clause 8, in line 5, for the word “rule” the word “order” 
has been substituted. 

Clause 13.- 
namely : — 


-For clause the following clause has been substituted, 


“Continuanco of action 
taken under Bengal 
Ordinance III of 1943 
and Bengal Ordinance 

II of 1944 and validation 
of actions taken after 
the Bengal Ordinance 

III of 1943 coasod to 
1)0 in operation. 


Bon. Ord. 
Ill of 
1943. 


Kelief) Bon. Ord. 
II of 
1944. 


{1} .Any rules made or anything done or any action taken 
or any proceeding.s commenced in exercise of 
any jiower conferred by or under the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (Ilei)utriation and Relief; 
Ordinance, 1943, shall notwithstanding that 
the said Ordinance has ceased to be in 
operation, be deemed to have continued to 
have effect and to have been made, done, 
taken or commenced in exercise of the 
l)owers conferred ])y or under this Act as if 
this .Act had commenced on the 2()th day of October, 1943. 

(2) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or 
any proceedings commenced before the <‘ommencement of tliis Act 
but after the Bengal Destitute IVrsons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1943 (hereinafter nderred to in thi> .sub-.s(‘ction as 
the first Ordinance), ceased to be in operation ot]ierwis(‘ than 
under the Bengal Destitute Persons (Re]Jatriation and 
Ordinance, 1944, whicli#if the first Ordinance had been in opera- 

tioti could have bem validly made, done, taken or (‘ommenced 

in exercise of the powers conferred by or under the first Ordi- 
nance, shall not be invalid by reason of the fact that the first 
Ordinance had ceased to be iii oi)eration but shall be deemed to 
have been made, done, taken or commenced in exercise of the 

jmwers conferred by or under this Act as if this Act had com- 

menced on the k’lith day of October, 1943. 

(.7) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or 
any proceedings commenced in exercise of any power conferred 
])y or under the Bengal De.stitute Persons (Repatriation and 
Relief) Ordinance, 1944, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to 
be in o]>eration, be deemed to haye been made, done, taken or 
coinnienced in exercise of the powers conferred by or under this 
Act as if this Act was already in forte when such rules were 
made or such thing was tlone or such action was taken or sucdi 
proceedings were comnnuiced.” 

Clause 14 . — The clause has been omittetl. 

SvKi) Xavshkk Ali, 
Speaker. 

Bengal Lepislative Assembly.^* 



^ 945.1 


COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES. 


Sir 1 herewith lay the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and 
Relief) Bill, 1944, on the Table as returned to the Council after amendments 

the Assembly. 

(riV) 

“The Bengal Finance Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Vssemblv at its meeting held on the l‘lth December, 1944, has been duly 
dgned bv me and is annexed herewith. The concurrence of the Bengal 
Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 

Sykd Nai sher Ali, 
jSpeaker, 

Bengal Lcgi^dativc Assrnihhj.'* 

Sir I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Finance Bill. 1!»44, as jiassed 
liy the Benpal Lejtislative A.sseuihly at its meeting held on the Blth 
[ieceiuher, 1944. 

{riif) 

“The Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly at its meeting lield on the 21 >t November, 1944, has been duly 
dgned b\ me and is annexed herewith. The eoneurrenre of the Bengal 
l.egislative Conneil to the Bill is re(]uesled. 

Sykd NArsiiKii Am. 

Speaker, 

Bengal Lagislative Asmnbly.'* 

Sir, 1 h(*rewith lay on the Table the Murshi<labad Bill, 1944, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 21st 
November, 1944. 

Governor-General’s Assent to Bills. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have now to inform the House that the 
ffdiowing Bills which were pas.sed by both Chambers of the B(‘ngal Legis- 
Jatuie, have been assented to it by His .Excellency the ( Jovernor-f leneral 
under the provisions of section T(»(/) of the (lovernment of India Act,. 
19:;:); — 

0) The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, 

(2) The Coroners and Criminal Piocedure (Ihuigal Amendment) Bill, 
1944. 

Governor’s Assent to Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have now to inioim tlie ftouse that the 
following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Bengal Legis- 
lature, have been assented to by His Excellency the (jovernor under the 
provisions of Section To of the Gfovernment of India Act, 1935:— 

(1) The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provi- 

sions) Bill, 1944, 

(2) The Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1945. 

Communication from the Government intimating action taken by them on 
Motions adopted under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative CounojI 
Procedure Rules. 

SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following communica- 
tions have been received from the Government intimating the action taken 
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by them on the motions, referred to in the aaid communications, which 
were moved in and adopted by the Council on the Gth October, 1944, under 
rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules; — 

( 1 ) 

^‘GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Home Department. 

(Constitution and Elections.) 

No. 1443A.R. 

Feom S. C. CHATTERJI, Esq., Asstt. Secy, to the Government of Bengal, 

To THK SECRETARY, BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
DEPARTMENT. 


Dated Calcutta, the 19th Dece/nher, 1944. 

Sir, 

I am directed io refer to y<»ur memorandum No. loOO/ 1(1)L.C., dated 
the lOtli October, 1944, forwarding therewitli a coi)y of an Address presented 
to His E.\cellency the Governor under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Pules on the subject of the supersession of the Howrah 
Municii)alit V and t() state that the orders of the Hon'ble High Court have 
been complied with and that the Howrah Municipality is functioning 
normally. 

1 have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient seivaiit, 

S. C. ('HATTKPJl, 

Assistant Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal.^' 


( 2 ) 

“GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Home Department. 

(Constitution and Elections.) 

No. 123A.R. 

From S. C. CHATTERJI, Esq., Asstt. Secy, to the Govern ment of Bengal, 

To THE SECRETARY, BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Dated Calcutta, the 23rd January, 1946. 

Subject: — Address presented to the Governor hy the Bengal Legislative 
Council on the subject of exemption of the printing and publication of 
the Holy Quoran from the provisions of the Paper Control (Economy) 
Order, 1944. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your memorandum No. 1501 /I(I)L.C., dated 
the 10th October, 1944, on the above subject and to state as follows: — 

The Government of India have carefully considered the question of 
exempting the printing and publication of the Holy “Quoran” from the 
provisions of the Paper Control (Economy) Order, 1944, while they consider 
that the present acute shortage of paper does not permit of total exemption 
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granted in this rtopect, they are at the same time opinion that 

B fcers of the Holy ‘^Qnoran” would find it diflficult if they are to be 
by the restrictions imposed by the Paper Control (Economy) Order, 
1944. They have accordingly decided in consultatiuh with a representative 
of the Association of the Holy “Quoran** publishers, to relax the provisions 
of the Paper Control (Economy) Order in this respect as follows: — 

(z) Publishers of the Holy “Quoran” may use in a year commencing 
with the Ist July, 1944, for the printing of the Holy ‘‘Quoran” 
60 per cent, of the quantity of paper (by weight) used by them 
for the same purpose in 1948. 

(n) The publishers will in addition be granted, a ration of newsprint 
equal to (10 per cent, of the quantity of paper used by them in 
1943. This newsprint is allowed to enable the publishers to 
bring out cheaper editions of the Holy “Quoran*\ 

In view of the above no further representation to the Government of 
India is considered necessary. 


INTRODUCTION OF GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir. 
I beg to introduce a Bill lo amend certain enactments and to repeal certain 
other enactments. I may mention for the information of the hoiiourabJe 
nieml>ers that the Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 15th 
February, UMo, under rule 48 of the Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

The Secretary (Dr. S. K. 1). Gupta) then read the short title of the 
Bill: the Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1945. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon’bte Minister in charge of 
the Revenu(‘ Department. 

The Hon’bic Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg Uy introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1945. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill : The Beniral Tenanev 
(Amendment) Bill, 1945. . * 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Rent Recovery (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Kent Recovery (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill: The Bengal Rent 
Recovery (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


Bengal Legisiature (Corrupt Practices and Election Enquiries) Bill, 1945 . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister in charire of the 
Home Department. 


The Hon’ble Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to introduce the 
isengai Legislature (Corrupt Practice.s and Election Enquiries) Bill. 194.0. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill : Beniral Leirislattire 
(Corrupt Practices and Election Enquiries) Bill. 1940. Ki«i<iniie 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The BiU is introduced. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS REGARDING GOVERNMENT DILLS. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to give notice tbat 
I shall move on the 21st of February, 1945, that the Bengal Legislative 
Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, be taken into 
consideration and be passed. I do so on a very short notice, but as the 
matter is not controversial I hope that there will be no opposition from the 
other side. 

Mfa DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Order, order. If any honourable mem- 
ber wants to give notice of any amendment to this Bill, he will do so by 
5 p.m. tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to give notice 
that I shall move on the 7th of March, 1945, that the Bengal Legislature 
(Corrupt Practices and Election Enquiries) Bill, 1945, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the following members, with instructions 
to submit their report by the 30th of August, 1945, and that the quorum 
of the Select Committee be fixed at four: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin, 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed, 

(3) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(4) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, 

(5) Mr. Dhirendralal Barua, 

(6) Mr, W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(7) Mr. Srish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(8) Mr, Lalit Chandra Das, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmed,* and 

(11) the mover. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amend- 
ment) Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken into considera- 
tion during the current session of the Council, and that the Bill as settled 
in the Council be passed. I beg with your permission to ask that Hie first 
motion that the Bill be taken into consideration be taken up on the let 
March, 1945 and the second motion that the Bill as settled in Council be 
])assed be taken up on the 5ih March 1945. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
I beg now to give notice that during the current session of the Council I 
wshall inove: that the Bengal Repealing and Amendment Bill, 1945, be 
taken into consideration, and that the said^ill, as settled in the Council, 
be passed, 

and 1 ask your permission to move the motions on short notice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to give 
notice that \n the current session of the Bengal Legislative Council I shall 
move that the Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, be taken into consideration and passed as settled in the Council. 

I also beg to give notice that during the current session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council I shall move that the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Belief) Bill. 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, be taken into consiaeration and passed as settled m the Council* 
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I also beg to give notice that during the current session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council I shall move that the Bengal E^nt Recovery (Under- 
Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration as settled in 
the Council, and lastly — 

I beg to give notice that I shall move on the 7th Marcli that the Ben|;al 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1945, be referred to a Select Committee consist-, 
ing of the following members, with instructions to* submit their report by 
the diet August, 1945, and that the quorum of the Select Committee be 
fixed at four. 

The members of the Select Committee will be — 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

Mr. James Orr, 

Mr. Shris Chandra Chakraverty, 

Rai Brojendra Mohan Maitra Bahadur, 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee, 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Cliowdliury, and 
the mover. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEHT: Order, order. The House stands adjourn- 
ed till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow*. 

Adjournineiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 20th February, 
1945. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 19th 
February, 1946: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(7) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. B. C. Mukherjee. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Mr. S. N. SanyaJ. 

(14) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 194S— No. 3. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of tlf* Legislative Building, 
(Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 20th February, 1945, at 1-30 p.m., being the 
third day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section 02(2) («) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid (/Howdhukv, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 

Adjournment Motion. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Adjournment motion— Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move the motion wliieh stands 
in my name. It runs as follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrenc(‘, namely, the failure of 
Government to take up in terms of the contract tlie undertaking of the 
Calcutta Electric Supply C'ompanv <o supply electricity to (\ilcutta and the 
neighbouiing industrial areas which will mature in 1948 by agreeing to 
extend the contract with the said Fdectric Supply Company till 1958 for 
supply of electricity to those areas, to the detriment of the best interest of 
the people concerned. 

Sir, apart from its primary and basic duty of securing public ownership 
of all public utility undertakings in exercise of its option of acquisition 
provided in every public utility lease, license or agreement, tlu‘ Government 
of Bengal is duty bound to secure for the public inaximum amenities at 
minimum cost wliich can (»nly be done by elimination ot ^dividend, etc. 
associated with company managed utilities. T1 h‘ Calcutta Electric Sup}>ly 
(k)rporation is a very profitable concern paying fat dividends to their share- 
holders. It refused to reduce the rate of domestic Consumption to one anna 
per unit. Sir, soon after the last session, some time in November last, we 
learnt that the Government of Bengal, instead of taking up in terms <)f the 
contract the undertaking of the (alcutta Electric Supply Corporation to 
.supply electricity to Calcutta and the neighlmuring industrial areas whicdi 
will mature in 1948, had agreed to extend the contract with the said 
Electric Supply (k)r])oration for supply of electricity to those areas. This 
action on the part of the Government is greatly detrimental to the best 
interest of the people of this province. 

Sir, I have a shrewd suspicion the Government of Bengal will deny that 
there was any such understanding about extension. But I will show’ that 
it is virtually so. In a press interview^ in November last, a Government 
spokesman said: “The Bengal Government have been considering the 
({uestion of consolidation of the existing licences of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation to be in a position to acquire the complete undertaking 
at a specified date. The existing licences mature for purchase on dift'erent 
dates. Out of 14 licences, only 5 wnll mature in 1948 and the last one in 
1980. The purchase of the complete undertaking before the expiry of the 
last licence can be effected only by agreement betw’een Ihe com])any and 
the Government.’' This is astounding. Why not purchase the 5 under- 
takings which mature in 1948? Negotiation will be easy thereafter for 
the rest. For the ultimate adoption of a comprehensive scheme of public 
control, it is not necessary to buy the complete undertaking at the term- 
nation of the kit licence in 1980 or for that purpose to go into the question 
6 
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of the conaolidation of licences or negotiate terms with the company for aa 
earlier purchase. In doing so, the Bengal GoTernment practically extends 
the time not merely to 1958 but several years in future and at the same 
time becomes guilty of depriving the rights of the local bodies, such as 
the Calcutta Corporation, to purchase. Let us examine this point from 
another point of view. War is yet to end but the nations of the world are 
already busy making frantic preparations for the industrial competition 
which must follow the end of the war. The Government of India in its 
own way was not unmindful of the situation and has recruited Sir A. Dalai 
tor the Viceroy’s Executive Council to put forth his best efforts for the 
industrial regeneration of India and has also encouraged the provincial 
Governments to set up Post-War Reconstruction Committees. We find one 
such working here under the auspices of the Bengal Government. 

But really is Bengal Government serious about industrial reconstruction 
of Bengali Or how is it that they are unmindful of basic things y First 
task before them is to nationalise such basic things as electricity and coal, 
tram and telephones. Electricity is a great factor for working of plants 
of heavy or middle-sized industries at the cheapest cost. At moderate cost 
it is now one of the primary amenities of modern civilised life. ‘Here wan 
an opportunity for the Bengal Government to purchase the largest electrical 
undertaking in Bengal and this they have wilfully allowed to slip away. 
They have even put fortli. all sorts of lame excuses for obstructing thr 
GaJcutta Corporation to take up the tramways. These two actions on thr 
part of the Bengal Government have gone against the best interests of the 
country. Sir, an opportunity to purchase the undertaking occurred also in 
1938 but the Government was then reluclant to move. The Corporation 
were anxious to take up this undertaking but they were refused permission. 
Adjournment motions were moved in this House as well as in the Assembly 
at that time whereupon Government gave an undertaking that they would 
soon nationalise the electrical undertaking and that the extension upto 194M 
was the last. Now the Government intends to give a further extension 
beyond 1948 and therefore it amounts to a breach of promise on the part 
of the Government. At that time Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, who was 

then the Minister in charge of the Finance Depai*tment, went so far as to 

say that not only the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation but all the 
electrical (‘companies in Bengal will be nationalised and several electrical 

installations will be set up in different parts of the Province to bring in 

an industrial niillenium in Bengal. Both Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. E. 
Shahabuddin were then in the Cabinet. So it comes to this that promises 
are uttered to the ear only to be broken to the heart. We hope this time 
at least the promises would be fulfilled. 

Sir, the action of the Government agreeing to extend the contract beyond 
1948 has been detrimental also to the interests of the Calcutta Corporation 
without consulting which body no such extension should have been agreed 
to. 


For that part of the electricity-served areas as lie within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Calcutta Corporation, the latter has got undoubted right to 
purchase the undertaking. Quibbling of law may help the supporters ol 
the vested interests to point out that the Calcutta Electric Supply Corpo- 
ration supplies other areas than Calcutta, such as Tollyganj, etc., and so 
the Corporation cannot come in and the only authority to purchase is the 
Government of Bengal. From this contention I differ. The Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation holds different areas under different licences 
and so much of the licences as relates to Calcutta, the Calcutta Corporation 
has got the undoubted right to redeem and purchase the undertaking. The 
Government of Bengal therefore should not have in any way prejudiced 
their claim of negotiating with the Electric Supply Corporation for pur- 
chasing the whole system or so much of it as lies within its jurisdiction. 
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Sir, the Public Utilities and Markets Standing Committee of the Calcutta 
Corporation have made recommendations reiterating their policy of acquisi- 
tion of the electrical undertaking included within the Calcutta licence and 
declaring that the Corporation shall purchase the same on due date in 1948. 
The Calcutta Corporation has requested the Government to accord their 
sanction for their proposed ])urcha8e. They also statvd their reasons why 
they did not proceed to acquire the undertaking in 1938. The Corporation 
believed that the Government pledge to nationalise electricity in the 
Province as given in 1938 would be strictly adhered to and implemented 
by the Government. Instead of this, the Corporation says that Government 
intend to negotiate terms and enter into agrt'ement with the holders of the 
licences and thereby prolong, if not perpetuate, the existing Company- 
managed public utility concerns and negate the Government’s declared 
policy of nationalisation. 

Sir, the Corporation has even threatened litigation: for it says — 

‘'The Corporation will not allow any of their rights to go by default 
or be vitiated in any way by any steps taken by any party (includ- 
ing the Government of Bengal) and in the event of any such 
untoward action taking place, the (Corporation will have the matter 
redressed and remedied, if necessary, hv the final arbitration of the 
Laws.” 

This is the quagmire we have been placed in by the action taken or 
intended to be taken by the Bengal Governinent. Will Bengal Government 
see to its folly, correct the mistake and rise equal to the occasion? 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved: that this 
f’ouncil do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and of recent oeeurrence, namely, the failure of Governinent to 
take up in terms of the eon tract the undertaking of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Company to sup])]y electricity to Calcutta and tlie neighbouring 
industrial areas which will mature in 1948 by agreeing to extend the contract 
with the said Electric Supply Cimpany till 19o8 for sup])ly of electricity to 
those areas, to tiu* detriment of the best interests of the people concerne<l. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, 1 wholtdicartedly support the 
motion moved by inv learned friend Mr. [iulit Chandra Das, and he has ably 
stated his case. Sir, J want to place taudain facts before the House, and 
I sljall put two straight questions to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Commerce, Labour and Industries. 

Sir, what do we find in the di’fiV-rent jiarts of the world in regard to the 
question of nationalisation or mnnicipali.sation of not only the utility 
services but also big industrial concerns? Tjet me state one fact. On the 
4th June, 193o, Mr. Hore-Belisha, a Minister of the Jb'itish (^abiiiet, in 
reply to a question of Captain Bazzlel gave the following figures as to the 
rate of electricity for domestic consumption per unit: Sfjinchester — half a 
penny; Leeds — half a penny; Edinburgh — half a penny; (Jrawford — three- 
fourths of a penny; Yorkshire — one penny; Buckinghamshire — three-fourths 
of a penny; Wiltshire and Berkshire — one one-fourth of a penny. Sir, we 
are in close proximity of coal districts and labour is exceptionally cheap in 
Bengal. It has been found on a careful calculation that the generating 
cost per unit cannot exceed one pice; and after making all allqivances, the 
charge for domestic supply should not go beyond one anna * under any 
circumstances. .In 1937, Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatterjee as the Chairman of a 
Commission thoroughly enquired into the matter and recommended the 
reduction of the rate to two annas, to be further reduced to one anna later 
on. But from the rate-bill of the Calcutta Electric Supply (Corporation, Sir, 
you can see what has happened since then. Now, as regards the manage* 
ment of the firm, many amazing reports have reached the public. I do no* 
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know whether they are true or not ; but i am stating the matter and should 
wait for a reply from the Hon’ble Minister as to whether these facts are 
correct or not. I am told that Mr. Duff, in charge of the Garden Reach 
Power Station, has been systematically persecuting Indian employees and 
has stopped their increments due this year. The employees protested but 
they were threatened with immediate dismissal. They appealed to the Agent 
but in vain. This Mr, Duff has become notorious for abusing and assaultin^r 
junior Indian officers. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister to 
go into the matter and let the House know whether this is correct or not. 
As regards the questions that I should like to put to the Hon’ble Minister, 
the first is: whether it is a paying concern making a huge profit or not; if 
so, will the Hon’ble Minister let us have his reasons as to why this contract 
should be renewed at allP Why should it not be nationalised in view of the 
fact that Bengal have on her shoulders a very serious deficit budget. An 
ordinary prudent man of business would have taken up a big industrial 
concern under its administration and made sufficient income out of it to 
relieve the distress of poor Bengal, particularly after the flood followed by 
famine and pestilence of an unusual dimension. But I know that these 
prodigal sons of Bengal only know how' to waste money. I should like t(» 
know what is the policy that this Government would like to follow. If 
they fail to nationalise this imponant concern from the point of view of 
augmented revenues for the (jovernment and from the point of view of 
good management and more employment for the children of the soil, I think 
they will be held responsible before the bar of public opinion. If they 
fail t() help the Calcutta Corporation to municipalise this concern — if the,^ 
fail to amend the relevant sections by which the Calcutta (k)rporation can 
raise loan and purchase this utility concern, 1 think there is no justifica- 
ition for their existence any more. With these words, Sir, I support the 
motion and I hope all conscientious meunbers of this House will lend their 
sup])ort, irrespeclive of whether they sit here or there — to iny right or to 
rny left, — from tlo' ])oint of vi(uv of the best interest of Bengal. With 
these words, 1 whole-heartedly support the motion of my honourable friend 
Mr. La lit Chandra Das. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, the previous speaker first stated about nationa- 
lisation of the el(‘<'trieity concerns and then in the same breath referred to 
the municipalisation of the same concern. I believe in the municipalisa- 
tion as distinct from nationalisation of such public utility concerns as 
Electric Supply undertakings. Tramways, etc.; but things as they stand at 
present show that the efficiency of the Cab‘utta Electric* Supply Corporation 
will certainly be impaired if it is immediately taken over either by the 
present Government or by the Corporation of Calcutta, for it is difficult to 
judge which of them leads in the matter of incompetency and mal-admini- 
stration. And certainly nobody wants a repetition of such episodes in 
public as the vaccination scandal. It is however undoubtedly necessary 
that such public utility concerns should be run in the interest of the people 
as a whole and the profits should at least be shared by the consumers. In 
this view of the matter, taking advantage of this adjournment motion, I 
would like to place before the consideration of the Government a concrete 
suggestion and that is this: — 

That a (^'alcutta and Industrial Area Electricity Supply Board be formed 
with representatives of the Government, the present Board of Directors and 
representatives of the Corporation and the suburban municipalities in the 
districts of 24-Parganas, Howrah and Hooghly Avhich this Electric Supply 
Corporation serves and then necessary arrangements be made so that the 
rate-prayers as well as the residents in these areas be allowed to invest' up 
to a limited extent of 1 to 5 shares each, as was done when the Reserve 
Bank of India shares were floated; such Corporation would then be run as 
a co-operative profit-sharing society with the present company as Agent for 
a certain period of time. This will help in creating confidence of the 
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people in the management and efficient running of such concerns which 
also will directly benefit the consumers instead of benefitting the exploiting 
middlemen. 

By this I do not mean that the provincialiaation of all the electricity 
undertakings in l^engal should wait : but that * the same line may be 
followed also in different urban areas so that private profiteering is replaced 
by co-operative profit-sharing by the consumers and also by a large number 
of persons inhabiting the urban areas. 

The Hon’ble K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have listened to the debate 
with the greatest attention and 1 feel sorry to say that many irrelevant points 
have been introduced and most of the discussion is based on misinformation. 

T may refer to one or two ]M>ints mentioned by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
about the rates and the ill-treatment of a particular Indian officer by a 
junior officer of the company. 1 do not think either of these things could 
arise in (connection with the question of the nationalisation of the electrical 
undertaking whicli is under discussion just now. I w'as agreeably 
surprised to find Mr. Biren Roy speaking as a cham])ion of the present 
coinpany-nianagement or in its place a manag(‘ment of some other kind 
otlier than tTOvernment, hut T think he will have no support in the House. 
AVe Iiaveydefinitely stated our policy w'hich is to nationalise all the electrical 
ccmcerns. This poli(‘y was declared long ago by the then Minister in 
cliargp of (’ommerce, Hon ’hie Mr. Snhrawardy, and the ])r(\sent (lovern- 
nicnt also n*iterates that decisi(m. stand by that decision and we are 

doing everything to achieve that object. 

Now. Sir. 1 would very briefly explain the present position, as a lot of 
confusion and uneasiness seem to prevail in the mind of th(‘ members of 
the Oppo‘^iti()n and the ])ublic. These are all due to their misinformation 
on the subject and T must tell them what is the position. The Calcutta 
Electric Supply Cor])oration sup]»lies power over a very wide area extendiug 
from Barrackpore in the north to Budge Budge in the south on both sides 
of the river Hooghly hv virtue of 14 different licences granted on various 
dates from 1907 to 198o. These li(‘ences incliub* the usual option for 
purchase bv the Provincial Government in accordance with the provisions 
of the Indian Electricity Act of 19(K{ and 1910. The dates on which the 
option can be exercised by Govm-nment art*: (1) The first is October, 1948, 
for five licences 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: What about the exercise 
of the o])tion of purchasing the undertaking by the Calcutta Corporation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: If you like, I can deal with 
that question, but I do not think the question is relevant because, as has 
been admitted by Mr. Das, it is a debatable point whether the Calcutta 
Corporation have the right to exercise its option. As far as that question 
is concerned. Government have been advised that the Calcutta Corporation 
have not got the right to exercise its option, because that undertaking 
extends beyond the jurisdiction of the Calcutta municipal area 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAB: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 

I did not say that the Calcutta Corporation have not the right to exercise 
its option. I said that the Calcutta Corporation have got the right to 
purchase the undertaking so far as it relates to the area within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Calcutta Corporation. 

The Hon’ble Mr, K, 8HAHABUDDIN: I said that you admitted that 
if is a technical point and that there might he difference of opinion, and I 
told you that the Govemment have been advised that the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion have not got the right. 

As I was telling you. five of these licences will mature in 1948, seven 
in 1958, one in 1970 and one in 1980. The areas to which these licences 
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apply are served by three inter-connected generating stations — two, namely, 
cossipore and the southern, being situated in the municipal area in Calcutta 
licences for which were granted in 1907, and the third, namely, Mullajore, 
in the area of Bhatpara licence — 1934. The two generating stations in the 
Calcutta municipal area are a part of the undertaking for the purpose of 
the purchase but the third in the Bhatpara area is excluded and is not liable 
to be purchased at any time. The effect of exercising the first five options 
in 1948 will lx* that an important section of the system containing the two 
power stations will pass on to the hands of the Government and the rest of 
the system including the third power station — Mullajore — will remain for 
the time being with the Oahmtta Electric Supply Corporation. In view 
of its situation in the extreme north it is not conveniently placed for giving 
supplies to ihe areas for which the Corporation will still be responsible 
extending from the extreme north to the extreme south on both sides of 
the river TTooghly. The difficulties attendant on subdivision of the 
system are not insuperable but obviously it is more desirable from the point 
of view of the consumers as well as the public that the undertaking which 
has been built up for all practical purposes as one unit should remain as 
sucli and that Government acquire the complete undertaking by agreement 
with the Calcutta Eleciric Supply Corporation. The notice for exercise 
of the option of th(‘ purchase of the five licences maturing in 1948 need not 
be given until Gclober, 1940, under Ihe provision of the Indian Electricity 
Act. The demand for electric power is in ihe meantime increasing rapidly 
and it is essential in public interest that the system as a whole including 
the generating plants, ihe inter-connectors, sub-stations and the distribution 
net-work should be expanded. Government are accordingly considering the 
question of consolidation of the existing licences of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation to be in a position to acquire the complete undertaking 
by a specified' date which will be in accordance with the Government’s 
declared policy of nationalisation of the electric supply undertakings in 
the province 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When it is likely to mature? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDINs Well, Sir, if Mr. Das will only 
have some patience, I will tell the House everything: as much as I can tell 
the House at the present moment. The purchase of the entire electricity 
undertakings at a s])ecified date before the expiry of the last licence can 
he efiected only by agreement between the Electric Supply Corporation and 
the Government and the basis on 'which the transfer of the complete under- 
taking will be effected .would be clearly defined in the Agreement. The 
questitm arising out of the proposed purchase by Government and the 
conditions of a possible agreement are being examined in all their aspects 
and no final decision as to the exercise of the next option of purchase has 
yet been arrived at 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir,-- — 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHA'BUDDIN. Sir, I have not yet finished 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs If the CVirporation of Calcutta stand on 
their owm right 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not give way, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Well, if the Hon’ble Minister does 
not give way, I cannot help. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDINS Sir, the question of the Cal- 
cutta Corporation coming in does not arise. I have already told the House 
that 80 far as the Government is concerned, it has been advised that in the 
present circumstances the Calcutta Corporation has not got the legal right 
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to exercifle the option of purchase — that is one question. The sewnd ques- 
tion is that so far as the Government are concerned, their policy is not 
municipalisation but nationalisation of all such concerns. Even if there 
had been any right on the part of the Corporation to exercise any such 
option, if I may quote my friend Mr. Biren Rr/, 1 do not think any of 
my honourable friends here with the experience ot the Calcutta Corporation 
before him, would be very much enthusiastic about allowing them to acquire 
such a big concern as the Calcutta Electing Supply Corporation.- With 
regard to the point mentioned by the honourable mover of the motion that 
although the Government hud slated in 1938 that their policy was a policy 
of nationalisation, yet no steps have so far bet'ii taken with this end in 
view, I would just infonii the House that since 1938 (jovermnent have set 
up two enquiries through a very reputed firm and tlieii* firs^ report was 
received at an earlier date. (Mr. Shuisii Chanoka Ciiakkavehti : What 
is the name of the firm?) Well, Sir, the name of the firm is Mcrz 
MacLellan & Co., a firm of the highest international reputation. Govern- 
ment received their latest report — 1 am not sure, 1 am t.i>eaking from 
memory— about 9 months or a year ago — and on that report (ioverujnent 
have taken certain steps. 1 can assure the lIoiiNe of two things— that 1 
am looking into this question about the exercise of opticoi of purchase; as 
far as that is concerned, 1 have told the Mouse that th(‘rc are so many 
factors which have got to be taken into consideration; on that the date of 
the settlement depends. Negotiations are going on with the Government. 
It is not a question of tlie pundiase of the.se o licences oiilv but a question 
of the consolidation of all the licences at a specified dale and therefore 
naturally the question of negotiation (tomes in. Beyond that 1 do not 
think it will be in the public interest for Governnuuit to give any indica- 
tion. So far as the report of the Electricity Sub-Committee of the Post- 
War lle(*onstruction Co^nniittee is concerned, 1 do not think it. has been 
quoted (‘orrectly. As far as 1 remember, that Committee recommended 
that it should be 1958 and in any case should not be much beyond 1958. 
That was the opinion that the Electric Su])ply Corporation gave us. In 
any case, 1 give this assurance .to the House that as a nisult of the present 
examination Government have reached certain tentative conclusi(3ns and the 
Corporation’s reaction to them is awaited. 1 can however assure the House 
that if any satisfactory agreement is not reacdied in the near future. 
Government will not hesitate to exercise the option in 1948 and acquire 
that ])art of the undertaking which is governed by it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Go a j)oint of information, Sir. If the 
Corporation stands on their < rights, are the Government prepared to 

help them to municipalise that part of the undertaking which is under 
their jurisdiction and whether (iovernment will be J)I^^pa^ed to amend the 
relevant sections of the Calcutta Municipal Act to allow them to raise 
loans on their own behalf? 

Th6 Hon’blo Mr. K. SHAHABUDDlNs I submit, Sir, that that ques- 
tion is not relevant. But to satisfy my friend, Mr. Maziimdar, I may 
inform the House that it is the policy of the Government to nationalise the 
concern and not Jo municipalise it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In view of the assunincc given by the 
Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin, Minister in charge of ( ommerce and Industry, 
to the effect that if the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation do not come 
to any satisfactory agreement, Government will not hesitiMe to exercise the 
option in 1948, I do not think any useful purpose will be served by pressing 
my motion. I, therefore, beg leave of the House to withdraw it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Is it the pleasure of the House to permit 
Mr. Das withdraw his motion? 
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VOICES I Yes. 

(The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn.) 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Adlouriunent. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 2l8t 
February, 1945. 

Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 20th 
February, 1945: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nazi rud din Ahmed, 
pi) Mr. S. Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. K. Baksh, 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Bauer jee, 

(5) Mr. H. B. Chowdhury, 

((]) Mr, li. W. N. Ferguson, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan, 

(9) Mr. N. N. Moholanahish, 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji, 

(11) Mr. B. C. Mukherji, 

(12) J)r. K. S. Hay, 

(13) Mr, S. N. Sanyal, and 

(14) The Hon’hle Sir B. P. Singh Iloy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945— No, 4. 


The Council met in the Lej^islative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 21st February, 1945, at l-dO p.m., being 
the fourth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section 02(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aiidul Hamid Ciiowdiiury, j.p.) 
was in the chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ^ANSWERS 
Congestion in the tramways. 

43. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
if the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state— 

(</) what steps, if any, the Government have taken to cope with over- 
crowding of the tramcars of Calcutta as promised on a previous 
occasion ; 

(h) what steps, if any, the Government have taken to persuade the 
Company to issue transfer tickets at an early date; 

(c) in view of the present serious situation if the Government can see 

their way to ask the Company to provide for at least two extra 
seats for ladies in each car as the ladies’ seats are always utilised 
by men when ladies are not in and never go vacant > and 

(d) if the Government projxise to take immediate steps in this connec- 

tion if not already taken 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain); {a) 1 am 

informed by the Tramway Company that every tramcar capable of service 
has been put on the road, and that 30 ne^w cars are on order but delivery 
is being delayed owing to priority difficulties. The Company assures us 
that every attempt is being made to get out as much rolling stock as 
possible. 

(h) The matter was taken up with the Tramways (k)mpany early last 
3 ’ear and the Company examined the feasibility of re-introducing the system 
of transfer tickets in some form towards the end of la^t year. The Company 
now reports that in view of the following circumstances, viz., (a) over- 
crowding which makes it difficult for (conductors to carry about a large 
number of transfer tickets of different routes, (h) absence of a sufficient 
number of trained conductors due to discharge, resignation and other reasons, 
and (c) difficulty in the manufacture of tickets on account of an acute 
shortage of paper and dearth of ticket printing machines in Calcutta, it 
would not be possible for them to re-introduce Abe system, so long as the 
present conditions continue. Re-issue of transfer tickets will hardly result 
in any relief in the matter of overcrowding. It may on the contrary increase 
unnecessary travel and lead to more overcrowding. I am informed that 
the Company have introduced a discount ticket system, the use of which 
may result in some benefit to Tramway passengers. 

(c) I am informed that the Company have arranged to provide two addi- 
tional seats for ladies on certain routes exjierimentally and that if this 
* hecomefl popular, the provision will be extended. 

7 
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(d) In view of replies to («), (h) and (c) no further action appears 
necessary at present. 

Mri HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this reply was drafted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BAR ADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: The draft was pre> 
pared sometime ago but it was approved by me quite recently. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I want to know the date. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Perh aps you have not listened to the last 
portion of the Hon’ble Minister’s reply, namely, that the draft had been 
approved by him quite recently. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to the reply in (a), 
namely, “I am informed by the Tramway (’ompany that every tramcar 
capable of service has been put on the road, and lliat »!() new cars are on 
order but delivery is being delayed, owning to priority difficulties”, may we 
know what is the state of affairs just at the present moment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: It is difficult for me 
to say that; but as I understand, every eii'ort is being made to get them out 
as soon as possible. 

Mr. IBIREN ROY: What is tile totul number of curs runiiinff on the 
tramways in Calcutta? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: 1 wunt notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 want to know whether the increase of 30 new cars 
will relieve the hardships of the public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN; That is a matter of 
opinion. 1 am not ({uite sure that the addition of 30 new cars will not 
solve the present difficulties. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reftnem^e to the last sentence of 
the reply in (h), namely, that “1 am infonned that the ( onipaiiy have intro- 
duced a discount ticket system, the use of which may result in some benefit 
to Tramway passengers”, will the Ho^’ble Minister please let us » know 
what the discount ticket system is? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: If the honourable 
member refers to his neighbour who is the Agent of the Tramway Company, 
be will at once know that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It is very awkward that the Hon’ble 
Minister who gives the reply does not know what the significance of this is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN; 1 may say, Sir, that 
I do not know anything about it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; In view of what is stated in the replies 
in (a) and (b), am I to understand that by this overcrowding the Company 
is making fabulous profits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: It is difficult for me 
to say that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Do the Government propose, under 
these circumstances, to ask the Company to reduce the fares in the interests 
of the poor people of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: I understand that all 
concessions given by the railways have since been withdrawn. Therefore, 
I see no reason why I should ask the Tramway Company to make concessions. 
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Producers’ Co-operative Sooietiee. 

44. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Deparlment be pleased to 
state whether the Government propose to initia+e, encourage and help 
Producers' Co-operative Societies in Bengal? 

(b) If not, why not? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY, 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (r/) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: AVliat progress has already been made in the matter 
ol initiating the Producers’ Co-operative Societies? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 1 suppose the Governmenl is encourag- 
ing these Producers’ Co-operative Societies by explaining to tlu*m the rules 
and regulati{)ns under which the Co-operative Societies in Bengal work. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Would *‘exj)lainiiig the rules” help them? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The y cannot create shops themselves. 

Maintenance of a Central Hospital and a Modern Publicity Motor Van by the 
Asansol Mines Board of Health. 

45. Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Departimmt be 
])leased to state if the Government consider that a well-e(iuipped (\mtral 
Hospital and a ^lodern Ibiblicity Motor Van are to l)e maintained by tlie 
Asansol MiiK’s Board (d‘ Health for the welfare of the miners for whom this 
Bcaird is mainly constituted? If so, what immediate action do the Govern- 
ment ])n>j)ose to take? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY, 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): 

I’loposals have n‘cently b(‘en submitted by the Asansol Mines Board of 
Healtli to the Coal Mines W(*]fare Commissioner for a (Vntral Hospital with 
a cliain of n‘gional hospitals and also for a motor publicity van for the 
weltare of tlie miners to i)e financed from the Miners’ Welfare’ Fund. These 
are under examination of the local officers. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state when these proposals have been submitted? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: We have no other information besides 
what is disclosed here. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: It is stated in the reply that 
‘‘tliese are under examination of jthe local officers”. Will the Parliamentary 
Secretarj’ please say how long they will take to examine these matters? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I suppose they will deal with the 
matter as quickly as po.ssible. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, before you take up any other 
matter, may I bring forward a very urgent matter? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you refer to your adjournment 
motion ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Not exactly that, Sir. Before the 
adjournments motions are taken up, I would like to rise to a point of 
information. Members of this House may have read in today's papers that 
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a security prisoner, Mr. Satindranatli Sen, went on hunger-strike owing 
to the callousness of Government in the matter of their treatment of six 
T. B. political prisoners 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order: What are you referring 
to.^ I have now got to take up the adjournment motions. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I know that. But before you 
take up that business, I was asking for some information. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do that. I must 
take up adjournment motions now'. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I have got an adjournment motion 
standing in my name. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have received notice of an adjournment 
motion from Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which runs as follows : — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business .to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to fix the minimum price of raw jute in propor- 
tion to the statutorily fixed price of hessian at a time w^hen the 
jute acreage for the next crop is being detennined.” 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I want to move this adjournment 
motion in the interest of the jute-grow^ers of Bengal, and criticise the w'ay 
in which the department in charge of the agriculture of Bengal is 
working 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, before you proceed 
further, please let me see if the motion is in order. You w'ant to discuss a 
matter which I am afraid is not the concern of the Provincial Government. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It deals with jute and jute is a provin- 
cial subject. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, but your motion refers to the fixa- 
tion of tlie minimum price of raw jute. On enquiry it appears that the 
price of raw jute was fixed not by the Bengal Government but by the 
Government of India. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But it must have been done in consulta- 
tion with the Provincial Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It appears that the price has been fixed 
under the Defence of India Rules by the Central Government 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But the blame attaches to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for not having advised them in accordance wuth the needs 
of the province. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How' do you know that? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I know that. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would request ihe honourable member 
to have some patience and listen to me first before he tries to explain his 
motion. Will he please explain how he fixes the responsibility on the 
Provincial Government ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in this mattei it is the duty of the 
Provincial Government to advise the Central Government on what lines 
they should proceed in the best interest of the province and if this Govern- 
ment will come forward with a statement showing clearly that whai they 
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have' done is in the best interest of the province, them only an adjournment 
motion of this nature will not be necessary. But surely the Provincial 
Government play a very important part in deciding these things. This 
Government were surely invited by the Central Government to state their 
views; but what transpired there we do not know and we want to know 
that. If, therefore, the Governmenjt are prepared to come forward witli a 
statement, then only I would not press my motion. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: May I say in the 

absence of the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the subject that these matters 
were discussed between the (lovemment of India and the Government of 
Bengal? 1 myself happened to be present at one of those discussions in 
January this year; but I am not in a position without the necessary papers 
to say ^ust now as to what exactly happened then. This is a matter of 
adjustment between the Government of India and the Government of Bengal 
and I believe that as a result of the conversations some satisfactory solu- 
tion has been arrived at. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: If they come forward with a fuller state- 
ment later on, I would not press my adjournment motion. But it is no use 
saying that we should co-operate and this and that. How could we draw 
the attention of the Government unless we do so by adjournment motion? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

In the first place, this adjournment motion is out of order because it is only 
a matter of opinion as to whether a parity price of jute has been fixed or 
not. (Mr. Shhisii Chandka CiiAKiiAVKim : But is a facJ.) The 
Government of Bengal did tlieir best to secure the int(*rest ot the^ jute- 
growers of Bengal. In a discussion in which the Government of India has 
the supreme authority, the Government of Bengal irnist abide by tlndr final 
decision 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But you should expbain your conduct 
whether or not 


The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We tried our best to secun* for the jute-growers of Bengal a bett(‘r price; 
but we had to yield at last to the final decision of the Government of India. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I am not censuring the Gov(‘rrmient of 
India. What I and the members of this House want to know is: what 
this Government has done with regard to fixing tlie ])rice of jute in c.onsul- 
tation with the Government of Leiia. I know that was a purdah discussion, 
but we have every right to know what part the Government of Bengal play- 
ed to safe-guard the interests of the jute-growers of Bengal. If we are 
shut out from knowing this, T do not know what will happen in future. 
They ask for our co-operation. But if they want us to do so, they should 
come forward w'ith a statement to the satisfaction of this House and through 
it of the public at large. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I may say. Sir, that it was not a public meeting. It was a private dis- 
cussion between menubers of the Government of Bengal and the Government 
of India. So it is not possible, without the permission of the Government 
of India, to disclose this matter. All that we can say is that we tried our 
best to secure the interest of our jute-growers. More than that we are 
not in a position to state, because it is a matter in which the Government of 
India is vitally interested. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I request the Hon’bie Leader of 
the House to secure the permission of the Government of India — (although 
I know that no permission is necessary in Ibis respect) — and make a state- 
ment. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I enquire whether the 
decision was taken by the Government of Bengal or the Government of 
India? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The Government of India. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: What is the decision of the Government 
of India with regard to this problem? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Was the decision of the 
Government of India deptmdent on the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Certainly not. We have had to depend on tlie Government of India entirely 
in the matter. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: We are not interested to know whether 
it was ae-eepted by the Central Governnn'nt or not, and 1 am not censuring 
the Central Government. 1 want 1o know wliat w'as the suggestion of the 
Ministry here. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

That is confidential. We have taken cerlain decision in (he Cabinet on 
this Jiiatter and we cannot disclose it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We want 1o know whether the Provincial 
Government took any decision in the matler. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

It cannot take any decision in the maiier. As 1 hav(‘ aln^ady said, we have 
tried our best to secure better prices for jute. . But the (Vibinet decisions 
are 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I do not care for your Cabinet decision. 
But we are entitbvl to know what attempt was made to lielp the jute-growers. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have heard both sides 
and 1 find this motion not in order. 

The next adjournment motion of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar runs as 
follows: “That this (Niuncil do adjourn its liusiness to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Governmeut 
of Bengal to stem the tide of ejiidemics of (dioli'ra, small-pox and malaria 
in the jirovince taking a huge toll of lives after disastrous famine of 1943.^’ 

With regard to this adjournment motion, T may inform the House that 
the Hon’ble President withheld bis consent. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But he is not present here now. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He had passed orders before he Mi for 
London. 

Mr. Mazumdar, your next motion has also been disallowed by the 
Hon’lde the President. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I beg to move the next one which runs 
as follows: “That thivS Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government 
of Bengal to grant suitable maintenance allowance to the dejiendants of the 
flecurity and State prisoners detained without a trial when prices of 
necessaries of life are running abnormally high.” 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Can you satisfy me that this matter is 
of recent occurrence? 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, because it is of a continuing 
nature and it is a very urgent matter of public importance. We are all 
interested in it, so also are the fajiiilies of these people who are practically 
the servants of the country. If you do not hold ibis to be an important 
matter, I do not know what is important. This Council is the product of 
the sufferings and sacrifices of those people who are in the prison now and 
tliese Hon’ble Ministers are reaping the benefits of their efforts. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Miizumdar. if the rules allow a dis- 
cus.sion of this motion, 1 Imve no objection. If it is a continuing grievance, 
then it cannot be discu.ssed as an adjournment motion. I want to know 
whether tlieie is any new teature in your mothin. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, tiie prices have gone up abnormally 
within the last two or three montlis. At that time there was no session, 
and so we had no otlier alternative but to come btd'ore you in the beginning 
of tliis session. I maintain, Sir, that it is a very important matter and of 
recent occurrence. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should like to hear tlie (Tovernmeiit 
point of view. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, this is a Budget 
Session, and only tin* budget sliould be discussed. Of ccuirse, in that 
connection, this subject may very pro])erly l>e mention(‘d. If tlu* subject 
is of a continuing natuic, (hen it is all tin* more reason why it sliould not 
ht‘ regal (h‘d as (‘i(ht‘r urgent or oi r<‘C(‘nt occurrence. As a matter of fact, 
this matt<‘i can b(‘ raiscal while discussing th(‘ bmlgid. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Now that objection has been raised, does 
Mr. Mazumdai’ still ])ress foi- it ^ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT:' Then 1 would reijuest the honourable 
meinlaus ^^ho are in ta\our ot the motion to rise in their st‘ats. 

tlicss than Id im-mbers rose in their seats.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As less than Id imunbers have stood, I 
t;»,kc it that the honourable mover has not the leave of the House. 

The ne.y motion stands in the name of Mr. Bankim (diandra Muklnuji, 
but as lie is not jiresent here it falls to th(‘ ground, d’lie next motion also 
stand.s in his name. Therefore, also falls to the ground. 

The next motion stands in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdai’. It runs 
thu> : — 

1 hat this ( ouncil do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
ot urgent public*, imjiortance, namely, the failure of the Government 
of Bengal to recommend to the (.’entral Govcumment the release of 
the ]K)litical juisoners, particularly of th(». members of the JiCgis- 
lature enabling them to take part in the Budget Session. 

Bo you i)res> for it, Mr. MazumdarJ^ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. I do not. 

\f PRESIDENT: The next motion stands in the name of 

Mr. i.alit ( ha^dra Das which runs as follows: — 

Ihat this ( ouncil do adjourn its bu.siness to discuss a definite mattc^.r 
of urgent public importance, namely, the situation which has arisen 
out of (biyernment’s failure to arrange for supply of cloth, the 
scarcity of which has now reached its zenith causing intense dis- 
tress to the people of this Province. 

Do you press your motion? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, certainly. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will you first of all satisfy me tha,t it 
is the concern of the Provincial Government? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As there does not seem to be any objec- 
tion, is it necessary for me to justify my motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is not a question of consent or oppo- 
sition. The Chair must be satisfied that a motion is in order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my motion relates to Government’s 
failure to make arrangements for supply of cloth which includes distribu- 
tion thereof. The Government of India have their own Textile Commis- 
sioner, who fixes a certain quota of cloths for the provinces, and I do not 
fix any responsibility for that on the Government of Bengal. The quota 
has been fixed by the Central Government, although it is only 10 yards 
for Bengal per head while it is 18 yards per head in the provinces of the 
Punjab and Bombay. For this I do not hold the Provincial Government 
responsible but I do hold them responsible for failure to make arrange- 
ments to get their quota in full and to have them properly distributed in 
the localities which stand in need of them. Look to the wording of my 
motion, Sir. The words are ‘failure to arrange for supply of cloth” to 
meet the ever-increasing needs of the people. Therefore, it is the primary 
responsibility of the Government to make arrangnients for supply, which 
includes distribution, of whatever cloth they have at their disposal; and 
since they have failed to do so, I have brought forward this motion. This 
part of my motion does not at all concern the Central Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Would you please specifically explain 
what is the responsibility of the Provincial Government which they have 
failed to discharge? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. First of all, the Provin- 
cial Government failed to obtain tlieir full quota; and in the second place, 
they failed to get the quota properly distributed to the different centres so 
that the people might get them. This surely is within the responsibility 
of the (government of Ifengal and this the Government have tailed to 
discharge. Thai is my motion, Sir. I do not say that the Central Govern- 
ment have not the right or the responsibility tf) fix the quota of cloth etc. 
I perfectly agree with the view that so far as the fixation of the quota is 
concerned, it is the duty and responsibility of the Government of India and 
that the Government of India have, in consultation with the Government of 
Bengal, fixed the quota for Bengal at ten yards jier head, — a very inadequate 
qua,ntity — althougli for Bombay and the Punjab they have fixed the quota 
at 18 yards per head. That is a grievance which we have against the 
Government of India but I do not voice it here. What I do press in my 
motion is that part of it which is concerned with the primary reponsibility 
of the Provincial Government, namely, to see to it that whatever cloths 
could be had from the Central Government are properly distributed to the 
difi'erent centres to meet the needs of the people; they have not done so, 
whereas on the contrary all the cloths have gone to the black-market 
which they have failed to control. That is why I have brought this motion. 
I have carefully worded my motion to the eftect that Government have 
failed to make arrangements for supply, etc. In that view of the matter, 
I submit that the motion is in order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

I may say that the motion as it stands on paper is quite different from the 
explanation that has just now been given by the honourable member. He 
does not say anything about distribution in his motion; he only speaks of 
supply and scarcity, which is due entirely to Jthe action of the Government 
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of India. If it were only a question of defect in tlie distribution of the 
quota obtained by this Government, then, of course, the motion would be 
in order. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have said “Supply^' which includes 
distribution. 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

No, Sir, he speaks of supply and scarcity. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But, Sir, does not distri- 
bution come under supply, specially in view of the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Commerce Member of the Government of India who fixed* some 
amount of responsibility on this Government as well? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, by the conduct of the present 
Ministry the black-market has been created and that has to a great extent 
been responsible for the cloth famine. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Although it appears that the adjourn- 
ment motion is not very happily worded, yet I would not stand in the way 
of the honourable member if be gets the leave of the House. I would, there- 
fore, request those members who are for the motion to rise in their places. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, as there seems to be no objection, is 
there any necessity for members to rise in their places? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Surely the Hon’ble Minister raised an 
objection I 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But why should the 
Hon'ble Minister fear a discussion of this point? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

As T have said, if we had failed to distribute the quote of cloths properly, 
then we would not have objected but we have not done that. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

As the re(]uisite number of members has not risen, I take it that leave 
is not granted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to my enquiry 
regarding Mr. Satindra Nath Sen, who has gone on hunger-strike, I would 
request the Leader of the House to make a statement — 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is a unique procedure which I 
cannot allow. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; That is th(j convention here and I 
would be satisfied if the Hon’ble Leader of the House makes a statement on 
the subject. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: At this stage I cannot allow discussion 
of any subject which is not included in the Order Paper. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Then afterwards, I shall move in the 
matter today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If time permits. 

Statement of action taken on Resolution adopted by Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I make a 
8 atement of action taken on a resolution of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which 
was passed by this House? 

Mr. DEPUTY DREOincMT. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, in accordance 
with the provisions of sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 95 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules I have the honour to place for the information of 
the Council the following statement regarding the action taken by the 
(government on the resolution regarding census of the destitutes and the 
unemployed, that was passed by the Council at its meeting held on the lOtli 
March, 1944: — 

Government recognise that it would be of material help to have an 
economic survey of the whole province, house by house; but as this is not 
practicable at present arrangement has already been made to have a random 
sample, survey of the economic condition in the distressed villages of this 
province through the Indian statistical Institute by paying a grant-in-aid 
not exceeding Rs. 25,000 to the institution. The survey' will be conducted 
in about 600 villages selected at random in the distressed subdivisions of the 
province, with a view to find out the degree and extent of destitution, the 
classes of peoj)le who have suffered and the way in which they have suffered 
as also the estimated requirements for their relief and rehabilitation. 

Report in hand from the Indian Statistical Institute shows that about 
65 villages are being surveyed per month and that the analysis of tlie data 
already received is in i)rogress. A model report on one or two subdivisions 
is ex})ected shortly. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I had the honour to move this 
resolution wliich was passed by this House. Now I find that practically 
the Resolution which was passed in this House is being sabotaged and only 
a random survey here and there is being made to the satisfaction of the 
Hon’ble Minister and that will take the ])lace of the Resolution — 

‘Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What are you driving atP There is no 
scope for discussion on this statement. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Ts it not o|)en for disctissioii y 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: iSo. 

Presentation of the Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts for 

194243. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMi: Sir, incom])liance 
with section 169 of the (lovernmeiit of India Act, 1 beg to lav before the 
Bengal J^egislative Council the Approjiriation Accounts and the Finance 
Accounts for the year 1942-43 together with the Audit Rei)orts thereon. 
In the absence of the Auditor-General’s report this could not be presented 
earlier. 

The Bengal Legislative Chamber (Member’s Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 
1844, as passed by the Assmbly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ijegislative Chamber (Members’ l^mioluments) Amendment 
Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very simple Bill. It seeks to enhance the emoluments of 
the members of the Legislature. This is no occasion for lieroics. After all, 
it was felt that in view 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. We have not yet been 
at least informed wliether there is going to be a Public Accounts Committee 
of this Council. Tlierefore, what is the use of the presentation of the 
Appropriation Accounts? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Before I adjourn the House today, I shall 
make a statenieut on this point. Yes, Mr. (ioswami. 
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The Hpn’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI! As I was saving, it 
was felt by Government that members’ emoluments should be increased in 
view of the prevailing higher cost of living. It is not contended that 
the emoluments given to the members of the Legislature are any measure oi 
the valuable services they render, nor are they in many l a-ses anything like a 
compensation for the losses that some of them n: .'v sustain in attending 
meetings of the Legislature. It will he remembered tliat payment ot 
salaries was introduced in the British House oi Commons after the advent 
of the Labour Party. Before that it was considered infra dig for M.P. s to 
accept a salary. But the primdple is this, that member.s of a fiCgislature 
have high responsibilities and it is the duty ot tlie Government and tliere- 
fore of the people to enable them to discdiarge thos(‘ duties. It is surely 
not crime not to be a ri(‘h man and some of the members ot the Legislature 
may not be in a position to regularly attend the meetings of the ^legislature 
without some pecuniary assistance from the State. Aft(»r all, the emolu- 
ments now admissible to the members of the Legislature are not very high; 
nor would the proposed enhancement make them very high. It is just to 
enable those honourable members who might reciuire assistaiu’e to discharge 
their duties that this enhancement has been pro]>osed. 

I ho])c there will be not much discussion on this subject. I am reminded 
of the famous letter of Ldmund Burke to his const if uenls in which he said 
that it would be his duty to “magnify the oilice” on being returned to the 
House of ('ommons. It is only meet and proper that we should see that 
members of the I.egislature in coining away from tlnor hom(‘s and spimding 
a lot of time in this exj)ensive city of Calcutta art' not (‘ompellt‘<l to be under 
any obligation to friends and relations, and that they should, at any rat(‘, 
be able to discharge their duii(‘s witinmt any sense of obligation, ^riiat is 
the only ])urf)ose of this JJill, and that was the i)urpose of the original 
enactment which fixed the (‘moluimmts of nnunlnus. The enhancement is 
really very small, and T think it is only right ami ])roper that w(* should 
take into acM’ount the increased cost of living in Ca lent la. 

Dr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mot ion mov(‘d : That the Bengal la^gis- 
lativ(' Chambers (Member^’ Kmoluments) Amendment Bill, 1914, as ])ass(‘d 
by the As.^emblv, be taken into coii'^ideration. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, J imm* I<» opiiose th(‘ motion for 
taking the Bill into consideration. In doing so, I jiiopose to bt‘gin by 
reterfing- to what tin* HonTih* tin* hinam*!* Ministc*!’ has just now' said 
(jUoting the speecli of Mr. Ldmund Burki* that wlnni In* entered the prendnets 
of the liegisIatuK* he said tliat he would “magnify” tin* office. If 
magnif\ing the oflice would siinjily mean (*arning more, I will not. agree 
with the Hon'ble Finance Minist^n. atnl certainly that was not iji tin* mind 
of Mr. Burke. Gf course, 1 ma\ say that this Bill is in tune with the idea 
prevailing at the juesi-iit tinn* ail around. At pres(‘nt inordinate greed is 
rampant among all sections of the people in the countr>, and tlie.re is a 
desire for jirofit b\ means fair or foul. This Bill is consistent with that 
spirit. But we should renieinber that wa*, the iin‘mber.s of the Jjcgislatun*, 

an* not wage-(*arners. Before we did take the responsibility of re])resenting 

our countrymen here, w'e must have realised that it is not a jibna; Avln‘re 

we go for earning, it is not a place for making ])roflt: but that it is a 

place where w’e go to .serve; and when the (piestion of servi(;e comes to oui' 
mind w’e must be prepared for any sacrifice that may be demafided of us. 
I agree with the Hon’ble Finance Minister when he says that tln^ increase 
in the emoluments jinipo.sed in this Bill is not very high. But it is not the 
question of the quantum of increase that really matters. It is a question 
of the principle involved. Already there is a (;raze tor augmenting one's 
earning by any means, no matter wdiether by black-marketing or by pro- 
fiteering or bj* killing one’s countrymen. The members of the Legislature 
ought to .set their face against all the.se tactic.s and agree not to have their 
salaries increased. The neonle will noiiit their fi Hirers tow’nrds iis and 
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say : after all, you are also after the same grame, you are also anxious to 
earn more at the expense pf the famished and starving rate-payers. So, in 
order to keep the standard of our ideology quite high, we should set an 
example before the country by unanimously opposing this proposition for 
increasing the salaries of the members of the Legislature. In this connec- 
tion, I have to acknowledge most painfully the fact that various reports are 
in circulation saying that persons who had come here for serving the country 
are adding to their coffers by nefarious means taking advantage of their 
position as members of some important committees. I say that these are 
mere reports but reports which are perhaps not baseless. In view of 
these allegations, it would be a shame and disgrace to be a party to increase 
one’s own salary. This is not a place where we have (^ome to 
add to our bank balance, this is not a place where we have come to earn 
our pounds and shillings. Here we have come to serve our countrymen 
and to serve the country; and if in the course of this service we have to 
undergo privations, we must be ready for them. Before members under- 
took this responsibility, they had certainly decided that they must shape 
their standard of living in such a manner that they may live on a small 
income and devote their whole time and energy in tackling the problems 
confronting the country. So, on principle, 1 oi)pose the passing of this 
Bill and also oppose the motion for consideration of the measure. Indeed, 
as I said at the commencement of my speech there seems to be an idea in 
the country that we are out here to make profiteering. Often we hear of 
black-market, and of unconscionable profiteering; but if we, being members 
of the legislature, lend our support to such measures for increasing our 
own emoluments, people may come down upon us and say “here you are 
openly increasing your earnings, and are profiteering by direct means. 
Others mav be profiteering behind our backs but you are ‘open black- 
marketeers\ because you have the power to legislate for it, and therefore 
you have thought it fit to increase your own emoluments.” I would appeal 
to all to consider the matter from that angle of vision, and not to consider 
it from the aspect that, after all, the burden on the Kx(dieqiier entailed 
thereby would not be very heavy. Let them recall to their mind the promise 
which they gave to their constituencies when they entered the legislature 
that they were going to the Legislature to serve their countrymen and not 
to “serve” their own ])orkets. So, I would repeat that 1 oj)pose this motion 
on prin(Uple and may say that members of Jjegislatures should not convert 
themselves into dirty wage-earners but should set an example to the world 
that they are ready to serve, — w’hether there may be any earning or not in 
such service and suffer any amount of privation. Sir, I hear sojne 
grumblings on my right. I know that theii* is nowadays enougli money 
on that side but let us not be lured by that. 'J’liere may or may not be o})por- 
tunities to earn a fortune but perhaps the country will not forget or forgive 
them wdien the time will come. 

Mr. K C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 8ir, I am not speaking as a member 
of the Uovernment but in my individual (‘apacity. May I refer to the 
expression “dirty wage-earners” which if 1 mistake not w^as used by the 
Leader of the Opposition — 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The expression msed by me wms that 
should not convert ourselves into dirty w^age-earners”. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, my leader has stated the position 
of the Opposition very clearly. He has also pointed out that the policy and 
the machinery of the present Ministry has been directed towards some 
objects w’hich are not at all desirable. Example is better than precept. 
Today T find that we have lost one of our friends from this side and is now" 
a Parliamentary Secretary — that is the way the present Ministry is 
strengthening their group every day. This is not the i)roper way to 
strengthen the party; there ought to be some other way. We should not 
come here to make money. With these words, I oppose the motion. 
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Alhad) Khan Bahadur SHEIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, 1 also oppose 
this motion. In view of the present economic condition and when there is 
a huge deficit in the Bengal budget, we cannot afford to imitate other pro- 
vinces who are prospering. In the Punjab, they have increased the salary 
of members because that province is much better ofi. But we cannot afford 
to increase the salaries of the members. So I oppo the motion and I hope 
that other members also will not support this nu*;\iiure. 

Mfi BIREN ROYS Sir, I do not want to say much. I may only add 
that it is a tactless move on the part of the majority party to bring this 
Bill. It shows that having got all the means in their power, they are 
using them to finance their party and party-men. What is the use of this 
additional fifty rupees It is really insulting the members. It Avas not at 
all necessary. It is a vote-catching measure and as such it should be 
refused by the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Deputy Presi- 
dent, I do not suppose there is any need for a reply. The honourable leader 
of the Opposition spoke about “wage-earners” and said that the members 
of the Legislature should not be looked upon as “dirty wage-earners”. First 
of all, 1 may say that I did not call them “wage-earners”. As a matter of 
fact, I prefaced my remarks in moving for consideration of this Bill by 
saying that tlie proposed enhanced emoluments do not represent an adequate 
cony)ensation for the valuable w’ork they do, and that they (*annot be measur- 
ed in terms of money. The principle behind the Bill is that j)eo])le should 
not by reason of their pecuniary inability be prevented from adequately 
discharging their responsibilities. I1iey may be true representatives but at 
the same time it is not always possible for everybody, even if he is a very 
worthy person, to discharge his duties as a legislator in Calcutta. That is 
all that I have got to say, except that it is open to honourable members not 
to draw the salaries for their own use (laughter from the Oi>po8ition 
Benches). I am not joking, because I have known members of this Legis- 
lature who devoted their salaries to good causes. In fact, they ear-marked 
their salaries for charilable and public purposes. In the last resort, lionour- 
able members of the ()j)po8ition can always preserve their self-righteousness 
by saying that the increased emoluments were forced uiion them by a 
wicked Government. ^ 


li PRE8ipENT; The question before the House is that the 

^engal Legislative Chambers (Members^ Lmoluments) Amendment Bill, 
1^44, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 1. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is: that clause 1 stand i)art of the Bill. 
(The motion wass agreed to.) 


CloAises 2 and 3, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill, 
question before the House is: that clauses 2 and 3 stand jiart of the 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Title nnd the Preamble. 


, Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 

the Bill. 


The Title and the Premable be added to 
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The question before the House is : that the Title and the Preamble be 
added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment 
Bill, 11^44, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

I do not think another speech is necessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Legis- 
lative Chambers (Meml)ers’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, as settled 
in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is : that the Bengal J legislative Chambers 
(Members’ Emolumments) Amendment Bill, 1944, as settled in llie Council, 
be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Before J adjourn the House, 1 want to 
make a statement regarding tlie Public Accounts Committee of this House 
as 1 promised to do day before yesterday, but 1 am afraid 1 am not in a posi- 
tion to make a statement to-day which may be considered very useful to (he 
House. To make a full statement 1 shall have to make a careful study of 
a huge file which had been started as far back as in 1940. Then it may 
be necessary to have a thorough discussion with the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister and possibly with the Hon’ble the Speaker as well which will 
require time and which is not possible before the commencement of the 
general discussion of the Budget to-morrow. The Hon'ble Finance 
Minister is under heavy pressure of business and is unable to s])are time 
in the midst of the budget session. As a result of a cursory glance at the 
file, it appears that strenuous efforts have been made in tlie past on behalf 
of this C'ouncil for a Public Accounts Committee of this House and lots 
of correspomlence have passed between the successive Pnvsidents of this 
House and the Covernment over this subject but to no effect. At the 
present moment I am not clear within my mind as to wliat step should be 
taken now to aciiuire this valued right and jirivilege. 1 want to invite 
the leaders of different groups to meet together in my chamber where the 
subject may be discussed threadbare and if possible a final decision may 
be arrived at as to what should be our attitude henceforward. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: May I eiKjuire where the 
obstacle licvS? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT; This House thinks that it is jierfectly 
within the right of this House to have either a separate Public Ac(‘ounts 
Committee or a Joint Committee where this House will be represented. But 
the (lovernment is in ditficulty, and I cannot fully explain the nature of 
its difficulty, because I have had no full discussion with the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. 1 think in this matter the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
may enlighten the House on this point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, a few days ago 
I said in this House that I was prepared to make a statement showing what ' 
has happened so far in this matter. There is no question of a decision of 
the Government of Bengal in this matter, be(‘ause in the matter of a Public 
Ac(‘Ounts Committee of the Bengal Legislative Council there is this insuper- 
able difficulty that neither the Bengal Legislative Council nor the Govern- 
ment of Bengal can compel the Accountant-General to be present at the 
meetings of such a Committee. He is not under us, and you cannot have 
a Public Accounts Committee functioning without the assistance of the 
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Accountant-General and his staff. I do not know if any of the honourable 
members here had anything to do with a Public Accounts Committee either 
[)t the Bengal Legislative Assembly or of the Central Assembly^ and I do 
not think there is anyone here who has realised that it is essential for the 
Accountant-General’s office to render us assistance. This is, 1 am afraid, 
,in insuperable difficulty 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Cannot we have a Joint Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: As I ])ers<)nally 
explained on more than one occasion on the floor of this House, a Joint 
Committee has to be formed by an agreement between the two Houses, and 
efforts in that direction have to be made, and an initiative must be taken by 
somebody. Perhaps, Mr. Deputy President may take tlie initiative; it is 
lot really for me to take the initiative, although 1 (‘an promise tliat I shall 
:)e of as great assistance as possible. But there are constitutional difficulties 
tnd as you, Sir, have just now said, I have not been able to make time to 
explain the whole position to you. 1 think the House will realise that 
[ am hard pressed for time at this moment. 1 shall see what the position is 
ind then. Sir, 1 may be able on a later occasion to consult you and such 
ither members of the House as may be specially interested. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: When are we to meet in your Chamber, 
Kir? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: 1 shall let you know. 

Ordei, order, the House stands adjourned till l-dO p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjoumment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 1-80 ]).m. on Thursday, the 2l2nd 
February, 1945. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 21s 
February, 1945 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(7) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(.13) The Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singli Roy 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945 — No. 6. 


The (UU'NriL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
('alcutta, on Thursday, the 2:2nd February, 1945, at 1-30 p.m., being 
the filth’ day of the first session of 1945, pursuant to section ()2(2)(a) of the 
(Tovernment of India Act, 193-). 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Audul Hamid Chowdhury, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 


Condolence Resolution. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, before the Questions are taken up 
today, I have to pertorm a melancholy duty in connection with the death 
ot Wing-Commander K. Iv. Majumdar, one of the 12 best pilots of the 
world. I want to move a condolence resolution which I hope, Sir, you 
^^ill kindly permit mo to do. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In a matter like this I see no reason to 
di-^allow \our request, but I would like to tell you that it would be more 
in (•()nM»n'unee with the convention to move the resolution from the Chair. 
However, I allow \ou to move the resolution. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I beg to move that this Council places 
(tn u'cord its profound sen.se of sorrow at the dt^ath in air crash of Wing- 
Commamler K. K. ^lajumdar, a glory to the* K.A.F. and a heroii*- son of 
Bengal, and uniuesN th(' Deputy President to convey to the bereaved 
^alllIl^ tli(‘ hear(-teli sMiipatliy of the ])<*ople of Bengal. 

Sir, the news of the death of Wing-Commander K. K. Majumdar, who 
(ovtu'cd BiMigal with undying glory being one of the twelve best pilots of 
th(* world, ha> eaiised pi-otound .sorrow throughout the huigth and breadth 
of (he l^id\iiice, nay, India, or rath(‘r the world. Our only con.solation in 
this gloiKMjN end ()l a Inoo m the discharge of niiJitary duties is to bi* found 
in tlo‘ \voi(U ol oui' Lord in the Oita ‘7/o/o l}(i siniri/dui jiffd lui 

hJiui-fi iidsc nuihnu," whe h ojeaiis : dying you enter lh(‘ Kingdom of Tl(*aveu 
and living \oii enjo\ tln^ earth. As a nieniber of the Hindu Maliasablia, 
the only iinportanl ])o!iii<'al boOy in India, whieh under the far-seeing 
guidanee of Veer Savarkar advi.sed all to help in the war tdfort with a view 
to militarise the pcMqde, 1 have no hesitation in saying that tin* late Wing- 

tVimmander Majumdar ado])ted the right course in joining the war, 

tliereby countering the lie of Macaulay that Bengalees are lacking in. 
■ourage and are unfit for military pursuits and that in Bengal, as in 
Valencia, land is water and men are women. We hope and pray that the 
influence of his noble example will spread among our youths so that a race 
v'hich has under restrictions of the military department been reduced to be 
one of clerks, lawyers, doctors and deputy magistrates, may produce in 

large numbers first-rate military men. We remember the time when Air 

pilots of nations other than the British crossed the Atlantic and how quickly 
‘> 11 * Allan Cobham was knighted for removing this dishonour of his people. 

1 II modern warfare the air-arm is becoming more and more important and 
it is expected that in a few years it will be the decisive factor. Fortunately, 
Bengal now holds a respectable position in thia^ branch of the Defence 
Service and if Bengalee mothers will din into the ears of their sons the 
lesson of courage and heroism drawn from the record of the late Wing- 
commander Majumdar, a quite unexpected development may take place and 
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the sons of Ben^'a! may become the most important se(;tiou of the Indian 
Army at no distant date. My humble suggestion is that a marble statue 
oi a bust of this heroic son of Bengal should be placed in the College Square, 
the resort of our young men. Of poets, novelists and lawyers, we have had 
enough and to spare. I want more Kshatriyas among us and AVing- 
Commander Majumdar was a Kshatriya par excellence. If Bengal wants 
to (commemorate his name, let young Bengal follow in his foot-steps. AVitli 
these words, I move the resolution of condolence. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ilesolution moved : that tlii^ Council 
p]a(ies on record its juofound sense of sorrow at the deatli in air 
crash of Wing-Commander K. K. Majumdar, a glory to the 11. A. F. and 
a heroic son of Bengal, and request the Deputy President to convey to the 
bereaved family the heartfelt sympathy of the Council. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, as a pilot of this province, who has been in 
the flying line for the last 15 years, I associate myself with the sentinuuits 
expressed in the resolution of Mr. Haridas Majumdar. Perhaps I am the 
only member in this House who had th(‘ op])ortunity of having personal 
contacts with Wing-(h)mmander Mr. Majumdar. His brother. Major 
J. Tv. Majumdar, a flying friend ol mine, was also a good ])iloi. H(‘ was 
hilled in an air-crasli in th(‘ NoTth-Westcun Fronti(‘r last year. Although 
he was a major in the cavalry regiment, h(‘ lik(Ml flying v(*rv nnndi. His 
younger brother, Wing-Commander Majumdar took to fi\ing lat^n- and very 
(juickly rose to the rank of Wing-thmimambu*. H(‘ wa^ not nierely satisfied 
with his post and at a time \\hen In* was Wiiig-(5)!nmander in tin* North- 
Eastern Front i(‘r and was carrying on active op(*ration against tin* Ja])s, 
In* was offered a staff j)ost but he ])refe?i(‘d adventuii* and left for st*rvice 
with U.A.F. in the Westcuai front, for a(‘tive servi<*(‘ in Eurojx* and was 
one of th(* outHtanding’ i>ilots in clearing tin* Falaise Ha]) during the tinn* 
.of the Allied invasion of Frain*t*. Tln*reait(‘r, Mr. Majumdai’ cann* back 
to join the I.A.F. from the K.A.F. and was making ]>r(‘|)arations to 
oiganiz(* one of the best flying <*\hil)iti(»ns throughout India so that the 
enthusiasm of young Indians for flying may more and more inert'ase and 
lu'tter pilots an* jiroduced. But this accident marr<*d it. It was very sad. 
As a ])ilot and as a member of this House, also, 1 would likt* this House 
to convey our heartfelt sorrow to the members of the bereaved family. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, T want to associate 
juyself with the rt*s(dution which has been moved b\ ])i> friend, Mr. Haridas 
Majumdar, condeding the d(*ath of Wing-Commander Tv. I\. Majumdar. 
AA’ e have just now ln‘ard from Mr. Boy that not onl\ Mr. Majumdar but 
his brother also joined the Air h\)r(‘e and although he died while in active 
service in tin* Army his family did not hesitate* to s(*nd out another member 
of the family for the* saint* st*rvice. 

I am inform(*d by Mr, Bireii Boy that he was a cavalry oflicer but that 
is not tin* ])oint. The ])oint is that although one member of the family 
had died in aetivt* seiviee in the Army, the family did not hesitate to send 
mit another m(‘mbt'r of the same family to join tin* Army. This example 
set by tin* iamilx of Mr, Alajunidar sht>uld be emulated by other families 
in Bengal and 1 ho])<* the suggestion made by Mr. Haridas Majumdar that 
Government should raise a statue in the. Colh*ge St|uare to (‘ommemorate 
the death of Wing-Commander Majumdar would be given effect to. It 
would be an incentive to the young men of Bengal and to the other families 
of Bengal to send out their sous to the Army, so that in no time Bengal 
may raise a large contingent not only in the Air Force but also in the other 
braneh(*s of the Army vsuffi(*ient to drive out tlie Japanese and to prevent 
them from taking Bt'iigal in the near future. AVith th(*se few words. Sir, 
1 support the resolution which has been moved by Air. Haridas Majumdar. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir. I associate myself with the 
resolution and convey our heartfelt sympathy to the members of the 
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bereaTed family of Wing-Commander K. K. Majumdar. The very faet 
that Mr. Majumdar was made a AVing-Commander tesiities to his siu'oess 
in the Air Force. It is a well-lviiown fact that the late Mr. Majumdar 
did glorious work even on the European front. His success proves that 
the sous of Bengal if placed in any position can prove equal to anybody 
in the world. It has also served to cxj)ose the uttei Imllowness of the slur 
cast upon the Bengalee race as being non-martial. Races are not martial 
by birth. AA'iug-Commander Majumdar has ])roved that the Bengalees 
are not interior to any (^ther race in the world, piovided they get neces- 
sary facilities and opi>oi‘t unities lor training in tlu‘ Defence Services. With 
these few words, I join my friend, the mover, in conveying sympath> t<^ 
the members of the bereaved family. AVe feel ])ioud of such sons of 
Bengal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I d(‘sire t»> 
associate myself and my party with the resolution which has been ably 
moved by my frimid, Air. Haridas Alajumdar. for condoling tin* death ol 
AA'ing-Commaiider K. K. Majumdar. Sir, he has set a very n(d)le example. 
1 think. Sir, it is realised ver\ largel\ by all of us that in order to defend 
our independence foi- which we are clamouring so mmh we should know 
how to defend ourselves in the air, in the sea as well as in the land, and 
that for this reason tln‘ ditleieut races of India should receivt‘ ade<jual<* 
training in the scieiict‘ ot warfar(\ AVing-Command(T Alajumdar was an 
e\am])le lor tlu* uning men of Bengal. Sir, 1 may mention h(‘re that it 
was liis e.\am])le which induced m\ own ne])hew to join tlu' l.A.F. lie 
i> noAv a ])ilot oilicei', and he has also tin* aspii’ation to bi* a A\ ing* 
Pommander him*'(*lf. Sir, through this resedutiou our w hol(‘-heai tt'tl 
sympathy and (‘ondolences go to the members ol the bercav(‘d famil\ and 
(iier(*fore 1 ^u})]^)!*! this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on behall ol m.\sell and (nir Party, 1 w h(d(*-heartcdly supp(jrt the 
i(‘s(dution which is bclore us. Sir, Bengal can well he proud of a man 
like Wing-Pommander K. K. Majumdar who had [)rov(‘d his ability in 
the R.A.F. as a Bengalee. As a matter ol lael, In* wa^ one <»! the l‘J best 
(dlicer.s who took to that profi*ssion, J mean, the Hying professi(m. Hi* has 
succeeded really to lalsily tin* theory that Bengalees are a non-martial laee. 
We do not believe that we aie a non-martial raee, beeausi* bi'foie the advent 
ot the British, the Peiigalees had theii- owm Army and it was led b\ IheiU' 
.selves. In s])ite of this fact, we are dubbed times without number as a 
non-martial raci*. AVing-Pommander Majumdar has proved tlnit the 
Bengalees have got all the latent qualitleat ions to givt* a lie to the myth 
that they are a non-martial race. We have nothing but respect for a man 
like him and so I w hole-heai tedl> as.siieiate my.sell with all that havi* 
lallen from the previous s])eakers. 

Mr. R. S. PilRSSELL: Air. J)c])ut\ Presid.*nt, Sir, on b(*lmll of tin* 
European (iron]) and mysell. I a.ssociate hilly with the resolution which 
has been moveil by my friend Air. Alajnmdai. The ,sad news ol the 
untimely demi.sp in the prime ol lile of tliis out-landing son rif Bengal 
while in service, lias tilled us with sorrow. We hope the Pounci! will send 
its heartfelt condolences to the nn‘mbers (d' the ])ereavi‘d famil>. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to wh<de-heartedl\ sup]n)rt the r(*s(dn- 
tion so ably moved by Air. Alajumdar. It i- a very sad thing tliat one 
of the bravest sons of Bengal is no more. Sir, there w'as a tinn* when 
Bengal was considered as a non-martial province. But, Sir, Mr. Alajumdar 
hy liis bravery and by^ liis courage has shattered that theory. It is rejilly 
a very great loss to Bengal. Sir, 1 think young men of Bengal should 
follow^ his inspiring example and try to blot out the stigma which hang^'^ 
on the name of Bengal. Sir, with these few words, I fee] proud to as^m 
ciate inyselt with the resolution that has been moved. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Chair fully associates itself with the 
feelings and sentiments expressed from all sections of the House in the 
course of the discussion of the resolution which has been moved by 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. The late-lamented Mr. Majumdar was highly con- 
nected. He was a grandson of the late Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee. It is 
highly legrettable that his elder brother also met with the same fate 
under similar circum.stances. Mr. Majumdar was in active service both 
in the Western as well as in the Eastern fronts and he had acquitted him- 
s(‘lf very creditably. Young men like him are the objects of glory and 
pride to the race to which they belong. It i.s tlirough the sacrifice of young 
men like him that Bengal will be placed on an equal footing with other 
provinces when occasion will arise for recruitment to tne military 
service hereafter. With these few words, 1 shall now put the resolution: 

“That this Council places on record its profound sense of sorrow at th(‘ 
death in air crash of Wing-Commander K. K. Majumdar, a glory to the 
R.A.F. and a heroic son of Bengal, and requests the Deputy President to 
(convey to the bereaved family the heartfelt sympathy of the people of 
Bengal.” 

(^I'he resolution was agreed to b^’ all the members rising in their places.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It will now be my duty to see that a 
message of condolence is forwarded to the members of the bereaved family. 

J will now take uj) Questions. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Kaiti Debt Settlement Board. 

46. Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: A\ ill the lion bk Minister 
in cliarge of tli(‘ ( 'o-oju*rative (kedit an<l Uural Indi'bliMlne.ss Department be 
[)leased to state — 

{(f) wlietln'i’ the Kaiti I)t‘bt S(dth*nieni Boaiil in (hana Raina in the dis- 
trict of Bind wan c<*as(‘d to function alter Si'ptmnber, llMd, on the 
ex])iry of d years from the date of its eslablisliment ; 

(h) if the answer to pari (a) is in th(* affirmative — 

(/) whether there were nian\ ])art-lH'ard cases under section d7A 
of the Bengal Agricultural Ih'btors Act when the said 
Boanl was abolished, and 

{it) whether it is a facd that m> ser\ant of the Crown has as yet 
bemi authorised to make awards in these cases as provided 
in section 4 of the A(‘t; 

(c) if the answer to part (h)(li) is in the affirmative — 

(i) what are the grounds for the delay, and 
(n) what is the numl>er of cases pending; and 

(d) whether it is proposed to authorise a servant of the Crown under 

section 4 of the Act to dispose of the pending cases under section 
87A of the Act, and, if so, when? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandai): (a) Yes. 

(5) (i) Only 13 cases under section 37A were pending. 

(ti) No. A servant of the Crown has been authorised. 

(c) (i) and (d) Do not arise. 

(ii) Only 13 cases under section 37A. . 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hou'hle Minister please 
state, with reference to (h), who disposed of these 13 cases under 
section 37AP. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: A servant of the Crown has already 
been authorised to deal with these eases. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ye.^, authorised to aet under section 4 
of the Act, but wlio is disposing ot the ca.ses under st'ction 47 A of tin* Aet ’r" 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: I am afraid, I have no information 
on the point. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: AVlieii was this (piestion ])iit or tabled;^ 
I would like to have the date of the question? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ])<> mui want to know lht‘ dalt‘ wlnm 
imliee ol this question was first received by the Il<m'bh‘ Minister? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, so that wt* mlp^ht know liow 
many months were taken by the Hon’ble Minister to gather this informa- 
tion. The Ministry sit tight on qiu'stions and after sonn* niontlis they 
come to iht‘ House and say that they want notice, and finis waste tin* time 
of the House and provincial revenues. 1 would like to know if the 
Parliamentary Secretary is 2 >repared to give an answer on this ])oinl. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 1 think nofict* of the (pu'stion was 
sent on the ‘<2()fh of ]>ee(*mber, HM4, so far as I can gather from the tile. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: 1 doubt if this information is correct. 

This is, Sir, wasting tlie time of the House* and wasting nnmex of tln^ 
])rovincial revenues. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let me see if the Ikirliamentary Secretary 
can aiisAver tin* question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Let another gentleTuan (‘(Um* in his 
])lace. He is too old. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 1 gather that tin* notice was sent in 
December last year 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, yemr information is not correct. 
You should go and take instructiems from your Minister. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: M ill the Hon bh Minister 
be jileased to state when the servant of the Crown was authorised to make 
aw'ards ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: T want notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: H as the servant of tlie (howm 
begun to function? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: M ill the Hon hh Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that the letter of authority has been 
despatched to the projier place ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: M> iiib uination is that the authoiity 
has been given and some eases liavt* been tianslerred from that file to 
another. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Mill the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the letter of authority ha^ het^n post(*d ? 
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Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The letter of authority has been 
^fiven. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Is he aware that the letter 
of aiitliority authorisiiif*- the servant of the Crown has been posted)' 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir, the letter of authority has 
been j^iven. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANNDRA MUKHERJI: But it may be still in the 
Seeretarial. Sf) I want to know whether it has been des])atched. If you 
cannot answer, sa.s > on do not know. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: So far as J have be^ui able to see from 
the ])apers, authority has been f»‘iven. But 1 ask for notice for j^ivino* 
fuller infoimation. 


General Discussion of Budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENNT: Questions over. Now the House will 
take u]> the <>(‘1101111 discussion of tin* Budget. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: When* is the Financ(‘ Minister, Sir*' 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have biam informed that the Hon’ble 
Finance* Minister will la* a little late on account of an unavoidable business. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 will take notc^s of the speeches 
mad(‘ in his absence 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: After all, it is in tin* Assembly, that 
demands an* made and j>Tants are ])ass('d and then* they havt* the powei' of 
voting. All that we have j^ot to do here in this House is to discuss the 
financial statement. So, Sir, the discussion oii^^lit to take place in the 
presence* of tlu* Finance Minister. It is no use delivering speeches in the 
ahs(‘nce of the Finam^e Minister. In his ahsem^e somebody will take note 
and tin* l^h’nance Minister will turn up one day and lejdy 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Financ(‘ Minist»*r's abs(‘iic(* 
is unavoidable. 1 am authorised to tak(* notes of the s])(‘eches. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: So tar as the not(‘-takin<4’ of 
tilt* Fai liameiitary Seert'laiy is concerm‘d, we have setm his performances 
and wi* do not expect from him full re])orts. Tluucdort*, we retpiest that the 
Hou,s(‘ should bt* adjournt‘d till the Finance Minister conies. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, tlie effect oi the discussion will be 

lost . 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Mon‘ov(‘r, Sir, he ju-omised to tell Us souiethin^' 
about the Public Accounts Commit tet* ot tin* r])per House. Now, wh(*n 
the* Finance Minist(‘r is absent what is the usi* oi having- this useless 
sittino' (d a debating* soeiet\ . He does not care to attend our meetings. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As regards the Ibiblic Accounts 
Comniitt(‘(‘, I made a statement \esterda>. I do not know whether Mr. Roy 
was ]uest*nl at that time. So far as the taking of notes by the Parlia- 
nit‘ntar\ Seen'tary is coiu'erned. I can simply say that he is stated to have 
be(*n aut hiu'ist'd by the Finance Minister to do so. The Hon’ble the 
Iiead(‘r of the House is also present here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we cannot eai‘r\ on without the 
Finance Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may point out for your consideration 
that the dates for the Budgi't Discussion have been fixed by His Exctdlency 
the (Governor in his individual judgment, and ,so it can neither be changed 
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nor extended without his approval. The ri^lit to oiler general comments 
on the Budget is a valued right and privilege of this House. So, if you 
lose time, you will lose a valualde right and a great opportunity. 
Theretore, it is up to you to decide whether you will commence discussion 
or you will wait till the Hon'hle the Finance Minister comes. 1 am 
prepared to abide hy the wish of the House and adjourn for a short while 
so that the Hon’hle the Finance Minister may turn up. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, the Finance Minister is absent for tuiavoidahle reason, for State reason. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: On a similar occasion before, the 
absence of the Finance Ministtn* was cond(»n(‘d and the ])roct‘edings wert* 
allowed to go on. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, nn \y we know the nature 
ot the unavoidable nni.son hich compels the Finance Minister to remain 
absent from the Council wlien a very important discussion on Budget is 
going on. This should have been regarded as his first l)usiness for this 
day, so that he might make it convenient to attend and show respect to the 
House. I do not know whether there is any objection to jlisclose the un- 
avoidable reason wliich compels him to be absent from tht‘ floor of tliis 
House. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: He went to the Cabinet metding. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Well, the Agriculture 
Minister is pres(‘nt Ikmv. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

When I came awa> th(‘ ineiding was going on. 1 do not know whether the 
ni('(‘ting is over b\ now. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: He h as an urgent engagement with 
Hi" Kxcadhmcy th(‘ (lovornoi*. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI; If that be the case, then His 
Kxeellem v shmild liave known that this afternoon has been fi.\(Ml by him 
for tin* genei'al diseiis^ioji of tin* Budget. So this time should not, in all 
fairness, have been a|)])ro]U‘iat(‘d 1)\ His lv\cellenc\ . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 think 1 am informed tliat dates , 
for the discussion of the Bmlget are mn inflexible. Cast \ear, so far as 
oui ]loust‘ is conceiiied, three da\ > were (‘xtended to four days, ami these 
(lati‘s ai(' fixed on the advice 4d the llon'ble Ministers. So in tin* ])res(‘nt 
case also the da>s fixed for the general discussion of the Budget can be 
similarly extended. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: Sir. in ]ires(uiting the Budget for 
the coming \eai-, the Hon’ble the Finance* Ministei' has stat(‘d: “How soon 
the war will end mine of us would dare' ]iredict : nor ho\v 
soon we may be able to set our hands, uutramm(*]led liy a sense* of ]u*ril, 
to the aiduous but fruitful tasks of ree'emslniction. Of [)h.\sie*al eh'st luct ion 
there has fortunatel\ bee*n little in our e*ounti> ; anel to tliat e'\te*nt our 
probhuns eif jiost-war leceiiistructie)!! may ap])ear seime'wdiat simpler.” As 
for the tinane-ial ])osilion of the* preivince. we* an* te»ld that Be-ngal’s ne*t 
indebteelne‘ss at the* clo>e of the ceuning \e*ar is exf)e*cted to re'ach the* teital 
of 11) cieire's. The mailt re*dee*ming fe*ature ed tlie* Budget presente*d is that 
there is nei jiroposal for ire*Nh taxation. But to an im])ariial obs(*r\e‘r, it. 
cannot but ajipear as an amimaly that wliile the* figure* eif Be'itgal’s 
inde*bt(*dm*ss is intuinting u]) tei 11) crei]e*s, the Government eh/ mit risk their 
popularity by resorting to an\ new taxation 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a jieiint eif eu-deT, Sir. Is it not a 
breach of convent iem. Sir, that Ge>ve*rnment Barty members shoulel be 
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speaking first. The practice is that initiative ivS to be given by the 
Opposition, and for the past eight years the convention has been that 
Opposition members should begin first and that in the presence of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, 1 f^ari speak from my personal experience that when I was with the 
(jov(‘rrjment f^arty, 1 spoke first for several years. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

AVhy, for several years in ihe pasf. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: The Hon’ble the Finance Minisier 
has not however concealed from us the fact that ilio balance of the ini])rove- 
ment in revenue is due principally 1o larger receipts under Inconn^-tax, 
Excise and oilier taxes and duties, and ihai out of one crore and a half 
of Ihe total improvement under the faxes and duties one crore is due to 
enhancement of the rates of Sales Tax while the balance is derived from 
larger receipts from Entertainment Tax, Betting I'ax, Electricity l)ut.\ 
and Motor S])irit Sales Tax. To wipe off the deficit now on the increase, 
tht^ (iovernment of Ihmgal may either se‘cure money by mori^ issiu* ot 
Treasury Bills or go with the begging bowl to tin* door ot the (ioveinnient 
of India for subvention. But in the long run the whole burden of adminis- 
tration falls on the shoulder of the over-taxed, ill-fed, ill-clothed and ill- 
medicated people of the province and the people of India. 

The economic jiroblems of thi‘ })resent have* becoim‘ so acute, esjieciallv 
for the middle-class families and persons with fixed income that it would 
seem rather premature to cast our wistful looks to future* 
plannings and schemes of reconstruction after the wai . Tin* ]di>siral 
destruction due to enemy action has been fortunately littb* and negligible 
in tin* present year; but the death-rate of the jirovince has considerably 
inci’eased ami the moral degradation in !ill walks of life is a])]>alling. 
In s])ite of the benign control of trades and industries by the Government, 
the averag*!* families an* going without coal, cloth, medicine, keros(*Tie 
and sugar. 

The ])rogranime of work projmsed in the Budget consists in the 
excavation and re-excavation of derelict irrigation tanks, execution of 
useful irrigation and drainage jiroject, rehabilitat ion of artisans and 
craftsmen and founding of centralised Destitutes' Home and Orphanage. 
Of these, the first three are apparently impracticable and useless. These 
are the works to be undertaken better after the war when unemploymont 
will be the order of the day and labour will be cheaper. The serious 
problem which faces the ])rovince is the security of human life and 
ini]>rovement of human morality which has gone so low. No sensible man 
will like* to live in a world which is dominated by a new race of Govern- 
ment contractors, d(*alers and su]U'rvisors, which is (*orrupted by black- 
marke'ts. The solution of the predilem lies to my mind in ensuring by all 
means the cause of all-round progress through sound education. But 
lo ! the general idea is that if tliere be anything de^i'i-ving neglet*t and 
starvation, it is education. 

I have been in the Gouiicil for the last five years during which 1 have 
been asking the ptpnilar Ministry of Bengal and the Government of the 
province to make a special provision for the educational progress of the 
Budhhists who have suffered terribly since the loss of Burma, being 
mostly placed within the war zone. I have been the dupe of hope and yet 
I am hoping against hope. When a frank reply 1 get, it is that in the 
present regime number alone counts. The Buddhists being’ 
numerically a small minority, their case may be easily neglected. Had 
the Buddhists been as rich and commercially prosperous as the Jains 
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and Parsees, they would not surely come to your dcK>r for doles only to be 
spurned. If the people of Bengal want to be proud of their aneie?it 
history and culture, they will surely find that the Buddhists were the 
builders of that history and that culture, is my demaml unreast)m\]>le y 
If the Buddhists have not been in poorer cireiiin stances and had tlu\\ not 
been educationally backward why should 1 repeated) v ask the (lovt'rnnieni 
for a statutory provision for Buddhist education ^ And 1 have not asked 
for a large sum. A very small portion (d the huge amount lost by (iov<*rn- 
inent in the waste of food-grains would go a long way to u]>lill my 
community. However, I make my submission again and will continue to 
do so as long as I am privileged to be in this lloiise until this lt‘gitimate 
demand on my part is responded to and met. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDA NATH RAY: The Uinanee Minister of Bengal, at 
the beginning oi his s])eeeh waxed eloquent ovt*r the aehiev'mients of 
the Ministry in the field (»f prodindion. ])r(K*ur«*ment and distribution of 
food and the Government, he said, therefoie could rediaun the ])ledge 

that “there shall be no famine in 1944*’. But 1 think the honourable 

members will agree that what was left undone by famine was eom])leled by 
its inevitable associate, the epidemics and diseases which, according to the 
Pinanee Minister’s version, presented problems to the Ministry of e\eei>tionul 
difficulty to tackle. 

No doubt it is a very rosy picture of the dreamland of future Bengal 
drawn b> the Finance Minister when he g(»es on recounting the weltare 
campaign of the Government and also the ndmbilitat ion i)lans for Pengal 
in “Grow More Food pjojects”, fish and fisher\ ])rojt‘cts, famiiu* ludief 
ami d(*stitues' homes, medical relief and anli-e])idemie measures, iniga- 

tion sehenu's, cattle breeding centn's, fi*rtilis(*i“s, manuring methods, 

and abov(* all, post-war planning and reconstruction. We are, according 
to him, not only out of the woods but he has laid the “foundation for those 
achievements of s(‘curity and well-being to which W(‘ and others aspire”. 
I am (|Uoting his ins])iring messagi*. Hut it lu* looks, b'aving a^'dc his 
colour(‘d s])(*cta(des and coming down fnnn his cosy surroundings, to the 
millions of homes of this hojudess ])iovince of ouis, whcui* thousands ;in* 
still dying oi starvation, where hundr(‘ds are still moving about naked 
and hungry, where thousands are groaning under their ragg<Ml nots in 
malaria, small-i)ox and (diolera, wlnue in million hoiui^s, death has hdi 
but wailing and mourning, our hearts sim])K’ shudder to think thai «>ur 
own Finance Minister can sing so glibly the swansong of the plenty in future. 

Sir, coming to the figures of his bmlget whicdi he says exhibits “a 
grand procession of figures and is a measure ol the impact of War on 
Bengal”, we find that the estimated ilefieit of tS e,ror(‘s of 1944-4o rose lo 11 
crores in actual estimates in spite of the tact that the income in 1944-45 
was increased by 14 crores ami a subvention of (he India 
Government tif Bs. 7 croi’es. He says that tin* cause was war conditions 
which forced u]) ex])enditure by 17 croies. But wh> should Bengal suffer 
alone for a war which was neither her own nor of her (dioice? Bengal is 
the base of operations — the spring-board for campaigns against Burma. 
AVby should not the Central Government come wuth its purse-strings open 
to meet the enhanced war requirements of India? Is it a crime of Bengal 
if its Ministers conld not impress upon the Central Government their own 
res])()nsihility in this matter? 

Sir, about the Civil Supplies Department, the Finaiu'c Minist(‘r has 
lots to say in its siqjport and praise. The estimated loss dm* to subsidised 
fond is 81 crores in 2 years, ])ut tlie actual loss — good heavens — comes 
to double the amount — 17 crores. But could this large money luing some 
solace to the homes of dying Bengal? I do not know if the d>ing ami 
dead sons of Bengal wcmld have been elated with joy when tliey were told 
that their popular Government spent 17 mores for lhc‘m; still 
impudent Providence could not spare them. Why in spite of this huge 
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expenditure under this head, is the black-market so rampant Why the 
forebodings of impending famine? Why tlie number of deaths is increasing 
in iiospitals for the unfortunate destitutes? Why vagrants are 
about? It is known to the meanesi mortal of this province that the 
department is sulfering from bungling and muddle-headedness from the 
top to the bottom. Why is it that the Government stock of vast quantities 
of food was niadt* to rot and deteriorate in godowns and had to be 
destroyed? A\ hy is it that in some cases this deteriorated foodstuff is 
being auctioned away to the merchants — sometimes tlie very merchants 
who su])]>lied them at an exorbitant rat(* — for sale in black-market to the 
serious danger of public health? Why is it that in spite of the much- 
vaunted organisation and increas(» of ex|)ert ])ersounel of the Civil Su])])lies 
Department, Bengal is suffering from an acute shortage of bare neces- 
sities and of cotton goods {)f all kinds? What about the 1(),0IM) new boats 
so niiich advertised? What are the peisoniud (>f the enforcement and 
I)ublic relations d(*partment doing when Indore their nose and behind their 
back so much black-market is prevalent? 

Sir, the Finance Minister is very optimistic about the ])roceeds of the 
“Grow Mor(‘ Food campaign'’. But can lu‘ say with confidenct* that 2?) 
centres oi distribution of manun's are sutli(*ient ami conveniently 
Hfiproachable to all parts of Bengal? Wej(* the agricult ini^ts in a 
])osition ro borrow sinuls, (dc., on a soinni system? What was dom* during 
this \\ years with the thousands of acr(‘s (d’ land ravaged and lying waste 
and uruMiltivahle by the ])amodar flood of 1!)4‘1? What was done to 
prevent a recurrcuice of the same and mor(‘ so the ri'clamat ion of the lands 
foj’ ]»addy? Were n(‘w lands brought umbo* plough to com])(‘nsatt‘ for 
these lands devastated by tin* D'amodar? says cd' rail-side hands for 

cultivation for moic* food, but these* rail-side lands have suifered and are 
still sutf(*ring foi* (*xpansionist schem(*s of lailwax authorities win) are 
running more paiallel lines ovt*r them ;ind thereby damaging more 
cultivahh* lands. 

The Firiaiice Ministt*r s]H*aks of «*xi)erts and moie (‘Xp(*rt‘'. Are these 
<‘X])ei‘ts as much proficient in th(*ir <b‘partnn*nts as the* Finance* Ministe*r is 
in his r)\> n Department ? I^\]H*rts will come ami go but the pool' cultivatoi' 
will he \\ hat In* was. 

'The finance* Ministe*!' e-onfessed that the*_\ ceeuld not succ(*<‘d in bringing 
cattle for ]ilough and for milk irom siste*!* ])rovinc(*s, although Be*ngal 
was being di'aim*(l of ln‘r e'attle populaiie>n for the ])ur|)oses ed' the sob1i(*rs. 
A\'as it not a ( entral Ge»ve*rnment responsibilit \ to look to the* tood stoe’k 
ed' the Army ]a*rsonnel? Could md the* Bt*ugal Government urge the India 
(iovernnn'ut ahenit the impeert e)f <*attb* resource's into Bengal to meet her 
growing needs tor pr(uluetie)n ami cemsumption ? 

'riu* ])lan ot a (*attb‘-bre*e*eling ce*ntre in tin* district <*t Nadia will remain 
a plan only like* nian.\ other cate*h,\ plajiN ed the Gove*rnment. Plans can 
salisty their make*!’ and the* theorist^ hut not the man be'liiml the plough. 
The* whole* ])rovince is mew in the gri]i eif e])iilemic and the (tovernment 
nn*asuie‘s so far aelopted are* (‘xtre*nnd\ futile to me*et the* gigantic m*e*(ls eif 
the* hour. J^ve*n in the int'aNures aeb>])teei, backed h\ various inm-otticial 
source's of su]iply, the* insincerity of the efforts is manifest in the 
inade‘e|uae*y of tin* .sU]>])l> e»f the nn*die‘ines and in the* (|Uestionable efticacy 
of the me*])a( hi ine*, e|uimlrine ami quinines su]>])lied to the unsus]dcious 
patients win>se* trouble's aie all the me)re aggravated by the* said nn*dicines. 
rile* e*stimatt*d e*\])euditure feu* l!14o-4ti ot bo lakhs imly is too meagre 
c<uisiib*ring the va.stne»ss of the* pr(d)b*m to be ta(*kb*<l. 

It is strange* that the Finance !Ministe*r has earmarked only Ks. 2 crores 
ami Hi lakhs tor the Agrie'ulture ami Fishery Department, but the Depart- 
ment ed l^ivil Sup])lie's will reeiuire Bs. 2 e*rores and To lakhs few the 
elistribution of the* same* proeliie*e. The problems of irrigation, eehieatioii and 
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j>ul)lic health have g'of seaiit eousideration from the Government and the all- 
ahsorhiiif? interests of war-reqiiirements have hrou^ht the (Toveriuiient to 
a headlonjr deficit of 8 erores even in this year. The (h)verinnent is so 
iiincli overpowered and fettered tliat on tlie Finance ^linister's own 
admission the Government could not even borrow money for productive 
purposes. But the Government is always waiohi'ul about maintaining' its 
patclied up party somehow in powei* and for tliat is cn^atin^' all sorts 
of avenues foi- ])art> members and their ndativt's and they are bus> with 
that and tht‘ departments are j^'oiici;* their own \va\. Foi' this reason the 
(rovernment have had to increase tin' number oi salary ol' tin' 
rarliamentary Secii'taries although the numb(*r (d‘ Ministers was too lar^t' 
to look to their res])ective deparinicnts, whensis poor teaidiers of the 
schools wen' ^iven dearness allowain'e ot Ks. ()n]\ p^n' head which was 
like ti\inM- to bridge over the s(‘a with sainl. In tint', the bud^^et is a 
fid^‘et\ one based on the short-sio'litcd communal-minded and ill-thou^'ht- 
ont parts ptditics without an\ si«>n of lilu'ral thinkin;^*. ('ompiehensivi' 
‘:i‘as]i oi tin* situation in its inter-relative aspt'cts and a thorou<?h and 
synipathetie knowh'dtic of tin* men, affairs and eireumstatna's of tin* 
peo]de of Ht'ii^'al. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As usual, Sir. we be^in this debatt*. as 1 have 
alrea<l,\ stat(*d, in the same unn'al atmosphen* as in the ])revious u'ars. 
The Fiminee Minist(‘i' plead(*d ln*l]d(‘ss]n'ss u*sterda.\ and said that as tin* 
Aeeountant-Gein*ral to tin* Gov«‘rnment of Ih'n^al will not lx* in a nnxxl 
to att»‘nd a Committee (»i Public Accounts of this lIo\ise, tin* formation ol 
such a (On!initt(*e b\ this lIous«‘ (amid not be nnnh*. That ])resuppos(‘s or the 
implication is that as we nn‘mlx*rs of this Council cannot vot»* down I'ither 
the siihiry oi tin* llon'bh* the Finance* Minister or that of tin* 
Ac(a)untant-(i(‘neral, thc\ care* a tu]q)ence to conn* In'n* in this us(*less 
debaline- socie*t> and sp(*n<l their time. Ver\ fj'ood I Hut 1 f(*el pii\ lor 

the Finance* Ministe'r himself. He* he.s taki'ii U]>on himse*ll tin* re*s])onsibilit \ 
(tf providin'^' a]xdo^ia ie>r all de*partnie*nts of the* pre'sent Governnn*nl 
and now’ except the A tj'i rcult lire ^Iiniste'r, who is tin* Fe*aeh*r of this Mouse* 
and a nn'inher ot this Mouse, in*illn‘r In* himsi'lt nee?' an> e»l tin* otln*i' 
Minish'is are* present here*. 'I'liat is how we* are* treate'd. il he* we*re* not 

in the ])osition whe*re* In* is now, jje* wemld liaM* ce‘rlainl\ elcscribe*d the* 
Hudne‘1 as a most ie*ckh*-.>, and irre'sponsilde* one*. Hut aile*r all lo'W can 
We* lilann* him ^ I do not think we* c.en. F\e*i\beMl\ kneiws he e-are's a 
TU]»]>e‘nce feu' linanc(*s iK't onl> his own. but also sonn'body (*lse‘'s. So, he 
has skewed to the* wenlel how sue'cessful he* has l.e‘e*n in having' his i>wn 
finance spii-iteel aw a\ 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Si,, he is le'fe'irinc to pe*rsemal matte'rs. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; oh. no. Neiw, in a laiyie*i sph(*t(‘ he is achie'vinc- 
a siniilar edeje'ct. in elrivine Helical into cennph'le* financial bankrnptcv 
and perhaps it will take* a eh-caele* oi' twee nioie* with a cjealcr liiiieleii on tin* 
bae-k ot tin* toilinc- mas''.(‘s to put tin* finane-e* ed llii^ pre>vince* in ord(*r. 

As \V(* have* s(*(*n. iht* Huelc'e*l ie\e*als lh:it b\ the e*nd eel tin* eM>minpf 
yeai ]x*ihaps tin* ae'tiial e]t‘fie-il eei hess will not lee* aip\ tiling' le*ss than 

Ms 'J') crene's if jeroj)e*r accounts (ei all hisses are* made* up, ami this in 

itself is a ve*r\ staccejinc tic'iiri*. be*eause* jt far e‘\ee*e*ds ilie* total annual 
reve*nue eif jliis province, fii spite* e»t tin* fact that the Finance* Ministe*!* 
bimsi‘li admits tliat elm* tee jnevailinc- war cemdit ieeiis, the* incre*ase‘ in 
reve*nm* ein acceeiint eei Kxeisc alom* aimeunls to ee\e‘r d creeie*s ami <eve*r (e 
creel e*s increase in tlie share eif !nc(enic-ta\ am] ametln*r 2 or ^ ciorcs eeii 
ace-eeunt of eethci e*nn*r^e*iic\ taxatieeiis. he* blame’s the* wai eaendit ieeiis 
thcnise'lves tier the ilK that liael bcialle*M this [ireevincc. And althou^b be 
c*cts an im'rease*d in(*oim* wliicli is nnen* than the* l■e*\e*Mue eei tin* pie'-war 
da> s iremi siirli wai e-eemlit ieens. In* caiineit balance- liis bmlc-ct. 

All tiu'se incie*as<-N will ultiniate*i\ vaiii.sli as soeeii as the* Inesl i]itie*s 
cease, .iml tin*n what hap]x*!is. Me* are* '.aelell(*el with this hes-, eei not eenl\ 



80 


GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [22nd Eeb., 


25 crores but i)erbaps a lot luore, and this huge liability which is certainly 
due to incompetency somewhere, as also lack of foresight and mal- 
administration, will have to be made good by the toiling masses or the 
dumb millions. The privileged few at the top, of course, will always 
wriggle out of their shares of the burden of taxation and certainly they 
will by that time have strengthened their ])ositioii by patrojiage, cominunal 
slogans ami other things and the o})pression will continue on the masses. 
Thi s is a dismal picture. 

Now, 1 do not want to go into details of trading or profit or loss in 
foodgraiiis or oth(‘r things. There arc other s[)eakers who will go into it. 
But J must (‘(‘rtainly niention on(‘ tiling. Mr. (joswami does not think 
that there* has be(‘n any “physical destruction" in this jiroviiice although 
In* knows the facd that more than 2 millions of peo])le have died in Bengal 
of mal-nutrition and starvation or other attendant causes, and so in a 
categorical statement, In* says “Gf idiysical dt‘struciion thero has 
fortunately lieen little in our country.” He refers in a vague way to post- 
war reconstruction planning of which he knows nothing, because if he 
had known anything he would liave been able to give us a picture of such 
plans in straight and clear-cut ways. From the presentation of sucli budgets, 
we do not think he will be in a position to understand what these post-war 
reconstruction or planning will mean. 

Now, that is tlie ])icdure of our finances and his Budget. But we 
admifiistrators of urban and municipal !n*(‘as havt* also a kind of budgt*t 
whi(di we have to jiroduce tor our rate-])aye]*s and for tin* high(*r authorities 
and if we had pres(‘nt(‘d a budget as the om* now befoi'c us hen*, wi* would 
}iav(‘ b(‘(‘n at once dubbed incomiietent and tin* Municipality or 
tlu* District Board would have b(*en su])erseded by (iovernment. I shall 
cite some insances, and v(*rv concrete ones. In soim* municipalit ies tlie 
military are in occujiation for the last tw() oi* tlir(‘e y(‘ars of various 
Imildings and lands and taxes due to these buildings and land are lying 
unjiaid as outstandings tor the last two or three y(*ars. Tin* munici]Kilities 
ha^e got no other means oi augmenting their r(*venues excejit rates and 
taxi‘s on holding or \vat(*r-sup])Iy, lighting or cons(‘rvancy. Now, in the 
cas('s of a few municipalities 1 know, the amount of such taxes come to 
nearly 40 ])er cent, of their total annual revenues. Such municipalities are 
running too williout any subvention from local Government, i.e., from the 
Centre as in the case of this Government. The lo(*al Government may 
mismanage their moneys still there can be no question of supersession Jn 
their ease by the C(*ntral Government. In case of municijialities, however, 
the picture is otherwise. In all munici]>alities and district boards the (‘ost 
of administration has gone up. All lorries, road-rollers and other road- 
lepuiring plants and equipments have been requisitioned; no permits for 
bricks and “jhama” for metalled roads, etc., are available either from this 
Government or from any other source and correspondences continue from 
year to year. And when the people, I mean the rate-payers, come upon tke 
small local self-governing lunlies, we have no explanation to offer, and we 
can only say that things are beyond our control. Here Government say that 
things are beyond their contnd, because of the war conditions and they are 
crying for help from the Centre in the shape of subvention. But in our 
case, we shall be checked by the local Government, nobody can interfere 
with local Governments and supersede them. We may perhaps be not 
jeturned by the voting of the people themselves in the next general election. 
But though Government declare that they have got no money and cannot do 
anything till ln»stilities cease, people cannot recall the members of this 
Government and we too are incapable of getting them out, although the 
Assembly members can. The moral of all this should therefore be that this 
Government should never try to siqiersede or interfere with the local self- 
governing bodies wliom they cannot help and whose financial condition and 
other ah’airs are due to causes primarily dependent on the lack of active 
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sympathy on the part of this Government, when they cannot themselves 
balance their own budget nor can they give any relief to the ordinary citizen 
ill the matter of food and clothing or secure for them a decent living 
condition. And it is this Government again that goes on appealing to the 
Centre explaining that they are in this condition because of the war which 
is beyond their control, but they must be entitled to unlimited subventions 
in sinte of all increases in their revenues which are nit>re than tlie ordinary 
annual revenue of the province in the shape of excise duties and other 
emergent measures in these war time days. I think, Sir, I should stop 
here, for the present. 

Khan Bahadur NURUL AMIN: Sir, we are passing througli an extra- 
ordinary time and it is not expected that any human-being can present a 
Budget which would be acceptable or would be satisfactory to all or many 
of iis. The Budget which has been presented before this House truly 
redeets the condition of the people of the proviuia* who are living a life of 
indebtedness. Tlie Budget shows ibai our debts are mounting up day by 
day. The war has created a very extraordinary position in the economic 
life t)t Bengal and before we are I>ut of tin* war, 1 think, we will tind that 
the economic structure of Bengal has been destroyed. We have seen that 
the necessaries of life liave not mily become unavailable but we have got to 
pay an abnormal price for these things. It is not at all (‘ommensurate 
with our average earning, (iovernmenl , it is .said, an* taking slejis for 
bringing down the prices of various nec(*ssarit*s of \‘\\v but in the inoiussil 
village.s"" things are not available at the rate which w'o tind in the papers and 
in (Tovernmeiit statmnents. Without referring to the gameral aspect (d' 
the Budgtd, T jiropose to condiio my speech to eiu’tain definite matters so 
that the^doverimient may take note' of tlumi and if (ht*\ think it W'oitli 
(‘oiisideiat ion they may do the needful. 

So tar as the expenditure undt*r the head ‘Tiand Ibwamue” is eoiu'erned, 
we find that there is a droj) of about Rs.7 lakhs under that head aiid 
this has In'en atliihult'd to the closing down of llu* settlenKMii operation 
in Tarid])ur. It ma> he r(‘ni<*nihen‘(l h\ the mtunheis ot tins (hat the 

se tth ‘iiient o])(Mal!(Hi in h'aiidpnr was slatted on llie ussiiiaiMe that alter 
the operations are over (Jovernment will take uj> the (jii(‘siion of tli(‘ abolition 
,)j the l\“!nianeiit Settlement: so tai as ilia! !■> (■(uieeined ( io\ oi iinirnt 
havt* i.Hi on]\ giM*!i assuiaitee hut hav<* gi\(‘n llieir ><)]('nin piomist* that 
tlie\ w ill t: »kt‘ uj) this (|uestion. The itM-omnn'mla I ions of thr Kloud (’om- 
mission w'en* examined h> an expert and piidiahly (mnsidered on moic 
than one occasion in Committees and Suh-Comniit te»«s )mt have not \ et 
been given ell'eet to. d’h(‘ ]M‘o]de of BeiiUJil liii'.e yid to know fiom tli(‘ 
(jo\(‘rnnieiit as to what i\w\ want to do willi regard to this vital (pn^stion. 
It is no use tidliug uow’ about the evil (dleels of the Permanent SettleimMJt, 
because we have already got the decision from the IToud CommisHion. 
Whenever this qiie.stion is raised, we are told that (iovernmeiit are doing 
sometliing in this respect hut we are only di.sappointed when we find that 
nothing tangible has been done in the way of giving effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Floud Commission. Now, let u.s look to the Education 
Budget.. I find that this is one of the departments which have not shown any 
expansion. We have seen that the expenditure on various other depart- 
ments has been increased; but so far as the Education Department is con- 
cerned, we find that there is an increase of Rs.S lakhs onljr for primary 
education and Rs.5 lakhs for secondary education. Now, Sir, in the year 
1945, it is really a.stonishing that the Education Budget should provide only 
an increase of Rs.S lakhs when we are crying ourselves hoarse for the 
introduction of primary education and improvement of secondary education. 
I anticipate the usual reply that everything will he considered along with 
the post-war reconstruction. That is a very palatable expression now-a-days 
coined probably by the Government of India and exploited by all the 
provinces, but I submit that such an urgent matter, such a vital and 
important problem for Bengal not to speak of the whole of India, should 
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never wait for the fesnatiou of the war. After much endeavour the Bengal 
Kural Primary Education Act was passed in 19d4 and everybody who knows 
the clieciiiered career of this ill-fated Act will be surprised to know that it 
was not given effect to till the year 1937 when the district of Mymensingh 
volunteered and compelled the Government to impose tax for the purpose. 
Goveriinieut told at that time that people would not like taxation, although 
they th(*mselve.s were imposing taxes on tobacco, on this, that and other 
things. They were afraid of imposing taxes on education. The district of 
Mymensingh volunteered and almost threw a challenge willingly to impose 
tax for this purpose. This shows the anxiety of the ])eople for education. 
Ever since J!)37 and till now, that is about 8 years, this scheme has been 
worked out in Mymensingh. It is found in the Government repr»rt that it 
has worked (piite satisfactorily. But even now Government will not move 
its little finger to introduce other parts of the same Act, namely, the 
coni]iulsory ])ortion of the scheme. AVhenever any proposal for introducing 
compulsory primary education is placed before the Government, the reply 
is tliat it will require many croies of rupees. We find crores and crores of 
lupees are being spent on various matters, but Government is unwilling to 
spend anything on this important item. (Mr. Hakidvs M iji .mdar : Why 
do you back this Government then?; We are correcting the Government. 
H(»wever, Sir, in tlie district of Mymensingh the people themselves liave 
started a sort of voluntary cnnqmlsion and are experimenting with that in 
order to compel Govc'rnnnmt to improve the cfmdition of luimary education. 
The GovernnKMit was convinced with the r<‘sult that e(mjpuhsory educiition 
was not only wanted by the i)eopl(‘, but fht‘y are anxious to get education 
(in ])ayni(‘nt of lax even. Goveianneiit was asked to inti’oduee tlie peiia 
section <d‘ the Act but in that pari of M\mensingh district the Government 
IS sitlijig tight over that re<|uest. 1 woubl submit that it is hig-h time foi‘ 
the Govm'imient to realise that this matter (*ouId no longin' In* d(‘la\ed. 

I will come next. Sir, to the Buhlic Health Budget. We find that a sum 
of one crore of i*U|)(*es was piovided In tin' i'e\is(‘(I hudgei tor I'pnh'mic 
diseases but in the Budget before us that sum has been reducml by 74A 
lakhs, and so ]iracticall\ one-fourth remains. Now, Sii-, the cause toi this 
rediU‘tion is attribnteil to (In* expected reduction in tin* sah* of mejiacrim^ 
to till* ])uhlic, tht‘ closing (d malaria treatment eentn‘s, aiit i-cholera and anti- 
small-pox measures within the next three months of the yeaix Well, Govern- 
ment lU’obably thinks that the I'pidmnics will vanish within tin* m‘\1 th]e»‘ 
months, and if this comes to be true, nobody will be more happy than 
myself. But, Sir, knowing the condition of the villages I can say that 
these epidemics have assumed such a character that they are not going to 
leave our land within such a short sjiace of time. So I would request the 
Goviunment to make more provisions under this head. 

Now, Sir, comes the question of the su])]>l,\ of di inking water in the 
rural areas. AVe find here that there has been a ver\ big diop of 7 lakhs 
of ru]u*es in the next budget. It is said that the amount which has bi^en 
])rovitled will be sufheient for th(‘ sinking of derelict tubt‘-we!ls in affectml 
areas. But, Sir, 1 should think it is not a corr(‘ct estimate, because in 
every district. — ami I think members hailing Iriuu different districts will 
liear me out, — there is a large number of tube-wells which need re-sinking 
According to the i*x])i*rt's estimate.^ a tube-woll cannot l.i^t more than S 
to 10 \ears. and almost all the tube- wells which were sunk some 17) or 20 
\ears hack have become unserviceable. So, Sir, the estimate that all the 
derelict tube-wells can be ])ut in order with that curtailed amount is not 
correi't. Well, it may be said that the District Boards and Municiiialities 
should look after these tube-w'ells and should sjiend money for them. The 
District Boards and Municipalities are quite willing to spend money but, as 
;vou knowx Sir, there is dearth of materials and tliere is the difficulty of 
transport; tube-well materials are not available unless (ioverunient requisi- 
tion them and transport is out of the question without Government help. 
So it is not the fault of the District Boards or the Municipalities; but it is 



3^45.] GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. 

on account oi tlie present condition of the country, that these local bodies 
cannot do the repairs of tube-wells. Therefore, unless Goverunient takes this 
matter entirely in their hands and ^ives more money for this purpose, 1 am 
sure the problem of supplying good drinking water in the rural areas will 
assume a very grave turn. 

Then we find Sir, that an aiyouni of Hs.2o lakhs has been jirovided, as 
has been stated in tlie HonTde the Finance Minister’s speech, for low-paid 
officers of the District Boarils and Municipalities. It has not been explain- 
e<l as to who these low-paid officers are. So far as my knowledge goes, 
(lovernment was pleased after various representations, deputations ami 
personal requests to grant a sort of pittance, nainelx , Its. 10 fm* each 
Sauitafv Ins])ector and Us.o for his staff, and similar amounts were also 
granted to the conservancy staff of the muni(‘ipalities. It is much less than 
tlie (jovernnient late. Evidently, in the opinion of the jiresent (loverii- 
ment, it is only the sanitary staff, and the conservancy staff which are to be 
treated as essential service; others are not. Sir, when a peon of a tin\ officei 
in the dutt‘ Regulation Department in the mofussil village may be regardtnl 
as a man in essential service, 1 do md understand why employees of Muni- 
cipaliti(‘s and Distiict Boards who are doing the same sort of service should 
not he taken as belonging to the essential service. As you know, Sir, the 
schem(*s iindertaktm by Government regarding irrigation and the sinking ol' 
tube-wells are constantly supciviMul by the engintau’ing staff of District 
Boards, (lovernment having no staff of their own for the purjiose. 'riu* 
District Boards ha\(‘ lent the service of their exptu’t officers for this j)urpose 
<juite willingl.\. and \et the\ could not be con^'idertal to belong to an essimtial 
servlc(‘I Thertdor(‘, I would re((uest th(‘ Hoirble Financ(‘ Minlsti'r to 
explain in (hdail as to what In* means b\ ‘*low-])aid oflicers". | tmtmdain 
gr(‘at doubt that the engineeiing staff, clerical staff of Distriid Boai'ds and 
Munici])a]ities hav(‘ not been takmi into considtM’ation in this scheni(‘. 

Now’, Sir, coming to the Go-iqxuative De]uirtment, we find that there 
ha> not bciui an> sign of an> imiirovement in that <lirt‘ction. The 
('o-o])erative DeparlimMit is another Aery im])o]'lant and vital departnienl 
of Goveinnieiit and it seems to me that either this dejiailnieiit is not run 
on ])j()))er lines or is negh*cted by other departnnuils of Governnnmt. We 
lia\t* setui that tuioiimms loss has been incuired in jhi‘ commen-ial lransa(‘- 
tioiis under the (iovernment <d (^ivil Supplies; but 1 do not know' if these 
transactions were niadt* through the ( 'o-operativt‘ Banks, (’entral Banks and 
Societies. 1 am suie, the h)ss would havt‘ been much less because there 
the t)eoi>h‘ hav<‘ their own voice; tor lht‘re is the l)iii*ctorat<*, the bods of 
share-holdeis and they would exercise a keim supervision ovei' transaelionH 
made through their banks, l)ut the (iovernment lias not thought it fit to 
utilise the (’o-oj>erative Deinirtment for this purpose. So, I submit that, if 
the Go-operative Dejiartment has to he (‘onlinued in this province, it must 
be given its due share: eithm- it must be run or jmt on ])roper lines and 
allowed to fulfil the object whi<*h it is expected to do or it shotlld be closed 
down altogether. If (jovernmejit is not convinced of the necessity, efficacy, 
utility and efficiency of th(‘ ( 'o-o])erat ive lhq)aitment, let them dost* it. 
ilown; if on the other hand they admit its usefulness, if must be* given its 
due share of usefulness. With thi'se remarks f submit to the Hou’lih* 
Finance Minister and the Ilon’lde Minist«*i> in charge of tin* various dejiart- 
ments, (of whom, by the bye, none is ]>resent exce]d that of Inilustrv and 
],Libour). 1 resume m> s(‘at with a ho]»e that they w'ill be phaised to bt'sfow 
some attention on the ])oints to wdiich 1 have drawn theij' attention. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii, I rise to make a few' remark^ on the Budget 
pieseiited by tlie Hfin’ble Finance Mini^^ter. Bniadly sj)(*aking, his Budget 
is a rlefioit budget and it contains some pe<*uliar featur(*s. One of the 
peculiar features is that it shows that in s]nte of a rajiid lise of revenue 
in Bengal there is still a deficit and at the end of ROb there Avill be a loan 
of Rs.19 crores. It also shows that an expenditure of about 22A crores has 
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been incurred by the Civil Supplies Department of Bengal as a loss for 
initiating its policy. It is not a debatable point that Government all on 
a sudden was confronted with a very abnormal situation. People were 
starving — not only starving but actually dying! And there was no time 
to think. They had to find out some means and organise some system to 
save the people who were dying not in thousands but in lakhs. But there 
is Hojne doubt in the mind of some section of the people that there was some 
sort of mismanagement at the beginning when the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment was created and the policy of management was formulated. From 
the statement of the Hon*ble Finance Minister we find that 118.22^ crores 
would be incurred up to the end of 194() as loss on this trading concern 
entertained by the Government for the benefit of the people of ^Bengal. 
There is some explanation but I think the statement of the Finance Minister 
is not very clear. Four causes liave been given — (1) loss incurred for sell- 
ing rice and foodgrains and sugar and salt at reduced prices and (2) on account 
of the loss in transport by boat and rail. There is another cause and that 
is on account of deterioration of foodstuff in godowns and in other storage 
centres. There is also an apprehension that there may be further loss on 
account of the same in the stocks in hand. But, Sir, we are groping in 
the dark as to the reason how this loss of 22A crores was incurr(‘(l hy selling 
articles at reduced j)riceH : how much of this accounts for transit and 
how much accounts for deterioration. It is a natural question to he asked 
r»f the Finance Minister for explanation. I hope my friend the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary will he jmrtieiilar to note my queries. I hope the Finance 
Minister will give definite figures to the House, item by item, how this loss 
has b(‘en incurred. We the re])resentatives of the people liave certain 
responsihiliiies and we should like to know how this loss is to lie appor- 
tioned. 'rh(‘n, Sir, lh(‘ second (piestion is a very important ([uestion for 
BiMigal, the (|U(‘stion of unfair treatment of Bengal hy the (Vntral (iovern- 
nienf. Last year in iny lUidget s]K‘eeh I (|Uot(‘d figures to show that gn^at 
in.jnsliee had l)e(‘n dofH* to fhmgal and tliat the Hnancial position of this 
province had l)e<'n crippled liy the Nicuneyer Award. I do not like to add 
to those tigures and ilnueln take the valmihle time of tin‘ Bouse. We are 
giatetul to Bis L\c(d](m(‘\ th(‘ G(A(‘inor and tin* llon'lili’ ilu* Finance* 

Miiiisteu' who have' takmi ii]) HmigaTs cause* and are* watcliiug the* re*sults 
so {hat BciigaTs claim cannot he refuted. T hope tlu'v will fight to the 
last to st*e' that the* huge incr(‘ase* in Be'ngal’s re'venue* is met thus take*ii 
away 1»\ this AANiird. We tiiiel troni the state'im*nt (\\‘ tin* Ilon’ble* the 

Finance ]Ministe*r lliat since 19-12 tlnue has l)ee*n an increase* of about Its. 7 
cror(*s in Bengal's re*vemie and this inere'ase is mainly due* to increase* in 

Exe-ise ])uty. But we are urging upon Government to adopt a total Prohi- 

bitiem policN . 4'he e*xj)lanation lias h(*en that Hie eonsumjition has been 
iniK'h reduced though the* revenue* has increased. There is no doubt that 
we badly reeiuire money for our nation-building departments. The Hon’ble 
Minister lias aptly styled his budget as rehabilitat ion budget. Unlike the 
ot}u*r budgets which were more or less of a routine nature, this budget 
contains some special features regarding the carrying out of some important 
schemes. On a superficial reading we can find that Government have 
actually taken up some important pix^bleins so that the vast millions of men 
may get their food and their standard of living may be raised. The time 
has not come to pronounce final judgment upon the result of these schemes. 
The learned speaker wlio has just sat down referred to the activities of the 
Co-operative Department. I find that this Department has not been 
improved and extended as all such Departments have been extended through- 
out the world in this war. 

Sir, in Bengal we do not find any new scheme relating to the Co-opera- 
tive Department nor any comprehensive and well-thought-out plan. Sir, 
“co-operation^^ is a word which is very important from all points of view in 
Bengal. Some machinery should be set up to supply finances to the agri- 
culturists of Bengal who form about 80 per cent, of the population. In 
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Madras we fiiirl that Central Land Mortgage Banks have been established^ 
and there are about 123 Primary Land Mortgag*e Banks with a debenture 
issue of about 14 crores of rup(‘es and issue of loan by these banks amounts 
to about 1(> erores, but with no arrear of loan. But in Bengal there are only 
six or eight siirh banks whhdi is not at all commejidable. We expect Land 
Mortgage Banks to advance long term loans to the agriculturists, and the 
number of such banks should have been multiplied. There are provisions in 
the Bengal Co-operative Societies Act for starting Land Mortgage Banks. 
But though the Act was passed in 1940, nothing has been done to establish 
Land Mortgage Banks in sufficient numbers. 

Now, as regards the establishment of Producers’ Co-operative Societies, 
I may point out that in America such societies are doing very excellent 
work. In Bengal there are some such soc ieties but tbeir number is very 
few, and so it is essential that such societies should be set up, each in every 
three or four Unions at least. 

The next important thing is the establishment of Consumers’ (k)-operative 
Societies on the lines of similar societies in America. The duties of such 
societies should be to collect the agricultural products of the agriculturists 
and sell them in the best market, and so there should b(‘ no question of 
dumping and no question of .sudden fall in the prices. By this ])roc(‘ss the 
prices of agricultural j)roduce are kept up on a certain level. 

Sir, there is another thing which is very important. This is the 
establishment of Saving Societies. Attempts should be made to cover the 
country with numerous Saving Societies .so that the peasantry may bi‘ able 
to cultivate the habit of saving. Sir, the establishment of such" societies 
will go a long way to prevent wastage. 

With these few remarks about the Co-operative Department, I will now- 
say something about the Education Department. This department also 
has been starved. I am afraid that whenever a question of further 
educational facilities is raised, the question of money is raised liy Govern- 
ment thev always say that there i.s no money at the top of their voice. 
They declare that new projects must wait till the war is over. In England 
where bombing is still going on and where about a lakh of people has been 
killed and wounded by bombing, new schemes of education have been put 
into operation, and no wonder that educational expenses of the Government 
there has been increa.sed or at least not curtailed as in Bengal. It is only in 
Bengal that owing to the war situation there has been this great setback in 
the progress of education. Speaking for Chittagong, 1 may say that in 
Chittagong there is no high school worth the name now and the same holds 
good in respect of middle-English schools also. There is no high school for 
girls also there, so that education has practically been stopped there for 
the time being. I think that similar is the condition in soim* otluT districts 
also owing to this war. Owing to their low pay most of the teachers have 
left their beloved institutions and gone over to other places to fill theii* 
bellies and to save their families from starvation. J do not blame them. 
The result of all this has been that the cause of education is receding, and 
Moslem education which i.s .so material to Bengal is suffering mostly. 
Last year J quoted figure> to show that Moslem education in Berig’ai 
lagged far far behind as compared w’itli that of other provinces in India and 
as compared with other Moslem count ric'., Bui lo) s<*rious attention has 
been paid to this matter. 1 find from the proceedings of the Education Sub- 
Committee of the Post-War Recon•^t^ucti^n Committee that fh(‘y too havf* 
not paid any serious attention to this v<;rv important aspect of Muslim 
education. It is an admitted fact that Mu?^lims are lagging much behind in 
education and that is why they liave been reduced to this sorry plight. 
Various theories have been advanced as to the reason of backwardness of 
our community, and one is that our community did not take kindly to 
English education. Sir, I do not subscribe to tliis theory but in my humble 
9 
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judgment I believe in the remark of Mr. W. W. Hunter in his book — 
'‘Indian Mussalmans” — that by the policy of the early British Government 
very widespread system of national education which the Muslims possessed 
then and the endowment which used to feed that system was destroyed by 
the Resumption Proceeding and the Permanent Settlement. He has shown 
in pitialde language how tne Moslems can rightly accuse the earlier British 
administrators of having neglected the <;ause of their education and of 
liaving destroyed their national system of education. 

Sir, 1 appeal once more to the Education Minister and I appealed not 
once in this House but more than three or four times that Muslim education 
should be advanced at all cost. I appeal to every section of this House to 
solve this proldem. (Tnless Muslims are equally advanced with other sister 
(Mjmmunities of Bengal, Bengal will not prosper. So it is to their interest 
also to suj)port this noble cause. The Muslims are nf)t progressing in 
Bengal. 1 can show by figures that they are retrograding. They are 
receding in education. As regards higher education, their number is very 
meagre; only in class one and class two of primary ^schools, the number is 
large. For exa,mi)le from figures of 1940 it is found that 872,000 Muslim 
boys were in class one and it is reduced to only 10,000 in class ten. This 
shows that Muslim education in Bengal is ])rogressing at a very slow scale. 
From the latest census of 1941 it appears that out of 0 crores poi)ulation 
of Bengal only 9 laklis and odd are literate. Of this only 18 lakhs are 
females. Taking the percentage of Muslim female education in Bengal it 
may be said that Muslim female literate is only ‘I per cent, in East Bengal 
and 0 per cent, in AVestern Bengal. AVe have to remember that according 
to the census it is only those persons who can read and write they are 
literate. They have taken into account those girls who are in the first two 
<dasses of the primary schools. Taking that figure this percentage was made 
out. As regards higher education Muslims are hopelessly behind, specially 
in scientific and technical education. Although some scholarships and 
stipends have been granted, they are noi sufficient. Muslims recpiire special 
t ncouragement and it was suggested by the Hartog Committee in 1929 that 
Rs.4d lakhs should be set apart for the advancement of Muslim education. 
That report was probably made in 1929. Since then nothing has been done. 
1 may I'efer to the Momin Committee’s Report which was published in 1931. 
There were valuable suggestions and these suggestions have not been given 
effect to. No resolution dealing with that report has been published 
as yet, although promised again and again in this House. 

Then I come tf) the burning question of cloth scarcity. It is admitted 
on all hands that cloth has become scarce in Bengal. Of course, I am 
-conscious of the fact that Bengal’s quota has been reduced. Bengal has 
been given 10 yards in place of 12 yards, wdiereas Punjab and Bombay 18 
yards and North-AA^est Frontier I’rovince 32 yards. So Bengal has been 
treated very unfairly in this respect though Bengal contains extra population 
on account of its being in the war zone. It is said that cloths have been 
imported but where liave those bales of cloth gone? It is a well-known 
fact that black-market has .become rampant here. In the quarter I live 
[there are some cloth merchants and every day some Marwari brokers go 
there and supply them with cloths from the black-markets. My humble 
suggestion is that the whole question of supply and distribution should be 
conducted as has been done in the case of foodgrains, namely, through 
rationing system, by card system. Otherwise it would he very difficult to 
suppress this black-market in Bengal. The other day I met a Madrasi 
gentleman wffio was astonished to see the extent of black-markets here and 
he said that in Madras it was not so. The public do not co-operafe in this 
matter of checking the black-market. Everybody will say that he has been 
charged so much but he won’t give any information leading to the seller’s 
arrest, the reason being that further supplies will be stopped to him. If 
this problem is not solved soon, there will be cloth famine in 1945 as there 
was foodgrain famine in 1943. 
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I speak now on another aspect of the Budget. There is very little 
explanation as regards Civil Works, and Irrigation schemes that have been 
finished by Government. The total amount under Civil Works comes to 
Es. 101 lakhs, and these are some items of new construction and repair. 

But cannot these wait till the end of the war so that tlie high prices of 

materials and labour could be avoided ^ 

Then I may tell something about the grievances oi the Chittagong 
people. Sir, Chittagong has been very unfairly treated. As regards small 
irrigation schemes, 1 find Chittagong has been totally omitted. As regards 
supply ot sugar(‘ane cutting and manure, Chittagong has not got its proper 
share. T appeal to the Hon’ble the Agriculture Minister who has already 
put life in the dry bone of this Department to do som(*thing tor (.hittagong. 
Paddy fields have been taken awmy for military purposes. Steps should be 
taken to take over other fields for crops. Fish cultnre sclieme L.is not been 
extended to Chittagong tbongli there are 1,000 good tanks there in the town 
itself. In the northern parts of the district there are very good tanks for 

fish culture. No elfort lias been made to develop these tanks. Sir, there 

is another very important thing to which I must draw the attention of the 
Hnn’blc Minister in charge of (’ommerce and lndustrii‘s and that is the 
jireparation oi salt. Sir, (Chittagong presents a unique facility for prepava- 
titm of ^alt by way of cottage industry, and the peoi>le of Chittagong who 
live by the river side are aeeustomed to the proe(*ss of prejiaring salt. But 
1 find thiit only three warehouses are going to 1 h‘ eonstruclt'd this year and 
the amount that has been provi(h‘d in the budget for the whole of Bengal is 
only Es.oT.dOO. J think that it is a very small amouni for em'ouraging the 
maiiufaetiue of salt in Bengal. This item should lorm a part of the rehabi- 
litaiion scheme, but I do iioi know wheilier it has been imduded in this 
scheme. 

Sir, there is another industry which has to be encouiaged. IMiis is the 
f;uf-making industry. There is a good field for this industry. Gwr-making 
can he very easily done by the agriculturists. Bui there is one difficulty, 
and it is this, namely, want of new scientific advice and other necessary 
[things. So Government should coifte forward to supply the jieople who are 
engaged in this industry with all possible help. In this connection, 1 may 
say that allotments in respect of industry are very meagre as compared wdth 
other allotments. Sir, industry is expected to ])lay a good part in the 
scheme of rehabilitation. But I find that there is no such scheme which is 
to he financed by this Budget. I am aware that tliere are some Industrial 
Suh-Coininittees and some Technical (’ommittt'es and that Ihcy are prejiur- 
ing schemes which are to he put into operation after the war. But wlien 
the w’ar will end nobody knows, and we do not know wh(‘tlier these schemes 
whi(‘h are being prepared Nsith m) mindi labour and at so much <‘ost will at 
all be put into operation. This is the most oi»])ortune linn* for launching 
a sclieme which can benefit those j)t*rsons who >uflei‘ irom the effects of 
last year’g famine. 

Sir, there i^ another fact to which with all respect J must draw’ the 
attention of the Hoirhle the Minister con cerned. This is the training of 
large number of nurses and female doctors. Sir, in Bengal, es])ecially tlu^ 
Muslim conservative families want their female folk to be treated by women 
doctors; indeed, it is a well-knowm fact that there are some Moslem ladies 
wdio prefer to die than to he treated by a male doctor. 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, for the last one hour the honour- 
able member has been addressing the Hon’hle Minister for Commerce and 
Industries with his back to you. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, have you finished 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No, Sir, I have not yet finished. There is woeful 
dearth of nurses in Bengal. I am conscious of the fact that attempts have 
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been made to train nurses but m 3 " point is that facilities should be provided 
in some colleges, in some local hospitals to train up nurses in such areas 
because it is a known fact that respectable ladies of Moslem families will 
not come forward and it is the duty of (Tovernment to encourage the training 
of Moslem females under suitable pardah arrangement in the medical 
profession. Sometime ago 1 put a question to the Public Health Minister as 
to whether he contemplated making such arrangements to which he said 
that it was impossible to make such arrangements. He is not here now 
but 1 may submit that there is nothing impossible in this world and if 
sincere efforts are made then this can be done. 1 therefore hope that 
arrangements should be made for Moslem females and not only Moslem 
females but for females of all communities to be trained in nursing and 
medicine. In Chittagong Medical School there were 5 or 0 female students 
but owing to boarding house difficulty and for want of accommodation 
their guardians are feeling great difficulty in continuing their education 
there. 1 therefore respectfully draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned to this aspect of the matter and appeal to him to provide hostel 
accommodation and stipends lor female students of Chittagong Medical 
School. Lastly, I must congratulate' the Hon’ble Finance Minister on his 
lucid statement at the time of the presentation of the Budget and also tor the 
presentation of facts in such a \va\ that it cannot be criticised except on some 
matters some of whicli 1 have mentioned in the beginning. He has con- 
fronted th(‘ House with a statement of solid work that has been done and 
that is a noble feature in his Budget for wdiich I cannot but congratulate 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 1 only hope that tlu' hope that has been 
made out iu his statement and in his Budget figures will be duly fulfilled, 
and Bengal wiU be once more prosperous and see better days as other 
provinces have seen. L must however sav that Bengal is still confronted 
with a dismal future while other provinces, as for example, Madras, the 
Punjab and even Sind, are piling up crores for post-w^ar reconstruction. 
Bengal is faced with a vast war deficit, and 1 think in this respect it will 
be the duty of the Finance Minister to make up the loss that Bengal has 
incurred iu the matter of supplies of foodgrains and other necessaries of 
life. I strongly support the action of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and 
of His Blxcellency the Governor in asking for a subvention from the Centre 
for this loss. With these words, 1 resume my seat as mv’ time has been up. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 
2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 23rd February* 
1945. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945 — No. 6. 


Tiik Council met in the Legislative Chamber of tln‘ liogislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 2drd February, 194o, at 2-10 p.m., being the 
sixth day of the First Session of 194*3, pursuant to section 02(2) (f/) of tlie 
Government of India Act, 19.35. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Ciiowdiiury, J.r.) 
w'ds ill the Chair. 

Mti DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Before the House ])roeeeds to resume 
discussion of the budget, 1 maj’ inform the House that 1 have got notice of 
an adjournment motion from Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which runs as 
follows : — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent j)ublic importance, namely, the failure of the Government 
of Bengal to make suitable arrangements for proper treatment of 
the six T.B. or suspected T.B. patients, namely, (1) Sj. Aswini 
Kumar (lupta, (2) Sj. Sudhir Kumar, (3) Sj. Syamanahda Sen, 
(4) Sj. Parinial Dutta, (5) Sj. Bhupendra Bakshit Boy, and (6) Miss 
Kamala Das (hipla, for which Sj. Satindra Nath Sen went on 
hunger-strike.’’ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the words “in jail” should be 
between the words “])atients” and “namely” in line 5 to make the motion 
more clear. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you want to amend your motion H 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: If you think, Sir, the meaning is clear, 
it need not be anuMided. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The honourable m(*mber has ])ut in a 
snort-notice question exactly on the same subject. I take it that the 
honourable menihcT i> not quite sure of the basis on which he wants to plac^e 
his adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is a very urgent matter. 
Generally, Government keep these things in cold storage: that is why 
I have taken this course, if the Leafier of tln^ House or the Homo 
Minister give an assurance, 1 have no (d)jection to wait for a day 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Assurance for what'^ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: A .ssurance to make a statement on the 
subject. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, reply to the short-notice question will be given after the facts have been 
ascertained from the jail authorities. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then do I take it that you do not j)ress 
your adjournment motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

The House will now resume General Discussion of the Budget. 
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General Discussions on Budget. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 need not 
keep it a secret to myself that my heart virtually sinks as I rise to speak 
on the budget statement of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. He has 
brought home to us the truth that the whole governmental and economic 
organisation has gone out of gear in this province. Even then, Sir, I am 
not sure if the Government has any clear idea as to the difficulty of the 
task it is to discharge or the gravity of the problem it is expected to solve 
in this province. This is illustrated by the fact that w'hile last year the 
Government budgeted only for an expenditure of dO crores, according to the 
revised estimate such expenditure will be exceeded by 17 crores, — and this 
without bringing the stdution of any of the i)i(d)lems in our hand. The 
Hon'ble the Finance Minister has again estimated the expenditure of the 
coming year at 87 crores. Would I be very wrong, Sir, if 1 say that this 
estimate will prove as illusory as that of the original estimate for the last 
year? 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has specifically referred in his statement to 
some of the urgent problems of the day and taken us into confidence as to the 
policy which the Government has (diosen to pursue in respect of them. Ht 
has naturally ])laced the first emphasis upon tin* prodindion of more food in 
this province. None will deny that this is the crying need of the hour. 
If Bengal today is almost in a state of dissolution, we can attribute it mainly 
to the shortage of wholesome food. Although the province was at one time 
the giaiiary of India, for decadcvs past its agriculture has not been in a 
flourishing condition. It is not my desire oii this occasion to go into the 
details regarding the causes of this deterioration. What is wanted is that 
a comprehensive plan for the permanent improvement of agriculture sliould 
first be formulated and then it should be vigorously and efficiently operc4ed. 

I nave not, Sir, heard so far of any such scientific plan being actually 
formulated by the Government. Mr. Goswami has only infonmnl us that an 
•ig'icultural adviser has been appointed, three exju^rts are being imported 
fj'om iNcw Zealand and that three hundred additional agricultural oliicers 
are being recruited. We are yet in the dark as to tin* (‘xact advice 
Ml. Elmhirst has so far tendered to the Goveinnieiit . Tlie very fa(‘t that 
th ree hundn'd new men are being appointed and that exjiertvS are being- 
imported, need not he a sufficient reason for us to be enthusiastic. Wo know 
from our e.\|)eriences of the past that an army of officers may only provide 
an op]»ortuiiity for patronage without ministering to the needs of the peo])le 
and the reciuireinents of the ]>rovince. it is necessaiy for ns on this account 
to know as to what advice the Goveniment receives from its experts and 
how this adviee is acted U]) to by the hundreds of mnv and old officers of the 
Government. 

Mr. Goswami lias referred to the criip statistics which are now being 
eolleeted by the Government evidently with the object of improving produc- 
tion ill Bt‘ngal. In tliis connection, he tells us that a plot to plot enumera- 
tion has been undertaken at the estimated cost of 28 lakhs of rupees per year 
and that simultaneously a survey by the method of random sampling has 
also been undertaken at a cost of 7 lakhs per annum. 1 do not see, Sir, \vli> 
survey by the method of random sampling has been regarded as necessary 
wliep a plot to plot survey has already been taken up. So far as T know, 
the nudhod of random sampling is resorted to only by way of avoiding the 
surer hut far more expensive method of plot to plot survey. The former is 
regarded as a rough and ready alternative to the latter. It passes my undei- 
standiiig as to why both these methods should be resorted to simultaneously. 

It seems to me that an additional expenditure of rupees 7 lakhs a year has 
been undertaken without any reasonable grounds. Besides, may I ask, Sii, 
as to what the Government will do if tlie results of the tw’o surveys dift'er 
considerably from each other? Would I be unjustified if 1 say that the 
solution will be postponed in view of such possible disagreement? 
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The HoiCble the Finance Minister has given us an idea as to what is 
being done for the “Grow-niore-Food Campaign^’. In this connection, he 
tells de that improved seeds are being distributed and that manure is being 
provided. But, Sir, our experiences of the past regarding such distribution 
have been very unhappy. We know that in the past and possibly at the 
present time also, jute seeds are supposed to be distributed for growing high 
quality jute. But unfortunately in many places it has been found that a 
definite quantity of such seeds moves from the stockists to the distributors 
and then reverts from the latter to the former. The quantity remains 
constant but its circulation is certainly very rajiid. Theoretically and on 
paper, the distribution is made on a large scale but a(‘tuallY the growers 
profit very little by such paper distribution. It is time for the Government 
to see that in regard to the “Grow-More-Food Campaign” also the distribu- 
tion of seeds and manure does not take place on this old basis. 1 have no 
doubt that the Government is serious about making the campaign a prac- 
tically successful one and not merely successful on paper. But if this is to 
be done, more attention needs to be paid from now on. 

I should, vSir, speak a lew more words about this “Grow-More-Food 
Campaign”. The Hon’ble Minister has dwelt at some length upon the 
replenishment of live-stock and the development of fisheries in Bengal. As 
to the first, the Government scheme of establishing a Cattle Breeding Station 
in tht distric t of Nadia may not take us very far. Mr. (ioswami himself has 
pointed out that the area in which the station is to be loc*,ated lias been 
depopulated by malaria. In such an atmosphere the schenm, if it does 
succeed at all, will certainly be a very long-term affair. Meanwhile, the 
problem of live-stock for purjmses of cultivation and milk and meat supply 
has become very urgent. In many places the peasants have been put to a 
consi(lerabl(‘ difficulty in iiiaKers of (niltivation for want of ncca'ssary cattle. 
As foi milk, it is ccunnum knowledge that from many villages it has 
disapjieared altogether and in towns what is available at an exhorbitant 
jirice is only an apolog\ lor milk. T<» meet this emergem‘y it would have 
beni, wise for the Government to import cattle from other provinces and 
distribute them at reasonable prices among the people. This short term 
])olicy should have accompanied the long term one of establishing a breeding 
stah’(m 

Bengal, Sir, is pre-eminently n fish-(‘aling province. But the condition 
of fish sujiiily has become so miserable as to m*eate acute difficulties for the 
consumers. In fact, fisli lias disajipeared from the table of many houso- 
hoidtr^ in the province. This is true not merely of big cities like Calcutta 
but also of many of the villages. When fish sells at Its. 2-8 yier seer, it 
can be imag-iued how mucli of it an average hous(‘-holder may jiundiase for 
his family. The result is: people are hcdng devitalised and becoming a 
prey to all tlie fell diseases of which we hear so muclj at the present tirnt. 
Ever sinc^e the bc'ginuiug of this etuiUiry the Gov<‘Aiinent has made* efforts to 
iinprove the supply of fish. But in the words of the Hon^ble Minister such 
eft'orts have been so far only spasmodic. 1 am not certain if th(‘ present 
efforts of the Government for re-organising Bengal Fisheries will not also be 
characterised by some future Finance Minister as equally fitful and 
spasmodic. The immediate nece.ssity is the re-habilitation of the fishermen 
who as a class have become completely disorganised as a result of the last 
famiLc. It is my hope that the Government will pay immediate attention 
to this problem. 

Sir. I am glad that the Hon’ble Miriisf^r has put considerable emphasis 
in his statement on the steps which the Government has taken and is propos- 
ing to take to admini.ster medical relief to the people and improve the 
pre.sent public health conditions of the province. It does not require much 
investigation to know that the whole province is in the grip of fell diseases, 
like Malaria, Cholera and Small-pox. The ravages so far committed are 
terrible. No exact figures are yet available as to the number of people who 
have already been carried away by those diseases. But the lowest estimate 
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<)£ Ihope who know anything of the conditions in the villages is that at least 
five million people have already become fatal victims and many hundreds of 
thousands are likely to succumb in the near future. The list of hospitals 
and the supply of doctors to which the Hon’ble Minister has made reference 
appear to me to be too inadequate steps for meeting the crisis. In view of 
the fact that the whole province is in a state of collapse, the Government 
ought to have been more energetic than it has been. What is more regret- 
table is that instead of doing its own work in its own sphere, it entered into 
an unseemly controversy with the greatest local body of this province. 
There was really speaking no occasion for such a controversy. To pick holes 
in f-Le policy and programme of work of another body while the Govern- 
menU.s own policy remains so defective and requires so considerable change, 
Was at least unwise. Besides, the (iovernment of Bengal ought to have 
known that the three doctors on whose testimony it rushed to declare the 
Corporation lymph unfit for use might be eminent men in their own fields 
of work, but they had not the requisite qualifications as prescribed under the 
D'Ug Act, 1940, to inspect a laboratory like that of the Vaccine Laboratory 
of the Calcutta Corporation. In any event. Sir, it is my hope that the 
Government will make amends for the hasty action it took and proceed to 
mind its own business in fields where its attention is so much due. 

Before, Sir, I close this speech, 1 should refer to the observation of the 
Honouiable Minister regarding the Rowlands Committee which tlie Govern- 
ment appointed sometime ago. Jt is unfortunate, Sir, that the Commitlee 
took evidence in camera and gave no opportunity for public discussii)n of 
such evidences so far. T hope, however, that the report will be published 
in full together with evidences as soon as such report is submitted to the 
Government. There is no doubt that the whole administration is in a state 
of inefficiency in this province and this House should have an opportunity 
of discussing the recommendations of the Committee for improving the 
administrative machinery in this province before they are carried out. 

Mr. KAMIHI KUMAR DUTTAS Sir, it cannot be denied that there is 
an atmosphere of unreality in the discussion of the Budget in this House. 
We have to admit that there is no sanction behind our discussion at all. And 
why in tliis House only, even in the other House there is the same atmosphere 
of unreality, although there is at least a semblance of reality there. I shall 
not deal with the details of the Budget. I would like to consider the Budget 
only from a general aspect. I think that the Budget of this year is a correct 
index to the trend of administration that is prevailing in the country at 
present, if it is studied carefully and scrutinised, it would reveal 
absolute want of any polic'.y for the welfare of the peoide. The only feature 
which is j»rominent througliout the whole Budget is nothing but deficit and 
heavy indebtedness. Reasons have been advanced for it in the statement 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minist(U’. 1 must admit and admit very frankly 
the wonderful power of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to cloak the most uglv 
facts with a very decent garb. I have known him in my fairly long political 
career and I am fully conscious of his ability in this line. Perhaps he has 
very few equals in this art in the field of politics and debate and I wish 
heartily that this ability had been applied and devoted to a better cause. 

Now, as I have already vsaid, the Budget has two predominant features — 
deficit and debt. A little scrutiny and study of the figures would show that 
the root cause is nothing but incompetency. Incompetency alone would not 
have been so harmful ; but unfortunately in the present administration incom- 
])etency is accompanied by corruption which is more harmful to the future 
of the province and to the future of the nation. The deficit and indebtedness 
are not matters of accident. It is the inevitable result of the policy, if it 
can be called a policy at all, which has been pursued by the present adminis- 
tration. The whole administration is permeated by a craze for nepotism 
and a spirit of partisanship. It is a patent fact — a fact proved in the 
CQurts and also in the various spheres of the public life of this province. 
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Corruption is rampant in almost every lair of the administration of the 
province. This corrupt policy is not an offspiiii^ of any extraneous 
development. It has got its root in the administration itself and it is a 
natural result. It is not the illegitimate child hut the legitimate child of 
an illegitimate administration. Party Government there is, I do not say 
in all parts of the world, but in some of the count; i'es. But party adminis- 
tration should not be carried to the length of taking away food from the 
mouth of the people of the (‘ountry for helping partisanship. Jt is a fact. 
Sir, that even in regard to the food administration a spirit of partisanship 
prevails and the present administration is resjumsible for the deaths of 
thousands of our countrymen. It was not want of sutfi(‘ient foodstuffs whieh 
was responsible for these deaths — food there was enough, enough food came 
from outside the province — it is the mal-administration of the province that 
was responsible for these deaths and it is no exaggeration tc> say that for the 
death of our countrymen the present partisan administration is to a very 
large extent responsible. I think it is time to cry halt and to see that trie 
administration is not made an a.sylum for placi'-hunters. 

The Budget sluuild be carefully considered from that standpoint and the 
Ministry should take w’arning that things ought not to run along definitely 
])artisan lines any further. The country is greater than any party, wljether 
it is '(V)ngress, Muslim League, Krishak J*raja or Mahashabha. I must not 
be understood to hold the brief for a party wdiich is opposed to the present 
Coalition ( joverninent. Let any jiarty be at the ludni of the administration 
but let that party conduct itself honestly. If so, I caii assure* that all 
])olitical parties in the country will join their hands, wn’ll extc'nd their 
co-{)peration in saving the people of the country. But it s(‘enis tin* pn^sent 
adniinistratioTi has g(»t entangled in the <*obw’ebs of ])artisan administration 
and they find it very difficult to extric.ate tlnnnselves from it. lndee«l, 
when out' studies the Budget, one shudders to think of the future* of B(*ngal? 
To wdiat doom nvv w’e dragging ourselv(*sy Are we to place* ours(*lve*s in 
the* hands of unscrupulous profite‘e*rs and ce)rrupte*d offi(‘i}dsy If the* peeiple* 
have te) live, they wull have to assert the*mselve‘s. I can give* one* warning 
to the ])re*sent ministry that (*vt*r\ thing lias its limit and if ve)U e*arry too far 
it will lueak ai'd wdien it will bre^ak ye)u elee not kneov wdiat shape* it will take*. 
You are at pre*sent deluding pee)ple* with communal e*ries but a time will 
ceMiie* when peojele will refuse to be delueled any further. Theey may assert 
themselve*s and break the tin gods. As I said in the very commene^oment eef 
my sjieech, T am onl\ dealing wdtli the Budget in its ge*neral featilres. The? 
Ilon’ble the Finance Ministe*r in his Budget s]>e?ech says “Thanks te) e*are*tul 
planning and the effective exe*e*ution of the threefold programme of produc- 
tion, procure77ie*nt and distribution of foexl, (ie)ve*rnme‘nt have be*en able* to 
redeem their pledge”. Sir, what was the* ple‘elgey “Theue* sfiall be* no 
famine in 1944” — this was the pledge. The Ilem’ble Minister at the veuy 
commeneeme*iit of his statement takes pride in that. Of e;e)urse, e)stensibly 
there has been no famine in 1944. Pe»ople were ne)t dying in the stre?ets as 
they did in the previous year. But 1 will ask the Ilon’ble* the* Kinanea* 
Minister to lay his hands on his heart and ask his e^onsedence if really there 
was no famine in 1944. Of course, if by famine yem mean absolute want of 
food, ce)mplete starvation and death following it, there was perhaps ne) 
famine; but is it not a fact that the whole nation did go under-nourished, 
and was there no mal-nutrition in the country? Did enir future generation, 
the younger ones get sufficient milk or enough food for their growth? Are we 
getting enough food for our healthy growth? Are we not anyhow keeping 
our skin and bone together? Can it he .said that the country has got 
enough food for the population? Is it not a fact that we are getting rotten 
rice and other bad quality food-.stuffs which are causing diseases which 
the doctors are failing to diagnose? Even the other day I asked an eminent 
physician of Calcutta about some of the diseases which were prevalent in the 
town. He says that it is impossible to find out the root cau.se 
now because of the highly injurious elements that are present in the 
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rotten rice and other stuffs which are being given to us by Govern- 
ment as edible articles. Who does not know that the mustard oil that is 
being supplied is unfit for human consumption ? That is wh}^ new diseases 
are coming in and more horrible diseases may come in. Therefore, as I 
said, the Finance Minister’s statement is not correct that there was no 
famine in 1944. There was no famine outwardly, and there was no 
complete starvation; but the nation was hall-starved and under-nourished. 
Compare with this the state of things in other countries which are engaged 
ii- war where they care for the life of the nation, where they care for the 
future of the country. They consider that tlie nation must grow up 
healthily and ably, and that it must not be a nation of decrepits. Now by 
creating a nation of decrepits, can the Hon’ble the Finance Minister take 
pride and say that there was no famine in 1944, and that the people had not 
to see thousands of people dying for want of fot)d like dogs and cats on the 
streets? If that sight has been spared, we see, no reason to be thankful to 
the administration. You are killing the nation slowly. It is a slow death 
that has been prescribed as a result of the mal-administration of food. 
Well, in his financial statement, in the very next page, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has ve.ry aptly remarked — and I agree with him — that 
“It h as been increasingly borne in on me during the last two years that 
personnel <‘ven more than finance is our n^al bottleneck.” I see that it is 
regally so. Personnel means efficient and honest personnel. There is a 
superfluity of officers, — there is no want of officers, — but there is want of 
officers who can really serve the cause of tin* people. So tin* Finance 
Minister has, after all, uttered a truth. We only wish that this lesson 
miglit not be lost upon the administrators, and that instead of a host of 
corrupt officers attem])tH are made to appoint honest officers wlio love 
the people, who love the country and who love to serve the people of the 
country. 

Next, 1 turn to the statement of expenditure necessitated by war condi- 
tions and the famine and its aftermath, the total figure of whi<‘h amounts 
to 01 crores of rupees. For war conditions, certainly the administration is 
not resj)onsible but for the famine and its aftermath surely this Government 
is responsible. Was the famine due to the failure of crops? No, the famine 
was due to maladministration of the food situation in the country. It was 
a man-made famine. However, the F'inance Minister says that on account 
of the extraordinary expenditure which comes up to a very huge figure of 
()1 eroies; the Budget is a deficit one. Out of these (il crores, lie ascribes the 
lovss due to the Civil Supplies Department’s trading ojit^rat ions for the 
last three years at 22 crores. In his financial stati‘nient it is said 
that this loss was incurred in the main due to the sale of foodgrains to the 
juihlie at prices below' those at wiiich they were jiurchased, and to 
de-valuation of Governineni’s stocks as a result of ])rogi‘essiye statutory 
lowering of price levels. But in a very laconic sentence it has also been said 
that “there are other contributory factors”. 

Sir, we refuse to accept the statement that this loss is due in the main 
to the sale of foodgrains at prices bebnv those at which they were purchased. 
The public have some experience of the working of this department, and 
they know that the cause lies soinewdiere else. It lies not only in its allowing 
food-stocks to be damaged wdiile people w'ere dying in thousands on the 
streets, hut also in allowing the food-stocks to be converted into a condition 
wbicb would render it unfit for human consum])tion so timt they might be 
sold at lower prices. Even so, that is not the main cause for this huge loss. 
The account Iwaiks in the godowns of the Supply Department may perliaps 
show" that so many lakhs of maunds of rice had come in hut did they really 
come in or were they only figures on paper in account books? In respect 
of foodstuffs stocked in Government godow’ns, we understand an explana- 
tion w'as given that some (piantities of food-grains were eaten u]> hy rats. 
I had a discussion with an officer myself on this ])oint. If some quantity 
of rice had been oaten up, it was eaten up by human rats and not by 
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ordinary rats. I can now give one concrete illustration for the information 
of the Hon’ble Minister and he may be pleased to enquire into that. He 
may know that Government hud a godown of food-grains at Chandpur in 
the district of Tippera. There was a huge stock of rice and other food- 

grains there. It was placed in charge of the Civil Supplies Department at 

the time of which 1 am speaking. There was a case in a court in 

connection with shortage of stocks in the g. down. The ('ase is no 
longer siih judice: it has been disposed of. The Crown has failed in the 
case and it has ended in acquittal. The British military officer in 
charge of the godown was a witness in the case and I had to cross- 
examine him. Ver\ honestly and openl\ he said that there was 

no verification of the stocks in the godown — no verifi(‘ation had ever been 
made. 1 asked him whether he could give me assurance that the goods 
stated in the ])apers were really received. He said it was imjiossihle to say. 
S(- no attempt has ever been made for verification at all. The stock was 
mucli less than it was stated on paper. T asked if there was ])ilfering and 
if j)ilfering was ])ossihle. He said God only can say that: ])ilfering is 
quite possible. Not only he but the Civil Supply Department officer who 
was in (diarge ])rior to the military officer was also a witness. He was also 
asked whether there was ever any verification of stock at ;ill. He said “no'\ 
1 also asked him if he could say that the stock stated in the j)a])ers tallied 
with the goods actually stocked in the godown. He said he could not say 
that. The man (barged was thus acquitted and the officers of the (hvil 
Supjily Department were found to be corrupt. The Civil Su])i)ly Depart- 
ment officers tried to ])ut th(‘ burd('n on the inrnx’ent man to mak(‘ a scape- 
goat of him. But they failed in their ugly att(‘mpt. So I say that the 
true causes have not l)(‘('n really given for this deficit in the statement of 
the Finance Ministei. What is the r(*ason lor this':^ We know, — 
I ne(‘d not nnuition names, — that even some of the membius of tlie 
Legislature ho W(‘re following some other avocation are now big 
contractors, because for them to he contractors in the ('ivil Su])])li(‘s l)iq)art- 
ment is more lucrative than to fcdlow more honest i)r()fessi()n. T1 h\v are 
ado])ting this sort of nefarious nu'ans (d’ earning lividihood. Would they 
not have to answer once at least before tiieir own (lod and (‘ountry for th(» 
mischitd and havoc the\ liave been creating in th(‘ country. Sir, the causcH 
attiibutcd by the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the hue(» h>ss in tin* trading 
o])eration art* not the real causes. The real cause lies som(‘wht*n‘ (*Isv!. 
Stock was allowed to be damaged. Unr(*al figures art* allowa*d to creep into 
tilt* account books and instead of having procuremt*nt through the ordinarv 
and lione^t (‘hannel of trade, bogus commercial ag(*ncit*H were created. 
Jh‘opIe who had no expericm t* of commerce and tradt* have suddenly blossom- 
ed into tradesm(*n thituigli tiie kindness and patronage of the Ministi’y^; and 
flu* result is inevitable. So. the root cause ought to be enquired into. Aft 
I said, this Budgt't is an index of the jxdicy oi the administration, an index 
to the trend of the administration now jirevailing in the province and also 
to the doom we art* hastening into. T propose now^ to dwell on the “debts’b 
which according to the Hon’ble the Finantx* Minister “stand at Rs. 11 
crores on the -list March, 1945, and will reach 19 crores on the 
31st March, 19dt).” The dead weight of this fieavy burden has no 
counter])art in any of the other jirovinces either in its magnitudt* or 
in its dimension. We have no personal experience of the other provinces 
but as we have seen from the newspapers: in Sind there is no deficit, there 
is no deficit either in Bomiiay or Madras. Only tlie Budget of Bengal is a 
deficit one. So. naturally out* is iindined to think that there is something 
rotten in the state of Denmark. But why the Beng‘al Budget is rotten? 
There is that excuse, namely, war conditions. But w’ar conditions are 
prevailing everywhere in Europe, and in the wdiole of India. (Mr. Hamjddl 
Huq -CiiowDJirRY : Tliey are eating rats.) N ou have not gone there. They 
are eating rats and here the rice i.s being eaten by human rats. 
(Mr. IlAMmuL Huq Ciiowdiiuhy : Ye.s, Burra Bazar human rats, your 
friends.) Burra Bazar rats are not our friends. We know that in the Burra 
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Bazar there are black-marketeers, but we have to admit with shame that 
even members followdn^^ other professions, members who had given pledges 
to serve the country have become black-marketeers. (Mr. Hamidul Hcjq 
C iiowDiruuY: They are your political friends.) (Mr. Haridas Mazumdar : 
Your friends too.; We have every reason to think that the figure of assets 
as given by the Finance Minister in his Budget estimates would prove to be 
really illusory. So, really the debt would be much higher and together 
with the interests accumulated on the debt the total amount would stand at 
an appalling figure. Therefore, 19 crores would not be a true figure; as a 
matter of fact, it would be a heavy burden on the administration as well as 
on the people. 

The Hon ’hie the Finance Minister has tried to give a rosy picture of the 
future plans. Ilians in themselves cannot be condemned until they have 
been carried into efiec.t; but, Sir, it has been seen that there are plans which 
have never been translated into realities. 

^^^ow, as regards the Department of Agriculture which deserves consoli- 
dation and which is responsible for the supply of fish to the people, I 
remember tliat on several occasions I had to speak about it but it has not 
been heeded. Fish is a commodity of which there is a clear shortage in ihe 
country and its culture refiuires special attenlion. It is a pity that in 
Bengal which borders on the sea and in wliicdi there are innumerable inland 
rivers there should he shortage of fish. However, let us hope that these 
schemes will not remain only on paper, bui that they will be put into 
operation by a dej)artmeni run by honest and efficient officers. 

I need not dilate further as to the details of the various demands, because 
our discussions, after all, have no value. They will he discussed in some 
other place where each of these heads would be discussed on its merits and 
resolutions would be adopted. We have nol the nec(*ssary sanction for 
enforceuK'nt of our decisions; so, T would say: ltd us try to drag 
this country out of the quagmire of corrui)tion, inefficiency and nepotism. 

There is another very important item, namely, cloth whicli luis b(‘come 
a problem very difficult to solve. As we oflen say, food and cloth aie two 
very essential necessities for every human btdng. Wiilj regard to its supply, 
the usual excuse is that it is the (hmtral Government which is responsible 
for its siip])ly. Thert* is no doubt that the Gentre is responsible for supply 
of cloth but the distribution of cloth is your function 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; It is with your friends the 
Burra Bazar peojile. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: My friend seems to have developed a 
bugbear about Burra Bazar. J am inclined to think that Burra Bazar has 
infected him and he has in his turn infected Burra Bazar. Is it not a fact 
that members of the Brovincial Textile (h)mmittee are making fortunes out 
of the Burra Bazar cloth <lealers'^ Tliere is an allegatioji that one particular 
member of the Textile Advisory Gommittee distributes his favour to those 
who would insure in his (hnnpany. There are other members — 1 need not 
mention their names — about whom there are serious accusations and allega- 
tions. So there is no need to speak of Burra Bazar. Burra Bazar bas been 
conupting the members of the Textile (h)mmittee and you are corrupting 
the Burra Bazar. You are the real source and cause of corruption. The 
authorities are in your hands, and it seems that Burra Bazar has infected 
them and they are infecting the Burra Bazar and so they are helping each 
other. I hope that my friend sitting on the other side may know of a 
gentleman in my district, a very old gentleman, not a Congress man, but a 
staunch pious Muliammadan. He came to me one day, — he is verging on 
80, — and asked me, “will it be illegal if we, ten thousand strong, both male 
and female, walked naked to the house of the District Magistrate and asked 
for cloths? We have no cloths to wear, neither ourselves nor our women- 
folk'’, I found tears trickling down his eyes when he described how his 
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family was liviii". He is uot a poor man but a gentleman of some position 
and influenee. Really, Sir, we have been driven to this state in which 
many of us have to keep indoors for want of cloths. Thus we find tliai 
the cloth problem is becoming a menace to the country. And attempts to 
throw the blame and the burden on the sholders of the Central Government 
are cowardly attempts. Whatever cloths you hcvo got should be properly 
distributed so that they might reach the people, so that any how we might 
hide our nakedness with the help of that. This problem is also a most 
important problem and merely bewailing our lot will not do. The time has 
come really when Bengalis, both Hindus and Mussalmans, should think of 
Bengal first and tluMi of other things. Simply (“ondemning the Niemeyer 
Award will not help us in the b‘ast. Bengal may herself so arrange things 
that no Nienuwer Award will stand in Inw way and all the sourct's" of ja\a- 
tion AN ill be in our oavii hands. Baying stress on the' didVct'^ and shoid- 
comings of the Centre will not lelieve our sutferings in the least. We 
must face the whole fact and Ave must boldly tak(‘ in hand all tln‘ factors 
and grapple Avith the situation as best as we can. 

Mr. HARtDAS MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Presi dent, Sii’, the llon’ble 
Mr. (josAvanii has placed a Budget before the House Avhieh he Avill liimself 
admit is a Budget of confusion and utter despair. Placed side by side with 
last year's Budget, it exem])lifies a rake's ])rogress in useless and wasttd'ul 
expenditure. Tht‘ number of <h‘aths as gathered from (lovernimMit n*port 
in Bengal in P)4d, tin* famine yi'ar, Avas liSJdJdb. Th(‘ normal death rate 
of the ])rovince in Pld9, the last jire-famine y(*ar foi- Avhich the report of the 
Public Health Department can be purchased in the (jovernment Book 
Dei)ot, was l(l,9(),5‘l(). The number of deaths during 1944 up to Septemlier 
^19 Avas 12. 79, ‘284, as stated rt'cently in the Central Assembly by Mr. 4. 1). 
Tyson, tin* Health Secretary. Diligent search at the Writers’ Buildings 
revealed that the statistics of 1944 posterior to September had not yet been 
received from all districts. Cmhu’ tlu* circumstanc<‘s, av(* eaii only take the 
average and roughly estimate that the total figure for 1944 will be not less 
than t;, 8(1, ()()() wliiidi is about 90 per cent, of that of tin* famine y(*ar and 50 
])er cent, higher than that of the normal \ear. I'liere is evei> liktdihood 
that deaths wiue more numerous in the wintm* nuinths than in the previous 
nine months. The statistics of death of the full y(‘ar have b(‘en ])ublished 
in neAvs])a])i‘rs of one district only, namelv , Hir])}ium, and we tind that 
in 1944, 40,109 inusons dn*d lluu'e as compartal Avith only 208 more 
])ersons in the tatetul y(‘ar of H)4d. ’riiiis, on actual and sample, both 
th(‘ calculations show that so fa? as deaths are eonceiinal the situation in 
1944 did not ap])reciahly improve on what it was in 1940. Bengal is being 
dejiopulated under our eyes. The Bengalee* pioverb says that tliere is no 
waerse abuse in the vocabulary than d(‘ath. Then wdiat do the huge expen- 
dituie and the tall talk of the Einunce Minister about rendering immense^ 
relief in numerous directions amount to!^ In my budget sjieech last year 
I said that there Avas a story current among jail birds that if any one wanted 
to .send 2 annas to a prisoner in jail, he must send a rupee, tin* 14 annas being 
meant for the 7 intermediaries within the pri.son tlirough wdiieh the money 
must pass and further apprehended that the same fate might, overtake the 
heavy expenditure incurred by the jiresent Government. Had the case b(;en 
otherwise, the heavy mortality of famine conditions would be a thing of the 
past. The Finance Minister has waxed eloquent over the wishful thinking 
of hostile critics, who predicted the imminence of a second famine. But i? 
there be nothing in a name, how’ever you call the inability of tin* A^ast majoiBy 
of our people to buy rice at 4 to 5 times the normal price?, it will s]u41 eijual 
disaster. The same has happened hereto. The average annual income per 
capita in rural areas in India w'as estimated at Rs. 22-8 before the war. 90 
per cent, of the labourers of large scale industries in this province being 
non-Bengalee, it can be said that Bengal really lives in her villages where 
on account of the absence of any law prohibiting land-alienation to non- 
agriculturists as in the Punjab or the Sonthal Parganas — a wholesome law 
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which even the Bombay Planners recommend for the whole of India — ^the 
number of landless labourers has been on the increase long before the famine. 
The Eloud Commission records that agricultural labourers represent 29 per 
cent, of the population and that percentage of families holding 2 acres or 
less is 41-9 per cent, and the percentage holding between 2 and 4 acres 
is 2041. This was in 1940. The famine has made matters incalculably 
worse. What must be the effect of the present price of rice on such 
economy? Semi-starvation leading to disease and death. 

Jt is now clear that no Government, however resourceful, can tackle this 
gigantic problem merely by charity. The Budget reveals that only 18 lakhs 
of people have been benefited by the scheme of selling foodgrains at 
reduced rates. This touches only 3 per cent, of the population where at 
least 90 per cent, are affected. The first and foremost duty of a Government 
must in the nature of things be to govern. If hoarding and profiteering 
could be Htop})ed with a strong hand as in Bihar, much need for relief would 
cease altogether. The Governor of that province recently remarked that 
all ineificient control was a nuisance and has actuallj' abolished restrictions 
on the movement of rice and paddy by carts. Coarse rice, though much 
betti'i' ihan what we eat in Calcutta, is selling in open inaikets at Modhupore 
at Its. 10 per maund and sometimes at Its. 8 at Dumka. I have explained 
more than on(;e in this House how by simjde administrative measures, such 
as seizure of immense* stocks under tin* Defence* of India Buies, that Govern- 
ment ina(l(* the long arm of law felt by hoarders and profiteers towards the 
end of 1912 and the beginning of 194'1 and thus })revented what might easily 
develop into a tragedy equal to that of Bengal. Sir Thomas has recently 
taken credit for maintaining all along the i)rice level of rice at an inordinate- 
ly low figure compared with tliat of Bengal and he is fully justified in doing 
so. His experience of Indian conditions as an administrator is long and 
his sympathy for the welfare (»f the masses is ])ateiit -to everybody. His 
enthusiasm for work is remarkable. At Deoghur he was found to supervise 
distribution of seeds to the cultivators hiinscH. 1 mention all these facts 
only to show that an efficient food administration in war time and in a province 
C(}ually ridden by the hoarding and profiteering fraternity not native to the 
soil, cannot be achieved except by the hardest toil and an administrative 
machinery as pure and lionest as i)ossible in human conditions. The 
Kowlands Committei* is bolding an enquiry on ^his very subjt'ct but as 
depopulation of a fair province, once India’s foremost, is going on aj)ace; time 
for elaborate researcli is over and it will be in the fitness ol ihinus li if.e 
services of such an excellent administrator near at hand can be requisitioned 
once again as food administrator with plenary powers. As an humble 
administrator myself, 1 may s/ggest tliat at least halt of the l.G.S. men 
here both British and Indian and half of llie Subd ivi'-sjj'na I Gtfic’ers should 
be rej)laced by men from Bihar which once formed part of Bengal. It is 
clear to tlic meanest intelligence that Lloyd George's “Steel Erame" is 
sinqdy not functioning here and stories of important executive officers 
lining their pockets reacli our ears (faloir. If the permanent services have 
b(*en corru])t and consecjuently im*fficient and that foi t(H) long a period and 
the whole atmos])here has been vitiated, tin* only remedy is a thorough over- 
haul and (‘onstant transfer fi’om one jdace to another. Unless proper persons 
foi‘ sp(*nding mont'v (‘an be found, mere budgeting astronomical figures at the 
expense of the tax-payer will be of no use. 1 shall cite here a few cases as 
(‘oncrete illustrations. After the onset of famine six months elapsed before 
epidemics broke out but the Governimmt was caught napping at that time 
in this respect and the conse(iuence was disastrous. Has any lesson be(‘n 
learnt from this? Only recently the Government nullified the authority of 
the Calcutta Corporation with regard to vaccination — a step which seems 
very drastic indeed wlien it is remembered tliat this institution enjoys the 
widest franchise of any repre.sentatiye body in India and is the hantiiwork 
of that father of Indian nationalism, 1 mean, Sir Surendranath Banerji. 
But 1 am not holding any brief for Calcutta Corporation. This outrageous 
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measure was adopted when the epidemic of smallpox was already raging 
in full force in this city. If it were done at all with all lack of 
grace, could it not be done in time? A Britisii member of the 
heaven-born service has of late indulged in a long diatribe on the dilatoriness 
of the Corporation. But had the gentleman dis] laved half the zeal in 
devising vaccination at least a month before Uu- smallpox season, many 
deaths might have been prevented. I have already mentioned that the 
figures of death in 1944 have not yet reached Writers’ Buildings from many 
districts though it is near the end of Eebruarv. The figures u]) to tin* end of 
September were compiled only under the pressure of the Central Govern- 
ment. All people interested in the welfare of this famine-ridden province 
are anxious to know death statistics which are the only objective data tor 
determining whet}n*r deterioration in the situation has be(‘n checked. 
A business-like G('vernment would have kt‘])t the figurt‘s constantly beftuv its 
eyes as the aidd test of relief measures involving an exi)enditure of (I, SI, 001) 
in 1944-4o and S, 07, 000 in 1045-40. Many economists of other ])arts of 
India have written to me for these figures while Bengalee scholars deplore 
their absence. If some District Oflicers can supply them in time, why not 
others? Ilow’ can general policies of the Government be determined without 
relevant facts and figures? This shows that irres]>onsi]>ility whicdi brought 
about the famjne still continues. The Publicity De])arlnient which aims at 
a graphic description of high officials moving a!)out the streets of (hilcutta 
undt*r a blazing sun — all this to bask under tlo* siinshim* of som(d)ody’s 
favour — should have publislied the death statistics ])unctually every month. 

The Grow More Food campaign accounts for an (‘xpenditure of Bs. 1 
crore 12 lakhs in 1044-45 and 77 lakhs in 1015-4(1. Agriculture re(‘eiveH 2 
crores 22 lakhs in 10^45 and 2 (*rores 4 lakhs in 1045-4(1. This is nearly 
one-third of the total e\])enditure ol the ])rovinct‘ in 1010-11, amounting to 
about (iA crores. At that time East Bengal wuis excluded but Bihar and 
Orissa were included in this province. Had our Ministers e\(‘rcisi‘d that 
prudent economy in expenditure as Sir (then Mr.) William Duke did in 
regatd to tlu* ex])enditure of ]>ul)lic moncN , tin* results would hav(‘ been 
satisfactory by now , Bengal is at ])resent ])assing tinoiigli a sevt'ie scarcity 
of mustard oil and an (*pid(*mic. of hcri-Jn’vi is tin* result. Tw(‘lv(* montlis 
ago I said in this Gouricil whih* discussing the Budgid that (‘\c(‘ll(‘nt results 
might be ol)taim*d only it (iovernment started some (h*nionst I'at ion farms 
in East Bengal districts showing the cultivation (»f mustard seeds. Forty 
or fifty years ago nearly 100 oil-mills i)f Calcutta and Howrah, all ow'ned 
by B(‘ngah*es, w'(*re worked with mustard seeds gi’own in tin* ]>r()vince and 
boatloads used to arrive at Hatkhola marki't from East Bengal. Led by 
the ])rosj)(*ct of higher profits in some other ct’ 0 ])s for a tem])orary ])eriod 
peasants gave up cultivating mustard se<*ds and the mills had to depend on 
seeds from Bihar and Cniteil Prf>vinces. Astule businessno*?! of those* 
provinces staited mills tln‘re and the Bengal mills coulel no long(*r (*oni])ete 
with them having to jiay freight for d maunds of mustard seeds while* the* 
Bihar anel Unite*d Provinc(*s merchants had to ])ay fie*ight for erne* maund 
of oil. the finishe*d ])roduct of d maunds e)f se*e*ds. In this un(‘(jual compe*- 
tition the Bengal mills had tei be closeel df»woi, ami their huge machine*ry 
W'as sold as scrap iron which was very ]»robably e*xport(*el to .Ia])an to fa* 
used now as bullets on Inelian sohliers on the Arakan fre)nt. As the* 
General Secretary e»f the United Be*ngul As^ocia^tiem e)f whie‘h Sir P. C. Boy 
was the Chairman, 1 have bee*n trying my best te) i>e*rsuaele* the* 
Government tee j)ay some attentiem te) this promising field of luisiness but 
in vain. Xow that huge sums be^yemd the dreuims e)f forme‘r Agrie-ultiire 
Ministers are being spent, .something ce)ncret(‘ should have* bee*re aehie‘ve<l. 
Judged by palpable results, the recorel of the Agriculture ])e*])artinenl is a 
big zero and w’hen pres.sed on the question the Hon’ble Minister blames 
Goel. Blas])hemy is certainly reprediensible in men eif e)ur age. Aeicording 
to the census of 1051, the number e>f holus and 7V7?.s' was about three lakhs. 
These pee)ple and an equal number of Moslems specially in East Bengal were 
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formerly maintained by the occupation of mustard oil manufacture. Re- 
introduction of mustard seed cultivation means the rehabilitations of so many 
of God’s creatures. Let me hope that by the time of the next Budget I 
shall not have to repeat this tale of woe and a heavy drain of wealth of 
Bengal to other provinces which rankled in the mind of the late Sir P. C. 
Roy will stop. 

Ill regard to jute the Government has, of late, shelved all responsibility 
on the Central Government. But the Government of India Act is expli ;it 
on the point that crop regulation falls in the Provincial Inst. AVe are not 
aware that the Government of India has applied Defence of India Rules in 
this respect and it is up to the Ministry to enlighten us on this point. While 
Indian economists ure unanimous that 4 annas of the basic acreage will be 
(juite sufficient for jiresent world retiuirements, the Government has of late 
fixed compulsory restriction at eight annas. The uselessness of such fixation 
will he evident from the fact that tin* illiterate jut(‘ growers, 90 per cent, of 
whom are Moslem, instead of receiving correct guidance at the hands of a 
Moslem League Ministry had to depend on their own judgment and actually 
sowed hi annas. What is then the use of this costly force of jute restriction. 
This proposal of restriction was originally mooted in the old Bengal Council 
by members like Dr. Naresh Ch. Sen Gupta only because excessive cultiva- 
tion of jute led to a slump in ])rices much to the delight of British jute 
inh'rests on the Booghly. If instead of fixing a scientific acreage that will 
keep supply of jute in tune with its demand so that by the play of inexor- 
able economic forces the strange disparity between the pri(‘es of raw and 
manufactured jute may be wiped out, the Ministry declare an acreage which 
the cultivators even in their ignorance cannot ex(*eecLand which pleases the 
heart of the manufacturers, does it not then bartff away vast Moslem 
economic interests for the salaries of its members? I am sure that Head- 
masters of our schools teaching Bengalee boys English idioms illustrate this 
as a case of selling one’s birthright for a mess of pottage. 4’he extent of 
loss of Moslem agriculturists on account of the present jute ]>olicy of the 
Ministry can be understood from the following figures: — 

Jute produced — 54,9^,205, bales — 2,74,f)(),02r) maunds. Thirty-five 
seei’s of jute make 100 yards of hessian. Maximum ])rice of jute fixed by 
Government Rs. 17 jier maund, value of 35 seers at this rate Rs. 14-14. 
Price of 100 yards hessian fixed by Government Rs. 28-8. Manufacturing 
<’ost of this hessian not more than Rs. 3 (possibly Rs. 2). Reasonable margin 
of ])rofit allowable to jute mills for this Re. 1. The undue gain made by 
jut(‘ mills per hundred yards of hessian, i.e., 35 seers of jute Rs. 9-10. This 
undue gain in 1 maund of jute Rs. 11. Total such gain in 2,74,00,025 
maunds of jut(‘ of the last (‘lop Rs. 30,21,20,275 — over Rs. 30 crores. This 
rejiresents the growei’s’ loss. Similarly it can be shown that in the previous 
(TO]) of 08 lakhs of bales, i.e., 3 crores and 45 lakhs of maunds, the mills 
unduly gained and the growers unduly lost Rs. 37 crores 90 lakhs and this 
at a time when famine was raging in full force, rice was selling at Rs. 40 
]»er maund and people were dying like fleas. 

A hornet’s nest has been raised about my ears since I published these 
figures in the A mriUi Bazar Bafrika and the N ationalist . The Capital^ the 
organ of British mercantile interests in this country, has controverted that 
the cost of manufacturing nessian cannot be so low as Rs. 2 or Rs. 3. 
The President of the Indian Jute Mills Association in the annual general 
meeting of the Association on the 16th February clearly alluded to my 
statements in the Press and averred that the manufacturing costs amounted 
to Rs. 10-8. Now, there is some common ground between these two asser- 
tions and let me at first discuss that. The huge excess profits tax paid by 
the jute industry to the Central Exchequer represent the loss of the grower. 
Could not the Ministry fix the minimum price of jute at such a figure as 
to leave no margin for excess profits but only for standard profits? The 
Hon’ble Sir Jeremy Raisman, one of India’s ablest Finance Members, who 
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has already given proof of his regard for India's down-trodden millions, 
stated in the Central Assembly on the 20th March, 1943, that “if those 
who carried on the industry were content to trade upon a basis which left 
them nothin^r more than their standard profits, he would be quite happy. 
He would repeat that if that industry or any other industry would so 
organise itself as to sell its products at a price which would not yield 
profits higher than what they made in their si mdard period, he know how 
to base his budget on that basis. “ Words cannot be more unambiguous. 
In view of the fact that Bengal s poor millions have been passing througli 
starvation for the last two years, the Ministry (‘ould certainly be less 
liberal to the mill interests. As regards the cost of production, one fact to 
be remembered is that the General Managers of jute (‘ompanies received 
higher emoluments than the Viceroy. This is so’ onlv becaiuse the jute 
industry is practically the monopoly of the British. VVhen Indian-owned 
mills first started comj^etition which was bound to break tht inom^poly^ the 
first League Ministry by its Ordinance, dated the 10th September, 1938, 
stopped it by the application of the arm of law. In this city the same 
British Managing Agents who control jute mills also manage collieries but 
European general managers of these concerins get emoluments of Rs. 2 or 
3 thousands. If com])ctition, which according to Professor Marshall is 
another name for economic freedom, could be allowed to operate freely, 
the price of jute would go up and that of hessian came down assuring the 
golden fibre of Bengal a more extensive world market. Apart from the 
General Managers, managers live in palaces on the banks of the Hooghly 
and the wages of even European spinning masters inclusive of residence 
and other amenities an' more than those of our Subdivisional Officers. It 
is impossible for us to believe that the management of a jute mill is more 
arduous than Oie task of Lord Wavell in ruling this sub-continent. 
If tlu'se enter into the accounts, the cost of ])roduction cannot be less than 
what it is. This is a sim})le thing and as we Bengalees do not eat grass 
we can understand it. Government Cost Accountants are only too ready to 
jjass account.s when submitted by Clive Street. If Indian mills went on 
carrying their competition, the Britons would not leave theirs to us, but 
would nianage them on salaries of Coal Company Managers and Govern- 
ment Cost Accountants would then pass lh(»se wages bills with (‘(jual alacrity. 

In spite of Mr. Shahabuddin’s assurance nothing has been done for 
supplying leather at wholesale prices to Bengalee Miirhis. Nor has yarn 
been sn])plied to weavers at those rates yet. If Ihqmts could be started 
at Earashadanga, Santipur, Rajbalhat, Dacca and Tangail, tin* crux of the 
problem would he solved. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS May I takt* it that tln*re is no otiu*]* 
speaker? 

MTi AMULYADHONE ROY 5 No, Sir, there aic* sjieakers. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Mr. Deputy IVesident, Sir, 
although J was not prepared to sp(‘ak today, \et as there is no otlu‘r speaker 
I will just begin and finish on AVednesday next. Sir, the Budget of the 
year 194o-4(> as presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minist(‘r discloses 
a state of things which taken in conjunction with what w(^ find actually in 
the country is hardly imaginable, the Iloirble the Finance Minister* has 
characterised his Budget as a grand proce.ssion of figures, and he states that 
it is a measure of the impact of the A\ ar on Bengal. I am sorry to say, 
fhat this war condition has been taken advantage of by the present 
Mini.stry in order to get them out of the responsibility. But, as a matter 
of fact, if we take into consideration the real po.sition in the country, we 
would find that the war has nothing to do with the jugglery of figures 
which is discernible in the Budget. I think the shamele.ssness that is 
implicit m these words should have put the Hon’ble Minister on his 
guard. It is not a procession of figures but a procession of the Hon’ble 
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Minister followed by an innumerable number of job-hunters and contract- 
seekers. This is a procession the length of which is interminable and the 
Ministers are, at the expense of the impoverished, famine-stricken and 
disease-ridden masses, showering lienefits on the people who are promising 
to support them and who are keeping them in power. The Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has admitted in his Budget statement that Government have 
acicepted responsibility for all famine orphans and he states that there are 
state-managed orphanages in various parts of the province. This clearly 
indicates that the HonT)le Finance Minister and the present Ministry admit 
that Bengal was in the grip of famine in tlie year 1944. May I ask the 
Finance Minister as to why the i)resent Ministry did not declare Bengal 
as a famine area in proper time, so that steps might be taken by the Central 
(jiovernment and we could also have received help from places outside 
Bengal to relieve the distress of the famine-stricken people of the province. 

I would remind honourable members what the Civil Supplies Minister said 
in his speech on the floor of the House on the 19th July, 1943, when famine 
conditions reached the highest peak. 1 quote his own words “my friend 
Mr, Bankim Chandra Mukherjee insists that Bengal should be declared a 
famine area, as if by a mere declaration of Bengal as a famine area the 
problem would be solved and people would be saved from starvation. If 
by a mere declaiation of famine the problem is solved then I am ready to 
declar<^ it one hundred times. Unfortunately mere declarations will not 
do. We hav(‘ got to take certain steps to meet the situation. No kind of 
declaralion on paper, no flamboyani statement would do. My frimid has 
asked me to apply tlie Famine Code, but the circumstances of this distress 
are so peculiar that even application of the Famine Code will not do, but 
the principles underlying the Famine Code will help to solve the problem. “ 

1 am sorry the Hon’ble Minister did not appreciate the legal i)osition that 
was to follow the declaration of Bengal as a famine area. The Hon’ble 
(>ivil Su])plies Minister should have known what efl'ects follow on (joveni- 
ment declaring that a certain area is a famine area. It is not a (]uestiou 
of a flamboyani stat(uu(*nt, as the Minister said. Honourabh* menib(*rs aie 
aware that the press was gagged and ])rev(mted fiom publishing real news 
about the condition of tin* p(*oi)h‘ of Bengal about the deaths that were 
taking })lace, and about the famished people that were walking about the 
stre<‘ls of ('alcutta and other ])laces. The Ministi*\ ])U]'(‘hastMl huge quan- 
tities of foodstufl's by the aj)plication of the Defence oi India Buies and 
Ordinances, and seized stocks ni rice and ])addy l\ing in the godowns of 
private merchants but the\ were unable to make any etVective and rapid 
distribution of the foodstuff.s and were sim]>ly sitting tight over them aft(*r 
tlu\> were s(‘ized. Instances wluTe honourable membios of this House 
a])])roached the Civil Sujiplies ])epartment for release* ot some of these 
stocks for tlie distrt*ssed ]a*o}>le without eifect are not uncommon. 

I would remind honourable members what 1 said before in this 
conm*<‘tion. vSoon aft(*r the Burdwan flood in July, 1943, 1 went to 

Burdwan for organising* famine relief in the villages wliich had been 
washed away by tin* Damoelar flood. 1 ajijiroached several mercliants 
there dealing with rice and the rice-deal(‘is jiromised to siqiply me witli 
rice at Bs. Id per maund if I could get a release order from 
(Tovernment although the price ruled at that time was Bs. 30 per maund. 

1 approached the District Magistrate and some of the local members also 
approached the District Magistrate for the release of this stock. That 
was not done. 1 tlien approached the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies in this connection. He asked me to go to the Director of Civil 
Supjilies. 1 saw him and I had a discussion with him for about an hour. 
He told me tliat he was not yet ready with his method of equitable distri- 
bution of rice that was lying tinder Government control and therefore he 
could not release the stock. I told him: “People are dying — you have 
got stocks — next door people are dying in the streets — can’t you supply 
even a fKirtion of tlie stock you hold, seized and stocked by you, to relieve 
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these people so that their lives miprht he saved”? Then I had a discussion 
with him for another 15 minutes whereupon he said that he was groin^ to 
write for release of some of the stocks. But subsequently on enquiry 
from the District Magnstrate it was found that nothing* had been 
done. 1 had to get rice at Es. .‘Jo and Es. 40 a maund for tlie 
purpose of organising relief work in the villages which had been completely 
washed away and the villagers had to be kept a poa and a half of cliira 
and salt for several days. What do we find alterwards? We find after one 
year that the equitable distribution system which was being framed by the 
Civil Supplies Department had not materialised and tons and tons of food- 
stuffs were allowed to rot in the (iovernment gotlowns with the result that 
foodstuffs worth crores of rupees were thrown in the streets and destroyed. 
In the district of Birbhuin, .several thousands of inauiuls of foodstuffs were 
thrown in the tanks — foodstuffs unfit for human (‘onsuin[)tion. The fishes 
in those tanks where these rotten foodstuffs were thrown died and were 
found floating next morning. I may give you another instance. We know 
that the Berliainpore ^lunicipality wanted to analyse tlie nffn stocked there 
in Government godown and seize it under the provisions of the Bengal 
Municipal Act in order to destroy the stuff. There w\as a tug-of-war between 
the Civil Supplies Department and the Berhampore Municipality. And 
wdiat did Government do? Government took the help of the l)efein‘e of 
India Act— not for the defence of India from Japanese aggression, not for 
any enemy’s w'ork but for defence against tlu‘ Berhampore* Municipalif v 
for disclosure of the fact that in the Government godowm at Murshidalnid 
sev(‘ral thousand maiinds of affd w'cre allowt‘d to rot and W't‘re r(*nd(*red unlit 
for human oonsum])tion . (iovernment would not allow this dise'losun*. An 
adjournment motion was moved by me in this House and it was replied to 
by the Civil Su])pli(‘s Ministe*!*. T am not going to n‘fer to that again, but 
afterwards we found that this atfa wdiich possibly the Civil Supplie.s 
Minister wuintt'd to sell to the* public w’as disposed of to a local mere'hani 
there and an undertaking was taken from him that the afia w’ould not be 
allow’cd to be sold to the public for human consumption. It was destroyed 
and he was allowed to sell that nita as manure. Now*, may 1 ask the 
honourable meinbers to emjuire from the Civil Su])plies Minister or from 
the Finance Minister if the> had an\ knowledge at what price this atta 
was sold. I am infoi*nn*d that not l(‘ss than 11,(100 maunds of aUa w’hich 
cost about Es. l(i a maund oi' Es. !,<(», 000, was sold 11 annas a maund 
to that merchant. 

We do not know’ how many people died of starvation. Wt* do not think 
we would ev(*r know tin* t-xact figures in this respe(*t. We all know' what 
hapj)(*ned in tlie Botanical Gardens where tons and tons of foodstuffs w'eii^ 
found rotten and ])eo])le could not pass bv the side of tlie place wlu're this 
atta W’as storeil. Subsecjuently, when thcTc* was hug<‘ row ovei- this matt(*r, 
Government threw them away somewhere near tin* Howrah M unicipal it v. 
Sfiine honourable member says near the Hon'ble Mr. Pain’s Ganlen. Biit 
I do not think that Mr, P\ne allowed his gaiden to lie a flum])ing ground 
for this Will the Finance Minister let us know the loss thus 

sustained? If a proper account is taken, I think it would be* nmre tliari one 
crore of rupees and I w’ill not ]>e sur])rised if it is more* than Es. 2 crores. 
This portion of the deficit in the Ifudget is discernible. 

Sir, from the Budget honourable members w’ould find that crores and 
crores of rupees have been spent on the famine-stricken people but look at 
the condition of the masses at large. 1 am not including those fortunate 
few w’ho are now' in the good books of the present Ministry. Ifut most of 
the foodstuffs did not reach the people. The Ministry has not been able to 
check the black-marketeers and the afler-effects of the famine. Sir, the 
after-effects of the f(K)d supplied by Government to tin* people is noficeable 
now; they have w’e*akened the condition of the peoph* and fhaf is why 
various diseases are prevailing in Bengal now’. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister states that there has been considerable expansion during the 
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current year of medical facilities for sufferers from the after-effects 
of famine. He acknowledges that there is widespread disease prevail- 
ing after the famine of 1943. The Finance Minister says that a 
number of emergency hospitals have been started, namely, G2 hospitals 
with 100, 92 with 50, and 44 with 21 beds. These hospitals have now 
been opened in different parts of the province for the treatment of sick 
destitutes. This makes the total of Rs. 21,000 for a population of 7 
millions, half of whom are now suffering from the effects of famine and 
are unable to get suitable medical treatment. The famine-stricken people 
have become so much weakened that wherever epidemics of chol^a and 
small-pox are breaking out jieople have no power to resist these diseases, 
and the result is that the spread of epidemics could not be controlled. 

On the loth March, 1943, we find one honourable gentleman making 
the following reference to the previous Ministry. 1 am quoting his 
own words: “Last session 1 gave innumerable instances of favouritism 
and corruption on the part of the Ministry in dealing with the 

food problem. The favouritism is still ruling.” This was on the 10th of 

March, 1943. 1 would request the honourable members to remember the 

date. “Favouritism is still ruling, and profiteering is still flourishing 
and black-markets are still being patronised and famine conditions are still 
prevalent in rural areas. 1 have just come from a tour of Noakhali district 
where ])addy is selling at Rs. 10 per niaund and ri(*e at Rs. 15.” Now, 
may I request the honour members to guess as to who (*ould have made 

such a statement on the 10th of March, 1943 ? 1 would pause for an answer 

as to who could have made this statement on the lOtli of March, 1943, 
from the Opposition Benches? As 1 have not got any answer, 1 will say 
that it is the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy who made this statement on the 
floor of the Lower House. Now, Sir, such a statement was made by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhiawardy when he was in the Opposition. But what about 
Jiis own Ministry. What about the pri(‘es in (.alcutta and greater Calcutta 
where about 40 lakhs of people are being supplied with rice at Rs. IG per 
maund. Up till the present moment there is no sign or hope that the 
prices of rice will be reduced so far as the people of ('alcutta are concerned. 
Some time ago, Sir, in the Nationalist I made a statement to the effect 
that we hav(* got definite information that Messrs. Ispahan! and Co. was 
pundiasing rice at Rs. 8 per maund in the eastern region. I wanted the 
(lovcrnment to contradict my statement, and T wanted to know whether 
the rice that was being purchased by Messrs. Ispahani and Co. at Rs. 8 per 
maund in the eastern region was going to be supplied to Calcutta and 
greater Calcutta at Rs. IG per maund, and we wanted further to know who 
was going to get the ])rofit of Rs. 8 per maund — of course some amount of 
cost have to be deducted from it. But we did not get any reply, nor did 
any contradiction ajipear from the Press. 

Let me now turn to the position of cloth. AVe have heard something 
in respect of the cloth position from my honourable friend Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Diitta just now. There was a discussion with regard to the cloth situation 
yesterday in the Lower House. 1 am not going to refer to it. I am 
going to refer to what has happened actually in this House. AA"e wanted 
to dis(’uss the cloth situation by means of an adjournment motion on the 
floor of this House. But the Iloirble Mr. Suhrawardy stated that it is the 
sole concern of the Central Government, and that the Government of Bengal 
has nothing to do with it. At this statement of the HoiTble Minister the 
Chair ruled the adjournment motion out of order. He did not like the 
adjournment motion to be discussed. A week or two later, Mr. A^ellodi, 
the Textile Commissioner under the Government of India, came to Bengal 
and issued a statement after going to the various centres where cloth w^as 
being dealt with. He made a statement that the Central Government had 
nothing to do with the distribution of cloth ; that was the sole concern of 
the Government of Bengal. So far as the Central Government was 
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conc^ed, the duty of the centre was merely to supply cloths to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal and the dii^tribution rested with the Government of Bengal, 
and the Central Government had nothing to do with it. Now, Sir, we 
have heard from the Civil Supplies Minister over and over again that 
the Central Government has not given us suflicieut quota of cloth, which 
Bengal is entitled to get; only 10 yards of cloth per head of population of 
Bengal has been supplied by the Central Government. Ten yards per head 
work out at two pieces of cloth if we calculate at ten hands for each cloth ; 
ordinarily at the present moment cloths of 9 hands by 44 inches are being 
supplied but even if we take it at 10 hands, we get two pieces of cloth for 
the 60 million inhabitants of Bengal; if two pieces of cloth each for the 60 
million souls of Bengal have been supplied by the Central Government to 
the Government of Bengal, we want to know whether the Bengal Govern- 
ment have been able to make an equitable distribution of them, 
whether the Bengal Government has been able to supply each individual 
with two pieces of cloth at least. I think then the people of Bengal would 
be quite satisfied if they got two pieces of cloth which was supplied bv the 
Central Government to the Bengal Government. We have just now heard 
from our esteemed friend Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta that a very respectable 
gentleman of the district of Tippera approacluMl him ahd said lhai 
10,000 men ami women were ready to go to the District Magistrate 
stark naked, because they did not get even one cloth during the 
whole of the year. That is the position and we want an explanation 
of this. W^e want to know from the (’ivil Supplies Minister where 
are the two pieces of clotli which were supplied for each individual 
of Bengars population, where have they gone? Have they gone to the 
black-market? We have heard that <*loth is being sold by people who are 
dealing in shoes, and absolutely know nothing of cloths at all. What 
about these bold assertions? Can they be contradicted by the Govern- 
ment? We want to know why Bengal Government have failed to supply 
two pieces of cloth for each individual which the Central Government gave. 
If they have failed, if they have not been able to supply the two pieces of 
cloth to each individual of Bengal’s poi)ulatioii as granted by the (/entral 
(lovernment, this Government is to he blamed and they ought to go out of 
office as they have not bet*n able to manage the thing properly. 

Now, Sir, this is the position as tar as cloth is cont'erned. Now what 
js the position so far as distribution ot cloth is concerned we want to know. 
We want a clear statement either from the Hon’hle Finance Minister or 
the Civil Supplies Minister, whoever is responsible for this, to make a clear 
statement us to the position. What is the total quantity of cloth that has 
been received flom the (Central Government by the Bengal Government and 
why is it that they could not supply the cloths to each individual of 
Bengal’s population at the rate of two pieces per head? 1 hope the Finance 
Minister would take a note of this, t think I may stop now because the 
time is up for adjournment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Y on want to continue on tlie next day? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Yes, Sir, 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, out of Reference to the wishes of the members of the House we have 
decided that 27th Februfiry shall remain as a holiday on account of Fateha 
ffWttz-daharn, Budget discussion would continue from 28th and at the end 
of Budget discussion supplementary' estimates would be presented. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before I adjourn the House I may remind 
the honourable members that some Bills passed by the other House had 
been introduced here a few days ago and in respect of one Bill the report 
of the Select Committee has been presented to this House. Up till now no 
notice of amendment has been received from any honourable members. 
11 
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The detes for the receipt of the notice of amendment were provisionally 
fixed as follows: In the case of Bills introduced in the Council, February 
23. In the case of Bills coming from the Assembly, February 26. 

But in view of the fact that these Bills are of a non-controversial 
nature, I have instructed the office to receive notices of amendment up to 
11 a.m. on 28th February, in respect of all Bills other than the Bengal 
Destitutes Persons Repatriation Bill, for which notice of amendment will 
be received up to Ist March. Honourable members will please take a note 
of it. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, can’t you make it 29th FebruaryV 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is no 29th February. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERill: Sir, before you adjourn the 
House may I request you to change the time from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 understand that some of the Bills would 
be taken up next day. I would therefore request you to send notices as 
early as possible. However, I shall not be very strict in the matter and it 
necessary 1 shall be prepared to accept short-notice amendments on the 
floor of the House. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-dU p.m. on Wednesday, the 28th 
' February, 1945. 

Following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
February, 1945: — 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S45— No. 7. 


The Council met in the Lefjfislative Chamber of the Tie^yislaiive Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 28th February, 1945, at 1-80 p.m., being 
the seventh day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section G2(^)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Audul H.vmid Ciiowdiiuky, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 

Point of Information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. If 
my memory serves me right, I tlnnk last year we had Budget dis- 
cussion at first for 3 days and then there was anotlier day in order to enable 
all the members to take part in the general discussion of the Budg(‘(. This 
year we find that only *1 da>s liave been allotted for the discussion. May 
we jioj)e tliat anotlu'r (la\ inav be givmi in vi(‘w of last year’s preianlenty 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will the IBm’ble the Leader of the 
House jileaso eiilightcui Us on the subject h* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, J am not awaie that there were 4 da\s' disiuission of the Budget. As 
far as 1 r<*menibt*r, 1 think originally wt‘ had 2 davs; then there w'as 
an extension of one <lay, and I think this has h(‘en the practice for 
the last few \ears. However, Sir, the Secretariat vvouhl b(‘ in a position 
to give us ihe exaci figure. Il vve r(*ally had 4 days' di,s(‘ussiori, then we 
will have to move His Excellency for another extra day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the questions. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, the Hon ’hie Sir Xazim- 
uddiu, in whose name the first question stands, is not here today. He will 
be present tomorrow, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This question may be held over. 

Scarcity of milk at Jalpaiguri. 

48. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : (u) Will the Ho^’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department ho pleased to state 
if he is aware of the acute distress in the mufassal .towns, particularly 
at Jalpaiguri, due to the scarcity of milk and that whatever milk is available 
is highly adulterated? 

(b) If so, do the Government pjojinse to start a dairy farm at Jalimiguri 
and other district headijuaiters at an early date with a view to supplying 
*>ure and sufficient milk in those towns? 

(c) Is it a fact that a dairy expert has been brought from Australia? If 
10 , do the Government propose to utilise his services for the early C'stablish- 
uent of daii^t' farms in the mufassal ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
-lon’bte Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Government 
ire aware that .the milk supply position in Jalpaiguri and other district 
12 
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towns is acute and the supply itself is not pure. In Jalpaiguri, however, 
thanks to the efi'orts of the local executive, cases of adulteration are report- 
ed to have decreased from oO per cent, to lo j)er cent. 

(/;) Government have already decided to establish a Central Breeding 
Farm near Kanchrai>ara. After some ]>rogress has been made with it, the 
question of starting smaller fanns in district headquarters will be considered. 

(c) The services of a Dairy Expert have been secured for one year from 
New Zealand. He is now engaged in working out the details of 4he central 
scheme and is simultaneously carrying out a siirve^^ to ascertain the exact 
milk supply position of the Calcutta area with a view to suggesting remedial 
measures. 

Mfi KADER BAKSHs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the price of milk in Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

I think it is better known to the honourable member who has asked the 
question. 

MTi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR! Will the Hforble Minister be pleased 
to give us an outline of the details tliat are being worked out in the Secre- 
tariat by this Expert, so that the public nia> have an opportunity to come 
forward witli their suggestions in this connection ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

1 think in an official communi(|ue it was given out, 1 mean, the main 
outline of the Kancbrapara Scheme. It is intended that there 
should be a Breeding Kesearch Farm along with which there should be a 
Dairy Farm and a Fodder Farm and a grass land and also an attempt "will 

be made so that the dry animals of Calcutta city may be kept there as far 

as psosild(‘. Kxpc'riment in im])rov(‘d breeding will be carried on, and if 
this ])roves successful it will be ])ossible to im])rove the cattle population 
of the wh(de of Hengal iu one-tenth of the ]>ei'iod that is necessary in 

ru’dinarN natural ])rocess. (riu'se aie the main outlines, and tlu‘ dairy that 

will be attached to that will\sup]>ly milk to Calcutta and also milk products. 
There will be a sjiecialist also to manufactun* milk products such as dry 
milk, butter, and so on. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
pleast‘ state, with refertmce to his answer u), wlit'ther lie w'ould consider 
the desirability of subsidising private companies wdiich take the help of the 
Dair\ Exi)ert and start a (Company on the lines suggested by the Hon’ble 
Minister himself? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Every hel]) will be given ’to private individuals starting dairies; but 
regarding financial help, it wull have to be t‘xamined and we cannot go 
beyond our financial ability. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this farm at Kanchrapara is likely to be started? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Just a proposal for acquiring land has been made and the first estimate 
of the projmsal has come; but as we are going to acquire the land under the 
Defence of India Rules, it will not take much time. Some difficulties also 
have arisen as regards the price of the land. The original estimate which 
was submitted was Rs.oO per bigha; but now’ it is found that Rs.150 is the 
cost of the land per bigha, so the cost that has been sanctioned by the 
Finance Department 'will have !to be trebled, and we will have to the 
Finance Department again and see what the reaction of the Finance Depart- 
ment will be. It may be that we will have to put up a more modest 
scheme than Ihe one we have originally contemplated. 
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Mfa RANOJIT PAL CHOWDHURYr Will the Hoirble Minister 
please state whether tlie Expert will examine both the cows and the 
buffaloes ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, he will examine both, but mostly the cows. 

Mft HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs With refeience to (c), namely, that 
the services of a dairy expert have been secured for one year, will the 
Hon'ble Minister please state if this period is goin^^^ to be extended or 
will the scheme be a paper scheme only, before he leaves the sh(»r(\s of 
India? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I think if the scheme materialises we shall have to ke(‘p him and ask for 
his retention here. And it may very well be that we shall have to extend 
his period of retention by one year more. 


Amendment of the Bengal Mining 8ettlements Act, 1912. 

49. Rai 8ahib JOGENDRA NATH RAYs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
}k‘ pleased to state when he i>ro])oses to take u]> the amendment of the Bengal 
Mining Settlements Act, 19P2? 

{()) Is it a fact that this amendment is |K*nding since 1927? If so, why 
has it not yet In'en amended in spite of re|)eate(l questions in the Gouncil 
since 1941? 

(r) Have the Government received any suggestion on this amendment 
from any Medical Association and the Indian Mining Federation? Jf so, 
what action do the Government pro}K)se to take in the matter? 

(J) Have the Government received any snggeslion to convert the 
A^ansol Mines Board ot Health into an Industrial Health Board and to 
mqu)se taxes on other industiies in the Asansrd Mining Settlement? If so, 
Iron] whom and wlmt steps do the (io\ernment propose to take in tliis matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and L0CAL.8ELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): {a) (Iwing to urgent m'cd of armmding (‘(otain otluT 
hills of ])rovinciul imjrortaiice, 1 regret, I cannot name any definitt* date. 

(h) A Bill, namely, the Bengal Mining Settlements Bill, 1927, to amend 
£»nd consolidate the law’ relating to the control and sanitation of Mining 
Settlements in Bengal was intr-odiiced in the Legislative (V)uricil in 1927 
hut could not Ire proceeded with for tin* tollow’ing reasons: — 

(1) Indian Mining Federation [>ro]K)sed ])osf |K)nement of consideration 

of the Bill iKuiding report of a ( ominittee ai>iH>inted hy the Bihar 
Government to examine certain (]ueslions relating to the coal 
industry. 

(2) It was considered desirahh* to ke<*p the Bill in alreyance pending 

the re]>ort of the Royal Commission on liahonr. 

(d) The Bill lajised with the dissolution of the Oniiicil in 1929. Since 
1941 more urgent problems cminect^'d w’itli the war have made 
it imjrossible to proceed w’ith the matter further. 

tc) Yes. The suggestion.s will be duly considered when further amend- 
>ient of the Act will be taken up. 

id) Yes. Such .suggestions have l>een received from the Indian Mining 
ederation, Indian Mining A.ssociation, Indian Mine Managers’ AsHO(*iation 
tnd others. The suggestion.s will be duly considered when further amend- 
trent of the Act will Ire taken up. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. I will now take up the adjournment 
motion standing in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, which runs 
follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the a(;tion of the Government of 
Bengal, namely, the lending of 0,000 nids. of mustard oil to the Govern- 
ment ()f Assam at a time when Bengal herself is passing through an acute 
scarcity of mustard oil, causing black market for adulterated and rotten 
stuff selling as mustard oil at an exorbitant price and undermining the 
health of poor Bengalees whose only “faC’ diet is mustard oil. 

May I emquire if the honourable member has the leave of the House 
to move his motion? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As o])jection has been raised, 1 would 
request those members who are in favour of the motion to rise in their 
places. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Before this is done, 1 vv'f)ul(l like to sa\ 
a f(‘w words in (‘Xplanation of my motion. In tlu‘ llindusihan Standard 
of the ‘J7th February, ll)4b 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. Do you press your motion. 
Mr. Mazumdar? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 am not exactly pi'essing mv motion, 
but I am ex])laining wh> i have brought it forward. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: At this stage vou cannot niakt* a speech 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am not making a s])eech, but 1 merel\ 
want to say that if Government come forward with a statement explaining 
the situation 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have come to the stage when I would 
like to know whether you have got the leave of the House, and so I cannot 
allow you to make any statement, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 shouhl like to withdraw tht 
motion ])rovided Government come up with a statement. It i.s in the best 
interest of the Government of Bengal that they should make a statement 
without taking shelter under the technicalities of our rules. It is a verv 
important matter 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: ()n a })oint of order, Sir 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: If Government come up with a state- 
ment, 1 sliall be glad to co-operate 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: May I point out. Sir, that there 
is no question of taking shelter under technical diliiculties from the Govern* 
ment side. Tlie point is that the honourable member has not got the 
requisite support from tlie House to move his motion 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am agreeable to table a short- 
notice question provided the Hon'ble Minister in charge gives his consent; 
I would request you to ask the (government to consider the matter. Thi? 
is a very urgent matter. They are shuting out discussion on these things 
for temporary advantage. But it is already in the papers that 5,000 maund§ 
of mustard oil went out of the province when the province itself 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. If you wanted to put ‘'i 
sliort-notice question, why did you not say that before? But now that yo« 
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have tabled your adjournment motion. I want to know if you have pot leave 
of the House to move it. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: In that case. Sir, I do not press the 
motion provided 

Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is no st ion of “provided”, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: So, Sir, they are not going to make a 
statement. ‘ You are the custodian of the rights and privileges of this 
House and I think you cau ask them whether they are going to make a 
statement. . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: lUit when you took uj) the motion, you 
ought to have said tliat. At this stage you cannot raise that question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am not pressing the motion. ]tut I 
submit that consent may be given to this short-notice (luestion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then I take it that the honourable 
member lias not tlie leave of the House to move this motion. 

Statement of action taken on Resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, in aceordanct' with the 
provision of sub-rule {'J) of Itule Jlo (it the Ilengal begislative Council 
Ihocedure Itules, I have the honour to place ifir the information of the 
Council the following statement regarding action taken by tlu* (government 
on the resolution relating to development ot textile industry in Hengal as 
a home industry that was passed by the Council on the IHh July, ]!)4d: — 

The resolution envisaged provision of Hs.bl) lakhs for (1) establishing 
demonstration centres in every union, (2) supplying spinning wheels ana 
weaving machines on hire jmrchase system and (d) supplying cxilton at 
concession rates. The objective behind the resolution is no doubt 
commendable and in fact, the Industries Department siiiee its ereation in 
1920, lias taken efi'ective steps in popularising the handloom w'eaving 
industry amongst the weavers as a wdiole-iime (X'cupatioii as also amongst 
the agriculturists as a part-time occupation and for this purjiose the depart- 
ment maintains, besides the Central Textile Institute at Serampon*, 0 dis- 
trict weaving schools, 29 peripatetic w'eaving schools and 8 dcunonst ration 
parties — and their number is added according to r(*(iuirpments, which are 
exclusively engaged in jiropagating tiH‘ improved methods of weaving and 
in supplying w^eaving machines to tliose wdio require thiun. Hesides, grants- 
in-ai(l are given to non-Government institutions wdiich are working to this 
end. The Bengal State-Aid to Industries Act, 19dl, also provides faciliti^ 
for inter alia, the supply of machinery on the hire-purchase system and it 
is open to a bona fide industrialist to take due advantage thereof. As 
regards spinning, the ])irector of Industries, Bengal, submitted, so far hack 
as the year 1940, a sclieme for the estahlishiiMMit of a s])inning mill in 
Bengal with the object of supplying yarn to tin* liamlloom w'eavers of the 
province. Apart from other ancillary difliculties due, inter aha, to the 
non-availahility of plants and accessories required for the mill during the 
present emergency, it was found that it the province was to he self- 
supporting in the matter ot supply of yarn of different counts as recjuired 
by the handloom w’eavers, it w’ould he neces.sary to estaldish mon* mills than 
one and as such the scheme was not proceeded with further, on the exjiert 
advice of the Industrial Survey Committee, who were consulted in the 
niatter. With a view*, however, to resuscitating the handloom industrj' of 
the province a comprehensive scheme for its reorganisation is now under 
^he active consideration of Government. The scheme, although restricted 
at the present moment to professional w^eavers only in a number of districts, 
inter alia, envisages the establishment of a number of depots whose main 
functions will be to distribute yam and other raw materials to weavers and 
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to market their finished products and if it eventually materialises, it wil] 
go a great way towards the improvement of the economic conditions of the 
agriculturists, which is the main objective in view. 

I may just add one word more and that is that the department is alreadv 
taking all possible steps for the establishment of spinning mills. 

Committee of Privileges. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Seven valid ’nomination 

f apers have been received frir the seven seals in the Committee of Privileges 
accordingly, declare under Standing Order 19(2) (zr), the following: 
members as duly elected to the Committee of Privileges for the current 
financial year with the Deputy President as Chairman: — 

(1) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(2) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(3) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra verti, 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(()) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(7) Mrs. K. D’ Rozario. 

Now, as regards the point raised by Mr. Lalit Cliandra Das for discussinf^ 
the Budget on the fourth da> , 1 may inform the Ffouse generally and the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House particularly that on the last occasion we 
had four days’ discussion of the Budget. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

In that case we will have to approach His Excellency for another day but 
not tomorrow. (Mr. Lalit Ciiandka D.-^s: Why not send a telephone to 
His Excellency.) That is not possible. We have other things fixed for 
tomorrow. We may allot Monday next for this purpose. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: It the Government is agreeable to the 
extension proposed by Mr. Das, then they ought to decide here and now. 
The Budget discussion should be continuing and cannot be interrupted by 
taking any other business in the midst of it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The Hon ble the Leadei 
of the House might take the consent of His Excellency before we adjourn 
for the day. IL* need not .say it now. 

General Discussion of Budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Now, the House will resume the general 
discussion of the budget. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdI: Mr. Deputy President, Sir. 
I was dealing with the question of cloth the other day, and 1 will continue 
by reading a statement by Mr. Vellodi, the Textile Commissioner on this 
point which was matle some time in October in 1944. “My own enquiry 
shows that tlu*re are sufficient stocks of cloth in the Calcutta market to 
provide a reasonable if not wholly ade(juate quantity of cloth to all in the 
province." I request the honourable members to note the words “all in the 
province" which means the entire population in the province. “I am also 
convinct‘d that this available quantity is not reaching the consumers at 
controlled rates mainly due to the activities of certain unsocial elements 
in the trade." Now, Sir, this statement was issued some time in October, 
and the Hon’ble the Civil Supplies Minister had a Press Conference on the 
7th October, 1944, and he made a statement soon after Mr. Vellodi's state- 
ment appeared in the papers, and we were assured that we were going to 
get an equitable supply of cloth throughout the province, and that every 
one was going to get at least one piece of cloth before the Pujas. That 
was the position, Sir. The Textile Department was working. I will give 
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only one instance. On the *22iul November, 1944, a letter ^oes out from 
the Civil Supplies Minister to the Textile Oflieer. Mr. .Tones, to the effect 
that one member of the Lower House should be supplied with 50 bales of 
cloth, each bale containing* about 100 to 150 paitH, and in this way about 
7,000 pairs of cloth which would have been s^ir^plied to 14,000 peojile were 
given to one man. I am not going to nanu tlie honourable member. If 
necessary, 1 will disclose the name later on. Now, Sir, that is how the 
Textile Department is being worked, and that is how one piece or two 
piece.s of cloth wliich were assigned by the Textile Commissioner for 
each individual in this province are being sent undergrouml. I may men- 
tion, Sir, that black market price is tliree times the controlled price, and 
the })rofit per pair would be in the region of Rs.lO to Rs.l4 per ])air, and 
the honourable members may ascertain if the cloth that is nbt{une<l by the 
Civil Supplies Department from tlie (Vntral (government is being equitably 
distributed. Sir, it is not necessary to say more. 

With regard to the question »>f wheat, 1 would recpiest the HonTde 
Members to consider the statement of the Hon’ble Minister of Supply on 
the floor of the House where he admitted that the (lovernment was making 
a profit in the distribution of wheat to the consumers. His only plea was 
that when rice was selling at IN.dO per inaund there was n(' point in selling 
wheat at a much reduced rate and he assured that the profit which was being 
made by Government in the sale of wheat would go to stabilize the price 
of the foodstuff's in the country. When we got, however, the budget of 

1944- 45 we found that there was no profit in the wheat deal by the (Govern- 

ment of Bengal. Tiie capital expenditure flnanctal from ordinary a(‘count 
in the grain purchase by Government of Bengal was 5 crores hi) lakhs of 
rupees as estimated in the budget of 1944-45. 1 refer to page 45‘.2 of the 

Blue Book that has been supplied to us — I do not know, Sir, if I should go 
on wdien the Finance Minister is having a chat with the HonouraMe Agri- 
culture Minister and not listening to the figures that 1 am (juoting. In 
the budget estimate of the present year we find the capital expenditure 
comes to about 14 cnu’es which is an increase of about 10 (uores. The 
purchase and distribution of standard cloth as estimated for 1944-45 amounted 
to Id crores and 87 lakhs and the revi.sed estimate for 1944-45 comes down to 
4 crores and 59 lakhs That shows that Government did not press on the 
Central (lOvernment to send out its full quota, and the budget estimate for 

1945- 40 is 4 crores and 45 lakhs. The Bengal Government received standard 
cloth in 1944-45 of the value of 5 crores and 72 lakhs. Receipts and recoveries 
of capital accounts which are stated to amount to 4 (‘rores and 50 lakhs mean 
a loss of nearly one crore, dl lakhs and 70 thousand. I hope tlie Honourable 
Minister will try to exj)lain how there could be any loss in the cloth deal by the 
Government of Bengal, for it is not a thing which gets rotten *in course of 
time. It may be rats were made to work on food grains and they destroyed 
a great part of them but we do not know what human rats made aw^ay with 
cloth w’orth 1 (*rore and dO lakhs. In the present budget the cost price is 
estimated as Rs.4 crores 45 lakhs and the rec'overy is also the same. So far 
us the past ye^ar is concerned, no loss was showm in receipts. As a matter 
of fact when w^e come to the next year w’e w'ill find that rats are again work- 
ing and there w^a.s a loss. 

In other miscellaneous schemes again we find that in the revised estimates 
of 1944-45 the Government discloses a loss of one crore and 8 lakhs. So far 
as construction of boats is <-oncerned we find in the revised estimate of 
1944-45 a provision of 2 crores d7 lakhs and 45 thousand and in the budget 
estimates of 1945-4(>, 5 crores 4tS lakh.*^ 81 thousand, that is, naniely, about 
8 crores in two years. In this connection I would like to state to the 
Honourable Members that the scheme of comsf ruction of boats by the Bengal 
Government is as follow’s: — 

For each boat capable of carrying 1,000 maunds the Government price 
is fixed at Rs. 0,850. This works out at. Rs.6-13-Gpies per maund of carry- 
ing capacity but the boats that have been supplied do not carry even 600 



114 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[28th Feb., 


maunds and are of yery inferior quality. I may state that a very reputed 
firm — I refrain from disclosing its name — offered a tender for supplying 
boats at the rate of R8.6-12 per maunds of carrying capacity so that the 
prices would be actually in accordance with the carrying capacity of the 
boats. The tender was not accepted. As a matter of fact, these boats could 
be constructed at a much cheaper rate than R8.6-12 per maund of carrying 
capacity, and I have been informed to this effect. I do not know why the 
people of Bengal should be burdened with this heavy sum of 5 crores 48 lakhs 
and 81 thousand when there is a deficit of 14 crores by giving encourage- 
ment to a scheme in this way and not by giving loans to people who are 
actually in the boat trade. This heavy sum of f) crores 48 lakhs 81 thousand 
rupeies as provided in the current year’s budget whereas those boats could 
be procured by giving loans to people who are really in the boat trade. I 
would warn honourable members that this huge sum of 5 crores and 48 
lakhs worth of boats will be found to be worse than useless after a period 
of time. In the scheme for purchasing fo<Kl grains other than wheat a 
provision has been made for the capital expenditure of 4 crores and 50 
lakhs. The revised estimate of 1944-45 discloses in the grain purchasing 
scheme capital ex])enditure financecl from ordinary revenues 9 crores 19 
lakhs of rupees, this is for the purchase of food grains other than wheat. 
In the purchase of wdieat and wheat products, we find a loss of about 
4 crores 45 lakhs and a provision of caiutal expenditure financed from 
ordinary revenues to the tune of 4 lakhs and 20 lakhs at page 4(i(i of the 
of the Blue Book. In the scheme for supply of salt in the revised estimate 
of 1944-45 w^e find a loss of 02 lakhs of rupees. In the sup})ly of sugar 
again we find a loss of 40 lakhs of rupees. 1 do iiot understand why there 
should be any loss in the sugar deal because sugar is a commodity wdiich 
ought to have been sold without any loss. The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
states ‘‘the organisation of famine relief and the control of epidemics present- 
ed problems of exceptional difficulty and taxed to the utmost t(> the resources 
of the Government. The task of setting up an efficient civilian organisation 
afforded a difficult problem for the Government, when you have got to rule 
with the help of favourites, profiteers and black-marketeers”. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister admits that the work of repairing the terrible damage 
caused by the famine w’as steadfastly pursued and the victims of destitution 
and sickness are no longer adrift but have been provided with food and 
shelter and medical relief. If the Hon’ble Finance Minister wdll admit 
that this is only a paper declaration and nothing also, I would have no 
quarrel with him but 1 would request the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
make a tour through the villages leaving out the district towns and sub- 
divisional itowms and he wdll find that the problem has not been solved at all. 

So far as food production scheme of the Government is concerned in 
jlhe Departnient of Agriculture and Fisheries the same thing is noticeable. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture has 
admitted that he could not supply i)roper seeds and seeds that wore really 
supplied were not of good quality. The Hon’ble Minister states “it had 
been increasingly borne on me during the last two years that personnel 
even more than finance is our real bottle-neck and steps were being taken 
to increase the higher and lower agriculture services by some 300 additional 
officers from demonstrators upward”. 

Sir, there are 5,000 unions within the province and we have got to deal 
with about 5 lakhs of villages. If the villagci.s are allowed to carry on 
cultivation according to their ovvn scheTiie and if they obtain a supply of 
suitable seeds for growing not as a loan the price to be recovered after- 
wards they do not require the help of demonstrators or officers with highly 
paid staff for grow ing food. What is w anted are suitable seeds * and 
enough manure and hydro-electric schemes or irrigation projects for 
irrigation purposes. I can assure the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the 
members of this House that the provisions of 2 crores and 10 lakhs of^rupees 
in the agricultural and fisheries for, the years 1945-46 and 2 crores 25 lakhs 
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for 1944-45 .n total amount of 4 crores :{5 lakhs rupees could be well spent 
in proyidmg facilities for the supply of seeds and in starting factories 
immediately for the supply of manures. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister in completins; fho picture and in disclos- 
ing debt position states as follows: — 

All our borrowings up till now have been either for the purpose of 
coverinp revenue deficit and providing the requisite working balance at the 
close of the year or for financing the large scale trading operations under- 
taken by Government in the Department of t'ivil Supplies. Hcngal has not 
been able so far to float any loans for productive purposes that is to sav 
for the financing of scheme and development such as large-scale irrigation 
projects or hv(bo-electric .sclienies which create additional wealtli for the 
State. Our debts so far have been unproductive debts wit’, the possible 
exception of 2 crores or so spent on the furtherance of the Grow More Food 
Lampaign. A part of the debt is covered by stocks held by the Department 
of Civil Supplies bui the rest is not covered by anv tangible asstds.” Sir 
with regard ;to the assertion of the Hon’ble tlie Finance Minister that the 
2 crores of rupees has been on the furtherance of the (irow More Food 

Campaign is productive debts. I may state some facts wliicli would 
astonish the honourable members of this House. Sir, tin* (iovernment of 
Bengal supplied seed paddy to the famine-stricken ])eople and the <*vcJone 
affected ])eople (>f Midnapore in the year llMd. 1 am informed that majority 
of the .seeds did not germinate and what little germinated the crops* were 
washed away by the flood. The method of rt^alisation of this debt is still 
more peculiar. For every maund of ])addy the Government of Ihuigal is 
charging a surcharge of 2o per cent, and is realising om‘ maund and ten 
seers of paddy. The rate at which is calculated at Hs.lO i)er maund and 
to this again interest is added for the last 2 years thus realising in the first 
instance the 2o jier (‘ent. lump sum and then again inti'rest this is com- 
pound interest at an usurious rate and I hope the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department will consider wdietlier this is fair to the people 
of Midnapore. The price of paddy at the present year at Midnapore is in 
the neighbourhood of Rs.ti per maund and therefon* tor each maund of paddy 
supplied by the Government of Bengal, they would havt* to sidl aliout 8 
maunds of paddy to pay the debt. T hope the Hon’ble Minister will (insider 
this and will realise only one maund 10 seers of paddy in kind and relieve 
the cultivators from the burden of this debt from w'hich they derived no 
advantage. Having done with this. Sir, the position so far as tin* Grow 
More Food (’ampaign of the Government is concerned, Avith regard to the 
inability of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to finance scheim^s of develop- 
ment I may state at once that if Ave go on at this rate of tlu^ present Finance 
Minister by borrowing moneA and employing for purpf>sus which do not! 
create additional wealth avc would soon find an advei tisement in Stock 
Exchange that the rcA’enue^ of tlie present (ir>vernment of Bengal are for 
sale for realisation of debt.s incuiwl und(*r the regime of the present 
Finance Minister. 

I would now take up, Sir, the question of the project tor irrigation 
scheme for which there is a provision for 4f) lakhs sjirearl over the 2 years 
1944-45 and 1945-40. It is stated that 2 new circles with porper staff and 
equipment have been set uj) during the year to enable the department to 
cope with the increase of Avork thus providing a scoj>e ffu- a large* number 
of job-hunters and ccm’iract seekers to a])proach the Hon’ble Mini.ster in 
charge of the Irrigation Department. This has been added the Daimxlar 
Flood Control Project AA^hich is being financed by the GoAa^rnment of India 
to the tune of 2 crores and 25 lakhs of rupees the share of the Bengal 
Government being only ^5 lakhs of rupees the total expenditure being 
3 cror^. Here again the same story is being repeated. I submit, Sir, 
that the irrigation schemes and the Damodar Flood Control Project and 
the remodelling of other important embankments in the districts of 
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Midnapore and Tippera which are proposed to be carried out under an 
agreement with the Government of India similar to the Damodar Flood 
€onti<)l Project where huge sums are being spent, it is necessary that the 
Government of India and the Government of Bengal should have a sub- 
committee set up for the purpose w’here members of all parties would be 
able to take part and the amount spent usefully and not given away to 
favourite for the purpose of supporting the Ministry. 

Coming to the question of dearness allowance, I submit, Sir, that the 
provision made for the dearness allowance is not adeciuate regard being 
had to the increased cost of living. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has been 
very liberal with the Members of the Jiengal Legislature where he had 
granted an increment of dd per cent, in the salary and oO per cent, in the 
•daily allowance. There is also an increase of oO per cent, in the salary of 
the l*arliamentary Secretaries and I congratulate the Parliamentary Secre- 
taries in getting this increment. They have got a very hard work to perform, 
namely, to keep watch over the supporters of the Government and some- 
times 1 know, the Parliamentary Secretaries have no time to take their 
food either during day time or during night and often they have to keep 
watch throughout the night for the purpose of keei)ing the supporters with 
them. Although the Hon’ble the Finance Minister have been very liberal 
to the Members of the Bengal Legislature, I am afraid, he has not been 
considerati* fo the staff attached to the Bengal Legislature and also to the 
primary and secondary non-Government schools where the provision made 
for the payment of dearness allowance is very meagre and 1 would reijuest 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister to consider if he could enhance this dejirness 
allowance. I understand that a scheme is pending for the consideration of 
the Hon’ble Minister regarding the salary of the staff attached to the Secre- 
tariat, and I hope the Hon’ble the (’hief Minister will find time to j)ass 
orders on the scheme so that it might be given effect to from the beginning 
of the next financial year. 

Ileganling (he capital transactions of the Government of Bengal as 
stated in page II) {)f the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister I would 
like to give a weird of warning. I have already indicated the figures 
from the Blue Book regarding the purchase of food grains other than wheat 
and purchase of wheat and wheat products, purchase of standard cloth, 
purchase of .salt and sugar and (construction of boats. The total cajiital 
outlay involved in the first 4 of this scheme is on the border of !)() crores 
out of which a sum of *17 crores is derived from sale jiroceeds. The figures 
for loss adjustible in the current ytnir is L‘U crores and the book value of 
stocks likely to remain in hand at the close of the y(‘ar is estimated at 
GO crores. Tliese figures are all very well but having regard to the past 
experience and the inefficieiu'y of the Government staff in handling those 
products, I am afraid, we will be met with a far greater loss than is indi- 
cated in the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and in the budget 
provision and ultimately in the next year we would find that the loss is 
iniudi more and the di'ficit would be a huge sum which the rev(‘nu(*s of 
Bengal will not be able to nu*et and the provin(‘e will be turned into a 
bankrupt province. I do not think the Government of Bengal would be 
able to get any subvention this year from the Government of India as it 
obtained during the last year. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister in dis- 
closing th(‘ revenue jmsition at page 11 of the statement states that the 
revenue receipts of dG crores this year should have enabled him to wipe out 
[the estimated deficit and to close the year with a comfortable surplus. I 
think. Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister should have taken courage and 
acted up to this and should not have provided for the expenses to the 
fomiitlable figure of 47 crores, i.e., 17 crores in exce.ss of the original 
estimate. The entire 17 crores exce.ss in expenditure might have been 
avoided if — instead of providing for a huge establishment for the Civil 
Supplies Department, huge sum for the purchase of food grains and other 
products — he had asked the Hon’ble the Minister of Civil Supplies to take 
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(the normal trade into confidence and to devise ways and means for the 
purpose of equitable distribution of the products purchased from the Govern- 
ment of India and also purcliasoi] by the <Tovernment of llenjral directly. 
If w’e turn to one ])roduct only particularly the standard cloth and the yarn 
which the Government of Ihmoal received from the Government of India, 
at one staoe. Sir, when an adjournment m<'uon was moved on this subject 
on the floor of this House, it was stated by the Hon'ble the Minister of 
Civil Supplies that it had nothino* to do with the cloth deal because the 
Central Government was concerned with it. 

I would now take u]) the (juestion of the Niemeyar Award. Wo are fiflad 
to learn that a (‘omplete case in this respect had been presented to the 
Government of India by Ilis Exctdlency tin* Governor and the Ilon’bh* the 
Finance Ministei-. AA e would, however, like to statt‘ s(j far as this matter 
stands (hat the ( entral Government has not been fair to tne Government of 
Bengal. Bengal has got a mnn()]>oly in jute cultivation ami up till now 
jute has maintained its position and the Government of India is compelling 
the Government of Bengal not to reduce the jute (‘ultivating area and release 
more lands for cultivating food crops. The position with regard to jute 
may be briefly summarised as follows: — 

The jute mills and jutt‘ merchants require sonndhing about (it) million 
yards of jute. In order to ])roduce this (juantity of jute about 4 million 
acres of good paddy lands have to be utilistMl. Tluvse 4 million acies of good 
paddy lands could jiroduce t»(l million maunds of rice at the rate of 15 maundH 
per acre, which is the average rate of ])roduce for good ])addy lands wht^re 
jute is grown and the (It) million rjiaumls of rice would surtdy have reduced 
the deficit and its price is IHM) million ru]>e(‘s at the controlh*d rate of Rs.l5 
per maund. As against tiiis the cultivators get about 450 million rupees 
at the rate of Bs.!) per maund tliere being no minimum price fixed. The 
jute merchants and the jute millowners combined and they reduced the 
price as much as possibb* and the poor cultivators who had grown jute under 
the expectation of getting a high price art* for(‘ed to sell tlie jute in order 
to purcliase food grains and this affords an additional facility to tlie jute 
merchants to dictate their terms of prict* to the jutt* growt'rs. It is a pity 
that with thV monopoly of jute Beng*al cultivators are famisht*d and in this 
respt'ct T ma\ mention it is only the Muslim cultivat-ors who are suffering 
most. It is well known that in Western Ih'ngal where .the Muslims are in 
a minority tin* growing of jute is ver\ liniit(*d and it is only in Eastern 
Bengal that jute is grown <‘\tensively a ml it is 7nainl> the Muslim culti- 
vators who are in tin* jute trade. Although the present Ministry outw'ardly 
show sym])athy foi‘ the Muslim population of B(*ngal in substance they are 
doing nothing for the Muslim masses. They an* jiroviding facilities 15)r 
the few Muslims and non-Muslims who are supporting th(‘m. It is a mis- 
fortune of the Muslinis and non-Muslims mass of Bengal. Tlu* Central 
Government is deriving Inige inconu* from tlje jute whicli is a product of 
Bengid and it is necessar\ , as Bengal is in close proximity to the war zone, 
that the revenue from jute export which yields annually 4 crores of rupees 
(now reduced a little r)wing to reduction of exi)f)rt due to War) should be 
paid to Bengal in order that Bengal might lx* saved from being burdened 
with a, huge debt as (lisclos(*d in the bud^(‘t of tin* Finance Minister. I 
therefore plead that the revenue from the jute export should be ]»aid to 
Bengal in its entirety. I may mention here that the various irrigation 
projects in the Punjab have turned the Punjab into a surplus province with 
respect to most articles of food and if the revenue inconif* from jutt* exjiort 
is utilised in financing irrigation projects and factories for manufacturing 
artificial manures like ammonium sulphate and in grantirig loans to the 
agriculturists for producing good seeds, I can assure the Honourable Finance 
Minister and lionourable members that Bengal would be once more the land 
of plenty that it w^as in the past. 

The policy of the Government of Bengal in monopolising the rice market, 
the wheat market and the cloth market has led to losses amounting to crores 
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of rupees but if the Government of Beni^al take up the monopoly of the jute 
trade in its hand not in the same way as it is doing in regard to other 
commodities, then I can assure, jute being a monopoly trade in Bengal, 
the Government (;an make enormous profits and wipe out the huge deficit 
that is discernible in the budget. The only thing they will have to do is 
to give a remunerative price to the cultivators and declare its own price 
for exporting jute and for supplying jute to the various millowners in 
Bengal. I have been informed, that jute being a monopoly trade merchants 
and millowners will have to aecept any price that (lovernment may dictate. 
There is however insurmountable difficulty here, for European 
millowmers will be hard hit if this prdicy is pursued by the Government, 
for it is the Europeans who have kept the ])resent Ministry in power and 
they cannot afford to lose their support. 

Turning now to the question of livestock the Honourable Minister has 
provided a huge sum for granting loans to the agriculturists for the purchase 
of cattle. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, how long will you take 
to finish ? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; About o o, 10 minutes. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT ; You have already sj)()ken at srreat 
length: and you spoke fairly long yesterday also. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Last day J did not encroach 
on anybody’s time. As the House w'as going to be adjourned for w'ant of 
speakers, I utilised the time. 

With regard to th(‘ cattle position, after the allied armies came to India 
on account of the w'ar a large number of catfle w’ere being slaughtered, 
and to prevent this slaughter some of the ])rovinces like Madras issued 
ordinances prohibiting the slaughter of cattle. This Government were also 
asked to enact a similar ordinance to prohibit the slaugliter of cattle but 
they did not listen to the representations. I had a personal talk wdth the 
Minister of Agriculture on the subject who said that he was considering 
and w'atching the effect of the meatless days which had been introduced. 

1 told him that that would not solve the problem. He did not issue any' 
ordinance at the time but three or four months after seeing that the cattle 
position was precarious and that simply meatless days were not sufficient 
to meet the situation the Honourable Minister ena(‘ted an ordinance 
similar to the one that T liad suggested to him three or four months ago, 
not however before a large number of cattle had been already lost. 

So far as education is concerned T submit that here too we have a dismal 
picture as in the ])ast and T do not think it will be any use to touch on the 
subject at great length. 1 think Government should start schocds of the 
nature of Middle English and Vernacular schools in every union if not in 
every village. The percentage of educated people i^ very low’ in Bengal. 
If people are not educated tht*y wull not he able to cast their votes properly; 
the electorate is large nowadays and they should be given proper education 
BO that 'they can use their franchise in an intelligent manner. I have seen 
villager coming to vote at an election to the pcdling centre, he was told 
that the symbol of candidate was cart, he came in and after receiving the 
ballot paper he cried out w here is the cart in wheih I am to place the ballot 
pajHM*. He could not understand the picture of a cart painted on the ballot 
box. 1 hope if the franchise that has been granted is to be made use of, 
we sliould educate our electors so that they might know how to exercise 
their vote and for what purpose and how’ to exercise the independent judg- 
ment in casting their vote in favour of their candidate. 

Coming to the question of distribution of yarn, I would only refer here 
again to the failure of the Government. In this respect large number of 
weavers large number of fishermen are unable to earn their living for 
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want of yarn and tlie result is that we have got scarcity of fish and scarcity 
of cloth noticeable throughout the province. In tliis respect again I would 
request the Bengal Government to subsidise companies to start production 
of yarn and cloth in large quantities wiihin the province itself and not to 
depend upon and take from a sister province these articles, for the purpose of 
supplying to tlm people of Bengal. If the Hon’ble Minister had provided 
for a deficit of 50 crores of rupees and wanted to raise 50 crores for the 
purpose of subsidising companies and factories which would have produced 
additional wealth for the State we would have at oiu‘e supported it. It is 
very difficult to support the budget whicli discloses a dismal picture leading 
to financial bankruptcy of the province in a very short time. 

Let me now take up the question of the education grant in detail. The 
education grant is divided into two departments. E^Oication general, 
education of Anglo-Indian and European. So far as education general is 
concerned the total sum provided comes to 2 cron's 5(1 lakhs fid tliousand 
rupees. This works out roughly at the rate of annas 5 per head per year 
for a population of fiO millions. 1 would recjuest the HonTde Einance 
Minister to consider why he as very liberal with reference to other depart- 
ments he has not given any thought to the education problem of the 
]irovin('e. The actual tor 1JM4-4’) was 1 crore 72 lakhs 41 thousand and 
45.“) ru])ees and tlu' budget t'stiniate tor nM5-4fi, 2 crori's 57 lakhs fid 
thousand in the \()ted figures the cdiarged figure riunaining practically the 
same, hi this coniK'ction I may mention that tin' lloirbh' tin' Eiiianco 
Ministei* ought t(» have made a jirovision for tht‘ establishment of primary 
schools foi* girls and bo\ s in (*very villagi' and middle English vernacular 
schools for eveiy union or gioup of two or thia'i' villages. AVe would not 
have grudg(‘d ev(*n a loan for this purfM)si‘. Tin* grant of annas five per 
month for each head of po])ulation is insignificant and the Einance Minister 
ought to have been ashamed of making such a ])altry provision in his 
budget whilst sjiending lavishly in otliei’ department. In the scientific 
department there is a paltry d, 01, ()()() riqu'es provided. T think the (lovcrn- 
meiit of Bengal should immediately start res(‘arch laboratories ami if they 
cannot start rc'seandi laboraforit's imuK'diately th(‘v should subsidise and 
make liberal grants to the Eniversity college' of scieiuu'. 1 may remind 
the HonTile Einance Minister and thi‘ honourabb' im'mbeis of this House 
that the present war is being conducted by the European powers with the 
help of the research laboratori(*s and ev(*ry gentleman having any curiosity 
in the matter may look up to the literatun^ on the subject in Britain, 
America, Germany, .Ta])an and Russia and th(*y will find wliat liberal provi- 
sions have been made for conducting research work in scii'iitific laboratories 
for solving the problem of feeding the ])eo]de, the problem of inventing new 
methods for nourishment of the ])eople, tin* problem of inventing various 
war weapons. It is here that the (jovern merit should be liberal and even 
if debt have to be incurred for the ])urpoM‘, wt' would not grudge it, because 
it would be a productive debt. So far as the (diargi's on account of Anglo- 
Indian and European is concerned 1 lu)]»e the Government will consider the 
position of the Anglo-Indian community ])arf icularly. The European com- 
munity generally do not educate their children in India. Anglo-Indians 
who have made India their home should have a separate provision for 
education in proportion to the number of Anglo-Indians in Bengal. There 
is a clamour that the Anglo-Indian community are being neglected and the 
Europeans are taking away the bulk of the grant provided for Anglo-Indian 
and European taken together. 1 hav(‘ been told in course of a general dis- 
cussion that members of the Anglo-Indian community in the district of 
Midnapore particularly Kharagpur that the position of the Anglo-Indian 
community has been made precarious. The Anglo-Indians for the same 
class of work are given salary which generally comes up to one-third of the 
salary provided for Europeans for similar work. This is a general 
grievance of the Anglo-Indian community in the railway which is not with- 
in the province of the Bengal budget, but so far as the education of the 
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Anglo-Iiidiaii community is concerned I think the Government will be more 
liberal and tliey should not lump up the grant for that community with the 
European. At any rate the total grant should be apportioned in propor- 
tion to the num}>er of students of each community studying in India. 

I have nf)W tou(;hed the main items of the budget but generally I would 
like to say that the policy of the Government in monopolising of trade and 
in practically destroying the normal trade channel of the country will have 
a disastrous effect on the economic problem of the people generally, and 
this is a serious consideration which I would request the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister and the honourable members of this House to consider. 

I think, Sir, I have now said enough to show that the budget that has 
been presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister ought not to be supported 
and the only effect of supporting this budget would be a financial drain of 
the province of Bengal. Our position is peculiar. We have no power to 
give a cut motion. So, I would only request the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
to consider the points raised by me when the budget is discussed in the 
Lower House and when he gives his reply. 

Mr. R. 8. PUR88ELL: Sir, for the second year in succession the 
Hon’ble Finance Minisier has had the uncongenial hnsk of presenting a 
budget showing such a large revenue deficit that it cannot possibly be 
balanced from provincial resources. In doiiig so he has shown, Sir, the 
contribution which the province has made towards these mounting deficits 
and 1 tliink that any reasonable y>erson will agree that on the whole the 
province has done its best to hel]) itself. It cannot be gainsaid that the 
major portion of the deficit is due to the burden of war and famine 
expenditure, the cost of whicli mounted to no less tlian 14 (‘rores in lf)4‘l-44, 
29 Cl ores in 1944-45 and is estimated to be 18 crores in 1945-4(). Such 
expenditure is so large that the ])rovince cannot and should not be expected 
to meet it. T venture to suggest that war and famine expenditure should 
not be a provincial charge, nor should it be horm* mainly by one province. 
It is manifestly inequitable that because of its .situation om* orovinca* should 
face the future w’ith a load of debt contract(‘d oti accoiml of unavf)idal)le 
and uncontrollable war and famine expenditim*, wlnueas oth(‘r ])rovinces, 
more fortunately situated, face the future with .surplus budgets and have 
an opportunity of accumulating reserves for post-war develo])inent. AVe 
join the Hon’ble Finance Minister in thanking tin* Government of India for 
the assistance we have received, but w'e consider that Bengal should be 
placed in an ecjual ])osition with other provinces and tliat the burden of war 
and famine expenditure should be evened out as between })rovinces. In my 
view this is a most modest claim since the needs of Bengal are greater than 
those of other parts of India. Since 1920, we have suffered from the policy 
of retrenchment following on the Meston ami Niemeyer Awards and, com- 
pared w'ith other provinces, there is a great deal of lee-wa\ t(» make uj). I 
hope. Sir, that it will be possible before long to reach a final and complete 
flettlement covering all our needs so that at least we may attain an equal 
position with other provinces, and I trust that Government will make every 
effort to secure that settlement. 

For the coming year revenue expenditure has been estimated at some 
10 crores less than the revised expenditure for the current year. I earnestly 
hope. Sir, that this w’ill not prove to be an under-estimate. In his last budget 
statement the Hon'ble the Finance Minister w^arned us that sueh au under- 
estimate might occur. He has not done so on this occasion, but I confess 
to suspecting that there may again be some under-estimation. For example, 
the trading operations in foodgrains and other commodities are estimated 
to result in a loss of crores during the coming year. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has given us very little information wuth regard to these 
trading operations wdiich I consider to be unfortunate. He has, however, 
stated that measures will he necessary to hasten a reduction in Government 
stocks of foodgrains, and he has indicated that these measures will consist 
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of sales within the province at reduced prices. It is reasonable to asspme 
that Government hold very larfi:e stocks of rice and that a substantial 
quantity will have to be disposed of during the next few months. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has not, however, explanied how the losses 
arising out of these sales at reduced prices have been estimated, nor whether 
the estimates contain adequate provision to meet tliij cost. The transactions 
involved are so vast and so many factors (‘nt(‘r into them that there are 
all too many grounds for the fear that sufHcient provision has not been 
made and that in the end the loss next year will be much greater tlian has 
been estimated. I do hope that he will deal fully with the matter in hi® 
reply and that he will^ let us know that Government have definite plans to 
ensure an adequate offtake from their large stocks. The impression I have 
formed is that so far Government have in view piecemeal im*asures to meet 
a particular situation only and that they still have to formulate a definite 
plan to ensure an adequate reduction in their stocks. It must be remem- 
bered tliat these comnuxlities are perishable and subject to deterioration, 
and unless this important matter is dealt with comprehensively in the near 
future, it may well result in a very serious loss. 

In another branch of Civil Supplies expenditure too, I fear that there 
IS all too much room for under-estimation. 1 refer. Sir. to the ex})enditure 
on the cloth control organisation which for the ccnning year lias only been 
estimated at 5 lakhs. Now, Sir, as honourabh* members have imlicated in 
no uncertain t(‘rms, the ])rovinc(* is at ])resent passing* through something 
in the nature of a cloth famine and it seems to me to 1 h‘ logical that 
ultimately (Tovernment will b(* forced to take over the entire conti'ol 
of cloth. Tliis will undoubtedly involve a large Government orga- 
nisation. 1 think this is (dearly indicated by the latest announcements 
by the Textile Comniissioncn*. In this connection it strikes me as ])eculiar, 
Sir, that neith(*r the Government of India nor the Provimial Government 
have ever indic'ated wliy Bengal has r(‘ceived a smallci allotment of cloth 
Ithan other Provinces. 1 suspect. Sir, that a n-ason ma\ ]>ossibly be that 
the Government of India refu.sed to send adcMpiate siij/plies of ‘ cloth to 
Beng*al until Bengal can set up a projier organisation which can j>r(‘vent 
those su])plies going into the black market. We know, Sir, that nearly a 
year ago Bombay and Madras, to mention onI> two provinc(‘s, set uj) large 
official organisations to control the distribution of (doth and by so doing 
undoubteilly established a prior claim to su])])li(‘s. In fact, Sir, it would 
appt‘ar tliat at every turn our administrative deficiencies prevamt us from 
receiving e(]ual treatment with other provinces. Only a v(‘ry short time ago 
the Director-General of Consumers’ Goods wa.s ap]»oiuted in this proviiuie 
but I a.sk the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to state what staff and organisa- 
tion he has been given. I regard this as a very serious matter, since 1 do 
not think the province will receive its fair shar(‘ of cloth su|)i)lies until an 
adequate organisation ha.s Ixnm set up and I ask flu* Jlon'ble tin* Finance 
Minister to assure the House that (jov(‘rnment will conccntratt* upon this 
problem and will spare no effort to obtain this adequate organisation 
immediately. 

Apart from the foregoing. Sir, in my view the problem of cloth and 
o'ther consumers’ goods is of such magnitude and imjiortance as to justify 
a separate department and I doubt whether it is right to adrl it to the already 
very heavy responsibilities of the f'ivil Supplies Department. The range of 
problems w*hich now have to be dealt willi by this department is so vast' 
that it seems to me, Sir, that one Minister, however energetic and capable, 
cannot hope to supervise the 4 divi.sions into which the Civil Supplies 
Department has been divided. In our view, Sir, Ihere should be a single 
Food Department w*hich would be in charge of the supply and distribution 
of all items of food including those which are at present under the charge 
of the Department of Agriculture. It is only in this way, Sir, that it will 
be possible to formulate and carry out a comprehensive food policy covering 
all items of food which I consider is very badly needed. In niaking this 
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suggestion I mean no disrespect to our Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture 
whose energy and sincerity of purpose no one in this House will deny. It 
cannot, however, be disputed that the business of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment is food production and not the control of supply and distribution for 
which it is obviously not equipped. The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture 
has had the difficult task of galvanizing the long-neglected Department of 
Agricultuer into action over a wide field and I feel that he has considerable 
achievements to his credit. For example, he has been successful in increas- 
ing the production of vegetables and has, 1 believe, laid the foundations 
for an increased production of fish. In regard to two other important items, 
however, namely, milk and potatoes, absence of achievement is, I feel, dis- 
appointing. Other provinces have forged ahead with schemes for distri- 
bution of milk to school children and mothers, with schemes for the improve- 
ment in milk and with orders prohibiting the making of ice-cream and 
sweets with milk. In Bengal, however, such positive results have not yet 
been fortlicoming. I hope, Sir, that the Hon’bJe the Finance Minister, or 
better still the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture will indicate to us what 
Government intend to do with regard to thi» important problem of milk. 
The position with regard to potatoes is, I fear, even worse. Last year, as 
honourable members will be aware, there was a serious potato shortage 
which was only reduced at a late stage by small siqqjlies from Madras. 
Subse<|uently, there was a grave shortage of s(‘ed potatoes and the (‘tforts 
of Governimmt to remedy this by im])orting- setnl jxdatoes were, 1 fear, too 
belated to 1)(‘ (dleetive. rrosj)eets with regard to potatf)t‘s for the <*oming 
year are therefore, to say the least of it, bleak and 1 ask the llon’ble 
Minister to state what steps have been taken by Government to prevent a 
reeurrenee of last year’s shortage. Have arrangtmients been made whereby 
other provinces will hel]) us if my fears turn out to be justified*^ 

The Hon’ble the Finance* Minister lias stre*ssed tliat ev(‘ii more than 
finaiie-e, lack of trained ])ersoiinel is our real “liottle neck”. Honourable 
members on the otb(*r hand have bitterly eritiedsed the creation of new 
posts. The position of the Ministry, eomiiellt'd by eirc-umstances to make 
substantial increases in tlie adininislrathm, is naturally the obje(‘t of envy 
among those wlio know the value of patronage*. This consideration sliould 
iieit, however, blind us to the fact that in creating these pei.sts — a])art from 
those of the (,’ivil Suj)plie*s De]mrtment— Geivernment are only remedying 
the administrative deficiencies eif the past. From se) far hack as LLM), 
successive Governments have been forced te) follow a policy of retrench- 
ment and today numbers and calibre in lb*ngal fall far short of its need 
and are, 1 fei*!, below the standards of other provinces. Government have 
been fortunate in securing a number of experts from other countries. 1 
emphasize tlie word “fortunate”, because countries even more heavily 
involved in the war than we are, can ill afford to spare their experts. I have 
heard an unfortunate story, however, of an expert returning to his country 
in disgust because liis .services were not being utilised. I hope that this 
is exaggerated but 1 do hope that full advantage is being taken of any one 
who becomes available and that no stone is left unturned to learn all we 
can from his knowledge. There are very few persons one cannot learn 
something from, and 1 consider it bad business to come in contact with any 
one and then not ito benefit from his experience as far as possible. Such 
experts can only be with us for a short period and in my view we must use 
tiiem to ensure the training of Bengalees, particularly in the technical 
services. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has alluded to the problem but 
T would like to have heard a little more from him as to what exactly is being 
done to expand the training facilities in tliis province. This question, which 
is obviously vital to the future development of the province, should, I 
suggest to him, be in the forefront of Government’s programme and policy. 

There have been sweeping allegations of bribery and corruption parti- 
cularly directed against officers of the Civil Supplies Department. Such 
sweeping allegations, however, seem to me scarcely fair to the many officers 
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whose honesty, integrity and devotion to their work cannot be disputed. 
I suggest the desirability of considering the discouraging effect such allega- 
tions must have on such officers. I suggest that it is most de.sirable that 
accusers should be assured of their grounds; allegations should be specihc: 
and should be backed up by a citation of specific facts. At the sanu‘ time, 
1 do think that a Ministry, which stand for clean administration, sliould face 
up to these questions and tell us what the> are doing to eliminate possible 
corruption in their administration. There is nothing more demoralising 
to honest administrators than the knowledge that corruption continues 
to exist uncliccked. In food administration, o))]n)rtunitit‘s for bribery and 
corruption aie all too many, and constitute a probhun which has troubled 
all food administrations; but integrity in food administration is primary 
ini])C)rtance and (ioverninent must be prepared to deal ruthlessly with all 
j>roved instances of corrii])tion . Temptations particularl\ io tlie low-paid 
temi>orary officers are many and tin* only real remedies arc* supervision, 
training, adeqiiatt^ juiy and security of service. 

In conclusion, Sir, 1 bopci that the llon’blc the Finance Minister will 
re-double liis efforts to secure a c(mi]>ieh('nsivt* .settlenu^nt which will enable 
him to present a budget next year ot a very different character to the present 
one — a bu(lg(*t wh(*ih will enable us to fact* the future with a confidence 
etpial to that of otluT provinces. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, our Furo])<‘an frit'iids are not aware of 

what a liaksluikal i is like. UakslinkoU is “Save, Motlu*!*”. It is an image 

of Darkness, Death and Destruction wfiich a priest in Bengal worships in 
times of (‘inergeiicy or epidemics. Kven so is flu* imagt* drawn by the 

Hon’bb* Mr. Goswami himst‘lf — a Brahmin, in his budget for 1945-411 as 

i*t‘veah‘(l in tin* grim proc(*ssion ot figurt's. In the* cast* of tlu* foniier, the 

])riest im]»l()re-N tin* goddess to c(*ase b<‘r uratb and to make Bt‘ngal woe- 
l)t‘gone. In tin* latter case our High Priest of IGnance dons tin* weed of 
woe and ini])lores tin* ('cnlie to come t(» the rescue oi Ih'ugid and ])ut her 
firmly on ht*i feet In tins, Sir, tlie Hon'bh* Finama* Minist(‘r has our 
s\ m])ath> . 

Sir, from flu' norm of Id crores a Acar, Bengal .sima* I9d7 has raised u]) 
its revenues till it has now reacdu'd the gland total of dll <*rojt‘s in the current 
Budget. In this ])r<)Ci‘ss, Bengal has taxed hers<‘li to the uttermost. Fvcmi 
the most fastiilious ought to la* satisfi(*d. 

Sir, the most dejilorable thing is that the (*\penditure in the current 

Budget exc(*(‘ded flic receipts Iia 11 c-roies and will exr(‘ed by tS crores in 

1945-4(1. That this should be so is highly discreditalib* to the Government 
of Bengal whos(* debt now stands at 19} crores ol rup(a*s. Sir, egged tin 
by untowai’d circumstances, Bengal is lH‘ading towards insolvency. In the 
eirciinistaiie(*s, a party Government ought to gi\a* wa,\ to an all-Parties 
Government ; but, Sir, blind communalisni stands in tin* way. Sir, the 
Financt* M«‘mber of the Government of India may tliink that tlie total 
indebi(*dness of Bengal even by the end of tin* next yt*ar will b(* quite modest 
in relation to her revenues and that the .si'ivice of that debt will not be an 
intoleiable burden on the iirovince and may rest content with such assistance 
and subvention as the Centre may from time to time offer to Bengal. But wc 
do not think so. Bengal must be pulled out of the ruts where she has been 
thrown in. Merely Aviping out her ,debt Avill not do. The inequity of 
firstly, the Meston Award and, next, of the Niemeyer Award has been proved 
to demonstration. The financial statement which governs the allocation of 
revenues between the Centre and the Provinces must be revised and Bengal 
must be so placed in relation to her sources of revenues that she may not 
have to go with a beggar’s bowl to anybody at any time. 

Sir, Bengal alone of all the provinces in India is bearing the brunt of 
the war and of the war-made famim*. Its zero hour struck when the denial 
policy dictated by the Government of India under the instructions probably 
13 
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of the military on the apprehension of open invasion of Bengal was 
ruthlessly pursued first by late Sir John Herbert and then by the present 
Ministry. In mad pursuit of the denial policy, food-grains were seized and 
removed and all means of conveyance and transport save the Railways were 
seized or wantonly destroyed or rendered useless. It was difficult for 
surplus districts to come to the rescue of the deficit districts. All these 
contributed largely to the famine of 1943. The wanton destruction of the 
boats has led to an expenditure of 2A crores in the current year for construc- 
tion of boats and will lead to a further ex]>enfiiture of crores in 1945-4(j 
for the same purpose. We demand that the wliole cost of the boat construc- 
tion be borne by the Government of India. We demand that the exi)enditure 
necessitated b 3 ’ the abnormal conditions of war and the w’ar-made famine 
be borne by the Government of India. These items add up in round figures 
to 14 crores in 1943-44, 29 crores in the current year and is expected to be 
18 crores in 1940-40 — mounting in all to 01 crores of rupees. I niaintain 
that this (hunand of ours is based on bare justice and should not fall on deaf 
ears. 

Sir, if we fail to get this justice, we shudder to think what will happen 
to us in future. The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami says that planning for the 
future has not been neglected although his owm budget contains no scheme, 
no constructive suggestions which were so necessary' for the best use of the 
funds. The post-war reconstruction committees assisted by a large 
number of sub-committees are at work drawing up plans for utilizing to the 
best possible advantage the opportunities for development which are sure 
to arise in the post-war period. Will the Finance Minister be pleased to tell 
us how he proposes to finance them K Huge revenues exceeding ajiything 
imagined before the war have been turnt‘d into deficits during the last few 
years. While Bengal has accumulated a revenue deficit of l,o83 lakhs, 
llombay has accumulated a revenue surplus of ldM8^ lakhs and Madras has 
accumulated a revenue to the order of 800 or 000 lakhs. In tact, Bombas, 
Madras, Punjab and Puited Provinces and the (Vntral Province ha,ve all 
accumulated surpluses during the war to push on industrial and all-round 
developments after tlie war. Will the Hon’ble Minister tell us how will 
Bengal compete with tho.se provinces p 

Besides Education, the Departments of Industries and Agriculture are 
the two most important departments for nation-huilding purposes. I 
w'oiider how^ the Department of Industries is waisting its op])ortunities. T 
am seeing the same queues now as I saw in the diiys of the Famine - peopli" 
struggling for a piece of cloth as tiiey struggled for a morsel of food in 
1943. It is 110 exaggeration to say that the food famine has now been 
sucxjeeded by cloth famine. “Even for funeral purposes, cloth is not nvail- 
able in the market” says Mahammad lasin,, Secretary, Town Food (’om- 
mittee, Asansol, in a telegram, 23rd February to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Subrawardy and requests the Government of Bengal lo take necessary 
action. The news is typical of the situation wbicli prevails in all Bengal. 
It is sad to think that while jieople are going about almost naked, the 
Department of Industries should have failed to secure and distribute yarn 
for want of which 2 lakhs spinning w^heels are lying idle in Bengal. Sir, 
it is sad to think tliat the department by its remissness lias not been able 
to multiply the w'heels to make a crore of them io go round humming 
throughout Bengal producing yarn and cloth. Sir, in the matter of shoes 
again, we find thai our muchis are a dying class. In their place, Bata 
Co. are flourishing. While Bata and other foreign companies are producing 
footwear for us, the Industries Department are producing yarns of reports 
promising that everything wdll soon be w’ell but not one promise of import- 
ance materialised so far. 

This leads me, Sir, to say a few words with respect to the Agriculture 
Department. A goodman is now at its helm no doubt. But his goodness 
is being exploited by designing persons. We And the department is up 
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against shortage of trained personnel and uptill now it has not been possible 
to secure the requisite qualified personnel in the Higher and Lower Agri- 
cultural Services or in the Services under the Department of Fisheries, 
which is a matter for shame. Consequently, the advancement whether in 
the Grow More Food Campaign or in the replenishment of livestock or in 
the development of fisheries or in the preparation of crop statistics is dis- 
appointingly slow. Sir, we disapprove ot the Hon'ble Minister in charg«» 
of Agriculture importing foreigners as experts, say in dairy or poultr>- 
farniing, holding that equally capable, if not better, men were available 
here to cope with the work. I wonder why the Hon’hle Minister is not 
thinking of the reclamation of hill side lands and other ciiltivahle lands to 
grow more food besides the railway si<le lands whicii in my opinion should 
have btHMi left for pasturage. Jute growing should be cut down b^ rJ/4ths 
of the 1941 acreage and the lauds tlius frc'ed should In* devi s'd to culti- 
vation of food crops. But can the Hon'ble Minister explain wh\ no deter- 
mined effort has so far been made to make Bengal inde]>en(b‘nt of the 
United Provinces and Bihar in the matter of sup})lies of cereaU, potatoes 
and the mustard oil There was a time wh(‘n Bengal was self-snftici('iit 
in regard to these items. Agriculture shou]<l hel]) Industries by extensive 
cultivation of cotton. At a time when tlu‘re is a serious sliortage of cattle, 
the department should have iiitro(luc(‘d tin* new method of cultivation by 
tractors. Even Bokhara has it. It is a .shann* that Bengal should go with- 
out’ it. The Dopartineut of Agriculture ought to be an insurance against 
faniint*. It failed to jirevent the famine in 1944 and even miserably failed 
to cope with it. Sii', the Civil Supplies Department is a byword for cornip- 
tiori and jobbery and mn.st be lield respousibh* for many of tin* ills Bengal 
is heii to. We have* sjient over 4 crores of niju'es after it. it onglit to be, 
like Uaes(*r’s wife, above susjiicion, A littb* examination will show timt 
it lias lost all confidence (»f tlie public. Take tor 1 ‘xample, tin* b‘vel nf 
juices. J'he prices of all commodities are ruling high. 'Phis has eaus(*d 
])eo])le to he deprived of nutritious food. Fish they can hardly pnridiasi*. 
I’he milk is beyond their ajiproaeh. Even vegetables cannot b(* had exeejit 
at prohibitive* prices. All tli(*se factors are so undermining tin* ln*altli o{ 
the general jiuldic (that it is no wonder that tin* epidenii(*s an* p(‘rsisting. 
Tak<* another instan('<*, its proenrenu'iit polie\ . Whih* the Ifcm'bh* 
Mr. (loswami described what measures have be(‘n taken to deal \Mtb onr 
emergencies, he is discreetly silent alwnit the trading aeeount ol the (iov(‘rii- 
ment's various procurement operations. Sir. we will nut have any o])j)or- 
tunity to move any cut motion and so get the iletails. Will tin* lloirble 
Minister be more explicit about it? They have been .seviTc loss(*s on 
procurement which cannot be exj>laiin*d awa\ simjdy by saying that tin* 
Government Lad to under-scll fin* foodgraiiis to the public. Wbat an* tin* 
contributory cause.s? Were lliey not due to putronag<‘ of jiartieular linns 
and bodies and to all-round dishonesty and coiTU]>li()iis ? Were the stocks 
shown in papers recovered in full? Will the Flon’hle Minister lift the 
veil a little? Sir, why, we ask, w^en* stocks of foodgrains allowed to rot 
which had to be thrown away and which could have saved, if distribut(‘d 
in right time, many thousands of starving jieople? Sir, tln*y were even 
so unmindful of distribution that they allowed the pooph* to die* of diseases 
eating rotten uneatable food not fit for human consumption. Sir, the 
detective food-stuffs distributed together witli what is known as Snhrawardy’s 
gruel were great contributory causes for the spread of epidemics. The 
continued mal-nutrition wms so undermining the vitality of the people that 
they began to fall an ea.sy prey to attacks r»f diseases, particularly of malaria, 
small-pox and cholera. As an answer in the Assembly in the last week 
will show, there were 974,430 deaths in 1944 due to malaria and that the 
number of deaths from malaria in Bengal foi six months from May to 
October, 1944, totalled 292,719. These figures speak for ihems(*lves. The 
after-effects of famine in 1944 w^ere no less terrible than those of famine 
itself in 1943. The boasting therefore that there was no famine in 1944 is 
but a pitiless cruel joke unworthy of a civilized Government. Indeed, Sir, 
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Gods laugh when men boast, for behind their boasting there is forgetful- 
ness of the past and an unconscious exaggeration of their own performances. 
There was no famine in 1944. But why was there a famine in ld4'4Y It 
was a man-made famine. Men died like cats and dogs. War there was 
in England also. But there was no famine there. If there was no famine 
in 1944, it was not because there was the Government pledge that there shall 
])(* no famine in 1944. The Government of India took charge of feeding 
Calcutta and the industrial areas. Above all, Gods took pity on men and 
tiling.-, here. Nature was bountiful and gave to Bengal, what it never had 
before*, a bountiful and overflowing crop which in spite of GovernnunCs 
indiscretion and mismanagement in procurement and distribution prevent- 
ed a second famine. So in all humility thank God — the All-merciful God 
for it. 

Sir, in the case of Governments, honesty lies not only in saying what 
they me* doing but also in doing wliat they say. When this Government 
caiiM* into existence in April, 1943, it promised among other things to 
lilx'riitc* the political prisoners as fast as possible. The process of libera- 
tion has assumed snail’s progress. It was about bOO last year at such time 
and it is bbO up till now, that is to say, in one year, only fifty more have 
been lilK‘iat(‘d. But w'e have not lieen told how many new seizures the 
Government made to offset so to sav tin* number released. The total 

n!nnb('r of political prisoners still in jail will not be, 1 am afraid, less than 
I, boo. Most of them are being detained without trial. AVheri we remember 
that the war broke out in September, 1939, and that since th(‘n many of 
them are in detention for over b years without trial, the (‘normit> of 
Government’s injustice becomes self-(‘vident. IIav(* the Ministers no h(‘art 
I’ln'r call tln'inselves po])ular Ministers. Do th(*y not know that ]>ublie 
are loudly (i(*manding their releast*?' Morality and justice demand that 
they should (*ither be tried or set fret*. Sir, Goveinmeiit knows tin* weak- 
ness of its ease and so has devised a sort oi prt'text of fi(>w r(*vising tlie 
cas(*s td' tht'se ])risoners wliom the\ themselves have thrown into jhison, 
just to east* a ])ri(*king eonscienct*. There is however no moral justification 
to kec]) tlicst* peo])le any longt*r in (lt‘tenti()n. Their crime, it an\ , was 
that they lovetl their etmntry ttx) well; ft)J‘ is not the love of tmc'.s own 
country i\ erijiie in the eyes of t)ur alien rult'rs-^ Sir, tlie situation in tin* 
ct)untry has vastly improved. The 4a])s are on tin* run. they an* btin*: 
cltJsely followed by the allied army. Tht* allies Jiave praetieally won the 
war. So, further detention t)f these })eoplt' would bt* wanton act oi tyrann ^ 
and terrorization uuwtu’tby t)f a civilised Governm(*nt . .'sir, we (lemand 
that the j)t)Iilieal ■|)risr‘nt‘rs be set fret* imm('<liatt*ly . 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Mr. I)e])uty President, Sir. 
I frankly congratulate tin* llon'ble Minister in submitting b(*f()re this House 
a frank budget. In fact, the delect about the Budget is its huge deficit, but 
the Hon’ble Minister has met the situation frankly, faiily and squarely. The 
huge deficit is something which was undreamt of before. Many exjdaiiations 
have been ofi'ered as to tlio case of this deficit. The honourable leader of the 
European Grou]) today suggested that this was partly due to war expenses. 
No doubt, it largely explains a part of the deficit. In three years — the 
present, past and the next, the war ex])euses will liave amounted on an 
average to 20 croros a year; Imt the-defieit is something more than what 
this expenditure can account for. In fact, there are factors whieh oli'set 
the war expenditure and they were the war profits, the sales tax, the stamp, 
the Excise, Betting tax. Electricity duty and the like* wliich have enormously 
improved on account of the war. There are also various other factors which 
have contributed to increased reccijit. Then there was also the big subven- 
tion from the (Vntre Iasi yeiv. 1, therefore, submit that the (lefioit has 
not been explained by the rise in war expenditure. 1 am constrained to 
submit that the deficit is due largely to the doings of the Civil Supplies 
Department. Mr. Purssell has s; ggested a very wise course that we should 
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discriminate while making suggestions of corruption against a large depart- 
ment like the Civil Supplies Department. I quite agree that we should he 
cautious about blaming one and all in the departnnuit ; but I do not agree 
with, him that the public should be called upon to be r(»ad\ with evidence 
which will be slifiicient to convict a person of briben in a court of law before 
making allegations against the department. That is hardly possible and 
common sense would not require it. We find from e\i)erit‘tiee that honest 
officers are not blamed by the public. There are oilicers who move from dis- 
trict to district with a reputation of dishonest \ doggedly following them 
from place to place. As soon as a man of that ty]H‘ comes to a place, tin* 
people begin to whisper, and circiimstantial evidence cro])s uj) which 
corroborates the fact that these peo])le are dislionest peoph*. There are 
undoubtedly dishonest pi'oph* in the Civil Su])j)lies ih'partment. \o doubt 
th(‘re are some peoph' who are Tn*gligent ()flic(*is iti ihal department ; but I 
must also submit that there are many honest and capable jiersons also then*. 
In a large machineiy when several wheels art* loosi‘ and art* not ready to 
move, then the motion of good wheels are also rt'lanh'd; that is wliat is tin* 
case with the Civil Supplies Department. 1 ktiow and I believt* that thert* art* 
very good and honest and capable ttfticers then*, but when tht*y are rt*tartItMl 
by difiicultit*s tht*y cannot function projterly. ]\\ tin* tlistrit*t of Ibirdwan 1 
fintl that prosecutions by the Civil Supplies Depaiinii'iit ha ^t* faih'd very 
largely. A friend of mine gave me a list of 47 cas(‘s (uit of which 4(1 t*ast*s 
ended in acquittal. This does not s])eak wt‘ll of tht* d('p:ir(ni(*n 1 . I ft‘t*l 
that the prosecutions art* not lodg-ed with })ro]>er tait* and ca^es too art* not 
pursued with care and ability; and lastly th(‘rt‘ art* manv stories to tt*ll 
of the way in which these cast‘s are managt‘d. In ont* subdivisio?i in the 
Burdwan tiistrict thi‘rt* is a rt'gular tug of war betwt'en the Civil Su])pli(*s 
Department and tht* Magistracy. This has lt‘d almost to an which 

requires the immediate attt*ntion of (lovernmejit . We (*annot. ('\])lain tht* 
huge tleficit. We find that much profit has accni(*d from many publn* 
activities of the (lovernment, but as to why this d(*ticit should have arist'ii 
from the trading activities td' the ( rovt‘rimM‘nt it is diflieult to tind out: 
(Tovernment should ex])lain this matter fully. Thert* is chdh famine all 
round. In Bui'dwan tht'n* has b(*t*n a r(*gular cloth famim* tor st*v(*ral days 
< 111(1 no (doth wa" to 'oi* toiind in the maikt'i. d'lo're is on-* tinny to \^llieh 
J would draw tin* attention of the Hou.se. In tlie Ibiidwan C^mtral 
Co-o])(*rat ivt* Hank largo stocks of cloth wt*re kept lor se\(*ial montlis, 'rh(‘,\ 
were stocked in a House which was lt*aking. During tin* lainv st-isou IkiIcs 
soaked all tht* \\<it(*r that ftdl on the loof. V\’^h(*ii th(*,se (dollis wck* sold to 
tin* ])ul>lie. it \\as discovered that tht*y w(*n* ahs()lutel\ damag(‘d and used 
involving a loss <d two to tliret* eroit*.s ol rup(*(*s! We '^Iioiild lik(* tht* 
(TOvernment to entjuire into the inaHt'r. Tht* Cential Hank aui liont jes say 
that the District aiit hoiit j<‘.s ete to he l)hiiiM‘d lor this loss and tin* distriet 
autliorities suggest that the eo-t»perat ivt* laiiik authorities were to hlaim*. 
At any ratt*, this hugt* (juantit\ ot cloth is a loss jo iht* |)iildie not oiil> 
loss of money hut tht* elotli should li.ivt* h(‘en availaldt* to the juihlie if lh(*\ 
were not allow(*(l to rot. 

Then, Sir, with rt*gar(l to the other things in tht* hudgt't — t ht*re is the 
absence of any suggestion about jMist-war rt‘(‘.fmstnictioii. IrisoNeiit as this 
(jovcriimeiit is, it all tht* more re(juirt*s ])osf-war stdicnn's. Aii i iisoK (oit ' 
budget .should bt* framed with great(*r care than that of a solvent pei.son. 

I submit that in spite of deficit, post-war ^‘construction sclienit*s sliould not 
be shelved but must be worked out and solved. I join witli thost* m(*mbf*i.s 
of the House who hold that the Central Hov(*rnmeiit h.avt* a large re.spnns- 
ibility to shoulder. In fact, tht* situation created in Bengal is due to the 
presence of the war. This war is an all-Jmlia aiVair — nay, an Cmpiit* 
affair and Bengal must not be asked and expectt*d to b(*ar the whole 
burden. It is not a provincial matter and the deficit and lesjMinsiliility 
sliould be borne by the entire country. In tlit‘se circumstane(*s, I submit 
that the Central Government should come forward to meet ibis large deficit. 
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It has also been suggested that the reluctance of the Government of India to 
help Bengal is due to the belief that adequate staff has not been kept 
ready here. But the Central Government must be held responsible. The 
huge deficit is not due entirely to mismanagement but due largely to 
economic circumstances over which nobody has any control. The "crop 
surplus occurring last year was not man-made. It was a creation of Nature. 
Circumstances created shortage in 1943 and circumstances created surplus 
in 1944. (Mr. Hanajit Pal Ohowdiiury: What about hoarding?) So 
far as Government boarding is concerned, there is no trading loss which 
has been admitted. There is some screw loose somewhere and it is necessary 
for the Government to show^ and repair it. The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
is not himself responsible for the big deficit. But he is both the accountant 
and the advocate for all the departments including the Civil Supplies 
J)e])jirtment. He has got to take the credit as w^ell as blame. There is 
nothing personal in my remarks about him. I submit that the budget with 
all its faults and difficulties has been presented with frankness, though wo 
should have expected more explanation and more constructive suggestions. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Sk. MD, JAN: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, tin* 
Budget for 1945-4() as presented by Mr. T. (.'. Goswami in my humble 
opinion is the most painful demonstration of dismal failure of the Finance 
Minister and w'ith him the present Ministry to tackle the disrupted economic 
situaticjn prevailing in this province for the last three years, and if in spite 
of large subvention from the Centre, huge increase in the revenue the 
deficit is incivasing year by year with total estimat(‘(l (lefi(*it of 19 crores 
at the end of next yt‘ar it show’s that the economic structure of this provima* 
is not only out of gear but has completely broken down. One shuddeis to 
think wdiat wnll be tin* condition of the toiling masses of this province sorrner 
or later when they are called ui)on to bear this a]>palJing liability. While 
Boniay, Madras, Punjab and all other provinces have accumulated hug(* 
revenu(* surpluses and are jrlanning new post-w’ar schemes with sufficient 
funds to iiniilement them, Bengal has accumulated 19 crores deficit and is 
unable to meet even daily necessities of life. It is true that natural cala- 
mities, namely, famine in 1943 and proximity of war zone to this province, 
are responsible for the present state of affirs but the present Minister, om* 
party ( loviunnuMit , not by the j)eople and for the people, but for a selected 
few^ who are j'.iling tlnu’r fortunes on the miseries and death-beds of the 
p(*ople, has conij)letel,\ failed in mitigating their suffering in their present 
adverse natural situation. They care iiiort* for the jiajty which support 
them than lor national interest, and are only interested in keeping them- 
selves in iiow'cr by distributing patronage, creating many more employment 
for their supporters, latest example is Bengal Legislative Chambers (Mem- 
bt*rs' iMuoluments ) Amendment Bill, increasing monthly salary and daily 
allowance, which is to all intents and ])urposes “vote-catching” measure. 
In short, they j)lease their jiarty members in all possible w’ays in the name 
of communal justice, etpial opportunity for all and many other false slogans, 
w’ith tlu* rc'sult that incompetence, nepotism and corruptions are reigning all 
through the administration. This explains why hundreds and thousands 
niaunds of rice and foodgrains are spoiled and are sold as fodders wdiile 
people die of hunger, and according to one new\spaper report 0,000 maunds 
of foodgianis stored in Botanical Gardens had completely decomposed giving 
obnoxious smell and polluting the atmos])here of the locality and was not 
(‘ven fit for animal fodder. This is the reason that in foodgrains trading 
operation crores are lost due to inexperience or lack of honesty or both 

on the part of the officers and those appointed as food procuring agents. 
Last year peoj)le W’ere ilying of hunger, this year there is cloth famine. 
Even (Vntral (L>veinment has become callous to the needs of the people of 
this province. While other provinces are getting 1(1/20 yards per head 
Bengal is allotted 10 yards per head, as if Bengal is deserted. The reason 
is that they have lost confidence in the Government of this province as 
quota for the cloth so far supplied has not been properly distributed. One 
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wonders thal; the Government which maintain efficient Intelligence Depart- 
ment and are fully aware of political ideas of the people in remotest corner 
of Bengal are helpless in detecting unpardonable crimes which are daily 
committed in the blackmarkets perhaps with the connivance of the Supply 
Department under a reputed popular Minister. The truth is that whole 
administrative machinery is seething with corruptions and bribery unheard 
of before. 

In my humble opinion time has come to call a halt to party politics in 
Bengal and we should all combine to piit our own lumse in orcler before we 
ask others to help us. We should combat the evils of corruptions and 
eradicate bribery with all force at our command and this is only possible 
wffien we get rid of one party (iovernment and we ])ut our Jit'ads together 
for national suflerings instead of placating our party members. Only after 
establishing an all-party Coalition Government we can make strong rc'presen- 
tation not only to India Government but also to India Office at London 
whose directions are follow'ed in India, to come to the lescm* of Bengal, 
not in haphazard manner but substantially so that Bengal may stand uj^on 
its own legs. 

As I have said before, the sull'ering of the people of this province and 
huge expenditure incurred is to a large extent due to the proximity of this 
province to w^ar zone and denial jjolicy which rightly or wrongly was ])ursiuMl 
in the interest of India's safety. Therefoie, whole India is morally and 
legally bound for making up the financial loss suiVered by tin* p(‘ople of 
this province. But I do not think that the ]>arty in j)ower will co-op(‘rate 
in a Coalition Government and therefore I would ask His M\c(*lh‘ncy the 
Governor to apply section and govern this province with the h(*l]> of 
experienced honest advisers of his choice. It is a matit*!* of common 
knowledge that under the present constitution Governor of a province* is 
armed w’ith ample power to dismiss a Minister or wffioh* Ministry, whose 
conduct is not conducive to popular interest, not only for maijiteminci* of 
law' and order in the province but also to save the i)(‘o])le from total extim;- 
tion at the hands of the opportunists and s(‘if-s(‘(‘kcrs. If I Ik* Governor of 
Sind can sack AIla-Bux Ministry for expr(*ssing an opinion by tiu* Premier, 
w'hich in his opinion w^as dangerous for the security of the Biovince, w h> 
cannot Mr. Gasey w'ho must be sorely dis.satisfied wdth tlie piesent Ministry, 
dismiss his incapable Ministers, and (*arn the gratitmh* of many millions 
of Hindus and Miissalmans, wdio are suffering untold miseries for their 
inefficiency, to say the least. I have full confidence that as soon as this 
House and the Low'er House are prorogued by His Excellency flu* (iov(‘iiior 
and section is a])plied, on the om* hand i)ribery and corruption will he 
things of the past or at least definitely on the warn*, ami on tlie oth(*r 
the obstructing party and its suj)porters realizing their i)ersonaI loss, if not 
national honour, wdll submit to Goalition (iov(‘rrnm*rd wdiieh is tin* su|)reme 
need of the hour. 

I may add that the desperate situation which pr(‘vails in tin* country calls 
for an all-out effort and this can only lie done if an atmosphere of mutual 
goodw'ill and respomsibilily is created, so that all c.ommunities and all sec- 
tions may work together for the cominon good. In abnonnal times like the 
present no party Government can lead the province* to prosperits. All 
schemes of relief and rehabilitation and improvern(*nt of the ceinditioiis of 
the masses are bound to fail. Famine conditions are still eibtaining in the 
Province, death-rates from diseases due to malnutrition are the same as in 
194-3. Therefore, Sir, I do not support tin* Budget as presented by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

MrSi K* D’ROZARIO: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I would like to thank 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the pains he lias taken in prestmting his 
Budget statement in a form that makes the broad issues easily understand- 
able, and to express the hope that his example will make a precedent for the 
future. Among the many points he has touched on there is one which has 
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aroused my special interest. I refer to the establishment of a division for 
enforcement and public relations in the expansion of the Civil Supplies 
Department. Sir, unless this division, justifies its creation very shortly, I 
am afraid, that however w'ell conceived Government’s other plans for 
alleviating the civil supplies situation may be, they will fail to arouse 
popular enthusiasm or co-operation. The pf>sition today is most unsuond 
and iinsaiisfaclory. The machinery for food rationing is not working 
smoolhly, as il ought. The quality of the commodities offered in the pub- 
lic ration sho])s is very poor, rice in particular. 1 would like to mention 
her(‘ lhat the ])ersons who run thes(* ration shops, according to reports that 
}iav(‘ reached me, a])p<‘ar U) lie lacking in any sense of duty and courtesy 
towards the public, ('loth is almost unobtainable to persons of slender 
means, and th(‘ controlled charges for tailoring are absurdly high. The 
black mark(*t continues its scandalous oi)erations almost opcuily. 

1 am aware of the force of the argument that in the last resort it rests 
with the public to ex])ose the hoarder, ])rofiteer, and corrupt operator, but 
how is on(‘ to exjdain th(‘ .scheming reliudance of the man in the street to 
act according to this ])rinciph‘. Surel\ it must arise from his hack of 
conviction in the effectiveness of official action. 

If, therefoK', euforccuneni is to suc{*eed, something better than merely 
advising the j)ublic to repoit <‘ases to th(‘ nearest police-station is called 
for. (jiov(‘rnin(‘iit must salisfv the public that the time and trouble involved 
ar(^ worth while. I thercd'ort* look forward hojadully to th(‘ functioning of 
this new division in a inanmu' that will ca])lure tin* imagination and su])port 
of the general ])ublic. Sir, (‘very twelv(‘ montlis on this occasion ot tin' 
]ires(mtation of the lludget, I find mys(df r(‘verting to two subj(‘cts ov(‘r 
which it s(M‘ms almost impossible to evoke any fitting res])onse from the 
d(‘partments c,onc(‘rned. 

Tltc first subje(d is that of civil sick nursing in the Province, liast 
year I dwelt at some length on the miserable comlitioiis and t(‘rms of 
servi(*e undcT’ which (nir nurs(‘s are exjx'cted t(» cairy out their veiy (‘xa(*t- 
ing* dutif's. It is not surprising to learn that mai)\ nur.ses, and these are 
usually th(‘ more capable on(‘s, are abandoning their calling for th(‘ more 
phuisant and lucrativt' ofienings obtainable (*lse\A hen*. I (*annot understand 
bow Governm(‘nt (*xpects its ambitious scht'mes ioi medical relief to succ(*ed 
unless l)ack(‘d b.\ an <*fiici(‘nt and contented nursing organisation. T would 
suggest to the Honourable IMinister that this subj(‘(*t should b(* given tlie 
imnudiate attention it des(*rves, if the juiblic is to derive the maximum 
benelits from the large* sums of mon(*y to lu* sp(*nt on (dvil hospitals. 

The second subject 1 wisii to reft‘r to is that of Anglo-Indian Education. 
It would ajipear tliat Govt'rnmenl is unwilling to do more than mt'et its 
statutory obligation in budgeting for this departm(‘nt wheih is so vital to 
the community. Meanwhile the di'arth of teacheis (‘ontinues. Moreover 
[the ])olicy of reeiuisitioning sclnnd premises has given ri.se to grave unsettle- 
ment as a result of the disp(‘rsal of tin* ])U])ils. T will confine my remarks 
on tl is point to expr(‘ssing the hope that this process has now reached its 
limit, and that the aulhoriti(\s will o}>j)ose any furth(*r encroachments on our 
scho( Is. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deputy President, T must at the outset 
make it clt*ar that in criticising the budget statement at the fag end of the 
discussion, it i> not my ])urpose to go into the details which have, I have 
no doubt, al]ea(b\ Ix'en discussed amply in the House by previous speakers. 

1 am al.so unfortunate in that I was not able to listen to the many valuable 
suggestions Avhich must have been made by members on this side of the 
House. In discussing the budget, 1 propose to follow to some extent the 
pi'ocedure which has been adopted by the Hon'ble the Finance Minister. 
At the very outset of his speech he state.s that he does not want to follow 
the usual procedure but would attempt to give only a general picture of 
the budget and confine himself only to a few salient features. If we follow 
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the statement clearly, we shall find that he has on the whok adhered to 
that nrogramme. I will not complain of his language. We in this House 
and ^ewhere know that he has the art of saying beautifully things which, 
if they had been stated more blankly and nakedly, would have shocked 
people by the picture that they presented. He certainly has the gift of 
words. We in this HouSe know that he has also the ^ift of eloouence. 
He has to a certain extent got away with the presentation of a budget 
which, if it had been presented by somebody else, would have provoked very 
much more criticism than has actually been the ‘case. He certainly knows 
how to present a poor case in a well-garnished manner. I neither intend 
nor have I the capacity to follow him in that line. 

I will attempt to underline some of the things he has omitted and draw 
pointed attention to some features of the budget where he has attempted to 
gloss over the financial picture of the province. Certain things stand out 
very clearly. There are two aspects of the budget presented in this House. 
There is, first, the political aspect of the budget as a whole. I think every 
member of this House will agree that this is nothing but a political budget. 
It is more a political budget than anything else. Perhaps we have not had 
such a politit^al budget for a long time. Different people have ehara<*teri»ed 
budgets of different years in different ways. My friend the Finance 
‘Minister’s budget may be characttTrised as an unabashed political budget. 
Even the name chosen by him has a political significance. He said it is 
a budget for rehabilitation. It is more a political rehabilation than an 
economic or vital rehabilitation of the province. 

The budget passes over and ignores many of the drawbacks and the 
deficiencies in the programmes or policies followed last year. It holds out 
promise of things which again perhaps at the end of the year will remain 
mere promises. We may be told that on account of the ciicumstances over 
which the Finance Minister had no control, they could not be carried out. 

There is another side of the picture — the picture of the budget so far 
as it deals with the actual problems of the province. I propose to deal with 
them separately. I would take the political aspect of the budget first. 
Under the different heads in which the buclgeted expenditure has been 
allotted, it is clear that there is a strong desire — and I do not question the 
desire — there is a genuine desire to do some good to one’s owui political 
partisans. Both in intention and performance, consideration of outstand- 
ing problems have been directed and governed more by political considera- 
tion than by any other factor. 

. We may take up any one of the problems which have become so serious 
in the course of the last few years. There is the problem of lack of food, 
there is the problem of want of clothing, there is the problem of destruction 
of the small-scale industry. Together they threaten rural Bengal with 
ruin. Sir, I recently visited Baburhat, which may be called the Manchester 
of Bengal, an area which the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of Commerce and 
Industry knows very well and wdth which he has many connections. I 
found there that during the last 20 or 26 years a large rural industry lias 
grown up. Baburhat is known to almost every member of the House. Most 
of the men there were cultivators. They are not weavers by caste. They 
took to weaving on a small scale in order to supplement their meagre income 
as a result of the great political movement in the early twenties of this 
century. I had occasion to visit Baburhat; I was told that Baburhat is the 
marketing centre for nearly two lakhs of weavers. I cannot vouchsafe for 
the figures. From the figures available locally, — Government do not supply 
us with statistics, Shere is always some margin between their figures and 
the actual figure , — 1 was told that about 2 lakhs of weavers who depended 
on the local market are sitting idle 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How long will you take Mr. KabirP 
Mr. HUMAY4JN KABIR: I will take some time. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then you had better continue your 
speech on the next day. I would now request the Leader of the House to 
announce to which date the House should be adjourned and what would be 
the business. 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The House would certainly be adjourned till tomorrow and, as you have 
given ruling that no other subject could be discussed before budget is 
finished, discussion on budget will continue. We shall arrange to have the 
necessary orders from His Excellency. In this connection, I may mention 
one fact. When this programme of business was circulated to the honour- 
able members a month ago, the honourable members in the Opposition could 
see at that time that 3 fkys h^d been allotted for the general discussion of 
the Budget and if they had brought this fact , to the notice of Government 
that previously there used to be 4 days’ discussion on Budget and there was 
no reason this year for a reduction in the number of days, much of this 
inconvenience could have been avoided. However, Sir, as you have held 
that the general discussion of the Budget should be continuous, we shall 
discuss the Budget tomorrow also. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In that case, Professor Kabir, might 
continue his speech tomorrow. J now ‘adjourn the House till 1-30 p.ui. 
tomorrow. ' 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 1st March, 
1945. 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 28th 
February, 1945; — 

(1) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(2) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(3) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Mr, R. W. N. Ferguson, 

(5) Mr. 3. S. Graham. 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Maulqna Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

.(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(12) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

(13) The Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945— No. 8. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 1st March, 1945, at 1-30 p.m., being 
the eighth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section 62(5)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aiidul Hamid Chovvdhuhy, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 


Point of Information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. With 
reference to my short-notice (question regarding Sj. Satin Sen’s hunger- 
strike in connection with tlie treatment oi T.B. prisoners, the Hon’blo the 
Leader of the House promised to replj^ thereto 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Home Minister will make a 
reply to your short-notice question on Monday. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, are there no questions to-day? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No, there is no question to-day. T 
want to take up items II and 111 in the Ordek Paper, namely, “Laying of 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1944, 
before the Councir’ and “Presentation of Supplementary Estimates, 1944-45,” 
after general discussion of tlie budget is c.omduded. Now, the House will 
resume the general discussion of the budget. 

General discussion of budget. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, yesterday, in 
opening my discussion on the Budget Statement pn^sented ])y Ihe Hoiride 
Finance Minister, 1 wjis sasing tliat the most significant feature in this 
budget is its ])olitical cliaracter. I think tbat it is this ])oIitical cliara(‘ter 
which overshadows tlie whole composition of his budget speech and gives 
colour to the statement as a whole. I propose to refer to the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister himself to bring out how he has allowed 
this political consideration not only to influence, but one might say over- 
whelmingly influence, the formation of tlie Budget statement of the year. 

On page 13 of the statement which was circulated here, he refers to ihe 
“grand procession of figures’’ in tlie region of a little over 01 croros wbich 
“is the measure of the impact of war on Bengal”. He goes on to comment 
that this impact of war on Bengal has influenced Bengal’s finances in a 
manner of which we ran find no conipariatm in any other Indian province; 
he also feels, as he has himself stated in a laf(*r page of his staieinent, that 
any demand we might make from the Centre for assistance in the expenses 
incurred in connection with the war, is more akin to the claim for compen- 
sation in a court of law. It is not an unconscionable demand;, it is not an 
appeal merely to the mercy of the Central Government, even though ihe 
Finance Minister has at times, when he has looked at the ruin whicli 
surrounds him in Bengal — ruined politically, ruined agriculturally and 
ruined industrially — and the ruin which has affected the very quality of the 
life of the people of this province, he has felt that it is meet and propec that 
lie should don the weeds of woe. 

I certainly sympathise with him in his desire, for the picture which 
he finds all round iiim will make any one desire to don the weeds" of woe; 
15 
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but unfortunately for hiiiiflelf, he cannot, deserve our sympathy. Another 
statement which he makw at the very next jjag^e reveals his responsibility 
for the miserable cjondition in which he finds himself today. There will 
be sympatliy for the conditions throughout the province, but not for the 
causes which have led to this condition, and we find that Ihe conditions are 
very largely of his own making. Towards the coucdusion of his statement 
which has been circulated, he says tliat “the distressing thought which is 
uppermost in iny mind this afternoon is that Bengal will face the problem 
of reconstruction wilhout that seif-asffurance which Ihe other major Provinces 
and States of India have been able to acquire”. 

I ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister to undertake a scrutiny of his own 
heart, to institute a searching examination inlo liis own mind as to why it 
is that he should be troubled with the distressing thought that Bengal today 
cannot face the problem of rehabilitation and re(;onstruction with that 
degree of self-assurancu* which "other major Provinces and States of India 
have been able to acquire!' In spite of the fact that the Finance Minister 
himself feels, and I think every member in this House will agree with 
him that the (daim of Bengal is one for compensation rather than for com- 
passion, for b(‘aring the burdens imposed upon Bengal by conditions over 
which Bengal had no coiitnd, the Finance Minister is afraid that Bengal 
today cannot, press ,her claims. In this demand for compensation he is 
within his rights ; yet why is it that in making this demand he himself 
either dons the WH»ed of w'oe or marches to the Central Government ai)pear- 
iiig as a supplicant!' Even wdien he goes to the Centre, why is it that lie 
\yill go there not with a feeling of assurance, but diflideiitly : w ith a 
divided heart and without that assurance whicli is indispensable if we. r(‘ally 
want to imjirove ihe conditions which obtain in Bengal today!' 1 ask him — 
W'hy is it that he must don the weed of w^ot**' Why is it that he must needs 
go to the (k'litre asking for coinjiassion when he could demand compensation 
with a bold heart and a clean hand!' 1 ask the Ilon’ble Finance Minister 
t<» consider why is it that he does not fet*! the strength of the wdiole of 
p(diti(‘al Bengal united behind him in making a demand wdiich 1 think 
every party in this House will agree is a legitimate demand!' AVho has 
created this division K 

I said at the very outset that the governing feature of the budget is its 
political character and tbis piditical character has a curious shape. On one 
side, this political character of the budget makes liim diffident before the 
other provinces, makes him a supidicant and a supplicant without confidence 
so far as the Centre is concerned. I am quoting his own statement, Sir, 
the statement which he has himself made, tbat he cannot go to the Centre 
with that self-assurance which other Provinces and States of India have 
been able to acquire. Can he deny that this diffidence and lack of assurance 
is due to divisions and disunions in the ]>olitical life of Bengal.^ I will 
not say that the Finance Minister has created all such differences, but can 
he deny that he is partially responsible for perpetuating them? 

These divisions have placed Bengal in a position ..today where Bengal 
cannot press her demands either before the Centre or before the bar of 
public opinion with confidence. Therefore, the Finance Minister’s attitude 
IS an attitude of defeatism so far as help from outside is concerned. With 
regard to the other aspect, — the internal political picture of the budget — 

1 have no quarrel \yith the purposes of many of his disbursements. Men, 
irrespective of their political opinion, wdll welcome the principles he has 
generally formulated ; out the pyoint is — are tbe.se amounts w’hich are being 
disbursed being spent properly? Does the practice correspond with the 
profession? I3q we not find tjie spectre of political considerations and the 
fihadrtw^ of political manoeuvering necessary for satisfying particular parties 
casting a gloom over fair prospects? Do we not find almost under every 
head items which are ostensibly for good purposes, but which have been 
spoiled because of the bad use made of the money? 
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The Finance ilinister lias provided money for the “Grow more food 
taiiipaign”. Ma5' I ask him to enquire from his own colleagues whether 
money under this head is being proi^rly spent? Whether we do not find 
wastage and naisuse of the opportunities which ciroumstances have placed 
])ef()re Government? Are Government not simultaneously eating into the 
meagre resources which this province have at the time? I will give one or 
two examples. The Bengal Government are building State orphanages and 
M) far as State orphanages are concerned, it is a good idea. But the Hou'ble 
Minister concerned sliould consider not only the money spent over them, but 
also their sites. Does he know that these orjihanages are being built oo 
good agricultural land, not he(‘ause other land is not available, but out of 
ulterior and often discreditable motives? 

In my owti district, tliere is a large area, a liealthy area suitable for the 
purpose, and I would ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture to 
deny whether that area is not a suitable one. Yet, for political and party 
considerations, in order to satisfy some henchmen of the present Ministry, 
tlmt site has to be changed; and even though large tracts are available 
within the district, very near to the town, within a couple of miles, 
iliousands of bighas of land are lying fallow, instead of using this high 
land, valuable agricultural land has to he acquired for the orphanage. I 
am sure that the Agriculture Minister will bear me out that this is not the 
only example. 1 hoj)e 1 am not giving out any secret when I say that even 
with regard to the scheme of cattle improvemeni in the province, large areas 
have been acciuired and 1 liave it from very liigli authority thai some of the 
land taken is cultivable land. Bengal is today in dire want of food. More 
land is reciuired for cultivation. Is this the time when valuable land — arable 
land sliould b(‘ diverted into either orphanages or pasture grounds? 1 hope 
the Hon’blt* Minister for Agriculture will take note of the serious conse- 
(liience if valuable agricultural lands are diverted in that manner. Other 
lands lying fallow could he us<m 1 to much better eft'ect for these purposes, 
l.s tliis the way in wliich the good intentions of the Hon’ble tlie Finance 
Minister will be translated into action? 

Again, take tlie case of procurement and distribution of foodgrains. We 
find that one of the liiggest items in the budget refers to tlie procurement 
and distribution of foodgrains. We are told l)y the Hon’ble tlie Finance 
Minister that the total loss for transactions will be over Its. 22 crores. The 
reasons wliich arc given may be classified into two groups, namely, some are 
natural and iiievitalile, that is, loss and wastage due to natural circaimstances 
like the natural deterioration in tlie quality of the stocks; but there are 
other factors which are controllable. 1 would ask the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister wliether he can justify these losses even to himself? When the 
prices are gradually moving downwards he is still charging the same price 
as before. Gan he justify to himself that losses were incurred on account 
of tlie lower rates ^'barged from the public? Will he give the actual lose 
ill the transaction, both the purchase rates and the rates at which the food- 
grains were sold? The experience of the public is, on the contrary, that 
everywhere the control prices of the Government have been higher than the 
rates wliich obtain in the market today. 

I ask the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister, I ask every member of the 
Cabinet, to consider whether they were jirstified in allowing the foodatuffd 
to rot while ihe people of the province were starving? Is it not a fact that 
during the dark days of 1943, there were in the Government godowns large 
accumulated stocks which were not released even though the people were 
dying from starvation? Is it not a fact that in 1944 tile large quantities 
of wheat which the Punjab Government sent to Bengal were allowed to 
deteriorate and decompose? Is it not a fact that decomposed wheat was 
sent to chemical examiners to see whether they Oould be of any use? I ask 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to consider for himself why these things 
happened. Were smdi incidents due to the fact that agents’, who had no 
experience in the line, were given contracts for political considerationo 
rather than in consideration of business efficiency? 
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Large sums of money have been spent on relief but through agencies 
which are unreliable. No doubt moneys were provided, but they were not 
properly utilised. This could happen because this Cabinet depends upon a 
very sectional support, upon the support of a particular group buttressed by 
the neo-Muslim League party, otherwise known as the European party. 
The Ministers feel that they can continue with the support of this neo- 
Muslim League Party and run the administration. I ask the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, who is a man, I know, of sensitiveness, I ask him to say 
whether he can justify to his own conscience the steps they took to withhold 
the supplies when the peojde were starving. There were medicines which 
Were available in the province but they could not be distributed at the 
proper moment and at the appropriate time. 

Now, Sir, take the textile position of the province. I made a passing 
reference yesterday to the textile position so far as the weavers are concern- 
ed. I would ask every member of the Cabinet to answer my questions to 
himself. Very often si)eeches have a political tinge and do not make the 
proper impression upon the minds of the Hon^ble Ministers. Therefore, I 
ask them to answer to themselves whether they can justify the present 
textile position in Bengal. 

I know there is shortage of yarn, but here also Government have not 
done anything substantial to improve the situation. Yesterday I was 
referring to Baburhat, otherwise known as the Manchester of Bengal. A 
largo number of weavers, indigenous weavers, not only supply their own 
needs but also supply a great portion of the needs of rural Bengal. Have 
the Hon’ble Ministers enquired, have they taken the trouble to send either 
one of the Ministers concerned or one of the Parliamentary Secretaries to 
see what is the actual condition in this area? Are not people starving 
there? Is it not a fact that the people of this locality are even harder hit 
to-day than they were in the dark famine days of 1943? They have some- 
how survived the food famine of 1943. They have struggled through the 
difficult days of 1944. But the cloth famine of 1945 — and these are people 
who are dependent for their very .sustenance on weaving — is going to finish 
them . 

It is not merely a case of the loss of life and sustenance of these weavers, 
it is also a grave danger to the economic life of rural Bengal. It is a 
(uise wlierc tin' n^'eds of a very large proportion of the people in the rural 
Ureas will no longer be satisfied. 1 ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister and 
his colleagues in the Cabinet to consider why is it so? Why is it again 
that they cannot control the corruption and the bribery and the inefficiency 
which is rampant all around? They have themselves admitted it and higher 
authorities in this Province also have admitted it. The state of public 
morals, the state of the morale of the officials, the general tone of the 
udiniiiistration is lower than it has been at any time perhaps within remem- 
bered memory. Why is it that the Hon^blo Finance Minister and his 
colleagues are unable to check it? Is it because they must depend upon 
sectional sui)j)ort? Is it because they feel that they must at any cost 
maintain their Ministry and that they must at any cost satisfy their own 
'8upi)orters ? I ask the Hon^ble Finance Minister and his colleagues to 
ponder this question to themselves and give an answer for themselves even 
though I know that they will not give a proper answer on the floor of this 
’Hi)use. 

Sir, the same story is repeated in the programme of irrigation and boat 
construction. About boat construction, the less said the better. We know 
|the hurry and the lack of consideration which was shown at the time of the 
destruction of boats. ^ Must they show the same lack of consideration and 
niirry in distribution of the boat contracts? I ask the Hon’ble Finance 
^Minister to reply if he himself is satisfied with these contracts. Have the 
^construction of boats been deputed to the proper persons? Is it not a fact 
that the supporters of Government and even members of the Legislature 
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liave OTerniglit blossomed into boat-builders and contractors? Members of 
the Legislature, if they are normally in the trade, if they are businessmen 
hy tradition, by their habits, and by their past association, would be entitled 
to get these contracts as any other normal tradf^rs. Is it not a fact that 
within the short interval of time which it takes in changing one’s position 
on the floor of this House and transferring one’s seat from one corner of the 
House to another, we have found that certain members have been transform- 
ed into boat contractors and boat builders? Can the ITon’ble Finance 
^Minister satisfy himself tliat this kind of sudden blossoming into boat 
])uilders on the part of tlie lionoiirable members of the Bengal Legislature 
is either justified or defensible? 

Sir, again there is the question of irrigation. Here it is moie on a matter 
of policy that 1 would like io speak. Here also the grounds of criticism 
A\ill be strong enough. Is it right that in the present condition you should 
liove the small irrigation i)r()jects taken up by individual agencies who are 
(dten unable to visualise the needs and the requirements of this province? 
H is not like a piecemeal and ramshackle construction of roads? Arb 
district boards, local boards and union boards the proper authorities for 
undertaking these irrigation projects? Is it not a fact that unless there is 
a centralised agency, this sort of irrigation will very often do more harm 
tlian good? 

I have been saying from the very beginnijig of my speech that the colour 
ot the present budget is wholly political. On the One hand there is a 
d(‘fensive attitude so far as the Centre is concerned; there is a defensive 
attitude so far as tlie general public are concerned, there is a defensive 
altitude so far as any project of reconstruction and rehabilitation is con- 
cerned. On the other hand, there is their attitude of patronage, their 
attitude of blandishment, their attitude of sweet equanimity, and sweet 
atfableness so far as partisans and supporters of tlie present Ministry are 
concerned. I know that in the name ot a stable Ministry many crimes are 
perpetrated. I know that my friends to my lefi, namely, the Eurojiean 
party, have always one defence. They want a stable Ministry and they will 
never enter into a combination where there i« the least doubt of stability. 
They must have a stable Ministry but must it be an Auge*an Stable Ministry? 

It lies with the llon’ble Ministers tlnunselves to strimgthen their 
positioTi. Their position before the Centre is weak, their position before the 
public is weak. So far as any jirograinme of construction and rehabilitation 
is concerned, they are weak beiuiuse they are divided. They are divided 
because they try to stand alone, because they stand only for partisans and 
jiartyinen and such support is very often purchased. If instead, they had 
a boldness of vision, if they Jiad the (courage to come forward and appeal 
for I'o-operation from all sections of the House, I think the jiolitical land- 
scape would have changed. So long, I know there wa-s one plea. 
Unfortunately the Hon’ble the Chief Minister is not here today, because 
he would be in a better position to answer this particular point than 
the Finance Minister. So long the plea was that the Muslim League was 
not prepared to enter into coalition with non-Muslim lieaguer for purposes 
of Government. But even this last leg has gone. The Europeans support 
the present Ministry today and prevent the formation of a coalition Ministry 
between the League and the other Muslim and non-Muslim parties. In 
spite of all the tall talks of Mr. Jinnah and the protests, of his supporters, 
Biat policy of non-co-operation is altogether gone today. I would ask the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin to deny, if he can, whether in December 1941 be 
was not negotiating with other Muslim parties in order to form a coalition 
cabinet in this province in which non-I^eague Muslims would also be 
represented? That coalition did not materialise and he went into the 
Opposition. Later he found that with the help of the European party in 
the House he would be a,ble to carry on the administration even if he 
Ignored all other sections of the legislature. It was only then that the 
League party developed a new sensitiveness and beiran to sav that the 
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Muslim League could not enter into coalition with any other Muslim party. 
Sind has proved that it is possible to form a Muslim Cabinet with Muslims 
of all parties. The Punjab has also proved that, and the Frontier Province, 
before perhaps a fortnight is out, will again prove that this protest ou 
behalf of the Muslim League is to be regarded like the protest of the “lady 
who protests too much*’. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Mr. Deputy President, I do 
not intend to introduce any heat into today’s discussion of the budget like 
my friend Mr. Kabir and others. The budget which has been presented to 
us is a continuation of the tale of our sorrow. What happened in Bengal 
in 11)43 is still continuing. The year 1945-4() does not give us any hope of 
things getting into proper order. But all the same, the budget does indicate 
that great efforts are being made by the present Government to put the 
country on its legs. The activities of the Government in the different 
departments liave been appreciated and admitted by friends and foes alike. 
Even my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir cxmlil not refrain from saying that 
the steps taken by the Gc»veriiment constitute a move in the right direction. 
•But he found fault with the method of their execution. That seems to be 
the only conijilaint which my friend has against the Government. So far 
as the Ministers ar^t* (toncerned, they are struggling through very dilficiilt 
situation, hut the difficulties of the situatif)n liave not deteuTed them from 
pursuing the jirogramme whicdi they have undertaken. For me it is neces- 
sary to point out tliat J liave not Ihmui satisfied witli the way in which the 
Civil Supplies Department budget has been presented before the House. It 
has been a (‘oinmon (complaint in this House and elsewhere that the method 
of presenting the figures in this House is such that it is not possible to 
pass any judgment over them. This remark ajiplies specially to the food 
purchase organisation. The amounts spent hav(» been put in a lumj). The 
Government itself or the executive officers who are responsible for carrying 
out this pidicy will not be able to say, — unless they get facts and bring them 
before tin* House. — what stejis should lie taken to prevent the enormous 
loss that has been incurred. It has not been made clear except in the 
matter of wheat as to what is the total (*ost of some of the departments, 
e.g., iSupfily l)e])artmen1 , Police Department, etc. The House is entitled 
to know and the public would like to know the aidual amount of loss 
under this head. There is nothing to show what is the loss on account of 
the destruction or deterioration in the (piantity of food. That is essential, 
because unless we know the amount of actual loss and also the stejis that 
have been taken to prevent wastage, how <*an we say whether it was justi- 
fied or not. The wastage under this head is the major item of wastage. 
Unless we know that, we cannot say that there should be moi-e vserious 
eft'ort to prevent the wastage or loss on tha't account. Therefore, it is 
essential for us to have a clear idea as regards the trading operations of the 
dejiartment. According to the system so long followed, purchases were made 
througli (jovernment agents; but we ought to know whether these agents 
are resjionsible for delivering the quantity at the purchasing centre. If 
they are responsible for delivering at the purchasing centre, then we would 
naturally like to know what is the Government organisation for transporting 
it from the purchasing centre to the delivery area. What particular steps 
Lave been taken in order to check it? Then, another point that needs 
looking into is the system of payment that is now in vogue at this stage 
by the permanent officers of the department, namely, if payments are being 
made against bills and railway receipts and not against actual stocks. I 
lay stress on this matter because the difference between the two is very 
serious. In one case there may be payment ou bills which may have been 
inflated or on railway receipts which may have been manipulated and there 
may be less quantity than what has been shown in the bills. Therefore, it 
is essential that the^e different stages should be carefully watched and 
organised. I admit, and every one who has an unbiassed niind to apply to 
this problem must admit, that it is an enormous task that has been thrown 
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upon the permanent officers of the department who have never had th 
training in trading. Indeedj there can be no denying the fact that the; 
have been asked to execute the full scheme all too suddenly and it woub 
be too much to expect that the entire organisation tor maintaining the civi 
supplies would be put in perfect order in siuli a short time. But time ha 
come when we should be able to 8<'t up a morr* sound and workable organisa 
tion and the more quickly we do this, the better. 1 have always pleadei 
that it is essentia] when the administrative departments are called upon ti 
carry on such huge commercial schemes, they should have by their side i 
body which might be called an advisory body consisting of meu drawn fron 
different walks of life. The Central Government has got this and we als( 
have got these bodies in the districts and subdivisions but we slumld als( 
have such a body here. If we had such a body here, they could criticist 
tile Government’s programme and line of action and they <M)uld immensely 
profit by tlieir advice. There is nothing at jiresent to check whether j 
particular scheme of ])rocurement or a partic'ular system of jirocuremen 
which had been adojited previously is still workable or not. There ii 
nothing to tell us whether the present (xovernment agents are economicalb 
procuring the various ( ommodities. Therefore, immediate steps should lx 
laken to bring about a cdiaiige which may improve things. It may 1h 
argued that this method would not be in accordance with the Governmen 
tradition. Because, once they have adojded a scdieme they t'arry on witl 
it till somebody else comes to tbeir rescue and says that this cannot la 
continued any longer with safety. This sort of rigidity is not allowtul ii 
commendal organisations. They introduce a cliange with (|uickn(‘ss aiu 
alertness if they can be sure that the new method would imjirove businesi 
immensely. 

Xow, Sir, much has been said about the scarcity of clotb and yarn. Sir 
1 have been associated with this (doth scdieme both at the (Vuitre and here 
because I liave becui on the Advisory Board both in the province* as W(*ll ai 
in the (’(‘litre. I must tell the Ifouse that this unfortunate situation ii 
Bengal is due to the fact that this jiarticular trade is tlie mono])oly of i 
small section of jieojih* who do not form part of tliis jirovincc. Theii 
existence, tlieir commerce or industr\ jiroduce* no beneficial cflccls on thii 
Jirovincc: f mean the Marwari (’omniunilx. Th(*y come all the way acrosi 
tlie dt*sert of India from Western India to this jirovincc. They hob 
absolute monojioly so far as the (doth business in Bengal is comjerned. Foi 
the jinvsent (doth scandty, this jiarticular trading (lass is entirely respon 
sible. Efforts have been mad(* from the very beginning by the Centre t( 
keej) these ^larAvari traders under control but that (‘udeavour has faibu 
utterly. We do not grudge them legit iiiiati* jirofit. Give them the profit i 
they are entitled to according to tin* regulation. But at the same time 
jirevent them from having those ojijiort uni ties by whicdi they push flies< 
goods out into the black market. I can tell you, Sir, that there is no kind oi 
cloth which used to be available in Calcutta befor<* this difiicultv arose bui 
whicdi is not available to-day. You can get everything you want in Calcutta 
provided you pay the black market price. Whatever the Hon’ble Minister.^ 
may say, it is the exjHudence of everyone that he cannot buy a jiiece of (doth 
excejit by jiaying three times its jirice. As 1 happen to be associated with 
these committees, some traders ajiproacdied me on Mweral occasions witli 
petitions to give them cloth for their districts. They (‘ame to me and told 
me that so and so are the jieople from whom they used to get their cloth, 
but now although these peojde have got stocks with them they deny that 
these stocks belong to them 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Wliat is the Civil 
Supplies Minister doing? 

Mr. HAMipUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As I have already told you, 
the Civil Supplies Minister has been over-burdened with work. A very big 
department is on his shoulder, and he has not been able to devote all hie 
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time for this purpose, although he works from 9 o’clock in tlie morning to 
G o’clock in the evening. The Textile Advisory Committee, on which a 
large number of marwaries sit, have recently recommended that the Govern- 
ment should take over the entire stock as they have done in the case of rice 
and other foodgrains and then distribute it through the usual trade channel. 
This should be done before you have been able to initiate a scheme of 
rationing by a system of cards, because the introduction of rationing in 
respect of cloth by the sysiem of cards which has been so glibly spoken of 
by my honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji will be a much 
more difficult task than in the case of foodgrains. I am told, Sir, that there 
are about 20,000 varieties of cloth, and at least 15,000 varieties of cloth are 
in demand and sold in the markets of Bengal. Therefore, rationing each 
variety of cloth according to the needs of the people would require effort 
and capacity whitdi may baffle us for some time, but it is not absolutely 
insoluble. The western countries have done it with their experience of the 
past, and we ought to be able to do it, if not in two months at least in one 
year. I’lierefore, as the difficulties are certain to continue, it is high time 
that Government should put the entire organisation into force. Bihar, Sir, 
has done it. When this scheme was originally recommended, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal v^as in favour of it; but opposition of a very virulent 
character came from Bombay and Alimedabad wliich made the Government’s 
task impossible. This is the motto of most of my friends opposite, and this 
is the motto which their friends from Bombay and Ahmedabad in their 
own interest have persistently followed in practically defeating the efforts 
of the Government of Beng*al in getting the stocks. Now, Sir, the public 
professions of the Government of India officials who have been entrusted 
with the task of control of cloth and their private practice have been at 
variance. The Secretary in the Oivil Supplies Department of the Govern- 
ment of India and the Textile (h)mmissloner, Mr. Yellodi, speaking in 
Bombay said definitely that “it is our conviction that, the trade has not 
played the game, and it is the cloth trade that has been responsible for this 
scarcity of cloth”. But in spite of this profession and the promises that 
they have given, up to now tliey have failed not only in one area, namely, 
in Bengal or in (/alciitta, but throughout India. The Government of Bengal 
wms well inclined towards the traders but the traders being very powerful 
succeeded in corrupting some sections of the people though not all and thus 
introduced black marketing. And a most i)owerful section of the traders 
made Government ilraAv up schemes which would favour them hundred per 
cent, better I ban tlu‘ ])urchasing public. This Government has been trying 
to take steps not in furlherance of their interests but against their interests. 
Therefore, this ])articular Government has been trying not to further the 
interests of the black market but have unfortunately failed. In Bombay in 
s]}ite of the influence and position of the trading community the Govern- 
ment have been compelled to take the desired steps and I dare say that had 
not section of the Government of India Act, 1935, been in operation 
there, probably that would not have been possible, because the Ahmedabad 
and Bombay millowners who are the treasurers of the Congress party would 
not have allowed the Congress Ministry to run away with the interests of 
the trade for protecting the poor man’s interest. That is the position in 
Bombay. It is of the gravest concern to all sections of the House as also to 
the people outside that by this unbalanced situation in trade and commerce 
the very life of the community is going to be throttled while we are thinking 
of post-'war plans. The present position of Bengal is one of desperation. 
Whatever industry and commerce is there in Bengal, Bengal has no share 
in it. Even the petty jobs in trade and commerce which are in other mens’ 
hands are not to be given to the children of the soil. The biggest indus- 
trialists are the Europeans and they have got the monopoly of a large 
number of trades. The biggest of these is jute, and next come coal and tea. 
But after the 1914-18 war, the enormous wealth which the Marwari com- 
munity have been able to earn during those critical years have been freely 
invested in business by them and the Europeans may be said to have ceased 



1945.] 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


141 


to expand further in this province. In fact, excepting in one or two cases, 
like the Imperial Chemicals, etc., I do not think that the Europeans have 
invested money in any new venture within the last 20 years. But there 
has been expansion of industry on a large scale. But who are these indus- 
trialists? None of them belongs to this province. They are certainly not 
the people of the province. Whatever be our political views and whatever 
be our political quarrel, we must see that trade and commerce do not go 
out of our province. We have been compelled to give up trade and com- 
merce. My friends opposite have not raised this question before the House. 
They have not mentioned anything about the pitiable condition of the people 
of the province so far as trade and commerce are (‘oncerned. Mere criticism 
will not do. Look at the list of questions tabled by the honourable 
members of this House. They do not evince any interest so far as the 
trade and commerce are cojicerned. So far as the trade and commerce are 
concerned, we Hindus and Muslims are equally disinterested. But in all 
these questions it has been asked whether communal ratio has or has not 
been violated. We are fighting over communal ratio only. The Muslim 
community had been deprived of all the services under the Executive up to 
the year 1938-39 and we were told by our Europs'an friends and their Hindu 
partners that efficiency was the only (‘riterion for public appointments: so on 
and so forth- Now that false propaganda has to be forgotten. This 
unbalanced state of affairs should cease and it should be the concern of 
all, — friends or enemy of the (lovernment. It should be the first duty of 
all to work side by side in order to remedy this un]>recedented expansion 
of investment by non-Bengalee capitalists. The earning of this class of 
people between 1939 and 1945 will be, if anything, 10 times of their earning 
of 1914. These people have not only invaded the industrial centres; but 
they have also invaded the rural areas. I had occasion to go to some of the 
villages in the interior — villages where no one would have gone for fear of 
snakes and mosquitoes — and there also the Marwaris have captured the trade 
and commerce. Some of them have invested their money in landed pro- 
perties. Indeed, nearly 400 or 500 acres of land in om^ stretch is being 
reclaimed by some of them in the suburbs of Cabnitta. I am not well up in 
figures, but roughly I think tijat during the last five years this province has 
contributed in direct or indirect taxes to the tune of 500 crores to the Centre 
and the Marwaris have raised aiiolher 500 crores from this province. 
(Mr. Shuish Cuaxdka Chakra vkiiti : What about Jsj)aliani : better say 
non-Bengalees.) Well, Sir, I stand corrected and -say, non-Bengalees — 500 
crores have been taken away by non-Bengal(!es and lias gone into their 
])Ockets. They are not going away with the money and investing the same 
elsewhere; they are investing it here and an; squeezing out llie life of the 
people of this ])r()vince. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: It is the duty of the 
Government to prevent such monopolistic activities which tend to drive the 
general public; out of breath. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Tell us that; demand it. It 
is the dut}^ of the Opposition, it is their privilege to tell the Government 
that these improvements ought to be made. It is well-known that the value 
of cloth alone which is brought inside tlie province from outside is about 
Rs. 100 crores and the profit that is being earned by the wholesalers is 
about Rs. 10 crores. I would challenge anybody to get a pair of cloth 
without the help of police or the Civil Supply Inspector at controlled price. 
In almost all cases, the sellers demand a very high black market price. Now 
imagine, the total profit and for this additional black market price there is 
no sale-tax. Sir, this trade is the monopoly of the Marwaris. They take 
away nearly Rs. 40 to oO crores of rupees every year under this head alone 
and they have other departments of commerce. Any one who is interested 
in it can go and look up the figures of contracts, enormous amount, which 
have been given to these people who have got nothing to do with the 
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Government party or Government supporters. Some of these people are in 
the Opposition. They are tlie beneficiaries of movement contracts or 
purchasing contracts. (Mr. Haridas Majumdar : They give huge amount 
to the Government party.) Possibly it is true and some of them sit next 
to my friend opposite. Now, Sir, their method of business is very bad. I 
have always said that some of those businessmen are utterly corrupt. The 
atmosphere in which they breathe is utterly corrupt. Without being of any 
heJ]) to the country, their wealth is of no socdal advantage to this province; 
on the contrary it is doing a disservice to this province. As I said a 
moment ago, the atmosj)here in which they tlirive is an atmosphere of 
corru])tion. 

In the Civil Supply Department, there are 3(1 carrier and storage con- 
tractors involving a sum of not less than Rs. 20 crores and this sum is 
distributed annually. Out of these 30 contractors, 30 are non-Bengali 
Hindus. Such is the case with boat contractors in which a sum of Rs. 5 
crores is involved. Of these 5 crores, T know for certain that at least 4 crores 
have been given to the Marwaris or up-countrymen. 

Turning to the other figures of the budget, I find that Rs. 35 lakhs have 
been shown against })rocurement of timber. In this connection, the boat 
makers Association apju'oached me and t(dd me that they have formed an 
Asso(;iation called the Bengali Boatmakers Association. They iiiforiiied me 
that (iontraci for timber worth Rs. 35 lakhs have also been given to the 
Marwaris. Well, Sir, this is the jxjsition. This thing certainly requires 
looking after. Some of these people sit with my friends on the opposite. 

Now, as regards some of the activities of the Agriculture Department it 
is gratifying to note that the de])artment has been very active for the last 
two years. One of tlie improvements consists in clianges in the administra- 
tive organisations wdiich have succeeded in bringing new life in the w^ork- 
ing of the entire d(‘])artment . The de])artment has taken in hand many 
scdiemes. In agriculture it is difficult to have the result very quickly, but 
1 am sure that certain aj)preciable indications wdll certainly be there betore 
the year is over. But I should like to sound a note of warning to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture that concentration of their efforts 
round about Calcutta should cease. Bengal does not consist only of the 
suburbs or the districts round about Calcutta. Real Bengal lies far aw^ay. 
The hia stern Bengal retiuires to be looked after, because this is the area 
which is the most thickly jiopulated. Therefore, the Agriculture Depart- 
ment slmuld make these areas the centres of their experiments. 

Now, Sir, as regards the (loveriimenCs scheme for starting a large 
breeding station near (^alcutta, I should say that it is certainly very w'elcoine 
in ])rinci])]e. But J should say that (lovernment should not have selected 
Ranchra})ara, a ]dace near about (adcutta, for this purpose. The real and 
ideal place shoul<l have been near the foot-hills of Chittagong and Garo 
Hills where liigli lands are available and where grazing fields can be acquired 
without affecting the chances of settlement. In Nadia and Jessore, there 
are ])laces w hich should be fille<l up by people from areas wdiich are very 
over-crowded, and so the health and sanitation of these areas should be 
im])roved. Government should have a compreliensive scheme for settling 
people in the sparsely-jxipulated districts by transferring them from the 
crowded areas. As a matter of fact, Sir, I understand that the Government 
of India are very anxious that the Provincial Governments should take up 
some intensive schemes in certain areas from where they have got the 
largest number of recruits, because they are deducting part of the pay from 
each soldier and creating a fund for post-war settlement of these people wdio 
have gone to war. Therefore, J w'ould advise Government to immediately 
acquire and utilise these areas wdiich have become vacant on account of the 
w^ar. 

While on this topic, I may mention one point, namely, that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal should immediately take steps as part of their post-war 
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progrramiiie to liave some legislation by which the indiscriminale setting up 
of industries should he stopped. The primary object of the industries is 
employment, and this can only be provided if the industries are evenly 
distributed throughout Bengal. As a matter of fact, the other day in 1944 
at the last congress of the Russian Socialist Republic, Molotov in his speech 
said that concentration of large industries Ic certain (‘eutres of Russia had 
not unfortunately been fruitful of good results. Therefore, the Soviet 
Government has decided to go back upon its policy. Tlie> are now creat- 
ing zones on the basis of districts which shall have their own industries, 
agricultural organisations and shall be made entirely selt-supporting, for 
the main purpose of giving employment near their homes for the peo]>le 
living there, so that migration by large rural populations into industrial 
centres will be prevented and the development of slums in the midst of 
industrial centres will also be prevented. With these v ^rds, T commend 
tlie efforts tlie Ministry lias made and I also support the lines on which tliey 
have started investigations in many directions. 1 ho])e their aidivities will 
be expanded without reference to the cost that may be involved. 

Mr. LATAFAT H0S8AIN: Mr. Deputy Pivsident, Sir, while discus- 
sing about the budget estimates for ]94o-4(), my attention has been drawn 
to the detailed account No. “27-H — ^(^ivil and Scissions Goiirts”, for tlie 
expenses in the departments and court in the Workmen’s (^om])ensaiion Act 
and the Payment of Wages Act, provision has been made for one Commis- 
sioner, 9 clerks and o servants to run this administration while tlie (\)mmis- 
sioner is to decide issues under these Acts arising in various places 
throughout the Province and also the Commissioner is to decide such issues 
of the Provim e* of Assam. 

From time to time the (commissioner is also to go to Assam and other 
places in his official duty and parties are summoned to a])pear in his court- 
or even they appear .sv/e moln for preferring their own petitions and a])jieals 
for justice tli rough the Commissioner. 

The payment and the compensation sanctioned and jiassed by tiie (Com- 
missioner cannot be paid to the ])arties when they come to his office if the 
Commissioner himself is not pr(*sent. This defers the ])ayment to the 
aggrieved parties and also delays the administration of justi(‘e and decision 
of matters pending Ixd’ore him. AVhile tlie income through this <le])artmeni 
is considerable and tliis dejiartimml is to dis])ose all matters of much 
im])ortance and ])ublic utility, this dejiartment is under-staft'ed as 9 men are 
quite inadequate to attend to these matter.s. 

In the absence of the Commissioner, there should be provision of a 
Registrar wlio should permanently remain at (^alcutta with powers vested 
in him for dealing with matters in the absence of tlie Commissioner. This 
will solve in liquidating the congestion at the said courts and sj>eedy disposal 
of matters. Under the heading of expenditure in the (.’ivil Supply Depart- 
ment, considera})le amount is being spent out of the ])rovincial excheqiKT, 
but it is regretted that althougli the Hon ’hie Minister may try his level 
best to ease the situation, this could not be effected due to proper response 
from the staff below. Cloth .situation in the province is more than 
scandalous and it has lieeonie a matter of immediate attention liy the Govern- 
ment. Even if the provincial (juota allotted by the Government of India 
be properly handled then there is reason to believe that the situation would 
not have been so. Complaints are also pouring in that the staff of the Civil 
Supply Department who were directly responsible for the i>ro])er distribu- 
tion of the matters are hob-nobbing witli the capitalists and importers of 
cloth in Calcutta and even in their presence cloths are going underground 
and passing to black market to the detriment of the intere.st of the bonafide 
consumers, specially the poorer section of the people. In mofussil only 
at the time of a special occasion in October last some cloths were sent and 
another such despatch followed but thereafter at the hue and cry raised by 
the importers and quota holders of cloth in Calcutta, Government have 
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changed their views and modus operandi — leaving the trade exclusively in 
the hands of big mer(3hants of Calcutta, mostly Marwaries like our friend 
Mr. Jaipuria,^ absent today. Governments attempt to get the figures of 
quota from the Marwaries are being frustrated by them for which the 
Government is not in a position to take drastic steps against them although 
threats after threats are being hurled through press communique. For want 
of proper co-operation from these controllers of trade the Government’s 
policy is being baffled. The Government ought to have been given free 
scope in the matter of distribution of cloth in default of which such a stage 
is a necessary corollary. The Marwaries have their fellow countrymen in 
this trade throughout the province and to fix them up alone and to mono- 
polise the trade in their community throughout the province they are 
deferring it from time to time. The retailers at mofussil are not getting any 
advantage of getting supplies from these Marwaries who are refusing supply 
to them on the ground that iheir quotas have not yet been fixed yet. The 
Government’s alternative policy of distributing quota from quota to sub- 
quota basis could not be given effect to as yet as fixation of different quotas 
has not yet been completed. 

For the cremation of the dead bodies of both the communities of the 
province new c^loth is required for wrapping the Hindu dead body and for 
coffin purposes of Muslim dead body, but it is regretted that to add insult 
to injury, even after the sad and melancholy death of one, the relatives find 
it difficult to secure the barest minimum quantity of cloth for this purpose, 
and even when they can procure this they are to purchase the same at 10 
times of tlie fixed price. 

To keep their trade in running condition and to serve their usual 
consumers and customers the mofussil dealers are compelled to purchase 
cloth from Calcutta from the black market, the open market being closed 
to them and with acceleration in the spirit of black-marketing the mofussil 
consumers are to pay dearly the barest quantity of cloth that they require 
to live in a civilised world. 

The attention of tlie Government is drawn to all these facts and for the 
proper justification of tlie expenditure under this head, the Government 
j^hould with a strong hand control tlie staff responsible for the proper 
administration and if that proves to be a failure then all expenditure under 
this head will be mis-spent of public money. In consideration of the 
presimt financial condition of tlie local bodies of tlie province, namely, 
municipalities and corporations, which are deficit in budget estimates for 
the next financial yeai*, synchronising with the deficit budget of the province 
the Government should instead of taking measures for realisation of subven- 
tions and loans to the different local bodies during the coming financial 
year, should make proper and adequate arrangement for further subven- 
tions, contributions, grants and loans without interest to such local bodies 
which are most affected durino* the next financial year due to the present 
war conditions, particularly of the vulnerable areas. 

The allotments in Medical and Charitable Funds should be more so that 
the province after this struggle for the last 6 years can somehow maintain 
the services to the ])ublic through its local bodies and the local bodies in 
its return can get proper and adequate help from the Government. 

In conclusion, my only request to the Government will be to see that 
expenditure earmarked in this budget which make it a deficit one, are pro- 
perly expended and public money be actually expended for public purposes 
and service. 

Rfli Bshfidlir BROJENDRA MOHAN MOITRA” Mr. Deputy President, 
Sir, I met a friend of mine after a long time and enquired of his health as 
usual. I expected the usual answer but contrary to my expecta- 
tion he gave an unusual answer. He replied I could not 

catch the import of his reply and consequently I was puzzled. Healising my 
bewildered state of mind he explained with sadness. There is no food to 
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take, no cloth to wear, no medicine for illness. Hie simple answer reflects 
the state of affairs now obtaining in Bengal. The picture of Bengal is the 
picture of destitution and disease. The past was bad. The present is 
worse and there is no prospect of immediate or remote recovery in the future 
although other sister provinces are piling up resources for post-war recons- 
truction. 

The Finance Minister stated that in the rear 194o-46 Bengal’s actual 
revenue deficit would be 8 crores, but lie could not tell us whether the 
Government of India could come to the aid of this war-worn province. I 
ask him whether it is Bengal’s war. If so how? He has condemned the 
Niemeyer Award as being grossly unfair to Bengal. He entertains hopes 
that the Central Government will come to the aid of Bengal Government to 
a certain extent in rehabilitating her trading losses. This means a dole 
here and there. Does he expect that the Niemeyer Award whose very 
foundation is based on political and constitutional consideration will undergo 
drastic change? If he expects it, I must say he lives in a dream land. 

It is true that the price of rice is towards downward tendency but prices 
of other necessary food stuffs are soaring up. Mustard oil cannot be had, 
fish has disappeaied from the market, milk is not available. Consequently 
epidemic have broken out on account of malnutrition and want of food 
following on the wake of the famine of 1948. The country has faced the 
acute crisis of fuel. 

May I ask the Finance Minister if he is aware that rice is selling in 
other parts of Bengal at a lower rate than what the Bengal Government are 
charging in the rationed area? Are they not purchasing rice at a lower 
rate? If so. why then the Bengal Government are selling rice at Its. l(>-4 
per maund? I want to know if the Government are aware that Mr. H. K. 
Agarwala, Secretary, North Bengal Hice Mills Association, had announced 
sometimes back that he w'as willing to send 5 lakhs maunds of rice to any 
place of Bengal at Its. 11 per maund. If so, have the Government taken 
any action on that offer? 

The Finance Minister has said that the Government have been able to 
redeem their pledge: “There shall be no famine in Bengal in 1944”. May 
I ask him to say honestly if the Government have l)een able to redeem the 
pledge? Bice is selling at Rs. 10 to 16-4 i>er maund. Mustard oil at Rs. 2 
per seer and fisli at 2-8 p(*r seer. Are these prices within the reach of the 
average people of Bengal? Are not people dying on account of malnutri- 
tion and w^ant of food? Are they not becoming the easy prey of epidemics? 

May I remind the Finance Minister of one thing? When he chose to 
make holy combination with the iHMgm* Ministry lie announced that he 
would try to release the political prisoners wdio had been put behind the 
prison bar without any trial. I think he has not forgot len the announce- 
ment. May I know if he^han been able to redeem the undertaking? 1 find 
that a catalogue of works which have been undertaken by the present 
Government has been presented to the public* in order to show that they are 
not unmindful of their w'elfare. But the schemes have not yet ^materialised, 
they are eating up huge sums of money. When the Government will stop 
echeming ? 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I had no desire to 
take any part in this debate, because my health will not permit me to do so* 
but as I have been participating in the general budget discussion for a very 
long time I feel I shall be failing in my duty if I do not at all say something 
on the budget. 

I fully agree with my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir who has 
characterised the budget as “a political budget” and not a civil budget. 

Sir, I followed Mr. Hamidul ^ Huq Chowdhury’s speech with great 
interest. My learned friend has said that he is in the Textile Advisory 
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Coniiiiittee both in the Centre and in the Province, but it is most unfor- 
tunate that theiji^ is still black marketing going on. He has admitted it, 
and he has admitted also that he has not been able to do anything to stop 
black marketing in spite of his being in the Advisory Committee. Sir, 
everybody says that there is black marketing going on in Bengal but 
Government do not say what steps have been taken to stop this black 
marketing. There is water and water every where but there is not a drop 
to drink. Who are at fault? Are they doing so at the instance of the 
Government? 1 do not say that they are doing so at the instigation of the 
(iovernment. It is the favoured few who have been given charge of this 
cloth department, and W is they who have been black marketing. I must 
say tliat Government are making a farce in stoi)ping black markets. Other- 
wise why they should fail to stop them? I had l)een in the market of 
Dinajpur, but 1 could not get a single sari for my daughter. But 1 have 
seen, and it is my personal experience that in my own district of Dinajpur 
there are peujde living in the interior whom we Call chaahas wlio get any- 
thing they want to purchase. Why it is so? Because these peojde can 
])urchase at higlier prices. But what is the Civil Supplies Department 
doing? W^hat is the Enforcement Branch doing? There are so many 
Superintendents, Deputy Superintendents, Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, 
and all sorts of parajdiernalia, but what are they doing in my district? In 
my district they have not been able to do anything to cbeck eBher the distri- 
bution or the sale of (doths or of anything, of sugar or of anything else. 
This is my personal exi)erienee and 1 take the fullest responsibility for the 
statement that I am making on the floor of the House. It is therefore no 
good keeping behind the bush at this moment. The time has come when we 
must come fully to the front and tell the Government in \ery lucid 
language that this is the situation prevailing in the country. Ministers 
must remember — it is a very painful duty with me to say so — but I must say 
that Hon’ble Ministers should remember that Calcutta is not the only 
I)lace and that they must direct their attention to several otlier places wliere 
they are bound to look to and consider the situation and the })osition. I see 
tliat Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has praised the Hon’ble Minister of 
Agriculture very highly. I know he has ai)pointed lots of officers bringing 
them from New Zealand, Honolulu and Kamaskatka, etc. 1 do not deny 
that the appointment of officers is nec.essary but will the improvement of 
irrigation come about by these things? These things are (piite meaningless 
if not ])ushed on. In my district I have not yet been able to see anything 
having been done and there is no indication that the Agriculture Minister has 
anything to do for the good of the people of North Bengal. Sir, I know 
that Eastern Bengal has been treated much better than North Bengal; North 
Bengal i-s being neglected. Wlien the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister visited 
Dinaj])ur I told him in the presence of his officers high and low' how we were 
suftering from all sorts of scarcity. He knows full well that the people of 
North Bengal are strictly honest and are not going to yield to temptations. 
We have suttered so long. Sir, but there is a limit to' the patience of the 
^>eo])le. We have been negle(‘ted in the past and also at the i)resent moment. 
Take, for instance, the question of irrigation. There are very few big 
}>rojects for imi)roving the condition in North Bengal. Then again, 
Dinajpur has been chosen as the most important centre for procuring paddy 
which Government have taken aw^ay by lakhs and lakhs of maunds depriving 
the peoj)le of the profits of their labours and w'e have given ungrudgingly 
and still are doing so; but vast areas in this district are lying unirrigated 
and uncultured for want of irrigation. Government may send the Chief 
Engineer, the Assistant Engineer, the Subdivisional Officer and others and 
yet others, but what have they done? If you have any schemes it is for 
small ones only and at low cost. I have heard from some gentlemen that 
Government are spending crores and crores of money on the grow more 
food campaign and things like that. But how will food grow? Simply 
because the Hon ble Minister makes a provision in the budget, will food come 
to grow of itself? Proper steps for that purpose must be taken. But 
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nothing has been done in my district. I cannot spak for the other districts 
or for the whole province but in my district nothing has been done. Then, 
again, only the other day I purchased a pair of bullocks for Rs. 1,200, whicli 
is an almost prohibitive i)rice. The cry is : grow more food, grow more 
food, but where is the money in the country wherewith to cultivate the land 
and to fit the same to bear fruit or food? Take another example. You 
have fixed a minimum price of the paddy, but the price is not brought at 
the door of the agriculturist. He is only gettiiig 4-8 per maund. Where 
does the margin go? So Government has a defective system and no efi'ort is 
being inade to improve the system. I repeatedly brought it to the notice of 
the Civil Supply Department but with no result. 

Then, Sir, wdth regard to cloth, if yo\i pay higher price — black-market- 
ing price, you will get it, otherwise not. If you ])ay liigher prit‘e in Calcuitta 
you will get it. hat is the use of this farce of control? Government 
have failed to enforce the control j)rice. Why do the Government say 
that they have control i)rice of cloth when we do not get it? What is the 
use of this control order when it does not work? I am a supporter of Govern- 
ment; I am not here to criticise Government without reason. 1 have come 
here as the rej)resentative of lakhs of people and whenever Government is 
in the wrong in my opinion, I must frankly tell them about it. I warn 
the Government that they should be on tlieir alert and see that the orders 
issued by them are carried out to tlie fullest and thereby justify their existence. 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury said that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is 
overworked and that the existing stall is not enough to deal with the work 
of this huge dejiartnient. Well, if he is not in a position to carry on the 
work alone, he should get another man to carry on the work of the depart- 
ment properly. It is no use saying that “I have iw time and 1 (‘annoi 
control for want of staflf” so on and so forth. He must speak frankly about 
the difficulties standing in the way of the proper working of the department. 

Sir, 1 have taken some time of the House and although T had many 
things to submit 1 must resume my seat to enable the Horrblc Financo 
Minister to rejdy. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, 1 rise to give a short reply to one or two ])oints raised by some of the 
honourable members regarding the Agriculture Department. Tlie lionour- 
able leader of the European Group has enquired wdiat has ])een done in 
respect of milk and potatoes. In respect of milk, we know there is a great 
shortage not onl 3 in Calcutta but throughout the ]>rovince and that was 
largely due to last year’s cattle epidemic and also to cattle slaughter in 
some ]>laces. In respect of Calcutta we started a detailed enquiry and 
survey was made and we have just received a preliminary report that Calcutta 
is very niucdi short of milk. The ])rice of milk now' is 12 annas p<*r seer. 
This price, however, is parity price as compared with the j)rice of other 
articles. I do not l)elieve in the efficacy of artificially bringing down the 
price and I do not think it is proper to do so. We must be sure of the 
supply and that is why our policy is to try to increase the supply and thereby 
reduce the price and not artificially bring* down the price by which we 
might drive the milk supply out of Calcutta 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But the price of rice has gone down and 
it has a downward tendency 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

i am concerned with milk and not rice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Well, you are talking of parity of price. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

There was suggestion about bringing down the prices of articles in an 
artificial w’ay. We are afraid that by artificially bringing down the price 
of milk, we would drive out all milk from the city ot Calcutta and at the 
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same time the producer of the milk will be hard hit» most of whom are ^or 
agriculturists who send milk to Calcutta denying the milk to their ailing 
wives or infants in arms. We want to increase the supply of milk. In 
order to ensure more supply we are affording all sorts of facilities to every 
one who wants to start a diary by bringing milch cows from other provinces. 
Recently we have got an offer from the Punjab Government to the effect 
that they would send 500 milch cows every month. We have accepted the* 
offer. We have already sent a man to bring 400 milch cows. If we get 
500 milch cows every month in this way, we hope we would soon be able to 
better our milk position here. 

There is another proposal that the manufacture of articles like chJmna 
should be stopped if we want to improve our milk position. But stopping 
the manufacture of chharia w'ill not improve the milk position, because the 
chhana comes from distant mofussil places wherefrom it is not possible to 
bring fresh milk. On the other hand we are trying to stop the manufacture 
of ice-cream and dry milk. 

About the shortage of potato, I may say that about 8 to 9 lakhs maunds 
of potatoes used to come from Burma which has now stopped. Over and 
above this, last year there was a ban on the neighbouring provinces to export 
potatoes to Bengal. After long correspondence we were able to have the 
supply in driblets. We get from Assam 30 lakhs maunds, from Madras 
49,500 maunds, from the Punjab 75,000 maunds but Bihar could not give 
any though they promised to send us 50,000 maunds of potatoes. So out of 
12 to 14 lakhs of maunds, Bengal had only lakhs of maunds and naturally 
there was potato shortage. This year we have been making constant 
correspondence on this subject. We had a conference at Patna and we 
ap 7 )roached the other Provincial Governments to fix our quota of potato. 
We have been given hopes that they will give us larger quota this year. We 
approached the Government of India last year and propose to do so this year 
also. Indeed, we have reason to hope that the position will be better but 
not very much better in respecjt of potato. This is with regard to potato 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs What arrangements have been made for 
growing, more potatoes in Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Last year we had a programme of increasing our area under potato by 
10,000 acres, but that failed, because we could not get potato seeds. Those 
provinces which promised to give us seeds did not give us any seeds. So 
local seeds were very extensively used, and whatever seeds we could bring 
from Shillong and Darjeeling we utilised to the full, and in spite of very 
short supjdy from Bihar and Nainital we hope that the total output will not 
be less than last year. 

Sir, I do not think I need dilate with other matters very much ; but 
there is one thing about which 1 should say something. Honourable 
members have criticised about the staff in the Agriculture Department. I 
do not know, Sir, if without any staff things can be done by magic wands. 
If honourable members can do that I will be only too glad to hand over my 
responsibility to them. There are other members who have complained that 
men have been imported from other provinces and other countries. I 
think, Sir, that wlien there is shortage of staff we must fall back upon 
other countries who are far advanced in respect of agriculture, and so we 
must take their help; if I had not done so I would not have done my duty. 
It was absolutely necessary and I did it 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What arrangements have you made for 
the training of officers ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have taken sufficient steps in that direction also. The Agricultural 
College at Dacca is going to be expanded so that double the number of 
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students may be annually trained in this college. A Demonstrators’ school 
has been started at Daulatpur where 100 demonstrators are being trained and 
every one of them is being given a stipend of Rs. 25 per month so that the 
poorer people may join tlie school. We are expanding the veterinary 
college also and the number of stipends in this college has been increased 
from 30 to 60 and the value of stipends has been more than doubled. The 
college is going to be expanded practically to double of its present size. 
Thus, for training of officers we are offering every sort of facility, and we 
are expanding our colleges and schools. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Deputy Presi- 
dent, in replying to the general discussion of the budget I would at the outset 
refer to three speeches : those of my honourable friend the Leader of the 
Opposition, my honourable friend Sir. Lalit Chandra Das and my honour- 
able friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. Their speeches were very interesting to 
me, for as I closely followed them I found that there was a constant 
struggle between their fundamental patriotism and sense of fair play on the 
one hand and their immediate duty of playing the Opposition role on the 
other. Sir, I must say, judging by the impression that I have of these 
speeches, that I ought to feel on the whole grateful to them. 

Sir, the time at my disposal now is very short, and I have to run through 
a number of items. My honourable friend Mr. Purs.selL as also one or two 
other honourable members, made enquiries about the enormous losses in the 
Civil Supplies Department. I may explain, Sir, that the losses are divided 
into three items, (1) subsidised sales, (2) devaluation of stocks, and (3) 
other losses including losses in transit, handling and storage including 
deterioration. I will give a few figures. On account of the -sale of eubsi- 
dised food-grains the loss in 1943-44 was 550 lakhs of rupees; in 1944-45, as 
estimated at the time of preparation of the budget for next year it would be 
2 crores; and I have estimated that the loss on this account in the year 
1945-46 will be 227 lakhs. Under the second item, “devaluation of stocks”, 
the loss in 1943-44 was 154 lakhs of rupees; in 1944-45, so far as it could 
be estimated at the time when the next year’s budget was prepared it would 
be 113 lakhs. We have not taken into account any loss on account of the 
devaluation of stock in the coming year; the reason for this being, I am 
told, that the department does not expect that there will be any substartial 
loss on this account in 1945-46. Under item (3), “other losses”, which 
includes the deterioration of stock, we incurred a loss of 2,35 lakhs in 1943-44 
and 437 lakhs in 1944-45; and we have kept the figure down to 326 lakhs 
for 1945-46. This third item includes, as I have stated, tlie loss in transit, 
handling and storage. I believe some honourable membcrrs wanted specific 
figures for deterioration of foodstuff's. These figures are not readily avail- 
able, but as foodstuffs have a habit of deteriorating a part of the loss under 
item (3) represents loss due to deterioration and decomposition. I am not 
an expert in the system of accounting; but I have seen it worked out and 
I could have spoken at greater length on this subject had the time 
vouchsafed to me not been so little. The entire loss under item (3) in the 
three years is estimated to be 6 or 7 per cent, of the transactions. I can 
quite understand the honourable members’ anxiety on this score of trading 
losses in the Civil Supplies Department; but they will remember that in 
January last, that is, only a few weeks ago, the Government of India offered 
to bear a portion of the trading losses. They said that they would be like 
partners in a business. Honourable members would, therefore, realise tliat 
the Government of India must have satisfied them.selves that the manage- 
ment of the Civil Supplies Department here was not too bad, not too 
inefficient, in giving this carte-hlanche, i.e., practically a blank cheque; 
because by agreeing to bear a portion of the losses, nearly 50 per cent., they 
were committing themselves to figures which are for the present indeter- 
minate and indeterminable. 

Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir has called my budget a 
political budget for the simple reason that I emphasised that rehabilitation 
16 
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u the primary aim of the budget for 1945-46. It is a rehabUitation budget. 
Ihose who call it a bankruptcy budget betray considerable mental deficiency. 
I have never said that the province of Bengal is on the verge of bankruptcy. 
Last year the Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman replying to the budget debate 
in the Central Assembly specific;ally pointed out that there was no reason 
w *11 province of Bengal was heading towards bankruptcy. 

VV ell Sir, he spo^ as a financier— as a Finance Department man— and 
from ks point of view if I may say so, he was correct, and I also hoje 
that there is no cause for undue alarm. Deficits are not to be regarded L 
thoroughly bad in themselves and may be even desirable, as in the present 
*¥ stabilisation of economic life. Our claims to assistance from 
the Centre however are genuine. Our claims are based on the fact that on 

f J»ch was very largely due to war condi- 
tions, Bengal has incurred very large additional expenditure and thereby 
was placed in a position far inferior to that of the other provinces. The 
posiCon IS this: while some of the other provinces— practically all the other 
piovinces have jirofitted financially by the war, Bengal by the ])eculiar 
position 111 wlijfli slic liad been jilaced, lias been ierrilyly liit 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs What about Assam? 

teJi?i* Hi""’*”? ui'- GOSWAMI: Assam was not 

teiribly hit, and a tiiough it may seem odd, Assam has not sufiered nearly 

.SO as Beii^ral— and I think for understandable reasons. We have 

undertaken heavy exiieiiditure on rehabilitation and 1 want to tell the 
honounible niemhers that e.xpensos ],rovided for social services, that is for 
our nution-building activities the budget for l!)44-4r) are between 24%nd 
hree times that of 1948. 1 have calculated the expenditure on nLon- 

bnilding activities per head oi population, because that is th<' real test in 
the natioa-building de]uirtments— Education, Jhiblic Health, etc. 

Sir our agricultural budget has expanded considerably.’ The anricul- 
tural budget previously used to 1 h^ ridiculous. But during the last two or 
thrive years we have undertaken heavy expenditure. The.se are not svmn 
toms of bankruptcy. Beside.s we have fortified our revenue positimi very 

Haf : ? is very much better than 

It uas. say, in 194--4.J. lhe.se probably are things that were lost sight of 
by some honourable members in studying the budget. It is true that we 
have it larst* debt and that the Centre owes it to us to compensate us for 

norrespoJsible."^* ‘ Lrtainly wire 

Then, Sir, I raised the question in my budget speech of the financial 
setllemeiit ol revenues between the Centre and the Province and if I had 

Award to be grossly unfair to Bengal. Sir, one of the reasons is that Mr 
( tto Niemeyer tailed O take into account the population factor For afte^ 
all It IS a tundaiiienta principle of federal finance that every component uS 
of the federafioii should have as much as is necessary to maintain a certain 

zz”’ 

nor am I even the Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department^ Eit 
It was telt that the small irrigation schemes would not conflict with tS 
general irrigation plan of the province. They would be under the sunei^ 
Sion of the Irrigation Department. One of the great defects in BenS was' 
that there was no proper contour survey of the province; but that defect 
like many other defects is being remedied. ueiecx 

The last point that I wish to touch is the point about corruption It is 
quite possible that among the vast number of temporary staff that Gover^ 
ment are now employing and over whom Government control is nataralfy 
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flight, there may be some amount of corruption. But is there not corrup- 
tion among the general public Is there not a general demoralisation 
everywhere due to war, due to inflation, due to excess surplus purchasing 
power on the one hand and the rise in prices of commodities on the other? 
Some honourable members will remember the terrible scandal about the 
distribution of quinine. Surelv, Government wns not responsible for the 
black-marketing of quinine. Men of the medical profession were responsible 
for this and some reputed names were mentioned in the Press. Sir, it is a 
pity that public morality has deteriorated. Honourable members spoke of 
the famine as a man-made famine. In September 1943 when I had the 
honour of presenting my first budget I myself referred to that famine as 
partly man-made. Black markets were not being run by Government, but 
by our own people. Various causes no doubt contributed to the famine; but 
the extraordinary profit motive generated by war conditions was by no 
means the least important. I hope when the honourable members go back 
to their constitiumoies they will instruct the people in the matter of nonesty 
and fair deal. Tliey sliould, above all, iiHliu(‘t ihem by setting good 
examples in civic .'^ense, j)i(d>ity and public duty. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The general discussion of the budget is 
C'losed. 


Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, 1 heg to lay the 

Bengal Desiitntc Person.s (Kepatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1944, before 
the Council. 


Presentation of Supplementary Estimates, 1944-45. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI; Mr. Deputy Presi- 
dent. Sir, under section 81 of the Government of India Act, I beg to present 
to the Bengal liOgislative Council, the Supplementary Statement of ex}>endi- 
turc tor the current year. 

The total amounl included in this Statement is c.lo.se upon Ob crores. 
Out of this a sum of IT crores is due to larger expenditure on revenue account 
and the balance (49 crores) is due to larger outlay on capital transactions 
comprising the procurement of food-grains and the construction of boats. 
In the budget for the current year it wa.s assumed that sale proceed of food- 
grains and other commodities like standard cloth would exceed the outlay 
on fresh procurement by 17 crores of rupees. Owing to subsequent modi- 
fications in the targets for procurement it is estimated that outlay on 
procurement will be some 29 crores higher than the sale proceeds of stocks. 
This accounts for an excess of 4b crores over the original estimate. The 
balance of the supplementary estimate under the capital head “85A” is due 
to the programme of boat construction which it was found necessary to 
undertake after the budget had been passed. Tlie immediate construction 
of a fleet of boats was felt to be urgently required for replacing the country 
boats lost in previous years and for supplementing the existing means of 
transport for the movement of .supplies of all kinds. 

Let me now turn to the Revenue Section of the Supjdementarv Estimates. 
The House will recall that while pre.senting the budget for 1945-4(1 the 
other day, 1 explained that revenue expenditure in the current year was 
expected to he some 17 crores in excess of the original estimate. It will 
appear from the Supplementary Estimates now in the bands of honourable 
members that this excess is spread over as many as thirty major heads of 
account. The largest excess amounting to nearly 10 crores occurs under 
“63 — Extraordinary cbaTges’^ Out of this 84 crores is due to larger provi- 
sion for loss on the sale of subsidised food. The original estimate provided 
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for a loss of 5 crores. This has gone up in the ^vised to 13^ crores includ- 
ing nearly 6 crores on account of transactions in the preceding year which 
could not be adjusted in the accounts for that year. OtJher items which 
contribute to the increased expenditure under ‘^63 — Extraordinary charges” 
are the expansion and reorganisation of the Department of Civil Supplies 
in all its branches, the construction of storage godowns and the acquisition 
of lorries for the transport of foodgrains. 

The estimate of additional expenditure under ‘‘54 — Famine” stands at 
about a crore and 70 lakhs. The increase is due partly to the fact that 
special measures for the medical relief of sick destitutes had to be continued 
throughout the year instead of for six months as originally anticipated; and 
partly to various additional measures of gratuitous relief for which no 
provision had been included in the budget 


Mr. HARIDAS MAilUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon^ble Minister reading from a printed speech of the Lower House? If 
so, we have not been supplied with any copies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM I : Sir, both in the 
Lower House and in this House it has always been customary for the 
Finance Minister to present his Supplementary Budget and read out from 
manuscript. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Is it the same speech as in the other place?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Substantially the 
same. 

Sir, as I was saying, the^se comprise such items as the opening of cheap 
grain shops in distressed areas and free distribution of cloth and blankets 
to indigent persons. 

Under ‘‘Public Health” the total supplementary demand comes up to a 
crore and l(i lakhs. Out of this, 73 lakhs is accounted for by the purchase 
of mepacrine tablets for free distribution and for sale to the public. The 
balance is due to continuance throughout the year of the various measures 
for combating epidemics of malaria, small-pox and cholera. 

In the agriculture budget, the increase is from 1 crore 30 lakhs in the 
original estimate to 2 crores 22 lakhs in the revised. This is due, in the 
first place, to larger outlay on ‘‘Grow More Food” schemes; and, in the 
next, to certain schemes of new expenditure such as compilation of crop 
statistics by a field-to-field enumeration (23 lakhs), sample survey of jute, 
aus and aman paddy (4J lakhs), purchase of stud bulls (f lakh), multiplica- 
tion of goats (H lakhs) and reorganisation of the Dacca Dairy Farm 
(ilakh). 

An extra demand for 60 lakhs under ‘‘37 — Education” is necessitated 
mainly by a post-budget decision to grant dearness allowance to teachers in 
non-Gfovernmeut primary and secondary schools including madrassahs who 
have been hard hit by the high cost of living. Under ‘‘43 — Industries” the 
supplementary estimate is ot the order of 41 lakhs. This is required for 
giving effect to a scheme of relief to small artisans and craftsmen by the 
distribution of raw materials, tools and implements on suitable terms. 

I need not trouble honourable members with a recital of the reasons for 
the demands under the remaining heads which are comparatively small. 
The reasons for all these items of additional expenditure will be found in 
the explanatory memorandum under the relevant heads of account. 
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The Bengal Finance Bill, u paesed by the Aaaambly. 

the Hon’ble Mr. TULSt CHANDRA COBWAMIt Mr. Deouty Presi- 

dent, I beg to give notice that during the current ^ssion of the Bengal 
Legislative Council 1 shall move that the Bengal Finttnce Bill, as passed 
by the Assembly, be taken into (*onsideration a»«f that the said Bill as settled 
in the Council be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before I adjourn the House, I may 
inform honourable meml)ers that the last date for putting in amendments to 
this Bill just given notice of is 5th of March next. I now adjourn the 
Council till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 2nd March, 
1945. 
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MEMBBES ABSENT. 


[1st Makch, 194d.J 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the Ist 
March, 1945 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur NAziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(3) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Mr. M. K. Jaipuria. 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

(6) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(7) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(9) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(10) Bai Bahadur B. B. Boy. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(12) The Hon’bli Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 


BOP<45/6-2762A-75e 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Ssssjpn, 1945— No. 9. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 2nd March. Hldo, at 2-1”) p.m., being the 
ninth daj- of the First Session of 194-3, pursuant to section t)2(2)(c/) of the 
Government of India Act, 194-3. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Ahdvl Hamid ChowduuEy, j.p.) 
was in the C'hair. 


%Point of Information. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: On a ]H)int of infor- 
mation, Sir. May I know the fate of my Hill — the Advocates Bidavs HillH 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is being dealt with in the Department. 

Order, order. Secretary. 

The SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sii\ th(‘ following message has 
been recadved from the Bengal Legislativ(‘ A>sembl\ : — 

“The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendmcmt) Hill, 1944, was ])assed by 
the Bengal Jjegislative Assembly at its mending held on Dt‘eember 1-3, 1944, 
witli th(‘ following amendments to which tlie concurrence of the Council is 
asked : — 


Amendments. 


Chiusc 3A. — Aftei’ clause 4, the following new clause has been inserted, 
namely : — ■ 


“Substitution of 
new section for 
section 3. 


3A. For section 3 of the said Act th(‘ following sendion shall ho 
substitut.d, namely : — 


‘3. Wlitjevcr, lieiiig the owner or occupier, or Iiaving the use 
of any hous(‘, room, tent, enclosure, vehitdo. 

IVnaltv bir ouninc or ’ 

keeping.” or having Vessel, space or ])lace oiieiis, keeps or uses 

charge of common tlie same as COlUJIloil gallliUg-hoilHC 5 

ing'houHC. 


and wboever, being tin* owner or occujiicr of any house, loom, t(‘]it, 
enclosure, vehicle, vetfsel, space or jilaee knowingly or wilfully 
pei'iiiits tlie same to be opened, occujiied, used oi- kept by any other 
person as a common gaming-house; 

and whoever has the rare or management of, or in any manner assists 
in coTfducting, the business of any house, room, tent, enclosure, 
vehicle, vessel, sjiace or ])lace opened, occupied, used or kept for 
the purpose aforesaid; 

and whoe'ver advances or furnishes money for the purpose of gaming 
with persons frecpienting such house, I’oom, tent enclosure, vehicle, 
vessel, space or place; 
shall be" punished — 

{a) tor the first offence with imprisonment of either descri])tion 
which may extend to three months or with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees; 

{h) for a second offence with imprisonment which may ^extend to six 
months and, in the absence of special reasons to the contrary 
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to be recorded in the judgment pf the Court, shall not be less 
than seven days either with or T^ithout fine which may extend 
to one thousand rupees; and 

(e) for a third offence or a subsequent ofi'ence with imprisonment 
which may extend to six months and, in the absence of special 
reasons to the contrary to be recorded in the judgment of the 
Court, shall not be less than one month together with fine 
which may extend to one thousand rupees.’ 

Clavse 6 . — For clause 5, the following clause has been substituted, 
namely : — 

5. In the first and second paragraphs of section 11 of the said Act, the 
words 'situated within the limits aforesaid’ shall be omitted. 

Sted ^ Nausherali, Speaker, 
Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr, NUR AHMED; Sir, with your permission I beg to present the 
report of the Select Commitlee on the llsuiious Loans (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 lx »g to move for an extension of time for 
presenting the report of the Select Coniinittee appointed to consider tlie 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly House ( Ainendnient ) Bill and reipiest 
that the time be extended u]) to tlie 01 st August, 194o. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ouestion before the House is: that 
the time for jiresentation of the Select Coinniittee report of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Disorderly House (Amendment) Bill be extended up to 
[the 01st August, J94;3. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move that the B(*ngal Suppression of 
Immoral Trattic (Amendment) Bill, 1940 as reported by the Select Com- 
inittee, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this Bill contains only two clauses and looks like a small Bill, but 
it seeks to make very momentous and revolutionary changes in the law of 
the land. Sir, suppression of brothels has become an acute question in 
Bengal under the war conditions. 

Sir, when this Bill M’as introduced by me for the first time in 1937 I was 
simply laughed at, but by the grace of God time has now changed when 
the w'hole country has become alive to the importance of (this 
Bill, and ] am very thankful to all the people of Bengal, especially to the 
members of the Women's Organisation and also to the Hon'ble Ministers 
for encouraging me to pilot this Bill. Sir, this Bill makes a change in 
the definition of brothel. Sir, when the original Bill was passed in 1933 
it appeared from the Preamble of the Bill tliat the whole purpose of that 
Bill was to sujipress immoral traffic in girls and women. That was the 
purpose of the Act, and though this Act was passed in 1033, owing to the 
definition of brothel as given in this Act it has remained practically a dead 
letter in Bengal during last ten or eleven years. The present definition of 
hrothel runs as follows: 

Brothel means any house, part of a house, room or place in which two 
or more females carry on prostitution for the gain of any other person or 
in which any girl under the age of 18 years is kept with intent that she 
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shall at any age be employed or used for any immoral purpose, l^ow, in 
the ainending Bill it is proposed that the words “for the gain of any other 
person’’ will be omitted. 

Now, it is said that Madras has abolished the brotliel system. So also 
Bombay. Let us now compare the definition of these two Acts and other 
Acts and see how far the definition will he improved us compai'ed with those 
Acts of Madras, Bombay and also tlie Punjab. 

Sir, Section 4(rt) of Madras Immoral Traffic Act of 1980 runs as follows: 

“Brothel” means any liouse, room or place which the occupier or person 
in charge thereof habitually allows to be used by any other person 
for the purpose of j)rostitution. 

Then, let me refer to tlie definition of Bombay Prevention of Prostitution 
Act, 1923. Section 2(7) of this Act runs as follows: — 

“Brothel” means any house or room or place or any part thereof 
occupied or let or intended to be occupied or lei as a single tenement 
which is habitually used by more than one person for the purpose 
of prostitution. 

Then, let me comi)are the definition as in th(‘ Punjab Act, whudi is more 
forward in this respect. Section 3, sub-clause (/;) of the Punjab Suppres- 
sion of Immoral Traffic Act, 193.'), runs as follows: — 

“Brothel” means an\ jilace, kept or used for i)rostitution, but when 
one woman takes a man or men to Inn* own room for illic’it inter- 
cours(' .sh(‘ shall not be deemed to bt‘ ke(‘i)ing or using a brothel. 

A similar d(‘fiuition is given in the North-\\ (‘stt*rn Fronti(*r Act which 
is the latest Act on the subject. Our amended definition will stand on 
exactly the same footing, on similar lines as the Punjab Act. It may 1^ 
objected that by the definition of the word, “brothel” as amemled h\ this 
hill the biothels “runs“ by one woman, etc., “shall remain. But it will 
not be so if Ave compart* tin* definition given in the Bomba.\ Act or Madras 
Act or the Punjab Act. We find that in Bt‘ngal the definition will bt* mort* 
advanced and mort* efft'ctive than in those of the two othei’ Brovinc(‘s. In 
Madras the Avord used is “habitually” alloAvs to be us(‘d or occupi(*d for 
pnistitution. “Allows” is the Avord that leaves a loophole, and the words 
“if a Avoman oaviis a house and carrier* on prostitution” ma.\ not c,ome under 
the (h'finition of the Madras Act. There is that fi>o])hole. Similar is the 
loophole in the Bombay Prevention of Prostitution Act. The Ibinjab A(;t 
has clearly left out the case of “one Avonum”. The Bengal legislation by 
sections 4 and (i of further Suppresses Brothels. I refer in this connec- 
tion to section 4 of the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, 1933. 
Section 4 says: “whoever keeps or manages or assists in keeping or 
managing a brothel or a house, lets or keei)s on hire a room, tcmement, 
land, etc., to be used as a brothel” and ])rohibits prostitution ami makes 
prostitution illegal by use of the words “owning or keeping or letting a 
house to be used as a brothel.” By the ajiplication of this section the evil 
will be practically reduced to such an extent that it Avill amount to a reduc- 
tion of about 70 to 8(1 per cent. 1 may say Sir, that very few pn)stitutes 
can afford to 0 A\’n a house. 

Unless she owns any room or place or house on her own account for 
carrying on prostitution she cannot carry on prostitution in a house wdiich 
cannot be let out for that purpose. This is the change that is going to be 
made in this amending Bill. Then the most important thing is that the 
AVord “brothel” is introduced in the preamble. As 1 have already stated 
the original Bill was for the purpose of the abolition of the immoral (raffic. 
By this amendment the scope of the Bill has been widened. There is the 
question of giving poAver to the local bodies of Bengal to regulate and 
suppress brothels. The Select Committee has made imporfant changes in 
the Bill. The original clause has been omitted and in its place a new clause 
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— Clause 2A has been substituted. My original purpose was to give power 
to the Calcutta Corporation and the local authorities to take initiative in 
the matter of the removal of discontinuance of the brothels. As section (j 
of the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, 1933, says “Commis- 
sioner of Police in the case of the Calcutta Corporation and the Superin- 
tendent of P^olice in the case of mufassal area may take action for dis- 
continuance of any brothel or disorderly house or any place, • room, etc., 
where prostitution is carried on.” Section (j is wider in this respect. It 
does not only include brothel. It includes prosiitution and disorderly house 
when that house causes annoyance to the people of the vicinity — if it 
happens to be in the vicinity of any educational institution, boarding house 
or public place of wrjrship or a place of recreation and there is a further 
clause (c) to section 3 which runs as follows: — that if any such disorderly 
brotliel or j)lace or room occurs in the main thoronglifare notified by the 
provincial (government on the recommendation in the case of the city of 
Calcutta the Calcutta Corporation and in the case of Mufassal the municipal 
chairman by a resolution passed by the municipal commissioners. There 
was one sad omission. The word used was “thojoughfare” in the sub-clause. 
Tbe words “or any area" have been added aft(‘r wo]‘d “tlioroughfare” . 
This will make great change in the scopt‘ ot the sub-tdause. 

Formerl\ , unless these brolheN haj>i)(MH‘d to be in the main thoroughfare, 
neither the (Commissioner of Police in ( Silent ta no?* the Sii]>eT'intendent of 
Police in any other municipal area could take any action. This loophole 
is remedi(Ml by tin* a<ldition (d' the Avoids “Any aiea”. So my oiiginal 
purpose will be fidlilled to some extent. This s(‘ction giA’es the initiative 
to the Calcutta Corporation to ask the Provin(‘iaI (.iovernment to notify any 
thoroughfare for any area and (hen action would liavi' to be taken by the 
authorities mentioned aboA’e. '^Fliis is the nvcson why L have not pj'essed 
for clause 3 as it originally stood in my amending Bill. With these few 
remarks about the changes made by the Select Committee in main provi- 
sions let me once more thank all the members of the llousi^ Avho have 
given me this <)|)[)ortunity to move this motion and pilot this Bill. I 
thought A^ery seiiouslN ovm- this (juestion. M'ar has jirominently shown 
that whmiever AAar has broken out prostitution increases. Sir, I was 
ridiculed avIhui I brought in this Bill on the ground that it Avas absured to 
siipprc'ss this necessarv evil. With all re.s])ect to m\ learned friend Khan 
Bahadur IVaziruddin Ahmad, wh(» once taunted me, T may say that I am 
ii(?w strengthened by the opinion of the Avhole world. Abolition of brothels 
liAs b(*en A'i‘ry successful in (libraltar. There the peicentage of persons 
attacked Avitli venereal diseases bef^ire the introduction of abolition was 
100 v;iii( h came doAvn to b7 p.c. after tlie abolition of brothels. Thoughtful 
pprsoAij>, Avho investigated into this matter to find out Avays and means, have 
come to the conclusion that abolition is the only renHuly to iradicate A^enereal 
diseases. Tjatest figures shoAv that more persons suffer from this fell disease 
in India than in Creat Britain. 

Sir, after Die Avar in 191S about 3 lakhs Hi thousand British soldiers 
AA'ere attacked Avith the disease and the percentage of the attack increased 
even after the demobilisation in rndia. Kspecially in Bengal at the present 
time this evil is increasing alarmingly. Sir, in Bengal, according to 
Dr. Suren (Diosh there Avere 10,000 brotliels in (hilcutta in 1921. It 
increased to 22,000 in 1938, and iioav it has increased to 45,000. Sir, in 
reply to a qiu'stion put by me the Hon'ble Home Minister said that the 
niimher of brothels increa.sed during the Avar. Speaking from my personal 
experience of Phittagong I can say that the famine and hunger have led 
thousands of girls and women of poorer class io take to prostitution as a 
means of livelihood. T think that in other districts also prostitution in a 
large scale has resulted as an aftermath of the famine. Sir, at this time 
it is very necessary that this evil should be suppressed, and not only the 
Government hut the people should come forward with proposals fo suppress 
this evil. Sir, I am conscious of the fact that there are some voluntary 



1945.] NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 15g 

organisations which are working wholeheartedly for the rescue of their 
unfortunate sisters. I have already said about the necessity of the aboli- 
tion and suppression of prostitution, and I have already shown that the 
abolition is the only way of reducing or suppressing this commercialised 
vice. Sir, I w^ant to give one exami>le of Madras. AVhnt happened after 
Ihe change of definition of brothel in Madras!^ In 1932, Madras Act was 
amended, and as a result of that it was found th.4 all brothels with a few 
exceptions have become illegal. In Madras, brothels were practically 
abolished, and it is found that about bd per cent, of the ]m)stitutes have 
left the city of Madias, and about 2(1 per cent, have becaune clandestine 
prostitutes. There is an opinion even in this House and abroad that if 
lirothels are abolished or supimessed they will go underground and iM)llute 
the whole society. But, Sir, from the exani^de of Madras it will appear 
that there were only 20 per cent, of clandestine prostitutes and the rest waa 
rehabilitated by voluntary organisations. Sir, J am consciou- of the fact 
that prostitution as the ancients said is the <ddest ])rofession and from Homan 
and Babylonian history also it appears that it was widely prevalent in those 
countries, and when a victorious warrior returned to his country the 
victorious army used to bring woimoi and girls from the vaiuiuished 
countries and offered them to them and to their soldiers. Sir, it stands to 
the great credit of England ihat it abolished licensed houses in 188(i but 
in France it was not so alxdished and the result is that the iiercentage of 
venereal disease is greater there than in England. One most important 
thing which we find during this war is that the military authorities them- 
selves are against this brothel system; wherever there is a brothel they ask 
for the suppression of the same. From the re])ort of the League of Nations 
it appears that about d tJ i>er cent, of the civil population of the world was 
affected by this evil of venereal disease. It is commoner in men than in 
women in the pro])ortion of 8 to 1. Then the (juestion may be a.sked as to 
why these brothels should be abolished. Because it is found by experience 
and investigation tliat the main source of the infection of this venereal 
disease is prostitution. Clean hrothels do not exist. Hut wihat is ihe 
remedy? Tlie remedy is tlie prevention of the spread of venert^al disease by 
tlie closing of such brothel houses and sup]>rcssinn of soliciting and touting. 
Sir, 1 need not take the time <)f the House furth(‘r. 1 am thankful to all the 
members of this House and the (Tovernment for giving me this o])portunity 
of moving this very imixmtant Bill regarding a vi‘rv im])ortant social 
matter whicli is very vital to tiu* Hengali nation. AVjtli tli(*s<* words, I 
commend my motion to tlie acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Motion moved: tliat the Bengal Suppres- 
sion of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1040, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZfRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, tht‘ honourable mover of 
the motion seems to have been actuated more by idealism than by juactical 
realism. In should say at once that if ail men in the world wef(^ of the 
type of my lionourahle friend, the evil wcuhl hav(‘ died a natural deatli. 
But as human l>eings we are, there is a ])i-oj)ensity among mankind wliicii 
carry tliem to hrothels and other evil ]>la<‘es. in fact biothels and prosti- 
tutes act as clearing Ionises for the immoral .sexual pi-o]>ensities of man- 
kind. If you supjiress these immoral liouses, Ihe immoral traffic will not 
be abolislied but they will he given undergiound and will jiroduee miseliie- 
Tou.s repureussions. My honourable triemi has said that on a ])?eviou» 
occasion 1 taunt(*d him with the remark that it was impossihic to suppres.'i 
the brothels. AVell, Sir, 1 said something to that effect but it was not with 
a view to taunting him. So far as my hououiahle friend is ecmeerruMl I have 
the highest re.spect and admiration for him. But the view I expressed on 
that occasion was that it is impos.^ible absolutely to suiijiress prostitution. 
I shall quote the honourable member himself as an authority for my propo- 
sition. In the Statement of the Objects and Keason.s of tlie Bill lie chose 
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to May tliat tbe i)rostitutiori slioukl be “regulated in tlie interest of the 
public g'ootl” and that was a “necessary eviP’. I fail to see now, in the 
passa^,^e and conversion of the raw material of the ori^^inal Bill into the 
finished product of the revised Bill, my honourable friend has completely 
changed his opinion. If in the year 1940 he was of opinion that prosti- 
tution was a “necessary evil” and should be regulated in the interest of 
“public good’’ — if he was of o])inion that jirostitution was a necessary evil 
and it should be regulated, 1 think he was right. But in the interval 
probably my honourable fidend has be(*n reading some theoretical literature 
on the subject. So far as the main Act is concerned the powers given are 
ample. The Act jirovidcs that the authorities can declare a ])uhlic thorough- 
fare to be witliin the nu*aning of the Act with the necessary consequence 
that brotliels and prostitute houses must he removed fi'om those thorough- 
fares. The Act lias been in ojieration for some time and imtices have already 
been served in many places. The effect of the drive would be that these 
prostitutes will have to leave these main thoroughfares and will have to 
go to small lanes and ([uieter localities. The amendment seeks txi 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you speaking on the amendment or 
on the consideration motion!^ 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: On the consideration motion. 
As 1 was saying the effect of the amendment would be to extend the acti- 
vities of the authorities to lanes and small places. If this Bill is accepted 
and passed the effect would be that these unfortunate creatures would be 
driven from main thoroughfares and also from small lanes and small 
localities. They will have to be accommodated and located somewhere. 
My honourable friend was realistic when he said in 1940 that prostitution 
should be regulated. 1 ask my friend what ariangements have been made 
to regulate tlie ju-ofession of these unfortunate beings ^ it is all very well 
to decry them, and I will not be second to anyone to decry them, but where 
will they go to? The honourable mover has just now told us that hundreds 
and thousands have taken to j)rostitution through she(‘r hiuiger in Chitta- 
gong-. 1 submit that they are objects of ])ity and compassion. I may say, 
Sir, that great })ractical statesmen and practic-al ])hilosophers have not 
regarded juostitution in the light of the ])r()visi()ns of this Bill. 1 submit 
some isolated hx'alities should be selected t(^ house them; some ])rovision 
must be made to regulate them. This aspect of the matter should he look- 
ed into and adequately provided for. The su]>pression or the attem])ted 
Mujq)ression of j)rostitution would not succeed. 1 was told of a story which 
I may narrate here. Very recently a Tommy went to a white prostitute. 
The soldier was told that her fee would be Its. lo. So he {’anie out and 
went to a black woman fully ludieving that her fee would be more reason- 
able. Some time after, he casually asked her and was told that her fee 
was Bs. The Tommy was annoyed and asked her why she should have 

charged more than the white woman. He was told that this was black 
market piice; and when in these days he had come to the black market, he 
must pay black market pric es. If you suppress a poisonous sore, it will lead 
to irruptions in olher places. If \ou supi)ress prostitution, it will seek 
entry into the black market. The Civil Supplies Department has by a 
similar prexess successfully established and perpetuated this black market 
prices. We should save the society fro in this evil consequence. With these 
few words, 1 op])ose the motion for consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That 
the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clauac 1. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMED: Sir, I bepr to move that in 
clause 1 of the Hill, for the figure “11)44”, the figure “194o” be substituted 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amemlmeut moved: That in clause 1 
of the Bill, for the figure “1944”, the figure “194")” be substituted. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I have no objection to this consequential 
amendment. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the. House is that in 
clause I of the Hill, for the figure “1944”, the figure “194V\ be substituted. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
Clause 1 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause lA. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
Clause lA stand part of the Hill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause IlL 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause IH stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahodur NAZIRUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause IH of the Hill in line 1, after the word “Act”, a comma be 
inserted. 

Sir, this is a formal amendment, and 1 believe that it will be in accord- 
ance with the rules of grammar. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause IB of 
the Hill in line I, after the word “Aet“, a comma be inserted. 

Mr. NUR AHMAD: Sir, I have no objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the Hous(‘ is that in 
clause IH of tiie Hill in line 1. after the woid “Act”, a comma be 

inserted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause IB of the Bill, after the words “suppression of” in line ‘2, a comma 
be inserted. 

Sir, this is also of a formal character, and I think it is necessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause IB of 
the Bill, after the w^ords “suppression of” in line 2, a comma be 

inserted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
clause IB of the Bill, after the w’ords “suppression of’ in line 2, a comma 
be inserted. 

(The amendment w’as negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause IB, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Clause 2 A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2A stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
lause 2 A of the Bill in paragraph (a), after the words ^‘this behalf’ \ a 
comma be inserted. 

Sif, I should think that this would improve the text. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2A of 
the Bill in paragraph («), after the words “this behalf”, a^comma be 
inserted. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment. There is no 
necessity to insert tliis ornamental comma. As the clause now stands in 
[the draft bill, it is all right and can be easily understood without the aid 
of the comma. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But the principle of this 
comma was accepted in the case of the first amendment. 

(The amendment was jmt and negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in clause 
2A of the Bill in ])aragjaph (/>), after the worcl “thoroughfare” a comma 
be inserted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2A 
of the Bill, in paragraph (//), after the word “thoroughfare” a comma be 
inserted. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 oppose this amendment. As the clause stands, 
there is no necessity of adding any comma whatsoever, as it is quite 
intelligible without it. 

(The amendment was put and negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 2A stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in the 
short title of the Bill, for <he figure “1944”, the figure “1940” be substi- 
tuted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the short 
title of the Bill, for the figure “1944”, the figure “1945” be substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the short title as amended be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Preamble be added to tlie Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to. ) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

Sir, in moving this motion I must accord my thanks to the members of 
the House. 1 am flattered to think that this Bill evoked support from 
all quarters. Very recently in January last there was a meeting at the 
Calcutta University Institute under the presidentship of that great Indian 
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lady Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. There was a large getliering and this bill was 
wholeheartedly supported. ThiwS amending Bill has popular support from all 
sides. I appeal to the House to accord their whole-hearted support to 
abolish this evil from Bengal. We people of Bengal will have to work 
whole-heartedly for the rescue of those unfortunate sisters who are com- 
pelled to take to selling their honour. Unless we can rescue our sisters, 
unless we can reorganise our society there is ni^hope for Bengal. Another 
item for consideration is unless we pass this measure it will not be possible 
for us to bring about the abolition of that evil which is now prevalent. 
Suppression of brothels will reduce the evil. Madras abolished this evil. 
Bombay also abolished it. AVhy should Bengal lag behind?' With these 
words, Sir, I move the final ])assing of the Bill and a})]>eal to all members 
of the House to be unanimous in the matter. Let us remove the bad name 
of the great city of Calcutta and let Calcutta once more shine as a purer 
city. Let us stop the social evil that has spread in Beng^d and caused 
misery to so many people. With this fervent ai>j>eal, 1 commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Motion moved : that the Bengal Supx>re8- 
sion of Immoral Trattic (Amendment) Bill, HMD, as settled in the Council, 
be passed. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, with regard to this 
motion for the third reading of the Bill, I have only a few words to sub- 
mit. I must say at the beginning that 1 do not ])ossess the o])timism of my 
friend the mover of the Bill. I have already said that if all persons of the 
world would have been like m> friend, the mover of the Bill, then prosti- 
tution would have died a natural death. As 1 havt* stated earlier that the 
effect would be that these prostitutes would be driven from small lanes to 
where we do not know. 1 wish I could be as enthusiastic as my hoi\ourable 
friend; but 1 cannot believe that ])rostitution (*an ])e suppressed. If there 
is a disease, a doctor does not want to suppress it but wants to cure it by 
applying medicine from outside as well as from within. If you want to 
suj)])ress this necessary evil, it mav find vent in other ways and have other 
repercussions and jnobably would lead to greater mischief. I find that the 
House seems to be in an optimistic mood and bent u])on doing this good, 
being imbued with a high sense of duty. 1 only ask the honourable mem- 
bers to consider one thing. If this Bill is ]>assed the (lovernment should 
proceed rather cautiously to give effect to its ])rovisions. The housing 
condition of these unfortunates should be seriously looked into. The 
localities should be separated from those inhabited by the civilian popula- 
tion. My honourable friend in his enthu.siasm has said that he was deter- 
mined to rescue these unfortunates and to bring thmii hack to tin* society. 
I ask him in all sincerity what arrangements have lK*en made to rescue these 
women, to feed them, to enable them to live a clean life? If you do not do 
that, the effect of this Bill would be that prostitution would be driven 
underground. 

With these few words, I support tlm motion for the third nsuling of 
this Bill; but would recjuest the (jovernment to ])nK*eed rather cautiously in 
this matter, to proceed step by step and think of all possible reactions. 

Alhad] Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MD. JAN; Mr. Deputy President, 
Sir, 1 support the Bill as reported by the Select Committee, i do not know 
why my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad is opposing 
this Bill. As a true Mussalman, I am in favour of its complet(* sup})ression 
or abolition. By suppressing prostitution, marriages would be increased. 
Europe and other countries are encouraging marriages and are awarding 
stipends to parents having many children. This would helj) to incr(*ase the 
man-power of a country. Some day India might be required to have more 
man-power. So, in my humble opinion this Bill is very nece.ssary and not 
only prostitution should be regulated but should he aholislied as far as 
possible. 

With these few words, I support the Bill. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before .the House is that 
the Bengal Suppression of Iininoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 194(1, as 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

IX— The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that the Indian Lunacy 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 194*1, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1 ) The Hon’bl(‘ Khan Bahadur Maulvi lalaluddin Ahmad, Minister- 
in-charge of the ibiblic Health and Local Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Mr. It. W. N. Ferguson, 

(3) Dr. Kumud Sankar Itay, 

(4) Itai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(5) Mr. Khorahed Alarn Chowdhury, 

((>) Mr. Haridas Maziimdar, 

(7) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(9) Mr, Abdul Latif, 

(10) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to subTiiit their rtqmrt witliin four montlis from tlie date 
of reference and that the number of members whose ])resen(e sliall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum sliall be four. 

Sir, this is a very short Bill which wants to amend the Indian Lunacy 
Act in one ])oint only, namely, to give power for temporary release of the 
lunatics under certain conditions. There is ik/ provision in the Jjidian 
Lunacy A(d for temporary lelease of any lunatics. This Bill was cijculated 
for eliciting public o])ini(in thereon. About 4o opinions have been received, 
and with a few exciqitions all the opinions sujijiort this jirovision in the 
Bill. It w;is particularly i-irculated to those who ai‘e in chaige of the 
lunatics and who are in charge of the jails. Sir, for the information of the 
House I refer only to some of the opinions of the District otlicials and also 
officers in charge of jails. Sir, at first I refer to the opinion of the District 
Magistrate of Malda who says that “some such provision is desirable even 
in tlie case of temporary; release.” Then 1 refer to the opinion of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate of Tijipera who says that “1 see no objection to the piovi- 
sions of this Bill.” Then I refer to the o})inion of the Superintendent, 
Tippera Jail, who says that “1 agree to the provisions proposed by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, m.l.c ” Then 1 refer to the opinion of the Secre- 

tary, Indian Tea IManters’ Association, Jalpaiguri, who has said that “I 
am directed by the ( ommittee of my Association to state that there is no 
objection to the provisions of the Bill.” Then I refer to the opinion of the 
Superintendent, Ihibna Jail, which runs as follows: — 

“1 have highly appreciated the amendment regarding temporary release 
of any lunatic detained in the asylum.” 

I also refer to the opinion of the Superintendent of the Chittagong Jail, 
m,v own district. The Jail Superintendent says “I am of opinion that this 
proposed amendment would be a considerable improvement on the existing 
Lunacy Act as it is in accord wdth modern ideas regarding treatment of 
ineiitai diseases.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: All these opinions have already been 
circulated to honourable members and it is no use reading them out. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: The opinions were circulated no ‘doubt but in 
support ot niy motion lor ieferrin«»‘ tlie Hill to a Select Committee. I am citing 
them again. However, Sir, I do not want to say more and I simply 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Indian Lunacy 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, be referred t;- a Select Committee consist- 

ing of — 

(1) The HonTde Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ldaliiddin Ahmad, Minister-in- 

charge of tlie Public Health and laxail Self-(TOvernment 
Department, 

(2) Mr. R. AV. K. Ferguson, 

(3 ) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(4) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Alaitra, 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(6) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Momin, c.i.E., 

(7) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Sliamsuzzoha, 

(D) Mr. Abdul Latif, 

(10) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, and 

(11 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence .shall be necessary 
to constitute a ([uorum sliall be four. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I oppose the motion on the technical 
ground that no one has been taken on the select committee from this jiarty; 
We are entitled to one member. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 am very sorry. Sir, that by an oversight no 
nominee from that ])arty has been taken in. If tlierc is no objection on the 
part of my friend. Air, Afazumdar, to inov(‘ an ameiidiiifMit lo that etfeid, 
or if the ('hair gives me jiermission 1 can move an amendment, that in |)laco 
of Khan Bahadur Alomin, the name of Mr. Haridas Alazumdar be substi- 
tuted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let some other honourable member do 
so. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: AAith your permission T move 
that the name of Khan Bahadur Alomin be substituted by that of Air. Hari- 
das Alazumdar in the per.sonnel of the Select (’ominittee. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that the name of 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin be substituted by that of Mr. Haridas Alazumdar 
in tlie personnel of the Select Committee. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW; Sir, we cannot agree to this motion as we 
feel that there is no need for this Bill at all. We find no sense in this at all, 
because section 33 of the existing AvX gives power to the authorities in 
charge of lunatics to di.scharge tnem if they think fit on application by a 
relative or friend. It appears to me that the existing provision covers all 
that Air. Nur Ahmed seeks to a<*complish by his Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943; and for that reason I oppose the motion. But 
apart from that altogether, it is very difficult to dissociate lunacy from the 
actual terms of the Bill. Let me give an example. In the proposed sec- 
tion 33D the honourable member suggests “if such lunatic is at any time 
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during the period of such release found io be unmanageable or dangerous 
and unfit to be at large * * * * * ” then various steps have to be 

taken. But the point is the result of the Bill as envisaged in the proposed 
clause namely that unmanageable and dangerous lunatic may be at 

large. Surely that is an object with which nobody will agree. We are 
going to oppose this motion. In any case, I mentioned to the member 
before today’s meeting began that Mr. Ferguson would not be able to be 
present on the Select Committee and I suggested that he should replace 
that name by the name of Mr. Clarke. I am not prepared to move an 
amendment to this effect. But if some other member moves such an 
amendment we would agree to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But you are competent to move the 
amendment. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Sir, I object to the whole motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You object to the motion for referring 
the Bill to tlie Select Committee? 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Yes. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move the name of 
Mr. It. AV. N. Ferguson be replaced by the name of Mr. Clarke to serve on 
the Select Committee. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Indian 
Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, J94?l, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The lloiCble Khan Bahadxir Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, Minister- 

in-hcarge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
department, 

(2) Mr. C. E. darke, 

(f'l) ])r. Kuniud Sankar Bay, 

(4) Itai Bahadur Brojeiidra Mohan Maitra, 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

((>) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Mr. Kjider Baksh, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(9) Mr. Abdul Latif, 

(10) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instriictiniis to submit their report within four moiiths from the date 
of reference and that the number of members wluKse present shall be 
necessary to constitute a (luoruni shall be four. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to oppose the 
motion. In doing so 1 must make it plain that my objection is not directed 
against the ])ersonnel of the Select Committee or to the objects of this 
Bill. T agree with Mr. Laidlaw that, for practical purposes, the provisions 
of section iVi of the main Act are wide enough to cover cases which are 
attempted to be covered by the Bill. In fact the Government have ample 
power, whenever they think fit, to release lunatic prisoners from jail custody 
and make them over to whomsoever they think fit. This Bill attempts to 
widen the provisions. The danger that may arise from their temporary 
release would be that it would be impossible to say how the lunatic would 
behave when so released. They may commit crimes during their temporary 
release. The matter should therefore be carefully considered before we 
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send it to the Select Committee. In sendinj? a Bill to a Seelct Committee 
we are asked to accept the principles of the Bill. As the Bill is unnecessary 
and might be attended with danger, I oppose the motion. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that 
the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 194d, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khan -Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad. Minister** 

in-charge of the Public Healtli and Local Se1f-(iovernment 
Department, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Dr. Kumud Sankar Bay, 

(4) Bai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(•3) Mr. Khorslied Alam Chovvdhury, 

(b) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Shainsiizzoha, 

(9) Mr. Abdul laiiif, 

(10) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the dale 
of reference and that the number of members wliose presence sliall be 
necessary to constitute a (luorum shall be four. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result; 


AYE— 17. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Bahadur N. Amin. 

Mr. K. Baksh. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Reaiuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Moazzemaii Chowdhury. 


Mrs. K.D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hossain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOES— 13. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohammad 
«lan. 


Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. James Orr. 

Mr. R. 8. Pursseil. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the motion — 17; against the motion — !•'!. The motion is, tlieret'ore, 
carried. 


The Bengal State-Aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal State- Aid to 
Industries (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a select committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Shahabuddin, Minister-in-charge of the 

Commerce, Labour and Industries Department, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 
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(4) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra verti, 

(5) Mr. Hariclas Maziimdar, 

(fj) Mr. Khorshed Alam ('howdhury, 

(7) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(8) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Md. Habibullah Chowdhury, 

(10) Mr. Mohammad Hossain, and 
(11 ; the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence sliall be necessary 
to constitute a ({uorum sliall be four. 

Sir, this Amendment Bill was first introduced in 1987. But when my 
term of membership terminated, the Bill lapsed. It was re-introduced in 
1940. In the meantime, the fiist coalition ministiy brought an amending 
Bill and in vi<>w of that 1 did not move any motifin for referring this Bill 
to a select committee. The. (lovernment Bill was indeed referred to a 
select committee but in the meantime the first cfialition ministry fell and 
the Bill was not jiroceeded with by the following ministiy. This amending 
Bill contains some useful provisions to anumd the juesent Act in such a 
way as would enable the State to devcdop the indust rii's in Bengal. Various 
st(‘]>s have been taken for the develo])ment of industries in other ])rovinces. 
The Indian Industrial ('ommission went into the (juestion ol tlie working 
of various provincial acts. The (lOvernment of India a]>]iointed a Com- 
mission to eiKjuiic* into the matter under the head of working fd the State 
Aid to Industries the ('ommission found that the llengal Act was defective. 
It must be admitted that the Bengal Act in sojue ies])(‘cts crmtain wider 
scope than the Madras Act and other similar acts of olhei’ ])rovinces in 
India. Hut in th(‘ matt(‘r of small industries and cottage industry the 
d(*finition is not wimt it should b(‘. Though this Act was enactral in 1981 
it is an admitted fact that no extensive use has been made of this Act in 
order to devrdo]) small industries ami cottage industii(‘s in Bengal. There 
are some detects in the jirovisions of this Act which come in the way of 
giving aid to the industri<*s in such a wa\ as the industry may develoj) in 
all possible way. Theiv is a juovision of Board; but the Board's work is 
not i<alutary at all. The Industrial ('ommission found that in Bengal very 
little sum has been spent by the Government and there is no fund to speak 
just like that of Madras and Punjab out of which help cun be given. The 
]U’ovisions of the Act and rules made thereunder are so elaborate and so 
complicated that persons applying for aid liave to undergo a lengthy j^rocess 
to get aid and it takes such a long time that no benefit is <lerived from it. 
In Bengal the largest sum spent on these industries has jiot exceeded 
Its. o(l, 0(10. 1 know that Government intend to bring in a comprehensive 

Bill and this was the reason why my Bill was circulated for dieting public 
opinion when I brought it last time. It received widespread support from 
all quarters. As the Bill was circulated long ago, as far back as 1940, I 
may just give some of the opinion received. Altogether 07 opinions were 
received. Most of them support the Bill, The District Magistrate of 
Jessore says “I am in general in complete agreement with the object of the 
Amendment Bill. The Provincial Government should be given powers to 
grant subsidies to cottage industries. Begarding the detailed provisions 
of the Bill, I give below my opinion clause by clau.se. ('lause 1 — No 
objection. Glause 2 — No objection, ('lause 8 — tdause {j) may be accepted 
but clause ((') requires modification. The existing law provides for two 
members to be elected from among the members of the Bengal Legislative 
Council. An addition of four more members from tlie Legislature would 
make the technical body far too cumbrous if the Legislature should find 
representation on the Board and not six as is being proposed. J would 



1945.1 T;0N-0F¥IC1AL BILLS. 169 

further suggest that two District Officers io he nominated by the Govern- 
ment should also be given seats on the Board. At present the Board do not 
get the benefit of the advice of men Avho are actually engaged in the work 
of reviving village industries. Politicians and representatives of vested 
interests would be doing useful service but it will be a definite advantage 
to have at least two officials in direct touch with. the industrial problems in 
rural areas on the Board. 1 would further suggest the addition of two 
more seats to two selected diairmen of District Boards. The latter bodies 
are keenly and directly interested in the revival of rural imlustries. Two 
of the Chairmen ought to be as.sociated in this nation-Bnilding work of 
high importance. Clause 4 — the addition proposed does not seem necessary. 
Clause 5 — No objection. Clause 0 — The limit of lielp ])rescribed by the 
existing laTV is very healthy and should not be exceeded in any case. 
Clause 7 — No objection. Clause 8 — Does not strike me as necessary. 
Clause 9 — No objection. Clause 10 — Not necessary. Chairman of the 
Jessore Municipality intimates that the provisions of the Bill have been 
approved. The District Magistrate of Burdwan says “1 have the honour 
to say that the provisions of the Bill appear to be desirable for hel])ing new 
industries and opening up avenues of em]>loyment .” Vice-Chairman, 
Kajshahi District Board, states “That the Board has no objection with 
regard to the amendment projvosed therein.” Tlien, Sir, 1 rel(‘r to the 
opinion of the Second Vice-Chairman, Bankura l)istri(‘t Board, which is to 
the effect that “Tliis Board at its last meeting has resolved that the Dis- 
trict Board has no objection with regard to the piovisions of tlie Bill.” 
Then let me read the opinion of the doint Honorary Secretaries, British 
Indian Association, which run.s thus — 

“The Bill seeks to get over the stringent juovisions of the Bengal State 
Aid to Industries Act, 1981, and to provide for enabling State Aid to be 
given mainly for the purpose of encouraging and develo])ing cottage 
industries and industries on a small sc^ale in the shajie of loan guarantee. 
With such a Bill our Committee are in perfect agreement as they are of 
opinion that the case for nursing and develo])ing cot f age industries in 
Bengal through (xovernment subsidy or loan is v(*ry strong. The (com- 
mittee have observed that the State Aid to Industries Af;t ot 1981, has not 
met with the needs satisfactorily and given no im])etus to the development 
of cottage industries, although individuals have oblained financial aid to a 
limited extent on stringent conditions. It is essential to widen the scope 
of tile Act. The formation of a non-official Advisory Board and also of 
District Committee is also a move in the right direction. Tn th(‘ circum- 
stances our (’ommittee are in general agreement with the Bill under review.” 

Sir, th(‘i'e are also other (►])inions which have b(‘eii ri*ceiv(‘d and whudi 
strongly su])port this Bill. Therefore, 1 commend this motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved that the 
Bengal State-Aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Shahabuddin, Minister-in-charge of the 

Commerce, Labour and Industries Department, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(8) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(5) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(6) Mr. Khorshed Alain Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(8) Kh.an Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed, 
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(9) Mr. Md. Habibulla Chowdbury, 

(10) Mr. Mohammad Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with inHtructioiis to submit their report within four months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, on this motion I should 
like to know the position of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment. I know that the (Tovernineut were considering a project like this 
for a long time, it is probable tliat (jovernment have not yet 
concluded their deliberation. A scheme like this requires money; the 
question MM)uld he whether (iovernment would be pre])ared to spend money. 
The other (juestion would be supi)ly of a necessary machinery to work out 
the scheme; 1 would like to know wliether Government are in a position 
to provide the necessary machimu-y to work the scheme 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But what is the scheme.^ 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That is the next question 
whicdi 1 am going to deal with. The question of the scheme is very import- 
ant. The hojiourahh* movtu* of Ihe motion has said ihat this is a part of the 
post-war r(‘conshuclion scheme. But in the Budget whi(di was rec^ently 
presented lien*, there was no indication of any post-war rec{)nstruction 
scheme, in fa(di tliis rehabilitation of collage iiidustiies and small indus- 
tries should he a part of the ]>ost-war reconstruction. A scheme of this 
magnitude and importance should not Ix' considered piecemeal, but the 
(jovernment should comc' forward with a c()m])lete scheme with necessary 
amount of money and adecjuate staff, and tlum only a schejue of this magni- 
tude may he considered proi>(*rly. Tin* (juestion tliat is attempted to be 
dealt with hy this Bill is only a ])iecemeal measure affecting only the fringe 
of the subject. A more satisfactory and a comprehensive scheme will alone 
be adequsiti*. In fact, it is necessary for the Government to carefully consi- 
der whetlu'r it should he a ])arty to a pieceimuil measure like this. Govern- 
ment are notoriously unsuit<‘d for managing business, and whenever they 
try to do so, mismanagement is generally the result. It is for this reason 
that 1 would suggest to the FTon'hh' ^Minister to give us his (‘onsidered 
views on this subject, a much fuller ])icture of the reiamstruction scheme 
which may be in his mind of whicli this subject is only a part. 1 do not 
object to this Bill on any abstract princiyde; 1 consider the subject to be too 
im})ortant to b<‘ disposeil of b\ sending it to a Select Committee. That 
would siuqily be sending it to the Avaste pa])er basket, liie subject is 
important enough to justify a more conqindiensive treatment. The scheme, 
the finance and the necessai-y working mmhinery must be considered as a 
whole. So far as voting on this motion is ('oncerned, much will depend 
upon how the ITon’ble Minister explains his position. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I agree Avith my honourable 
friend, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, that the Bill envisages matters 
whiidi require very careful consideration, and that a Bill for State Aid to 
Industries should be more comprehensive than what is contemplated by the 
honourable mover of the motion. 1 admit that my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed 
has done a very useful seiwice by bringing to the notice of the House this 
ver,A urgent matt<*r; but as Khan Bahadur ISaziruddin has said the matter 
has been under the consideration of Government for a long time. An 
Industrial Survey C^ommittee of Bengal has also considered this Bill for 
State Aid to industries and they have made certain recommendations. 
Besides, this Government had other Bills examined by the Director of 
Industries and by two or three gentlemen who were on the Board of Indus- 
tries. Government after considering all their recommendations have 
prepared the mam outlines of a Bill. The delay has taken place owing to 
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th6 examination of the Bill by the Finance Department but I am in a 
position to assure the House that the stajo^e has been reached where I can 
pive an assurance that a comprehensive Bill will be introduced in this House 
in the next session and I agree that until and unless a proper and liberal 
provision of funds is forthcoming this uinending Bill wifi not be of much 
use. Government is considering all these points and 1 hope I may be able 
soon to come up with my Bill before the House. By that time I hope to 
be able to obtain the consent of*the entire cabinet to" a liberal provision of 
funds for i\n% purpose. Therefore, I would request the honourable mover 
of the motion to withdraw the Bill and not to press his motion for referring 
it to a Select Committee. - ^ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In view of. the assurance given by the Honourable 
Minister, I beg to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to give 
leave to the honourable mover to withdraw his motion y 

(Cries of “Yes, Yes”). 

(The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjoiiined till 
1-30 p.m. on Monday, 

Adjournment. 

adjourned till 1.30 p.ui. on Monday, the 5th March, 

l94o. 


19 
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Members Absent. 

The following memfeer^ were absent from the meeting held on the 3u( 
March, 1945:— 

(1) Bai Bahadur 5. C. Banerji. 

(2) Mr. M. B. Jaipuria. ^ 

(3) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan, 

(4) Mr. N. N. Mohalanabish. 

(5) Khan Bahadur M. A. Moinin. 

(G) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Muklesiir Rahman, 

(8) Dr. K. S. Kay. 

(9) Bai Bahadur R. B, Roy, 

(10) The Hon Mile Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945— No. 10. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 5th March, 1945, at 1-dO p.m., being the 
tenth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to Section Q2{2)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamtd Chowdhuky, 
j.r.) was in the Chair. 

Point of Information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to my short-notice 
question regarding Mr. Satindra Nath Sen’s hunger-strike, the llon’ble 
Minister in charge said that he would reply to this question. May I know 
if he will give his reply today? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Sir Nazimuddin, are jxu prepared to 
give the reply? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will give reply to the 
question regarding Kainalaghat fire. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That was, Sir, an ordinary (piestion. 

I want to know if the Hon’ble Chief Minister will answer my short-notice 
question regarding Mr. Satindra Nath Sen’s hunger-strike in connection 
with T. B. prisoners. He promised to reply to it today. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No, Sir, that answer was 
fixed to be given on Tuesday and not Monday. 

Questions and answers 

Fire at Kamalaghat bandar in MunshiganJ. 

47. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home l>e[>arliuent l>e pleased to state — 

t (i) the cause of the fire which broke out at Kainalaghat harular in the 
Munshiganj subdivision of the di.strict of Dacca during the night 
of the 2Gth/27th Gctol>er, 1944; 

(//) the total loss caused by the fire; 

(ill) how many Hindu shoi>keepers and businessmen were aflecled and 
what was the total loss to their juoperty ; and 

(iv) how’ many Muhammadan shopkeepers and businessmen were affected 
and what was the total loss to their property ? 

(b) Do the Government considei the advisability of apix)inting a public 
enquiry committee consisting of officials and non-orficials at an early date in 
view of the grave charges that are being circulated against the Suhdivisional 
OflScer in charge of the subdivision? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) The fire started in a godown of Babu 
Jagadish Pal and Government are satisfied that it w^as an accident. 

(it) to (iv) Detailed information is not available. The total number of 
merchants affected was 103. 

(b) No. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Honnble Minister be pleased 
ito state the reason for arriving at the conclusion that Government was 
satisfied that it was an accident? What is the basis of that conclusion? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have had more than one 
thorough enquiry made in the matter and it was found that there is nothing 
to show that it was done by somebody deliberately. There is not an iota 
of evidence that it was an act of incendiarism. The police officers who 
enquired into the matter are definitely of opinion that there is no proof 
whatsoever in support of the contention that it w^as an act of iurendiaiism. 
If anything at all, there is some doubt whether it was done by himself; 
but even of that there is no evidence. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR S Will the Mon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who are the persons who held the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble KhWAja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN S The Su])erintendent of 
Police himself. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he i)leased 
to state whether it was a public enquiry or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; The usual enquiry was made 
and anv member of the public were entitled to go there. As a matter ot 
fact, when he was making enquiry on the spot he asked members of the 
public to give any information they w^anted to give. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Was it notified that an enquiry was 
going to be held and that the persons interested should depose before the 
committee ? 


The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as T am aware, it was 
not notified in the Gazette. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Then how the people would know that 
there was going to be an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member 
has no idea of Kamalaghat or in fact any idea about rural condition. 
Whenever a Superintendent of Police goes there, the people get informa- 
tion that there w’as going to be an enquiry. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAilUMDAR: In the circumstances, does tiie Govern- 
ment propose to hold another public enquiry as alieady there have been 
many comments in the newspapers to the^ effect that this was due to 
incendiarism? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is unfortunate that I 
have not got the papers with me but the reports show overwhelmingly that 
it was not due to incendiarism. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR; Will the Hon^ble Minister please state 
how long it would take to place the detailed information before the House ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very likely, if the 
honourable members put another question in this session. 


Message from the Assembly. 

The SECRETARY (Dr. S. K, D. Gupta): Sir, the following message 
has been receiv(‘d from the Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Assembly at its meeting held on the 28th 
lebruary, 194 d, agreed to the Bengal Embankment (Amend- 


ment) Bill, 1944, as passed 
without any amendments. 


by the Bengal Legislative Council, 

(Sd.) Syed Nattsherali, Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly:'* 
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Laying of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rulesi 1940. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to lay before the 
House the amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehiclo.s llnles, 1940. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIH: Sir, 1 also beg to iutroduee 
the Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 194.j. 

The Secretarj' then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


The Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Albert Victor Leper Hospital ^Anleudment) 
Bill, as passed by tlie Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mfe DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Albert Victor 
Leper H(}spital (Amendment) Bill, as })aSvsed by the Assembly, be taken 
into consideration. 

The question before the House is: That the Albert Victor Ticper 
Hospital (Amsndment) Bill, as passed by the Assmnhly, be taken into 
consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


The Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 lup to movc^ 
that the Muishidahad Bill, 1944, as ])asse(] by tlie Assemlily, he tnln’ji into 
consideration. 


In this connection I may say that the object of the Bill is to make 
adecpiate provision for the maintenance of tlie youn^*er ehildreii of (lie 
deceased Nawab Bahadur and their sons and dauj»Jiters consistent witJi 
their family dignity, rnder the existing law all pioiieifies belonging to 
the Murshidabad Estate descended and are enjoyed by tlie Nawab Hahadni* 
under the custom of the jirimogeniture. Thus the younger sons and 
daughters of the Nawab Bahadur l^ave no rigdit to tb(* Instate j)roj)ertieH. 
At present certain allowances are given to the younger sons and daughters 
of the Nawab Bahadur out of the income of the Lstate which is no under 
the management of the Court of Wards. But such management shall 
automahcallv cease under the Murshidal)ad Estate Administration Act, 
iJdd, alter the demise of the present Nawab Bahadur and there may not be 
any occasion for Government’s laking <iver the niunagcment again. In 
that case, the younger children of the deceased Nawab Bahadur will be at 
the mercy of the Nawab Bahadur. This state of affairs cannot be considered 
as desirable in respect of a noble family of the provinc^e. Accordirinlv 
under the provisions o£ the Bill a charge has Wii created on the airricul- 
tural income of the State to the extent of Rs.l lakh for distribution among 
the younger children of the deceased Nawab Bahadur and their sons and 
dau^ters. This measure has the approval of the present Nawab Baliudur 
ol Mursliidabad and the heir-apparent. In short it is a tcmiiorarv 
arrangement which requires the seal of approval of the Legislature, and I 
hope, Sir, that in a matter like this the House will be pleased to accept it. 

Muf!hidIl>^^'^Tni ** *1"’ 

Ss'Sion. ’ 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 

TOuld like to know whether previous sanction 


Sir, in this connectiou I 
of the Governor has be.B 
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taken to this Bill. It is necessary under section 299(J) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, that if a Bill or an amendment affects the rig»Jit8 to 
lands it cannot be introduced in any House without the previous sanction 
of the Governor. It is a formal question that I put, and I suppose the 
sanction has been taken. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The previous approval 
of His Excellency has been obtained already. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is that the Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly be 
taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the amendments made by the Assembly to the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Ile])atriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, in this connection I would like to say that the Bill was originally 
introduced in the Council and passed by it on the 17th February, 1944, 
and it was jjassed by the Assembly in the last Session with certain amend- 
ments and referred back to the Council for its approval to lliese amendments. 
The amendments made by the Assembly are intended to remove certain 
drafting defects in the Bill to ensure more efficient working of the measure 
and also to provide for the continuance of the action taken under the 
Ordinance 111 of 1943, and validation of the action taken after the expiry 
of the Ordinance III of 1943. The amendments thus made are now placed 
before the House for concurrence. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved: That the 
amendments made by the Assembly to the Bengal Dchtitute Persons (Repat- 
riation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question b(‘fore the House is: that 
the amendments made by the Assembly to the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Finance Bill, 1944 (as passed by the Assembly). 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Finance Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly, be 
taken into consideration by the Council. 

The object of this Bill is to extend, up to the 31st March, 1948, the 
operation of the enhanced rates, introduced by the Bengal Finance Act, 
1943, in respect of the following taxes : ’ 

(1) Entertainments Tax, leviable under section 3 of the Bengal 

Amusements Tax Act, 1922, (Bengal Act V of 1922), 

(2) Totalisator Tax, leviable under section 16*of the said Act; 

(3) Betting tax, leviable under section 18 of the said Act; and 

(4) Electricity Duty, leviable under section 3 of the Bengal Electri- 

city Duty, Act, 1935, (Bengal Act X of 1935). 

It will be recalled that the Bengal Finance Act of 1943 was enacted by 
the Governor during the period of operation of section 93 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, in this province up to the 31st March, 1945. In 
terms of sub-section { 4 ) of section 43 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
the Bengal Finance Act, 1943, will cease to have effect on the expiry of two 
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effective after the 15th April, 1945. It will be readily appreciated that in 
the present circumstances there can be no question of giving up the 
additional revenue whicli is being brought in by the Bengal Finance Act. 
It is proposed therefore to continue the provisions of the existing Act up 
to the 31st March, 1948. I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Finance 
Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before Ihe House is : that 
the Bengal Finance Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly be taken into 
consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: T beg 

to move that the Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1945, be taken into 
consideration. 

The Bill was introduced in 1944. Now it is l)eing considert'd in 1945 
and it is publislied in 1945; so it vshould be 1945. 

This Bill is similar in type to the Bengal Rep(‘aling and Amending 
Act, 1938, (Bengal Act I of 1939), which I bad (he i)leasure of bringing 
before, and getting passed by, this Legislature in the year 193S. 

After that the Bengal General Clauses (Amendment) Act, 1939 (Bengal 
Act I of 1940), was enacted by this Legislatur(‘. This latter enactment 
amongst other things inserted a new section, vi/., section (SA, in th(‘ Bengal 
General Clauses Act, 1899, by virtue of which it is now ])ossible to repeal en- 
actments passed since the commencement of Bengal Act T of 1899 by whi(di 
textual amendments have been made in previous enactments without, in 
any way, affecting the continuance of tlie altcu-ations made in tlic princii)al 
Acts by such amending enactments. This has made j)ossil)le tin* removal 
from the Statute Book of a numb(*r of enactments which are no longer of 
any use in themselves. It will a])pear from the Section Scliedule a])pended 
to this Bill that the bulk of the repeals proposed in this Bill reiat(‘ to 
matters of this description. 

Besides such repeals some otlier formal re|)eals and amendments also 
of a non-controversial nature have been sought to be made in the vStatute 
Book by this measure. These amendments and rejuails iiave been more 
fully explained in the remarks columns of the Schedules and in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons appended to the Bill and do not (‘all for 
further elaboration on my part. 

In preparing the Bill great care has been taken to include only such 
repeals and amendments as are without doubt entirely of a formal nature 
and which cannot be the subject of any controversy. 

Clause 4 of the Bill is a saving jirovision which cloudy follows jnecedents 
in enactments of tliis type enacted both in iliis Legislature and in the 
Central Legislature. 

In view, therefore, of what I have now said, T re(|uest the House to 
agree to my motion without any division. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that th(‘ Bengal Repeal- 
ing and Amending Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the H()use is that the Bengal Repealing and 
Amending Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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The Bengal Rent Recovery (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Eent Recovery (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945, be 
taken into consideration. 

Sir, under the existing law the Collector of a district should hold Patni 
sales personally on every occasion and if he is rendered unable to do so 
under emergent circumstances or illness, etc., the sales must be held up — 
position which is extremely unsatisfactory. In order to get over this 
unsatisfactory position with regard to the holding of Patni sales, it is 
necessary to amend the Bengal Rent Recovery (Under-Tenures) Act, 1865, so 
^ to empower any officer other than the Collector, whom the Provincial 
Government by notification appoint to exercise the functions of a Collector 
under that Act. 

• this is a short simple Bill and I hope the 'House will accept it 
without division. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Rent Reco- 
very (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945, be taken into consi(leration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Rent Recovery 
(Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Sir, I beg to move that the Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration clause by clause. Sir, this is a very 
simple Bill and has only two clauses. The Bill only seeks to make provi- 
sion so that the lands of the hos])ital can be disposed of if it is necessary 
in the interest of the institution to do so and it also seeks to acquire lands 
for the institution otherwise than by applying the provisions of the liUiid 
Acquisition Act, 1894. The sole object of the Bill is to ]nuke better 
management of the institution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; I beg to move: that in 
clause 1 of the Bill for the figure “1944”, the figure “1945” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

On a point of information. Sir. Cannot this correction be made by the 
office? If this correction can be automatically done by the office, 1 need 
not accept this amendment, otherwise I shall have to ai'cejit it. ’ 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This may be done by the office. There 
are precedents m the Bengal General Clauses (Amendment) Act, 1939 to 
this eftect. ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

In that ease, this ameudiueut is not necessary at all and I think this clause 
as it IS may stand. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. tl.ere should he definite 
precedent in regard to this sort of amendments. Many amendments have 
been accepted in the past. I quite admit that these are not necessary 
because the Secretary of the originating House has the full power to make 
such coiTections, but I have brought in this amendment for an obvious 
reas^ which cannot be ignored. In these circumstances, I ask leave of 
the Mouse to withdraw this motion provided you give a definite ruling that 
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in future these amendments will not be necessary. As a matter of fact 
this practice has been followed by many honourable members of this House 
and in order to raise this point, I have taken up this matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I may tell the House that 
even without these amendments the purpose of the Bill will be served. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In that view of the matter, 
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the desire of the House <o grant 
the honourable member leave to withdraw his amendment 

The amendments were then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

CImtse 1. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

CImtse 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Title and Preamble be added to the 
Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Title and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Sir, 1 beg* to move that the Albert Victor Le])er IIosj)ital ( Anicndmeut) 
Bill, as settled in the (’ouncil, be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Albert Victor 
Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, as settled in the 
Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Murshidahad Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House will now take 
up consideration of the Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Assembly. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 1 .stand part of the Bill, 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 8ir, 1 gave notice of some 
amendments. I understand the Department has gone through them and 
a revised draft of amendments. They are exactly to the same 
precisely worded. So, with your permission and 
with the permission of the House I move the amendment draft which has 
t)een sent to me. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 1 of the Bill, for the figure “1944”, 
the figure “1945” be substituted. 



180 


GOVEBNMENT BILLS. 


[5th Mabch, 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may tell you, Khan Bahadur, that the 
same thing will happen in respect of this amendment also. So you need 
not move it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: All right, Sir. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

CUiAise 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that 
before sub-clause (a) of clause 2, the following be inserted, namely, “1(a) 
‘daughter’ means legitimate daughter.” 

Sir, in moving this amendment 1 must say that this 
amendment would not have been necessary but for the iiassage 
which occurs in sub-section (/) of section *1, paragraph (c), 
iwhere a son is qualified by the fact that a son must be “of a lawfully- 
married wife”. An inference from that would be that other sons and 
daughters may be legitimate or illegitimate. The fact that a particular 
condition is attached to the sons and daughters in one place would neces- 
earily imply that in other places the sous or daughters may not be legi- 
timate. In order to clarify the position this amendment would he necessary 
and it is in this view that I have moved my amendment. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that before sub- 
clause (a) of clause 2 the following be inserted, namely, “l(o) ‘daughter’ 
means a legitimate daughter.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I accept the 

amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
before sub-idause (a) of clause 2 the following be inserted, namely, “1(a) 
‘daughter’ means a legitimate daughter.” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I ask your kind per- 
mission to revise my amendment exactly in the form suggested by the 
Revenue Dejiartment, namely, that after sub-clause (r) of clause 2, the 
following be inserted, namely, “(cc) ‘son’ means a legitimate son.” 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that after sub- 
clause (c) of clause 2 the following be inserted, namely, 

“(cc) ‘son’ means a legitimate son’*. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Kh&n Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I ask your permission to 
move a revised amendment. I beg to move that in paragraph (c) of sub- 
clause {1) of clause 3 in lines 1 and 2 the words “born of a lawfully married 
wife” be omitted. 



GK)VEENMENT BILLS. 


181 


1945 .] 


Sir, the difficulty that has been created in the Bill is that certain rights 
have been given to sons and daughters born of a lawfully married wife. 
Now, if these words — **born of a lawfully married wife^' are retained the 
effect would be that sons and daughters described may be sons and daughters 
who need not be legitimate. So in order to remove this anomally I have 
moved this amendment and I hope the House will accept it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in paragraph 
(c) of sub-clause (1) of clause 3 in lines 1 and 2 the words “born of a 
lawfully married wife“ be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in paragraph (c) of sub-clause (1) of clause 3 in lines 1 and 2 the words 
“born of a lawfully married wife” be omitted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Chmse 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand purl of the Bill. The 
question before the house is that clause 4 stand })art ol the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 5. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is: that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Title an<l Freamhle, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the short title and the preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 am grateful 
to the House for accepting this Bill without much discuission. 

I now beg to move that the Bill, as settled in the C/ouneil, be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Murshidabad 
Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is: that the Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 8ir, I beg to move 

that the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be 
taken into consideration, clause by clause. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. As regards the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief; Bill, 1944, the House will now 
take up consideration of the amendments made by the Assembly. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That for the j)rovi8o to 
sub-clause (2) of clause 3, the following jiroviso be substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that no force shall be used to a woman except by another 
woman empowered in this behalf by the authorised officer.” 
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Mra DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
for the proviso to sub-clause (2) of clause 3, the following proviso be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“Provided that no force shall be used to a woman except by another 
woman empowered in this behalf by the authorised officer.’’ 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clcmse 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That in sub>clause (1) 
of clause 4, in line 1, for the word “may’’ the word “shall” be substituted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in sub-clause (!) of clause 4, in line 1, for the word “may” the word “shall” 
be substituted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clame 5. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That for clause 5, the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

6. (1) An authorised officer may, subject to any rules made under 

“OrderH as to section 12 and to such directions as may from 
conduct and time to time be issued in this behalf by the 
discipline. Provincial Government, make orders in writing 

for regulating the conduct of, and the maintenance of discipline 
amongst destitute persons detained under section 3 in any place 
provided under section 4 and when such orders have been made 
every destitute person so detained in such place shall comply with 
such orders. 

(2) If any destitute person to whom an order under sub-section (1) 
relates wilfully disobeys or neglects to comply with such order, 
he shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to be 
inniished with imprisonment for a term wliich may extend to 
three months.” 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for 
clause 5, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

5. (1) An authorised officer may, subject to any rules made under 

‘‘OrdorH as to section 12 and to such directions as may from 
conduct and time to time be issued in this behalf by the 

discipline. Provincial Government, make orders in writing 

for regulating the conduct of, and the maintenance of discipline 
amongst destitute persons detained under section 3 in any place 
provided under section 4 and when such orders have been made 
every destitute person so detained in such place shall comply 
with such orders. 

(.‘1) If any destitute person to whom an order under sub-section (1) 
relates wilfully disobeys or neglects to comply with such order, 
he shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to be punish- 
ed with imj)risonment for a term which may extend to three 
months.” 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 7. 

W**" DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: For sub-clause (1) 
of clause 7, the following sub-clause be substituted: — 

“(i) The authorized officer may at any time repatriate a destitute person 
detained under section 3 to the usual place of residence of such 
person as determined by such officer: 
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Provided that no destitute person shall be so repatriated unless the 
authorised officer is satisfied after such inquiries as he may 
consider necessary that adequate arrangements for ensuring the 
livelihood of such person have been made at such place of 
residence.’* 

For paragraph (h) of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, the following paragraph 
be substituted, namely: — 

‘'(b) by such means and sUch route or routes, as the authorized officer 
may determine”. ^ 

For sub-clause (4) of clause 7, the followinft sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(t/) If a destitute person, — 

(a) wilfully obstructs any arrangements made by the a'-thorised officer 

for ‘his repatriation or refuses without reasonable cause to 
comply with any order of the authorised officei giNcii by such 
officer for the purpose of effecting the rejiatriation of such 
person, or 

(b) having as a result of repatriation left or been removed from 

Calcutta or any municipality, subsequently returns to any 
place within either Calcutta or any municipality and is found 
begging therein, 

such person shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to 
be punished with imprisonment for a term whiidi may extend to 
three months”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: TJJie qiiestion before the House is that 
in clause 7 for sub-clause (1) of clause 7, the following sub-clause be 
substituted : — 

“(i) The authorized officer may at any time repatriate a desiilute person 
detained under section 3 to the usual place of resifleiu'c of such 
person as determined by such officer : 

Provided that no destitute person shall be so rejiatriated unless tlie 
authorised officer is satisfied after huch iu([uiries as he may 
consider necessary that adequate arrangements for ensuring the 
livelihood of such person liave been made at such place of 
residence.” 

For paragraph (b) of sub-clause {2) of clause 7, the following jiaragraph 
be substituted, namely; — 

"‘(b) by such means and such route or routes, us the authorized officer 
may determine.” 

For sub-clause {4) of clause 7, the following sub-clause lie substituted, 
namely : — 

If a destitute person, — 

(a) wilfully obstructs any arrangements made by the authorised officer 
for nis repatriation or refuses without reasonable (‘aiise to comply 
with any order of the authorised officer given by su(‘h ofii(‘er for 
the purpose of effecting the repatriation of such person, or 

(h) having as a result of repatriation left or been removed from 
Calcutta or any municipality, subsequently returns to any 
place within either Calcutta or any municipality and is found 
begging therein, 

such person shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to 
be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three months.” 

(The question was agreed to.) 
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Clause 8. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : That in clause 8, 
in line 5, for the word “rule’\ the word “order” be substituted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in clause 8, in line 5, for the word “rule”, the word “order” be substituted. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Clause h3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That for clause 13 
the following clause be substituted, namely: — 


(7) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any 
o proceedings commenced in exercise of any power 
Sn xr u?.der conferred by or under the Bengal Destitute 
BongaH)rdinance Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 
111 of 1943 and 1943, shall, notwithstanding that the said 
Bengal Ordinance II ceased to be in operation, be deem- 

of 1944 and valida- continued to have effect and to have 

afSr'tho Bengal been made, done, taken or commenced in exercise 
Ordinance 111 of of the powers conferred by or under tliis Act as 
1943 ceased to be in l^ad commeiKTd on the 2Gth day of 

operation. October, 1943. 


(2) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any proceed- 
ings commenced before the commencement of this Act but after 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Eepatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1943, (hereinafter referred to in this sub-section as 
the first Ordinance) ceased to be in operation otherwise than 
under the Bengal Destitute Persons (Reiiatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1944, which if the first Clrdinain e had been in opera- 
tion could have been validly made, done, taken or commenced in 
exercise of the powers conferred by or under the first Ordinance, 
shall not be invalid by reason of the fact that the first Ordinance 
had ceased to be in operation but shall be deemed to have been 
made, done, taken or commenced in exercise ol the powers 
conferred by or under this Act as if this Act had commenced on 
the 2Gth day of October, 1943. 

{3) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any proceed- 
ings commenced in exercise of any power conferred by or under 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1944, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to be in 
o])eration, be deemed to have been made, done, taken or com- 
menced in exercise of the powers conferred by or under this Act 
as if this Act was already in force when such rules were made or 
sucli thing was done or such action was taken or such proceedings 
were commenced.” 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for 
clause 13 the following clause be substituted : — 

13. (7) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any 

“Continuance of proceedings commenced in exercise ol any power 
action taken under conferred by or under the Bengal Destitute 
Bengal Ordinance }\*rsons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 
, 1943, shall, notwithstanding that the said 
0^944 and^lida-^ Ordinance has ceased to be in operation, be deem- 
tion of actions taken have continued to have effect and to have 

after the Bengal been made, done, taken or commenced in exercise 
Ordmance 111 of of the powers c'onf erred by or under this Act as 

^ commenced on the 26th day of 

operation. October, 1943. 
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(2) Any rules made or anything* done or any action taken or any proceed- 
ings commenced before the commencement of this Act but after 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1943 (hereinafter referred to in this sub-section as 
the first Ordinance), ceased to be in operation otherwise than 
under the Bengal Destitute Pe^son^ (Repatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1944, which if the first Ordinance had been in 
operation could have been validly made, done, taken or commenc- 
ed in exercise of the powers conferred by or under the first 
Ordinance, shall not be invalid by reason of the fact that the 
first Ordinance had ceased to be in operation but shall be deemed 
to have been made, done, taken or commenced in exercise of the 
powers conferred by or under this Act as if this Act had com- 
menced on the 26th day of October, 1943. 

(<3) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any jjroceed- 
ings commenced in exercise of any power (‘onferred by or under 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Re])atriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1944, shall on the said Ordinance* ceasing to lx* in 
operation, be deemed to have been made, done, taken or com- 
menced in exercise of the powers conferred hy or under tins Act 
as if this A(;t was already in force when such rules were made 
or such thing was done or such action was tak(‘n or such 
proceedings were commenced.’* 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That clause 14 the 
omitted. 

The question before the House is that clause 14 be omitt(‘d. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The next item is the consideration and 
passing of the Bengal Finance Bill as passed by the Assembly, but as today 
was fixed for the sending in notices of amendments, this item cannot bo 
taken up today. 

The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
this House has just now considered the Bengal Re])ealing and Amending 
Bill, 1944, I now formally move that the consideration be now i)rocecded 
with. 

Clauses 7, 2, J and 4. 

PRESIDENT: Clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 stand nart 
of the Bill. ^ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The first and second Schedules stand 
part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the first and second schedule stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

the ^^’11^^^^*^^ title and the preamble be added to 

The question before the House is that the title and the preamble be 
added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
I beg to move that the Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, as settled in 
the Council, be passed. 

Mrs DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved, that the Bengal Repeal- 
ing and Amending Bill, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Repealing and 
Amending Bill, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Rent Recovery (Under Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I beg io move 
that the Bengal Rent Recovery (Under Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945, be 
taken up, clause by clause. 

Clauses 1 and 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Clauses 1 and 2 stand jiart of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


ClaxLse 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 sent notice of an 
amendment but the Hon’ble Minister lias examined the anieiuhnent and has 
suggested a revised amendment and 1 beg to move that as iny own amend- 
ment. I beg to move that in clause 3 of the Bill in sub-clause (1) for the 
w’ords “other officer duly authorised,” the w’ords “such oilier officer not 
below the rank of a Heimty Collector as may be duly authorised” be 
substituted. 

This, I think, will improve the context. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is very difficult for me, Ehan 
Bahadur, to conduct the proceedings unless I am sujiplied wdth copies of 
your amendments. IMease supply me with a copy of your amendment, and 
then you move your amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I quite agree to the 
justice of your remarks, but the difficulty is that I sent amendments of my 
own but the Hon’ble Minister has handed to me a copy revising my amend- 
ment, and I am simply moving it as I consider that it is better w^orded. I 
admit that I am responsible for this, but there are others wffio might have 
relieved the trouble. 

(The honourable member then handed a copy of his amendment to the 
Chair.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of 
the Bill, in sub-clause (7), for the words “other officer duly authorised” the 
words “such other officer not below the rank of a Deputy" Collector as may 
be duly authorised” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I am prepared 
to accept the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is: that in clause 3 of the Bill, in sub-clause (7), for the w^ords 
“other officer duly authorised” the words “such other officer not below the 
rank of a Deputy Collector as may be duly authorised” be substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the words “other officer” in line 2, 
the words “the officer’’ be substituted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of 
the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the words “other officer” in line 2, the words 
“the officer” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I would submit 
that since the previous amendment has been accepted, this amendment is 
unnecessary or redundant. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In that case, Sir, 1 do not 
press for it but would withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the desire of the House to grant the 
honourable member leave to withdraw his amendment 

(The amendment was then withdrawn by leave of the House.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before ihe House is that 
clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Title and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I hog to move 
that the Bengal Rent Recovery (Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 11)45, as 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. I think many 
bills have been passed this day here and when an amendment is accepted, the 
third reading of the Bill should be postponed till another day, according to 
our rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 do not think, Mr. Das, will press his 
point of order. 

The Question before the House is: that the Bengal Rent Recovery 
(Under-Tenures) Amendment Bill, 1945; as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before 1 adjourn llie House, I may 
request honourable members that in future they should be good enough to 
send notices of amendments to the office in time so that it may facilitate 
the easy and smooth business of the House. The House now stands 
adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 1-30 
1945. 


p.m. on Tuesday, the 6th March, 
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Members absent. 

Tbe following members were absent from the meeting held on the oth. 
March, 1945: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(0) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(5) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(6) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

(10) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(12) Dr. K. Talukdar. 

(13) The Hou’ble Sir B. P. Singh Soy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sassion, 1945— Na. 11. 


Thk Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the fith March, 1945, at 1-80 p.m., being 
tlie eleventh day of the hirst Session of 1945, pursuant to section (i2(-^)(rt) 
A the Government of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Audul Hamid Chow'^diiuuy, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 

Condolence Resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahac^r 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is my melancholy duty, Sir, to rise for moving a (‘ondolence resolution 
in connection with the death of one of our ex-members of great personality 
And talents, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim. 1 should like to read 
[jut the resolution which I propose to move, namely: — 

“This Council records its deep sense of sorrow and loss at the demise 
:)f Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim, an ex-Minisler of the Government 
of Bengal and an ex-Leader of the Council, who wa^s an eminent lawyer, a 
prominent personality and a polished gentleman of talents. 

Sir, the Khaii Baliadur was in failing health for more than a year, but 
-uiddenly his illness took a bad turn and he exjdred on 1st March last. 

Sir, Maulvi Abdul Karim joined the Bar in the beginning of the 
[‘entury, when there were very few Muslim lawyers in Bengal. He had 
to stniggle hard in the beginning of his career but witliin a short time he 
established his reputation as a talented lawyer. He was at his best w^hile 
arguing for defence and people used to flock in tlie courts to hear his 
argument. He had a good command over the English language and could 
expiv.ss Ins tlioughts in such a way tliat it was an iiitelle(‘tual treat to h(‘ar 
speeches. But, Sir, he had no greed for money and he never cured to 
earn with a view^ to lay by something for the futuie. He was a man who 
had implicit trust in Allali and .so in spite of liis being a prominent lawyer 
he was not a rich man at all. He was outwardly austere but he had a very 
kind heart wdthin and those who w^ere intimate with him knew this. His 
loss is a personal loss to me. 

There were occasions when we could not see eye to eye with him in 
political matters, but it cannot be denied that he was a man gifted with 
many qualities of head and heart. He was the District Board Chairman 
of Tippera for about 5 years and was elected a member of the Council of 
State where he soon made his mark and in consequence was included in the 
panel of Ch airmen 

He was a man of great personality and talents and by dint of his 
persfmality rose to the position of the Leader of the House. May his soul 
rest in peace! I would now commend the resolution to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: KesoJution moved: That this Council 
records its deep sense of sorrow and loss at the demise of Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Abdul Karim, ex-Minister of the Government *of Bengal and an 
BX-Leader of the Council, who was an eminent lawyer, a prominent 
personality and a polished gentleman of talents. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA: Sir, on behalf of my Party, I asso- 
ciate myself whole-heartedly with the sentiments expressed by the mover 
21 
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of the resolution. I had occasion to know the late Khan Bahadur not oidy 
as a member of this House, but also as a member of the same Bar Associa- 
tion for a very long time. I worked with him also as a member of the 
municipality in my own district town and as a member of the District 
Board. I fully agree with the Hon’ble the Leader of the House that one 
of the main traits of his character was that he had no meanness. His 
heart was big and his views were very wide. From my personal experience 
of his work in various s])heres of public life, I can say that the late Khan 
Bahadur was absolutely non-communal in his views. Though he was an 
efficient lawyer having enjoyed a leading position in our pait of the country 
in the profession, he did not pile up money at all, because he never 
hankered after money. I really feel his bereavement and great loss. I 
again say that T fully support the resolution. 

Mr> LALIT CHANDRA .DAC: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I desire to 
support the resolution which has been moved by the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the Ilo\ise. 1 asso<*ia1e myself with everything that has fallen from the 
lips of tile previous sjieakers. I w^as also intimately known to the late 
Khan Bahadur, as 1 have the honour to belong to the same Bar. The 
most jiroininenl trait in his (diaraeter w^as that he was non-communal. He 
stood always for unity between the Hindus and Mussalmans. His death 
at such a time is a grievous loss to the country. All that I can add to 
what has already been stated is that this House should now be adjourned as 
a mark of respect to the memory of the late Khan Bahadur, without 
transacting any business. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 beg to associate myself with the 
resolution which has been moved by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 
My acquaiiitan(;e with the late Maulvi Abdul Karim dateh ba(;k Lo lf<d7. 
It was in this Council that I first met him and the thing that struck me 
at the very first acquaintance was the generosity of his heart. I think 
members of the House who have lieeii hero since the beginning know that 
the Presidentship ot this (ouncil w^as within ids gras]). He had been 
selected as the candidate of the Party which had the majority and yet he 
stood down ill favour ot our late Hou’ble Ib'esident, as lie felt that the 
election of a Muslim as a Speaker of the Lower House demanded that in 
fairness the President, of the Council should be a Hindu. We generally 
find petqile running after small loaves and fishes of office, but in the case 
of the late Khan Bahadur Abdul Karim we find that he was a man who did 
not run after office; lie was a man to whom office came unsought. He 
had a rough exterior at times, sometimes his language — as honourable 
members of this House will remember with regret, for they wdll hear liim 
no moT'e— w^as sharp, when he w^anted he could be sarcastic; but every one 
who came in contact witli him knew’ that he had a golden heart behind a 
rough appearance. He was one ot Nature’s own gentlemen and treated 
others in tlie w’ay in which lie expected others to treat him. To-day we are 
losing men of that type in Bengal. In this grave crisis which faces 
Bengal, men of liis ripe experience and wisdom are very much w’anted. 
We find knowledge and understanding among many people, but w isdom is 
a thing wliicli is very difficult to find. Not only this House but the 
Province as a w’hole is poorer to-day by his death. May his soul rest in 
peace ! 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, on behalf 
of my party, I fully support the re.solution so ably moved by the Ijeader 
of the House. As far as I can gather from the speeches of my friends who 
have already spokeu, we have lost a really God-fearing man. He was 
really a servant of the society. He could defer his claim to the Presidential 
Chair in favour of others, and such a self-sacrificing man is very rare in 
our midst to-day. Though I had not the good fortune to work with him 
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in this ( ouuvil, yet as far as 1 uiulerstaiid troin the Hou ble the Leader of 
the House, he was really a man who loved his eountry and his ( ommunity. 
With these words, 1 again tiilU liiis resolution. 

Mr. R. 8. PURSSELL: Mr. Deputy Preshkiit, Sir, on behalf of this 
group I rise to support the resolution that ha^ iieen ptopo^ed In the Hon’hle 
Leader of the House. The det ea^ed Kliaii Bahadur .Vbdul Karim has left 
a w’onderful record behind him ol gtuiero.sity, oi being a hard lighter and 
of having sincerity of purpose ior which people respech'd him. We very 
much deplore his .sad passing and w'e hope the ( oumdl will send a message 
of sympathy to his relatives who have been so sadly bereavtnl. 

Khai> Bahactur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 
I also desire to be assoeiafetl with this solemn ociaslon. The late Khan 
Bahadnr loved his associates like his younger brothers. It has been truly said 
by Mr. Kabir that he was a magnanimous gentleman. He had something of 
the old-world simplicity and grandeur about him. When he desired, as 
has been mentioned by some speaker, he could rise to the highest tlight.s 
of eloquence. His obvious sincerity of piir])oses struck everybody. When- 
ever he spoke, he gave proof of fiis wide knowledge of llu‘ English litt'rature. 
It is not the time to give a catalogue of his goo<l (pialities. I must cut 
short and give u]) the desire to speak on his many (|ualitieR of head and 
heart. With these few words, I humbly wish lo asso<*iate myself with the 
resolution before the House. I desire that, as usual, a co])y of to-day^8 
proceedings should i)e sent to the members ot the lHU(*aved famil.\ . Further, 
as he was not merely a Ministtu* bnt, what is inore important, also the 
Leader of the 11oum> tor somt* time, m) lliougli not a sitting member, yet 
on account of the uniipie position whieh be held in this House, T suggest 
that the House may W. adjourned as a mark of respect to bis memory. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. Deputy P resident, with a heavy heart I rise 
to associate myself with the lesolutioii which has bt*en so alily movial by 
the honourable the Leader of the House. It is a great [lersonal loss to 
me. I \^as associated with his public lile for scA^ial years and 1 had 
.il\va\s toinid Idm to l.e a gcnileman oi the fiist watm-, .i man (d st(‘rling 
independence of character, a man who jie\er kneu- liou lo mince matters. 
He was a thoroughly outspoken gentleman and lie was a g?t‘at friend of 
iiis (*ouiiti\\ , sp»‘ciall> oi the great Moslem communilx oi nation. He was 
very large-hearted in his lios])italit\ ami tlmugh lu‘ liad earned much during 
his lifetime, he also s])ent mmdi on public cfianties. He was a perfect 
master of the English language, and it was witli great admiration that 
ue ii.sed to hear his speeches in the Council. He aetinired a gi-eat r(*puta- 
tion as an eminent hnvyei’. Indeed, his reputation as a lawyer hail 
spread far and wide. He jmssc'ssed many virtues of head and the heart 
and it is a great loss to iis that he should have left us at this hour. With 
tlie.se few words, 1 fuli\ associate mysell Avith the lesolutioii. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before I put the lesolution before the 
House, I would like to associate in^self whole-heartedly with the sentiments 
of profound sorrow expressed by the honourable members representing 
different sections in this House on the death of Khan Bahailur Abdul 
Karim who was till lately a Minister of the Government of Bengal and 
also Leader of the Council. 

Born in an ancient and resjiectable Muslim family belonging to the 
district of Mymensingh, the late Khan Bahadur graduated at a time when 
English education was availed of by very few members of the Muslim, 
community. Shortly after graduation, he was offered the post of a Deputy 
Magistrate and Collector which in those days was regarded as one of the 
prize posts for a Bengalee youth. But he preferred not to follow the beaten 
^rack and be Led to Hie chariot wheel of bureaucratic admiiiistral ion. 
Instead, he decided to join the Bar so as to get ampler opportunities of 
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devoting his talents to the service of his country and community. And 
this noble ideal of his he had implemented with considerable distinction 
in the course of his public life extending over four decades, through hie 
activities as the Public Prosecmtor, as the Chairman of the District Board 
of Tippera, as a member of the Council of State and also as an Education 
Minister of ibis province. 

The most remarkable feature of the late Khan Bahadur ^s public life 
was his transparent honesty and sincerity, lie possessed a very loving and 
affectionate heart for his colleagues who will long remember the wit and/ 
humour with which he used to enliven his sj)eeche8 in the legislature. 
Personally, I have lost in him one of my best well-wishers to whom I used 
to look to for advie-e and guidance in many of my personal affairs. 

His death is a great loss to me. May his soul rest in peace! 

As a token of respeel t(> the memory of the departed soul, I would ask 
you, gentlennui and holies, to rise in your places. 

(Hon’ble members rose in their places.) 

Thank you. I< will now be m,\ duty to see that the message of 
condolence togetliei with the .speeches made by different honourable 
members are torwi»i<ie«» to the bereaved family. 

Now, as regards th(‘ proposal of the honourable members to adjourn the 
House without 1 laii.^uctiiig any business, 1 rc'gret to sa.\ that T find some 
diflicult^N ill c(»uijd\iiig a.'^ t(M]a>\'^ hu.sin<‘ss has been fi.\(*d ])y His I^xcelltuic.'v 
foi the discussion of the Supjdeinentai > Budget. I shall, lmw(*ver, la*, 
verv glad in adjourn tin* Ifousc* if tlie Ilon’ble Leadei ol the IIoiisi' 
agri'caldt' to ii. 

The Hon’ble Kh^ Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIM HI08AIN: 

The TK'cessary permission will he obtained from His Ex(H*lIen(*y and the 
H<)US(‘ may now be adjourneii. Tomorrow the Su])plenu‘n1ary Budget will 
be diseussod. 

MTi deputy PRE8IDENT: The House stands adjourned till 
l-d(t p.m. fomorrow 


Adjournment. 


The Co line il then adjourned till 1-60 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7th 
March, 1945. 


Members absent. 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 6th 
Mareh, 1945: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(2) Mr. Humidul Hiiq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Humayiiu Heza Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(5) Mr. J. S. Graham. 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Maiilana Mohd. Akram Khau. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Moiiiin. 

(flO) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(12) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

(13) The Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 7th March, 1945, at l-dO p.m., being the 
twelfth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section {a) of 

the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur AnovL Il A.\fn) CiU'w niiv^HV, J.r ) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Employees of the Education Department on extension of service. 

50. Mr. DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA (on behalf of Mr. Yacoob H. 8. 
Sattar): Will the HoiCble Minister in charge of the Kducatioji Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(а) what is the total number of employees who are still working in ihe 

Education Department, on extensions granted to them after the 
due date of their retirement; 

(б) what is the total number of such Muslim employees; 

(c) what is the total number of employees re-apix)inted after their 

retirement in the Education Department except in the office of 
the Commissioner o*' Wakfs, Bengal; and 

(d) what is the total number of such Muslim employees? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOW'DHURY (on behalf of the Hon^ble Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan); (a) Nineteen 

(5) Five. 

(c) Three. 

(d) One. 


Free-studentship for Muslim students. 

51. Mr. DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA (on behalf of Mr. Yacoob H. 8. 
Sattar): Will the ILui'lde Mini.ster in charge oi the Education Depail- 
meut he jjlea.sed to state — 

(a) whether there is any Government order regarding reservation of 
general free-studentship^ available in the Government and ±he 
Government-aided schools and colleges in Bengal for Muslim 
students ; 

(h) if so, what is the limit; and 

(c) whether there is any Government order saying that heads of the 
institutions in Bengal are required to publish in their advertise- 
ments for admission the available number of general free-student- 
ships for Muslim students ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamil- 
uddin Khan), (a) and (c) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

22 
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FaHdjfMir Sohool Board. 

52. Mr. HARIDA8 MAilUMDAR (in behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir); 

Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department he 
pleased to state — 

(а) when the election of the Faridpur School Board was last held ; 

(б) the ree^ons for not holding the elections in due course; 

(c) whether any announcement was once made but cancelled regarding 

the date of elections ; 

(d) if it is a fact that the elections have now been announced to be held 

on the 31st October, 1944; 

(e) if it ia a fact that dates for nomination of candidates have been fij^ed 

and already passed ; 

(/) if it is a fact that candidates have been returned un contested Iroiii 

the Eajpore subdivision; 

(g) if the Goveniment have any intention to |K)stpone the said election? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan): (a) In August, 1938. 

(h) Local inconvenience. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, but later on orders were issued for the holding of the ele(;tions 
by the Union Boards, etc., by the 31st January’, J945, and by the District 
Board by the 121 h February, 1945. 

(c) Yes,' fresh dates were fixed. 

(/) and (g) No. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H; What is the sort of 
local inconvenience? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The local authorities wanted post- 
ponement of this selection. 

Financial strain felt by the staff of the Council Defiartment. 

63. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that the clerical and the menial staff attached to the 
Bengal legislative Council have been feeling great financial 
strain owing to the continued economic disruption caused by the 
abnormal rise in prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries (d 
life; and 

(h) if so, what steps the Government propose to take to relieve the 

distress of these employees? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary 8ecretary (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (n) The abnormal rise in prices of 
foodstuffs and other necessaries of life has aaturally imposed a financial 
strain on all persons with fixed income. 

(h) Steps have already been taken to afford relief by granting house rent 
and dearness allowances and by permitting them to buy foodstuffs at con- 
cession rates. 

Mr. HARfDA8 MAJUMDAR. What further relief, if any, Govern- 
ment propose to render to these hard-worked employees of the Legislature? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: None at present. 
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Mri HARIDA8 MAilUMDAR: What is the date of the relief referred 
to in reply, namely, house rent, eto.? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. 

Glass and other industries. 

54a Mra NUR AHMED S Will the Ilou’hle Minister in charge of the 
Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be jdeased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by Government of Bengal to 

encourage and htdp expansion and improvement iif the glass fac- 
tories, coir-making, hand-jiaper making, handloom weaving, 
net-making and other cottage and small industries in Bengal; 

(b) how much money was granted by the Government as ,i) loan, and 

(ii) subsidy or otherwise during the years, 1940-41, 1941-42, 
1942-43, 194il-44 and up ^o 30th Sej>tember, 1944, in Bengal 
to help these industries; and 

(c) what were the resjiective amounts granted to each of these indus- 

tries ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (it) Th(‘ honourable 
member is referred to the Annual Adminisiraliou Beporls of ilie Industries 
Department for the years 1940-41, 194142, 1!M24'1 and 19L3-44, cojiies of 
which are placed in Lilirary. 

(h) and (r) A statement is ])laced in the Tdbrary. 

Short-notice question. 

54Aa Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR. Sir, with retermicc* to th(‘ s(*curity 
praVoner Sj. Aswini Kumar Gupta, will t.lic Tlon’hh* MiuistcM- h(‘ pleased to 
say what maintenance allowance, if any, is paid to the family of this detenu? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 suhmit, Sir, that this 

question does not arise out of this question, an<] T ask for nntic(‘. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR" Mitli ref(*it*uce ti> the same (hdimii 
^ull the Hon’hle Ministcu- ])lease state if it is a fact that seven rihs of that 
detenu have heen taken out, and one lung has lM‘(*n made inactive and dead 
in course of his treatment of T. B..^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister ho pleased 
to state if it is a fact, with reference to the same detenu, that the Govern- 
ment is advised by a competent doctor that he should he taken outside piil 
to a better atmosphere for further treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: W^hat steps do the Government propose 
to take to transfer him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T will refer the honourable 
member to the statement laid in the library^ table. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Do Government propose to release this 
detenu on grounds of his present condition of health? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not at present. 

W**" LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister Ik* jjelased 
t<» state what is the present stage of healfh of Miss Kamala Das Gupta? Is 
‘^he still suffering from T. B.? Do the Government consider the desirability 
of transferring her to a sanatorium? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a question of sana- 
torium. It is a question of special treatment which requires an operation 
which she is not willing to undergo unless she is released. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will Government consider the desir- 
ability of releasing her at once? 

The Hon’ble Kl^aja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, I may tell the honour- 
able member that it is not possible just at present. 

Mr. HARIlDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state the amount of allowance granted to the families of different detenus 
mentioned in this question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that this ques- 
tion does not arise; and even if it arises I ask for notice. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Questions over. I have received notice 
of an adjournment motion from Mr. Haridas Majumdar who wants to move 
that this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of Bengal to 
distribute properly the cloth quota of the Province which, as revealed now, 
exceeded the quota due thus causing a severe cloth famine in Bengal. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, Mr. Majumdar, you know that 
you cannot move your adjournment motion before it has been admitted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I am not moving- my motion exactly 
but I . ■ - j I 


DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In this connection, I would like to 
mention certain facts which require clarification. A few days ago Mr. Laiit 
Chandra Das moved a similar motion which was not very happily worded 
In the oour.se of his speech, Mr. Da.s explained that he proposed to refer only 
to the question of distribution and not of supply and in view of that fact I 
gave my consent to the motion being di.scu8sed. The House, however, 
refused leave to Mr. Das to move the motion and so it could not be discussed 
Dut before I admit your motion, I want to know what new circumstances 
have arisen on which your motion may be allowed to be discussed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Firstly, Sir. this problem was not 
(iiscussed then in this House and the facts -which were not known to us then 
are these: that during the five months ended November 30th, 1944 Bengal 
received for civilian consumption 0,-4 of mill cloths per head more than any 
other jiart of India ^ 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 

lengthy statement. 


Mr. Majumdar, you need not make 


a 


Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: 

Sir, but I am stating the facts. 


I am not making a lengthy statement, 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But what are the new circumstances? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: The new circumstances are these • Only 
iro 1 statement appeared in various newspapers that 

TthA yards of cloth per head have been practically in possession 

of the Bengal Government for distribution in this province and that in spite 
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of thia, — is a revelation to us, for we were told that we were not (riven 
the quota of cloth that was allotted to us, — there is this shortage. There- 
fore, in the light of these facts 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: M^y I enquire whether the 
statement that has appeared in the Press to the effect that there has been a 
greater quantity of cloth in the hands of the Bengal (iovemment is 
correct? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Has the honourable member got the 
leave of the House to move his adjournment motion? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDiDIN: I object to leave being given. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As objection has been raised, I would 
request those honourable members who are in favour of the motion being 
moved to rise in their places 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: It may be, Sir, that the Chief Minister 
objects but I think that in the interest of the reputation of the Government 
they themselves should come forward with a statement on this important 
matter and not take shelter under the rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar, it becomes veiy difficult 
to conduct the proceedings if you do not conform to tlie rules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, what I am submitting is that it is 
a very urgent matter 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. I have admitted your motion; but as there 
has been an objection 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I do not now press my motion, but let 
the Government make a statement on this matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have heard you. Plea^se resume your 
seat; let me see how many members rise in their places. 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

As less than Id members have risen in their places, I take it that the 
honourable member has not the leave of the House. 

But in this connection, I would like to point out to the Government that 
this is a very important matier. It is admitted on all hands that the 
country is passing through a cloth famine at the present moment. As a 
matter of fact, this problem has become more acute than the famine of food, 
and in a matter like this if the Government can see their way to set apart a 
full day for the discussion of this subject as a special motion, then I think 
that will be much appreciated by the House. At any rate, a statement from 
the Government would also be very welcome. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 may inform the House that 
as soon as the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy saw this paragraph in the newspapers, 
which I am informed has not issued from any authentic* source but which 
is supposed by some honourable members to be so, he asked his dei)artment 
to enquire as to how far the information was correct. As far as your 
suggestion about a statement is concerned, Sir, we will consider that 
suggestion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Do we understand that 
the objection of the Home Minister was due to the fact that they have not 
got correct figures or correct information about the statement made by Sir' 
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Azizul Haque in tlie Central Assembly? The statement in the Press dis« 
closes a very woeful tale — a woman commits suicide for she has no cloth! 
This, Sir, cannot be imagined in any part of the world except in this 
province 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is entirely out of 
order. The honourable member is speaking about the adjournment motion. 
I think he has no business to stand up and speak about this after the House 
has refused leave for the adjournment motion being moved. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, am I to understand that the Chief 
Minister is going to make a statement on the subject because otherwise we 
shall have to put in a short-notice question in the matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Chief Minister has already 
stated that this question is being examined by the Hon’ble Minister con- 
cerned and if he finds that the statement alleged to have been made by the 
Commerce Member of the Government of India is incorrect, he will make a 
statement. Also that, if necessary, a day would be set apart for a full- 
fledged debate on the subject as a special motion 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is, Sir, only because 
you suggested that 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: We do not bring in adjourn- 
ment motion for c>ensure on the Government but for eliciting infonnation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We will now take up discussion of .the 
Supplementary Budget. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Before you take up the 
Supplementary Budget, I have got to give notice’ of a Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to give notice that in 
the ciirreni session of the Beng*al Legislative Council I shall move that the 
Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1945, be taken into considera- 
tion and passed as settled in the Council. 

Sir, I would like to take it up sometime on Tuesday next. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: It is not on the agenda of today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a formal thing. Those Hon’ble 
Ministers who are not members of this House can give notice on the floor 
of this House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But certain date must be given to us 
for submitting our amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Discussion of the Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, the presentation of the Supple- 
mentary Estimate amounting to more than Rs. Go crores after the expendi- 
ture has been incurred in most cases is, to say the least, farcical. We had 
an unusually long session last time and it would have been in the fitness of 
things if these estimates came up before us as and when occasions arose On 
a casual reference to the budget of 1935-36, Sir, I find that side by side 
with the oHginally budgeted figures those of the supplementary grants 
occur, which proves that these must -have been placed before and sanctioned 

method was followed in the budget of 
well as in that presented by Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker for 
193^-38. The Ministry could very well conform to the generally accepted 
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standard of all countries. The present procedure distrivcts the attention of 
the Legislature which, attacked from two different points, cannot do justice 
to either. Besides the grand procession of figures totalling 210 crores, 65 
crores may look a pigmy 'but are actually five times as tall as the figTire of 
1910-11, the last pre-Reform year. 

(doming to the items of the estimate we find that under Agriculture a 
sum of Rs. 4 lakhs thousaiffis occurs on account of Grand-in-aid, contri- 
bution, etc*. The explanatory memorandum says that the increase is due 
to larger contribution to the Indian Statistical Institute for the random 
sami)lo survey of jute, aus and n/nnn paddy. This is almost equal to the 
budget estimate of 1944-45 which was 4 lakhs 47 thousands. This (Tovcni- 
inent has a fatal genius for inispla(‘ed energy. While we wanted a census of 
the destitutes and the uncin])loyed, the Hon’ble Revenue Minister evaded 
the issue on the ground of lack of a suitable definition ol‘ the wwd “un- 
employed”, as if England and other countries had not framed a definition 
and disbursed large sums of nnniey on that basis for years. This census 
could be undertaken at a small expense by the emi)loyment of existing agen- 
cies and was badly needed for bringing succour to the most indigent section 
of a famine-ridden ])opulation. No scheme of rehabilitation can be effectively 
put into operation without these figures. But instead of (‘ollet'iing these ur- 
gently required data necessary" for safeguarding Ihe i)ro])er use of huge sums 
already being sj)ent by way of monetary gift or distribution of blankets, 
clothes, yarn, etc., the Government hits upon the ])lau of compiling crop 
statistics. Now Ihis matter of survey is not of HU(*h an emergent character 
as could not be foieseen and must be taken uj) immediately to avoid 
calamity. The estimate under this head in the budget of 1945-46 is 7*65 
thousands. The actual for l94ti-44 is 4 lakhs 54 thousands 411. It is 
clear, therefore, that ex])enditure for this work takes i)lace from year to 
year. The Finance ^linistcr in his statement says that the work of random 
sampling will cost 7 lakhs ])er annum. This is in addition to a sum of 24 
lakhs per annum for “collection and compilation, by a ])lot to jdot 
enumeration, of agricultural statistics for aus, aman and nihi cr()j)S from 
year to year.” Now this is pure research work necessary for long range 
planning. Bengal is now on the point of death as the statistics ((noted in 
my budget speech go to sh(jw. According to Government rt‘])orls the 
number of deaths in 1944 was JK) ])er cemt, of that of the fateful year 1944 
and 50 j)er cent, higher than that of a normal pre-famine year, say 1949. 
This continuation of tragedy, proved by the acid test of death but non- 
existing in Government j)ariance, has been in a large measure due to the 
vicious circle of famine leading to taxation and taxation leading to malnu- 
ti'ition which is but another name for famine. The doubling of the sales 
tax on necessaiT things of life, such as school books, its imposition for the 
first time on handloom cloth, the agricultural income-tax netting in even 
poor farmers whose income in pre-war money does not exceed Rs. 80 per 
month, the steam-roller excise poli(‘y of the Government bringing 
on the fabulous amount of 6 crores 48 lakhs and 11 thousands in, 1944-45 
as comj)ared with only 2 crores 54 lakhs and (»5 thousands in 1942-44 and 
thus reducing to yx?nury the wives and children of drunkards and opium- 
eaters who, as may not be unknown to our Ministers, are the most selfish 
beings — all these prcnluce the cumulative effect of dire j)overty and malnu- 
trition for the poor and the lower middle classes w^hich fall an easy prey to 
disease and consequent death. 

* The need of the hour is drastic economy in the affairs of our provincial 
administration and not promotion of haphazard research schemes of this 
type which if at all given effect to may produce results only at a distant 
date. The revenue ccdlected within the Province exclusive of contributions 
from the Central Government totalled 24 crores 71 lakhs and 55 thousands 
in 1944-44, 28 crores 61 lakhs and 9 thousands in 1944-45 and is expected to 
be 28 crores 75 lakhs and 59 thousands in 1945-46. These mounting 
figures always beating the previous record compare very unfavourably with 
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about (>i crores in 1910-11, and 16 crores 49 lakhs and 83 thousands in 1942- 
43. Thus, in 3 years the burden of taxation increases from 16 J crores to 
28f crores, i.e., by 7'5 per cent. It is apprehended that in another yep 100 
per cent, will be reached. Income-tax falling within the jurisdiction of 
the Central Government, the Provincial Government, — oinless it designs 
scientifically the sales tax making it higher on luxury articles than on 
necessaries and also the amusement tax making it as much as will not yield 
a diminishing return, — can only tax the masses which in days of famine 
and malnutrition need relief most. Renouned economists like Ramesh^ 
Chandra Dutta have clearly stated that in a poor country like India the 
best way of helping the masses is to reduce the burden of taxation falling 
upon them. There is a limit of taxability beyond which even highly 
beneficial measures ably administered are not only useless but positively 
harmful. That limit has long been reached in Bnegal — not in the regime 
of the present Ministry but when the much-vaunted Provincial Autonomy 
of the Government of India Act was introduced here at collosal expenditure 
of the tax-payer. This hydra-headed monster, born of the loins of Sir 
Samuel Hoare, grows on what it feeds and has now assumed serious propor- 
tions both in bulk and height and bids fair to suck up the entire juice of a 
poor province ])rc]jonderantiy agTicultural. There are ample facilities with- 
in the Act for a Governor to make a Ministry after his heart in a 50:50 
province and it is in the interest of Amery-Churchill & Co. to maintain this 
canuniflage and show to America that democracy is working in so many 
provinces. Whitehall dictates to Delhi and Delhi dictates to Calcutta that 
the present Ministry, however wasteful, must be maintained. That is 
why in s])ite of occasional reiu'imands of bottomless pits, non-indent of 
wagons, expenditure of large sums without vouchers, the Central Govern- 
ment, controlled by an astute Finance Member, spares the rod and spoils the 
child. We the poor people of Bengal shall be very glad if the Ministry will 
reduce the figure of revenue collected within the ])rovince to at least what it 
was in 1937-38 and ask the Centre to ])ay the difference. Huge sums are 
being spent in America for anti-Indian and ])ro-Bri1isli ])ro])agan(la and 
this Bengml waste should more jjroperly be debited b) that account. The 
Finance Minister is jubilant that the Centre has agreed to be a i)artner in 
the loss of the trading operations of the Civil Supplies Department here 
and thus confirmed the accounts. I can tell him in confidence that if he 
can play his cards. well, the Centre will wipe out all accumulated deficits 
as it did at the time of Niemeyer Award. Why not then spare the famine- 
stricken Bengalees? 

Oomiiilation of crop statistics at an annual cost of 30 lakhs cannot 
jiroduce any go<id unless necessary measures are ado]>ted. But the Ministry 
as it is now constituted cannot do anything of the sort. The chief means of 
increasing rice cultivation is U> reduce jute acreage and bring the released 
land under ])addy. How the first League Ministry doubled the a(‘reagc of 
jute when imiiorts of rice from Burma could not be ex])ected, how the 
succeeding Coalition Ministry disregardeyl the requests in the Press of un- 
doing this wrong and how the jiresent Ministry has been maintaining jute 
acreage at the same figure which was denounced by Sir Shafaat Ahmed 
Khan as being a contributory cause of the famine, liave been described by 
me here. The statistics of Burma imports have always been available. 
Why could not then action be taken on them to prevent the famine which 
economists using those very data forecast 13 months before it broke out? 
The Finance Minister after joining the Cabinet said at Krishnagar that 
prices would go down and there would be no famine. So if people died of 
starvation in the past and are dying of semi-starvation now, it is not because 
of any dearth of statistics. To relieve, therefore, the Bengal tax-payers of 
the sum of 30 lakhs of rupees every year is simjdy ignoble. 

What, Sir, is the real motive of this project of crop statistics? Who is 
likely to benefit from it ultimately? The Finance Minister’s statement 
specifically mentions jute, a*us and aman paddy. Those who have watched 
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the progress of agriculture of this province for some years have noted the 
concern of the British jute mill interests in Clive Street for lack of reliable 
jute statistics. In 1926-26 the price of jute soared up to Rs. 25 per mauud, 
the highest rate in the history of the jute crop, because there was a mistake 
in the jute forecast giving a much lower hgjire than what was actually 
grown. The market after some months, when the grower had made money, 
collapsed and there was a hi^e and cry raised by the jute mill interests for a 
correct jute forecast based on accurate crop statistics. The Government sub- 
sequently became more careful but the standard of accuracy attained still does 
not conform to the desire of the mill interests. A renowned hrm of European 
jute brokers maintains its own register of crop statistics and issues bulletins 
from time to time at considerable expenditure. If Government be persiiaded 
to undertake the job, it will be perfectly done and at the cost of the Bengalee 
tax-payer who has, so to speak, neither father nor mother. Now the proposal 
of compiling jute statistics alone lacks grace so that the need of statistics of 
au$ and aman paddy and rahi crops is blazoned forth and jute is added on 
to it at last, in the same manner as the last two lines of a sonnet are the most 
important. We remember that during the famine Ihe British-coni rolled 
Press in Calcutta emphasised again and again in the need of accurate crop 
statistics. 

Under “Agriculture” and under tlie wsub-heading “Giher charges — Cost 
of jute regulation under the Jute Regulation A(‘t, 1940”, a sum of Rs. 26 
crores 99 lakhs occurs. The figure might easily be 26 (*rores since Govern- 
ment'il'^ i.e., it feels no scTuples for thousands. In my 

budget speech, 1 explained the futility of all such ex])enditure in vie.w of the 
fact that the Government fixes for crop restriction such acreage as the 
grower will never exceed out of sheer common sense. If the Ministry cannot 
disoblige mill interests, it should abolish the jute regulation Hcheme 
altogether or reduce its expenditure to a nominal figure. That will be a 
straight-forward, honest course. After the publication of the Government 
communique fixing acreage at eight annas of the basic acreage of 1940, a 
controversy arose as to what Uies<‘ eighi annas related to. The “registered” 
acreage under the Bengal .lute Regulation (Amendment) Act amounted to 
53 lakhs 99 thousand acres. The “recorded” acreage in 1940 amounted to 
49 lakhs 38 thousand acres. The Capital, the organ of the British mercantile 
community, wrote on the 22nd February that “an explanation is due to the 
trade” and “the difierence might be (juite important”. Such keen watch- 
fulness and readiness for fighting like a tiger to protect the Jute-mill 
intere^sts, however small, might do honour to a jurist like my friend 
Mr. Naziruddin Ahmad wliose “comma” has made history. In the next 
issue the Capital writes that it has been officially informed tiiat eight 
annas refer to the larger figure. This is eminently convenient for the 
Ministry. But last year it decided on the self-same figure of eight annas, 
and the area licensed was recorded as 26 lakhs (»3 thousand acres. To which 
of the two figures does this approximate more? Eight annas, i.e., half of 
ihe larger figure is 26 lakhs 99 thousand 6(10; while that of the smaller is 24 
lakhs 69 thousand. Now, the distance between tlie actual of last year and 
half of the larger figure is one lakh 36 thousand 600 while that in the oth(‘r 
case is only 94 thousand. It is now crystal clear that last year the Govern- 
ment tried to curry into effect the kwer figure of 1940 and any difieremu 
that was noticed was due to inevitable deviation in concretising any plan on 
paper. This year under the pressure of the mill interest, the Govern- 
ment has shifted their ground and fixed as the target the larger figure. The 
speed and alacrity with which it responds to the demand of the Capital has 
al^ been noted. The question now arises — ^who rules Bengal? The 
Ministrs" or Clive Street? History records that an attempt to stop the undue 
advantage of British merchants in Bengal by Mir Kasim who was 
described by Bankimchandra as the last independent king 

of Bengal, cost him his throne. This was in 1764. Has this state of things 
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chaD.g'ed a bit in 180 years? It is no unworthy ideal for a Moslem League 
Ministry to do justire to the Moslem jute-grower or perish in the attempt. 
This is an issue which can never be solved unless Hindus and Moslems, the 
children of the soil, unite and once this unity is achieved, a new Bengal 
will arise that will lead India as of yore. The attempt is worth while in 
view of the annual loss of at least 40 crores of rupees of the jute-grower in 
those hard days. It is my firm conviction, as I have told this House more 
than once, that even a hundred per cent. British rule cannot shamelessly 
side with the British merchants to the same extent as the successive League 
Ministries have suhservienlly done. I wish I liad tlie pen of a wTiter in 
the Shand Magazine wdio has written an illuminating article on “Wlieat as 
u factor in the W’orld politics”. “Jute as a factor in BeJigal politics” 
would form an excellent caption of a similar article. The Ihesident of 
the Indian Jute Mills Association has recently stated that we attributed 
ffiht/Jnns j)rofits to the mills. But this very adjective w^as used some time 
ago by a Briton, the Right Hon’ble T. Shaw, m.p., in speaking of the 
profits of jute mills on the Hooghly. Under the heading “Fabulous 
Profits” he writes: — 

^‘When Johstone and Sime for the Scottish Jute Worker, investigated 
conditions in Calcutta, the mills were running short time. One of the most 
sensational ])arts of the report to which I have referred deals with the profits 
that were made between 1915 and 1924. The Scotsmen estimate that in ten 
years ])rofits to the share-holders amount to 400 million pounds e((uivaleut 
to 9f> per cent. ])er year on the capital. The most surprising thing*, however, 
is the estimate that a i)rofit of dtM) millions for d(M) thousand workers in the 
trade means obviously £100 ])er w'orker profit. The average wage was said 
to be about £12 lOs. ])er year. Johnstone and Sime estimate that the aver- 
age aniount of i)rofit is 8 times as much as the Wages Bill. It is a fact 
that effective management still rests in the hands of Britons — mainly Scots- 
men. ♦ * ♦ Pq |)\it it mildly the fact of the matter is that human beings 
.are too cheaj) in India * * how criminally chea]) is human flesh and blood.” 

Under the head “Agricultural Demonstration and Pro])aganda” includ- 
ing Public Exhibitions and Fair, we find a sum of 55 lakhs 52 thousands 
nieanl lor seeds. The death of an agriculturist Manmatha Majhi of village 
Jyotnii.dhab, pt)l ice-station llaripal, as the sequel to the rush of a crowd at 
the time oi^ distribution of potato seeds at Sheoraphuli is still fresh in our 
memory. TIk* sad event occurred on the 17th November last and the Govern- 
ment should iiitorin the House whether adequate compensation has been paid 
to the relatives of the deceased w’ho laid down his life in an attempt to grow 
more food. It is hoped that maladministration will no longer mark the 
activities of the Government in such simple acts as distribution of seeds and 
cloths lh(‘ long queues for rice in the famine days in Calcutta were 
shameful as are the cloth queues now^ As already stated by me, Bihar 
liovernnient arranged 14 controlled rice shops for a population of 9,000 at 
Madhupore. The only remedy is to arrange an adequate number of shops 
for clotli as wadi as for seeds. The Government should not wait for more 
deaths to awaken them to a sense of responsibility. No sign of improvement 
in administration is forthcoming yet. If such' be the state of things in 
Ualcutta under the gaze of a powerful Press, the condition in villages can be 
bettei imagined than described. In this province men may come and men 
may go but inefbcdency goes on for ever. 

Under the same head, we find in the original budget Rs. 57,000 for 
construction of water-hyacinth barricade in Arial Bil. There is a refer- 
ence to the barricade scheme in Finance Minister’s statement too. The 
supestion to put uji enclosures or to barricade the water-hyacinth does 
not appear to he a practical proposition, particularly in view of the very 
peculiar and coiii])licated life-history of the plant. ‘The plant, as is well 
known by now, is projiagated partly by seeds and partly bv runners. 
lHus when we consider the many and varied conditions in ‘which the plant 
is able to establish itself in such places as the village tanks, road-side drains, 
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surface drainage channels and the like on the one Iiand, and in extensive 
lagoons and big bil areas, etc., it would he surely futile to attempt eradica- 
tion by putting barricades. Dift'erent parts of the province are inter- 
connected by rivers and khals and vast masses of water-hyacinth are carried 
down the mouths of big rivers from which 4he plants pass into various 
connected canals and smaller waterways and thus become distributed 
throughout the country. Buring high monsoon tide enclosures round the 
cultivated fields with straw ropes and strings to keep water-hyacinth away 
from the rice fields, etc., cannot be elective, inasmuch as these straw ropes 
and jute roi)es rot away in no time. Floating bamboo femdiig is definitely 
out of the question due to its cost and scarcity. Moreover, it is practically 
impossible to keep all the plants engaged and secluded within an enclosure 
because any residue of a single plant is sure to give rise to a serious infection 
to the whole area within a short space of time. Thousands of rupees are 
being spent annually in the Arial Ril area in the district of Dacca just to 
barricade the water-hyacinth ofi the paddy fields there with very unsatisfac- 
tory resuHs inasmuch as these barri(‘ades very often give way to winds and 
storms and the whole paddy fields get reinfected in no time. Besides, it is 
not possible to put any effective (“heck to the vast masses of water-hyacinth 
that are washed oil by high monsotni floods and carried to the mouths of 
Jx'hals and smaller rivers. The navigable water-couises cannot also be 
disconnected by putting barricades as that w^ould have the eifect of interfer- 
ing with natural and indispensable routes of internal (“ommunications. 

Two things aie important: — (1) Tn order that (“ladication may be 

permanent all tli(‘ ])laiits must be pulled out and destroyed completely; 
otherwise a single plant or a seedling if left behind iniobserved will create 
great mischief and also undo all work, including the (“ost and trouble of 
])utting barricades. {2} The work must pro(*(‘e(l under exinut g;uidance 
and proper su])ervision and action must be promj)t and simultaneous. 
Barii(;ades will never check or minimise the ]K)ssil)ilities of the spread and 
• rapid propagation of this pest Imt this will find its way back to th(? water- 
courses and become distributed all over in no time. 

Tt is desirable that contignious province's like Bihar and Orissa, Bengal 
ami Assam should co-o])crate in the adoption of a simul I ancons drive to 
eradicate the pest, as these provinces are interconnected by big rivers and 
various other water-courses. Water communications of Bengal, particularly 
of Eastern Bengal, have been totally paralysed and to b^^rricade the whole 
of the waterways of Beng'al is an impossible and unpractical suggestion. 
Sir Albeit How^ard, C.I.E., a world authority on agriculture, who spent a 
lifetime in the study of Indian agricultiire and is a Fellow' of the Imjx'rial 
College of Science, observes: “A very important source of vegetable matter 
for this conijjost is now’ unused. Tt is the vast supply of water-hya(‘inth, 
wdiich i^ so common in the deltas' of the great Indian rivers and which can 
be had for the small cost and trouble of colle(*tion. The water-hyacinth 
has, up to the present, been rc'garded as a ])est to be destroyed. In reality 
it is nothing of the kind but a Heaven-sent gilt ol Brovidence to the Indian 
people. The water weed nuluces the moscjuito ijopiilation resjxnisiblc for 
malaria. It is an easy matter to collect this water weed after the rains on 
the banks of the streams and rivers and compost it with the helj) of cowdung 
and the urine imiiregnated earth on which the cattle and bufialoes arc kei)t 
at night. The first successful ex])eriments in com])osting w'ater-hyacinth 
were carried out in a jiart of Barrackpore by Mr. E. Watson, o.n.K., the 
Superintendent of the (jovernor’s Pistates, Bengal. They were afterwards 
copied on a number of tea estates in As.sam.” 

The Finance Minister has referred to the importation of experts from New 
Zealand and I only hope that this sudden love of our Ministry for New 
Zealand is not a case of trimming one’s sail to the passing wind and will 
not change chameliou-like for other countries w’ith the change^ of ijovernors. 
Foreign experts, unless they study thoroughly the condition of this country, 
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ilLsuit poor Bengal. We are very often told by London .ipurnals tlmt our 
sterling balances will be paid in British goods and services ot iintish 
experts. For the post-war reconstruction of Britain this is a ver^^ salutary 
plan and all honour is due to the fiengal Government for paving in good 
time the path for such a happy consummation. In the matter of water- 
hyacinth, we have among us a Bengalee, Srijut Praphulla Kumar Bose of the 
Department of Botany, Calcutta University, who has studied the problem 
from A to / and who is recognised to be the highest authority on the sub- 
ject. He is not known to the Bengal Government. When the Government 
l)f ITis Exalted Highness the Nizam asked for the advice of the Government 
of Bengal in (;om bating lotus evil, our Government had a note prepared by 
this gentleman and used it. Years ago when the w'ater-hyacinth evil was 
still within limits, Srijut Bose advocaated in the pages of the Modem 
Remew the system of towing tlie jdants to sea-water w^hich would kill them. 
This system has yielded satisfactory result in America 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I know on which item you are now 
speaking ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: On Agriculture. Now, Sir, his advice 
was perha])s not accepted by the then Bengml Government and norv the 
problem has become a gigantic one. I hope the services of this expert will 
he re(juisitioned without loss of time and he wdll not be kept at arm’s length 
only because he is an Indian and not a Honolulu man. 

Under (kipital head SbA and Grant No. db has been included a sum of 
Rs. crores 4 lakhs and 10 thousands for construction of boats. The 
Kxydanabu’v memorandum states that there was no provision for this scheme 
in the Budget. The Finance Minister’s statement mentions that the scheme 
of building ji iieid oi 10 tlioiisand boats wdtli ca])acity to cajjy a cuT’go of 
lOU inaunds and upwards had been adopted and that these will be newly 
constructed or purchased from outside the province. The provision on this 
account is 2 crores d8 lakhs in 1944-45 and b] crores in 1945-40. A total 
sum of 7 croi(‘s SS lakhs is going to be spent for this ])urpose. Information 
leaches our ears — and it is for the Government to check whether it is correct 
oj‘ not — that 500 boats already constructed and paid for from the public 
exchequer at an expense of about Rs. 2,000 each, t.c., a total sum of Rs. 10 
lakhs, have been, after payment, found to be worthy neither of the Padma 
nor of the ordinary canals of the Province. These are alleged to have been 
made of Ihe >yortWess wood of mango and such-like trees, painted and then 
passed. One Mr. Kovax, a Hungarian, formerly employed by a local 
British engineering firm Messrs. Britannia Engineering Co., on a salary of 
about Rs. dOO per month liad been glorified into the position of an inspector 
entrusted with the task of testing the quality of these boats. He has now 
been, as I understand, absorbed by the Government of India on a salary of 
Rs. 2, ()()() ]»er month. Our information is that he still passes onr boats. 
Tlie Government should make an explicit statement on this subject giving 
the academic and other qualifications of this person, if he still be in charge 
and further let us know Tvhether in this sub-contient qualified and competent 
engineers aie not available for safeguarding the interests of the tax-payer 
to the extent of nearly 8 crores. The reputation of engineering firms of tbis 
city like Messrs. Martin & Co. and Burn & Co. has spread all over the wwld 
and it is liighly desirable that either of these firms should he appointed to 
test the quality of boats. Any remuneration, however high, for this purpose 
will be found to be economical in the lon^ run. In the midst of crops of 
press-notes and advertisement, may I enquire if it is a fact that no tenders 
were invited in ihe daily press for this stupendous business of nearly 8 
crores P I pause for a reply. In that rase, firms just mentioned might 
themselves ofier their services and the public might feel assured that their 
interests were safe in the hands of those who had got a reputation to lose. 
If legal bar does not exist, the question should be re-opened and tenders 
invited through the Press. 
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Sir, while on this subject I should like to enquire further if my infor- 
mation is correct that in the Department of Mr. Bamda Prasaiina l*aiii new 
contractors are being enlisted on payment of tip of Rs. 2,000 through a 
pleader of the Howrah Bar, who divides the spoils on a fifty fifty basis with 
Government people. The Government should -.further enlighten this House 
if it is a fact that a very much larger number of contractors has been 
enrolled during the present^ Minister’s regime than in an equal space of 
time since the British rule was established in this country. 

In the matter of milk and the prohibition of its conversion to ''chhana'\ 
scmdesh, rasayoUdy ice-cream, etc., the Ministry, whenever pressed, states 
that the subject is under consideration and this has been going on for one 
year. A period of time w^hich has been found sufficient for ihe Red Army 
to reconquer half of Europe has proved inadequate for our Id Ministers and 
18 Parliamentary Secretaries to arrive at a decision on this simple project. 
There is not a Bengalee booby wdio does not understand that this prolonga- 
tion and keeping in suspense can be easily converted into King’s coins. 
Dame rumour has it that rich sweetmeat merchants of this city have to pav 
a large sum every month to starve off the evil day. The decision, one way 
01 the other, should be announced without delay. It was my humble self 
who mooted this proposal first in Bengal in a statement published in the 
Press. The Government of Bombay did not allow grass to grow under its 
feet and has been taking drastic action regardless of the vested interests 
whi(‘h, as in the case of the Northcliffe and Beaverbrook Press of England, 
can influence the Indian Press too. At a time wdien children and the si(‘k 
are dying of diseases like fleas, milk the only diet for patients, to the quantity 
of several thousands of inaunds, is being converted to suit the palate of the 
city and town dwellers whose superior financial strength can draw blood out 
of stone, far less to speak of milk from the villages. It should be noted that 
there is no surplus area anywhere in Bengal in regard to milk. If manufac- 
ture of sandeshy rasagolla be stopped, the gluttons will readily take to sweet- 
meat items like *'kachvri*\ ^\nngar(d\ in an increasing measure 

and the employees wdll only be switched over from one line of manufacture 
to another. Besides, in an abnormal time like the present one cannot please 
everybody and the greatest good of the greatest number should be the prime 
criterion of our progBamme. Complete rationing should also be introduced. 
A resolution on this subject tabled by my friend Mr. Mangturam Taipiiria, 
an orthodox Hindu and therefore a true socialist, has been hanging fire for 
about a year and this might serve as an index of the feeling of tlu‘ Opposi- 
tion and strengtlien the arms of the Ministry if i1 weie rig))tl\' niiiide(l. 

Tn my budget speech last year I suggested that instis.id of s])fUHliiig vast 
sums of money on projects which are liable to be abused the Government 
should re-purchase lands for the benefit of the distn'ssed w^ho had to sell them 
during famine. As land caiiiiot be ^lolen and the work must pass through 
the unsullied Judicial Department and registry olfices, eveiy rup(‘e spent 
for this ])ur])ose w’ould go to the real laujefit of the province. On an (Miquiry 
in rural areas, which I know better than the Chief Minister gives me credit 
for, I find that not more than an insignificant portion of land has yet been 
recovered by the sellers themselves and we shall have tf) w^ait till Doomsday 
before they can do it. I would once again suggest that the Government 
should take up this w’ork at once. A sum of Rs. 1 crore 69 lakhs (voted) 
occurs under the head — Famine. Of this, salaries and establishment absorb 
74 lakhs, i.e.y about 43 per cent. In the revised estimate of 1944-45, 4 crores 
30 lakhs is the total amount under Famine, and salaries and establishment 
account for 2 crores 20 lakhs, i.e.y about 51 per cent. A reference to the 
red book shows that salaries and establishment are split up into three items: 
Poor Houses and Orphanages, Special Medical Relief and Other Items. 
The Government should exiplain how much has actually been Hj)ent on 
salaries and allowances of employees and how much on goods used by the 
famine-stricken people. 43 or 51 per cent, is an outrageously dispropor- 
tionate figure and creates the impression that in the name of famine-relief 
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iiuinberless persons, apparently under the patronage of the Ministerial party, 
were employed. When these accounts are available, we shall be in a position 
to judge what proportion the administrative expenses bear to actual relief in 
the shai)e of food, clothing, etc. Every business house compares its expenses 
of management w'ith its turnover and the expense ratio is always kept at the 
lowest i)ossible figure. Famine-relief was a glorious record of British rule 
in this couiilry in tlic jjast and the ratio of salaries in ])revious famines can 
be ascertained for comparison. In the budget estimate of 1940-41), liow- 
ever, a welcome fall to a})Out 40 per cent, occurs. Tliis strange difference 
confirms our suspicion .that an army of men has unnecessarily been einploy- 
to deal out an inadeciuale measure of relief. 

A United Press message dated the 1st March states that the news of 
extreme distress of weavers and fishermen for want of yarn is ])ouring in 
from Madari])ur, Palma, Faridpur, Meher])ur, Nadia, Kushtia, Kasi])ur, 
Narayanganj, JJacca, etc. The province is at present passing llirough a 
severe cloth famine and the theory of the Civil Sup])li(‘s ^finister rci)eated 
ad nmt.uum that the sup])ly of cloth per head in Bengal is much less than 
in other provin(;es has since been exploded by Delhi in the same manner as 
the myth started by the same Minister about the decomposition of ])addy 
stocks in Khulna railway stations due to non-supply of wagons by the 
Railway Board. The real fact is that cloth and yarn are going underground 
only to come out for fancy prunes. Bengal is now the Ijoarders' ami 
profiteers’ paradise. A member of this House belonging to the Ministerial 
parly attrihuled this to the Marwaris. In the province of Bihar trade and 
(ommerce are in the com])lete grip of the Marwaris, while in Bengal they 
have to compete with Europiujns, Armenians, Bhatias, Ilelhiwallas. Iranis, 
Ispahanis and Bengalis. There is not this type of clolh scarcity in Bihar. 
A Bengalee colliery manager coming from Jliaria o days ago stated that 
dliootics and sarecs 10x44 were available for the asking at Jharia market 
and his only com])laiii1 was that snrrcs 11x4(1 necessary for his lalher 
corpulent wife could not he purchased. Now, the same Marwaris rule the 
market in that province. Why this differenced The Marwaris as Marwaris 
are not to blame; the reason is that there the Government governs and here 
it is not so. The city is full of rumours that men at the helm of affairs here 
are the senior partners in the business of Chotabazar ^nd Burrabazar. God 
alone knows whether these are true or not. In similar circumstances the 
])arty in power had it been on this side of the House would entertain grave 
Mispicion against people responsible for the administration for the time 
being. Men are not angels and an extraordinary situation like the war lets 
loose forces of greed and self-aggrandisement. 

We remember the Munitions Board case of the last war period and how 
Sir Thomas Holland lost his seat in the Viceroy’s Executive I’ouiicil. It 
is a fundamental principle of juris])rudeiice that justice has not only to be 
administered but administered in such a way that people may feel that it is 
being so done. Similarly, in governing honesty has not only to be prac- 
tised but practised in such a way that there may be no cause for misgivings 
ill the public mind. Moslem Leaguers should know that only villifying the 
Marwaris will not do. ITou must set your house in order. These Marwaris 
are the most thrifty and the ablest race of businessmen in the world and up 
till now not a single prodigal son has been born among them. Dead bodies 
of Hindus and Moslems cannot be covered with new pieces of cloth as is the 
custom ill the country and women in the country-side cannot come out of 
doors: and this when Bengal gets more cloth per head than other provinces! 

At the time of the discussion on the sales tax the Finance Minister said 
that he would exercise his rule-making powers for the benefit of handloom 
weavers. In a notification No. 140F.T., of the 29th March. 1944, the 
Government declared that handloom dhooties up to the value of Rs. 10 per 
pair and sarces up to the value of Rs. 15 uer pair would only be exempted. 
90 per cent, of dhooties and seirees for adults cannot be had except at much 
higher prices than these. It should be remembered that weavers generally 
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produce cloths for adulis which form their principal item of trade. The 
Famine Commission of 1898 presided over hy Sir James T.yall recommend- 
ed special relief to weavers. The present Government wants first to reduce 
weavers into destitution and then a fraction of them a fey t^ols or a 

small quantity of varn which in their hung:er tJiey are very likely to sell olt 
to buy rice. Can the Government point to any considerable weaving 
population in any part of tl^ province that it has been able to rehabilitate 
so far? Concentration in a few’ selected areas instead of discursive work 
all over the province will yield more satisfactory results and lend itself to 
less abuse of public money. The exemption limit of handloom cloth fnmi 
the sales tax should be reconsidered to benefit a. proper ]iercentage of total 
handloom production. 

On the police estimate, I want to mention one fact. The motor buses of 
Cahmtta have to charge4ares determined by the Police l)e])artment but in 
regard to packages they charge exor'bitant rates, sometimes one ru])ee for 
two boxes of ordinary* size and one bundle from Pallygunge to Howrah. 
This is a great hardship to middle class people. A complete schedule for 
luggage^should be enforced by the police. 

The ])rovision of G lakhs 54 thousands for payment of dearness allow- 
ance to teachers is quite inadequate. At least thrive times the amount 
should be provided for these hard-wmrking men engaged in real nation- 
building. They are among the wmrst hit .section of the society in present 
conditions. 

Regarding the political prisoners, T am glad to note that justice has 
been done to Srimati Santi Sudha Ghosh. The ])olicy of releasing by 
driblets should be re])laced by a more compreb(uisive ))lan s])ecially in view 
of the vast improvement in the war situation. If Sir Osw'ald Mosley could 
bo released long ago, there is no reason why such a large number of political 
prisoners should be detained here now without trial. Great injustice is 
being done to the families of these persons for want of adecpiate allowance 
in these days of high prices. 

Sir, this Council should place on record its profound sense of sorrow at 
the recent death of three eminent Bengali businessmen Ba'bu Sachchida- 
nanda Bhattacharya, Babu Surendra Nath Chakrabarti and Khan Sahib 
Wachel Molla. As I had occasion to remark only the other day, this our 
present race of clerks, pleaders, medicos and De])uty Magistrates is no 
object of glory and Bengal now has need of ^^Klmfriyas^ and ''Yaisym'' 
and the best way of achieving our object is true hero-worship. All these 
three illustrious deceased started from a humble beginning and by dint of 
sheer merit, hard toil and thrift rose to be captains of trade and industry. 
When the lives of men like these and Sir Rajendra Nath Mukherjee, 
Batakrishna Pal, Motilal Seal will be incorporated in books approved by the 
Director of Public Instruction and will enter into the minds of young 
learners, then and then alone can the present spectacle of job-hunting In 
Clive Street by our graduates and the continuous strife between Hindus and 
Moslems arising from one source and no other, namely, securing of Govern- 
ment jobs wull cease to iorture our eyes. These men are the salt of the 
earth and their examples shine like the y)o]e star in the ])resent dark 
atmosphere of perjury, forgery, chicanary, bribery and job])ery. With 
these words, I conclude mj^ observations. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, before there is another such infliction in this 
unreal atmosphere, T want just to record my protest against the continu- 
ance of this sham House. This House, as I have already pointed out during 
Budget discussion, has no voice in either bringing a cut motion or even in 
getting one of its members appointed in the Public Accounts Committee to 
discuss how money has actually been spent. The Financ-e Minister has 
expressed his helplessness as well as the President; and although you, Sir, 
promised that something will be done, nothing has, however, yet been done. 
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It is apparent that this House is not taken care of at all even by the 
members on the Government side, and the number of members present in 
this House today on both sides will impress on everybody the futility of 
wasting money in such discussion over budget. These Supplementary 
Estimates of approximately Rs. 65 crores, are more than double the provincial 
budget of the year and two hours have been allotted for us to practically 
point out all the defects or offer our suggestions. And what is the result? 
The result is nothing. We have to draw inspiration from nobody, offer 
our suggestions to nobody, and nobody cares for this bovine business of 
chewing the cud with no salutary effect or with no effect at all. It is sheer 
waste of public- money. The (lovernment should take us into their confi- 
dence in the matter of criticism and the actual expenditure incurred. This 
is practically the end of the year and we are confronted with the supple- 
mentary estimates covering money already spent. ^Is it any use discussing 
these things to waste money and the time of the House? 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, in rising to add a few" comments on the 
Finance Dei)artmeiit’s Supplementary Estimates I need only be brief. 
Unusual circumstances have prepared us in some measure for an apprecia^ 
tion of the financial needs for Provincial administration and although it 
would be erroneous to pretend that this forms pleasing reading, the estimate 
seems consonant wilh actual conditions. 

Most of the grants call for little remark but one’s attention is, how- 
ever, arresfiid by details of grant No. 'M set out on ]>age The not 

inconsiderable sum of Rs. 1,42,(K),()0() is included for the maintenance of 
the (bvil Su])plies Department’s Directorate, Extra Police and the 
Controller of Rationing. In connection with grant 35, the outstanding 
feature is the large sum of Rs. 1,31,30,000 for the carry-over purchase of 
Standard Cloth. This must represent a considerable yardage and in view 
of the reports we hear of acute shortage, the position seems unintelligible. 
Perhaps the llon’ble Minister wdll be good enough to enlighten us on this 
point. 

The point I am trying to make is that although an expensive Civil 
Supplies Department must be carried, an assurance must be given that its 
work will be to the best interests of the public. Indeed, the distribution of 
cotton cloth today is an outstanding failure. All sections of the public are 
affected and as far as can be ascertained at the present moment, the prospec^fs 
of improvement are not encouraging. 

The problem of cotton cloth is not new. For nearly two years the 
Textile Commisvsioner in Bombay has held taut reins controlling a matter 
on which in the initial stages he omitted to take the simple precaution of 
consulting the Trade. For instance, a great many difficulties have arisen as 
a result of the failure m-ore accurately to define the })osition of a dealer. 
Government has been singtilarly obtuse: it could have met with better 
success if it had appealed for the co-operation of the trade instead of placing 
nearly every possible obstacle in the path of usual channels. In my opinion 
sufficient latitude is allowed for Provincial Controllers. 

Much has been said, Sir, in this House and elsewhere in connection with 
black market; but very few people seem to have stopped to investigate the 
causes of such conditions. The fact that the entire production of mills has 
been controlled by Central Government for years creates the circumstances 
favourable to unscrupulous adventurers, not necessarily connected w’ith the 
trade, to exploit a position to the considerable disadvantage of the consumer. 

An honourable member from the benches on my left a few days ago 
gave his decided views on the throttling of distribution by black-marketeers. 
Central Government statistics since published in the press support the state- 
ments that Bengal has received its proper quota of cloth ; so it now remains 
for the “extra police” voted for to carry put its functions. 
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The fixation of ceiling prices is another aspect of the difSculty which 
should be closely examined and here I would express my opinion that the 
moment Government enters into the picture as the Dictator of Prices and 
compulsory disposal, it is morally obligaled to ensure supplies, not merely 
to a given territory but to the point of final duitribution. The setting up 
of Government Approved Shops may be a step in the right direction but 
do we have any assurance that such establishments represent normal or 
even experienced trade channels ^ Under one of the Distribution Schemes 
somd cloth has been made available. That it may not be the right kind 
of cloth is beside the point for the moment. The unfortunate reality is 
that the gross profit works out at something less than 7 per cent, out of 
which the vendor has to maintain his establishment and meet taxation. It 
will readily be appreciated that no retailer can be expected to interest 
himself in any kind of trade that is going to result in financial loss to him- 
self and until this very unsatisfactory state of affairs can be re(ttified, the 
public must continue to bear hardships that are greater than necessary. It 
is a matter to be watched with close interest. 

It is sincerely to be trusted that in strengthening the hands of the Civil 
Supplies Department by the creation of two new Directorates something 
distinctly tangible by wuiy of results wdll have been aidiived when the 
position is reviewed in a year’s time. 

It is considered that to ensure a more rapid distribution of even the 
small quantities of cotton cloth that may be available, attention should be 
given immediately to the improvement in orders governing the movement 
of cloth wdiich overlap each other. The central oi’dcu’ makes it clear that 
no cotton cloth may be sent by j)ost anywhere in India or outside India 
without an export licence or special permit, except to military personnel 
while the Provincial Order removes every possible shadow of doubt by 
prohibiting the movement of cloih by any means of transport. Complete 
silence shrouds the existence of arrangements whereby residents in mofus- 
sil districts and remote areas such as Tea Gardens in Assam may obtain 
their suj)plies. Both these Orders require immediate amendment and it is 
ho])ed that the proper authorities will soon take stc]>s to relieve this situa- 
tion. 

In conclusion, it only remains, perhaps, to express a hope that the 
Budget of 1945 will have a much ha])j)ier landing than the Budget of 1944. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to speak a 
few words on the Supplementary Estimates pr<‘sented by the Uon’ble the 
Finance Minister I may point out that the picture 1 drew in connection 
with my last Budget Speech has been partially justified, and we will find in 
the Supplementary Estimates the fruits of the administration for a year 
(1944-45). I would only take, Sir, in the fir.st instance, Grant No. 85 
‘‘Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected wu’th the War, 1939.’* I 
do not know why this heading has been kept. I ho])e the words “connected 
with the War, 1939” should be deleted altogether from this heading. Now, 
what do we find on analysing the figures of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister? In the budget for 194445 in connection with the grains pur- 
chase? scheme he provided that grains w^ould be purchased worth 
Its. 64,78,90,000. I hope the Finance Minister will kindly note the figures. 
It was estimated that the sale proceeds would be Rs. 75,46, r2,000 and 
other receipts would be Rs. 81,50,000. As against this the loss was esti- 
mated at Rs. 5,60,000, which would result in an ultimate total gain of 
Rs. 17,08,97,000. That was the picture. Sir, that we had last year when 
the budget of 194445 was presented. But what is the revised estimate that 
has been presented by the Finance Minister? I would only request honour- 
able members to particularly mark the figures. The cost price in the revised 
estimate is shown to be Rs. 77,71,80,000. I may remind honourable 
members if they would kindly follow the budget speech of the Finance 
23 
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[Minister that the entire amount had to be borrowed from the Imperial 
Bank or the Reserve Bank for financing the scheme of grain purchase by 
the Government of Bengal. Now what do we find in the sale-proceeds? As 
against the sum of Rs. 75,00,00,000 spent in purchase of food grains in the 
year 1044-45 we get the sale proceeds to be only 35 crores of rupees, which 
IS less than half the figure budgetted in the beginning of the year 1944-45. 

I do not know what is the explanation of all this. The only explanation 
that T can give is, as suggested by my honourable friend to my left, 
Mr. Clarke, who has just now spoken, is that the Government of Bengal 
ignored altogether the normal trade channels. They took the help of 
people who had absolutely no idea of what purchase of grains means, how 
the grains should be stocked, how they should be distributed and distributed 
in what manner; of all these they had no idea whatsoever. A large number 
of job-hunters followed the Honourable Ministers — they were given jobs; a 
large number of contractors followed the Hon’ble Ministers, they were 
given contracts; all without reference to security or to anything as to their 
previous connection with the trade. The only thing they wanted was that 
they must help somehow to secure votes in the lower house for the ministry 
in order that they might get the support at the critical moment when criti- 
cal motions were being considered on the floor of the lower house. Now, 
Sir, the sale proceeds were Rs. 35 crores as 1 have already said. But let us 
see what the Ic^s was. The loss was estimated at Rs. 5, 60, 00, 000 but now 
it is going to be Rs. 13,94,00,000. We have some idea as to the value of 
the foodgrains that were thrown in the tanks of Birbhum, in the streets of 
Howrah, in the gardens of Mr. Pain in <he Howrah Muuici])ality and in 
the various districts, and in the Berham])ore Munici])ality where atta was 
sold at eleven annas a maund as against Rs.^Ki ])er mauiid. We have not 
got the figures : we would have Ixuui glad if the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
would have laid a table of these losses in a stutt‘meiit. T hoj)e he will do 
so in his rejdy if noi today, something hereaftcu-, in order to indicate how this 
14 crores of rupees W63re lost to the Bengal Exchequer. AVe are ioJd now 
that >x)u have got stocks worth’ 26 crores 83 lakhs and (iO thousands. 
Possibly these rej)reseut the stocks in hand which the (Toveriimeiit of Bengal 
have got in their account books. I do not see these stocks exhibited. 
Stocks disclose Rs. 26,83i,60,{K)0. The net amount demanded Rs. 43,19,00,000 
in the case of grain purchase alone. The next year, the year 1945-46, I do 
not accept the same view which my friend Mr. Clarke expressed, that he 
would give a better picture. He will find next year the whole of this was 
not in existencte — the whole thing would become rotten. Possibly a good 
portion of it would be thrown away and the result would be that th\* realisa-^ 
tion would be much less than it was shown. The Government of Bengal 
Exchequer has shown Rs. 43,92,000 as excess amount spent during 1944-45. 

Now, Sir, let us take the question of standard cloth. Here I am sorry 
to say that there is a game of hide and seek. In the case of grain seeds we 
have been given some details of the cost of total grain purcliase. But where 
is the total cost of cloth purchased by the Government of Bengal? AA^here 
are those figures? In my budget speech only the other day I indicated 
that Bengal Government should come oui with a statement as to the actual 
amount of cloth purchased by them. AVe expected that a similar statement 
as m the case of grain purchase scheme would be given in the case of 
standard cloth. But what is the information given to the honourable 
naembers? The only information given is that — I would request the honour- 
able menibers to look to page 43 and see how the Legislature has been dealt 
wuth in the matter of standard cloth. “Purchase of standard cloth: It was 
exp^ted that there would be no carrying over of stocks; it now appears that 
stocks to the value of 13 lakhs 72 thousands rupees wull remain in hand at 
the end of the current year.’’ We are now in 7t;h of March and this budget 
was presented in February 1945. We have just now heard that Bengal 
^eiyed the full q^uota of cloth— I believe it is 72 crores and odd yards. 
What wag the value of 72 crores and odd yards. Perhaps the Hon’ble 
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Finance Minister might say that that Joes not represent the standard cloth. 
Why we should not be given the total quantity' of standard cloth purchased 
in the same way in which the cost ot grains purchase scheme has been 
given Honourable members would then have known what was the total 
quantity of cloth which Bengal (lovernmeni rw'cived. In connection with 
cloth scheme, I am glad that Mr. Clarke touched the j)oint and he criticised 
the action of the present th)yernment severely but 1 am sorry he had not 
the information otherwise he \vould have tound out how the black- 
marketeers are thriving. 1 would like to give one information to the 
honourable members in this res})e(‘t as t-o <he method that is adopted so far 
as the standard cloth and other cloth Unit is coming to Bengal are concerned. 
Mr. Clarke has pointed out that every piece of cloth that comes to Bengal 
comes under a permit granted ]»y tlie Textile (controller under the India 
(Government. That is true. Standard cloth is indented by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal but other cloths are indented bv dealers in Bengal parti- 
cularly in (.-alcutta on their own account. They liave got to get an endorse- 
ment on the railway recei])t in order that they might be able to disjiose of 
the stocks wliich they get from outside Bengal. Ts^)w, what is the method? 
The standard cloth conies direct to the Bengal Government and is kept 
entirely under the control of the Bengal Government and there are several 
agents appointed by the Government of Bengal for the purpose of bringing 
standard cloth from outside Bengal. Besides, we have got also other cloth 
that is produced w'ithin Bengal in the mills of Bengal. Now% wuth regard 
to other cloth that is indented by other merclianfs, the railway receipts are 
taken to the office of the Textile ('ontrollcr. The moment the raihvay 
receipt goes to the Textih' ('oniroller, he fr(‘ez(‘s the sto(‘k. I do not know’ 
whether honourable members know what this freezing means. The freezing 
means that the merchants will have to take delivery of the goods stored then 
in their own godowms but they will not be able to sell a. single cloth with- 
out a permit from the (\)ntroller. As a matter of fact if w’c take the entire 
cloth that is brought wdtliin Bengal from outside, the entire stock is under the 
thumb of the Civil Su])jTlies Department. That ])ej)artment controls the 
entire cloth — standard or fimo* varitdy. JSow’, what is the next- stage? Here 
comes the procession of favouritt‘s and oth(*r persons, the supporters of the 
present Government. Then* is a. long jirocession, not of figures, j)rocession 
of people who want permits Irom the Government of Bengal, [)eople who 
had never been in tin* cloth trade, who did not know, the other day mv 
learned friend said some of them were shoe-im‘rcha]its, but 1 do not think 
they W’ere even sho(‘-merchants, in that case they would have known what 
trade means, w’ell these people go to the Textile l)(‘])artment, secure somehow’ 
or other permits for what? AVe have got that the B(*ngal Government has 
got in its stock, suppose, 40, (HKl bales of cloth, and say 40 bales were given 
to 1,000 people having no idea of what trade is. As' Mr. (^larke pointed 
out, the normal trade has been altogether wi])ed out, and the peo])le who 
know^ nothing about the trade have become traders. These jieople get per- 
mits from the Textile Department and go to the merchants who have got 
the stocks. Some of them have got stocks of standard cloth in the account 
of Bengal Government, and some have got stocks of finer cloth in their own 
account of Bengal Government, and some have got stocks of finer cloth 
in their own account but which arc freezed by Bengal Government. The 
people w’ho obtain these permits go to these dealers and say “Well, give us 
something and we will give you the permits for selling your stocks.’”'^ I am 
told that in this way for each bale of cloth a very good round suiri is paid 
to the permit-holder. I do not know the exact figure but 1 am told that 
the figure is something about Rs. 500 per bale pairs of cloth. Each bale 
contains about 150 to 200 pairs of cloth. Now’, wdiat happens? The dealer 
takes the permit and pays to each permit-holder in round sums sav 
Rs. »‘10,000, Ra. 40,000 or Rs. 50,000. The fortunate permit-holder goes 
out with the money in his pocket, but then w’hat about these thousands of 
rupees that are paid by the dealers? The dealer cannot sell his cloth at 
normal prices. He must realise the amount which he has paid to the permit 
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holder. Then what happens P The cloth goes to the black-market. This 
is an open secret every-where. You go to Burra Bazar or any place you 
like, you will find this thing. Now, the dealer has got to dispose of his 
stocks, and he disposes of them in the black-market somehow. Then comes 
a race of inspectors from the Textile Department. The next step is that 
the Textile Inspector has got to be satisfied, and then something more is to 
be paid so that flu* cloth can go from the godown of the stock-holder to the 
dealer. Now, when Ihe cloth ultimately reaches the dealer, here also the 
dealer has got to satisfy the Inspectors, and thus the entire sum that is paid 
on account of each bale of cloth has got t-o be realised by the retailer, other- 
wise he will suffer loss. Therefore, he must make a good provision for these 
emergencies, and that is w’hy there is this famine in the cloth market. I 
do not know why the Ifon’ble the linance Minister has not given us the 
entire amount of clolh that has been jjurc, based. 

Now, even if it is said that 1 crore Al lakhs and 70 thousands of rupees 
worth of cloth will remain in hand, 1 ask why then the womenfolk are 
(jommitting suicide for want of a [)iece of cloth and for whicdi they cannot 
come out of doors? When this is the condition of things, the Government 
of Bengal says “Well, we hold the stock of standard cloth and the total 
number of cloths will be alanit bO lakhs.” Now, if this bO lakh pieces of 
cloth are distributed among the womenfolk who cannot come out of doors 
for want of cdoth, then th(‘re w’ould not be this cloth famine in Bengal. Will 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister disclose where these stocks of cloth lie 
and in whose hands? Will he bring the stock on to the floor of this House? 
We do not mind the (‘Xj)enses for bringing it down to the 

floor of this House- -and disiribute it and issue a notice to 

the peojde who are in wauit of cloth and sell it to them so 
that they may be relieved of their distress and famine of cloth as 
it has come to be called now% and ])ossibly the whole stuff of cloth valued at 
one crore and ^‘11 lakhs would be disposed of in the course of one wvek. It 
is not necessary that this sum should be ])rovided and we should run an 
account in the Juipeiial Bank for a loan of one crorc and -11 lakhs paying 
interest at a certain rate either to the Jmj)erial Bank or to the Reserve 
Bank. I do not want to take more time. Sir. There is another item 
however, on which J would like to speak, and that matter will be found at 
page ()f the 8uj)])lementary Estimates. In the budget for 194445 has 

been estimated a loss on foodgrains other than wheat of Rs. 50,000 loss on 

wheat and wheat ]»roduets nil. AVe criticised the estimate at the time and 
now we want to know^ what weio the big ])rofits wliieb the Civil Supi)lies 
‘Minister said that they wore making on wheat deal by the Government of 
Bengal. It was distinetly stated by the Civil Suj)plie.s‘ Minister on the floor 
of the House that they wauo making juofits on the wheat deal. I touched 
on this mater in my Budget S})eech but this Supplementary Estimate shows 
a loss on w^heat and wduat products of Rs. 4,40,(K)0 or thereabouts; whether 
it is 40 lakhs or 50 lakhs does not matter. But we want to know why there 
should be this loss on wheat and wdieat products. This will be found under 
the head “Loss on subsidized Food”. 1 put a (juestion to the Civil Supplies 
Depptmeni and the question was answered by the Hon’ble Civil Supplies 
Minister on the floor {>f the House that there w^as no loss incurred in the sale 
of wheat. As a matter of fact J made out the case that the price of w^heat 
being supplied to the peojfle of Calcutta should be reduced in view of the 
fact that the total cost which the Government of Bengal was paying to the 
Central Government was mneh less, being more or less in the neighbourhood 
of rupees ten while we are being charged a little more than Rs. Ui a maund 
Now, we are told that w^e are running at a loss on sale of wheat and wheat 
products. I hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister will try, if possible to 
explain it. But this Supplementary’ Budget certainly discloses a dismal 
picture— 65 crores of rupees w'e are asked to provide as additional sum over 
and above the sum that was voted last year. Now a good portion of it mav 
be disclosed as in stock of the present budget. But I am sure when the 
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next year’s budget would be faced the same story as in the present case will 
be told that there is a loss in the grain purchase scheme and possiblj'^ in the 
next year’s budget we have to provide for a higher sum which it would not 
be possible for the Bengal revenue to provide a^id the province would turn 
into bankruptcy. I would particularly ask the honourable members of .this 
House to realise the position and I would appeal to His Excellency to 
consider whether this state of things in the ])rovim*e should be allowed to 
continue. With these words, 1 conclude. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBIS: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 
I would like to make a few observations on the Supplementary Estimates! 
I had not had the opportunity of attending the 'Council during the discussion 
of the budget. But any way, J am glad that w'e have got this opportunity of 
discussing the policy wliicii the present Ministry is following. [ do "not 
propose to go into the tigures because figures are too big for me and the figures 
do not really disclose the real nature of the failure of this Ministry in 
running the administnitioii of this province. We find that the "most 
important item in this supplementary budget is the item of civil supply 
and the greatest amount of wastage seems to have occurred under that head. 
Some time before in this Coumdl 1 had to express my view that the business 
of the civil supply is not the business of this Ministry. They do not know 
this business and they have no business to carry on tliis business when they 
have no idea. They oughi to leave this matler in the hands of experienced 
businessmen who would be able to manage it much beCer and with less 
cost and with much grealer satisfaciion to the public*. That was the idea 
that 1 exi)ressed long ago. I now find that my apprehension has been 
more than justific'd by the figures of the su])i)l(‘inentary budget that has 
been presented so far as the civil supjdy is concerned. I believe honourable 
members leaving in this cily do not realise the difficulties which we people 
of the mofussil have to face with regard to the maladministration of the 
Civil Supplies Deparlment. Here because there are large number of 
members and more influential section of the public who are able to bring 
it to the notice of the authorities and (‘omplain and there are greater 
advantages than the ]»(‘oi)le in tiic mofussil, have* the difficulties are not 
felt so much as in the imdussil as there are very few who (‘ould speak to 
the authorities. Take, for instance, sugar. The people of (hilcutta get 
U poas per head ()f sugar irresjiective of whether he is an adult or a child. 
I believe that while making out the table of rationing the authorities did 
consider that U pons n\ sugar are regally necessary for a man to carry on 
for a week. If that is so, how is it that in the mofussil i>eople are not 
allowed to have even a fma per week?* Why do not the Government make 
it a rule to supply the same quantity while rationing a particular 
commodity everywhere? Why shcmld the mofussil i)eople get so much 
less and why should the Calcutta jieoide get so much more? Do the 
Ministry c^are to know why this difl'erence exists oi- do they care to think 

over this matter? Do they consider 4 poa is .suffic'ient for a man to carry 

on for a week specially in a district like dalpaiguri when there are so many 
tea estates, when the peoj)le there take mori* tea? I submit there ought to 
be a general rule laid down as to wdiat should be the quantitv of sugar that 
should be supplied to the people under the ratiojiing scheme." (Mr. Bankim 
Chandra MiTKHr:RJKi!: : Jalpaiguri consumes less tea.) Jt is no question 
of (‘onsuming less tea. Why there should be difterence between Calcutta 
and the mofussil ? If really we assume that the Government or the tJivil 
Supplies Department do actually allot to the districts sufficient sugar to 
allow' the people in the mofussil to have U poas or at least 1 poa per week 

per head, then there must be something wrong somewhere which would 

explain the reason of this shortage. Who is responsible for this? The 
District Administration? If the District Administration actually do not 
take into consideration the real interests of the people, well, ] nhould aub- 
miti the Civil Supplies Department may take them to task. It may be 
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said well the District Administration do not distribute properly in the 
mofussil. There are Food Committees— one District Magistrate, an I.C.S. 
oflScer was kind enough to tell me that these Food Committees they were 
constituted for the sole reason to divert the blame from the District Magis- 
trates to the Food Committees, because people would blame the District 
Magistrates when commodities will not reach them. The Government will 
now say there have been the Food Committees and they distribute these 
things. The Food Committees have to obtain their supplies from the 
district authorities or what is called the District Food Committees which 
are really ruled by the District Magistrates and people do not know as to 
what is the quantity that is supplied to the district and what is the quantity 
they reserve for themselves and their friends and relations. The Food 
Committees are really at the mercy of the District Magistrates who preside 
over the District Food Committees and theresis really nothing to check the 
District Authorities. I therefore draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge that, if they want to carry on this matter in this way, 
they ought to be more vigilant, they ought to prescribe the quantity they 
want to allot without making any difference between Calcutta and mofussil. 

There is another point, Sir. 

As regards coal, you find that coal quota that is given to the mofussil, 
we are told, is settled by some authorities in the Province, and the provin- 
cial quota is fixed by the (hmtral Government. Whenever we raise this 
question, the Government say “Well, we have got nothing to do with it, 
because we get our quota from the Centre”. But having secmred the quota 
for the Province there; ouglit to be equitable distribution between all the 
districts according to their respective needs. But, that is not done, 
letters, telegrams, urgemt tedegrams sent from the districts to the Civil 
Supplies Department remain unattended for, 1 should say, weeks or they 
go to the waste-])aj)er buskels, and this Jlon’ble Minister, I mean the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies, 1 am always told, has very 
little time to go through these telegrams or to attend to them or reply 
them. There must be somebody in the department who would be kind 
enough to attend to those telegrams and send replies at least, if not the 
commodities that are wanted. This is how this Department of Civil 
Supplies is being manag(‘d. Now, when Ihe coal actually reaches the 
district, the district authorities reserve ceitain quantities tor themselves, 
it is a fact which is known t(» everybody who comes from the mofussil, and 
that reserved (iiiantities of coal are distributed amongst the officers, their 
friends and relations. While a man with a family of say 40 members does 
not get 2 maunds of coal per month, the frimids of the authorities would 
get 20 maunds for the mere asking. This is how the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment is being run. The people in the mofussil are now in despair. The 
prices of commodities are high, because they are to be purchased from the 
black-market. Who creates this black-market? The black-markets are 
created by the Ministers themselves, and by those persons who are in the 
chain of distribution. Ih'rhaps, it will not be an exaggeration to say that 
this Civil Supplies Department is corrupt from top to bottom. Everybody 
knows it. Everybody speaks of it openly, and I am sure that the Hon’ble 
Ministers themselves and the Civil Supplies Minister himself know it fully 
well whether these accusations are unfounded or they are well-founded. I 
would ask the Hon’ble Ministers to start an enquiry consisting of the 
honourable members of this House, officials and non-officials or of members 
from the (tov eminent of India and let this matter be investigated by them, 
and the Ministers ought to be in a position to show that the allegations made 
against them are absolutely unfounded, or that if they are well-founded 
they should at once resign. We cannot allow Bengal to be governed by 
a set of people who are dishonest. Why should we suffer? Why should 
we allow ourselves to be governer by people who are dishonest? It is a 
shame to the people of Bengal, it is a shame to all those people who live 
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in Bengal. Can we not find out people who can manage the affairs of 
Bengal honestly? Why tshould there he allegations and suspicions against 
the Ministers? Everybody knows in this Council and outside how these 
Ministers are being regarded by the people of this Province. Why? I do 
not personally accuse them but 1 feel aggriev<Ml when I hear such accusa- 
tions against the Ministry. I also hear people saying that they have 
got personal knowledge not ^)nly of the Ministers’ corruption but also of 
those who in the scheme of the general distribution come into the picture 
up to the last man in the district. There are ( ircum stances and facts 
which I personally know but which I do not like to disclose; but there 
cannot be any doubt that there are substantial grounds for believing that 
the wretched state of affairs in Bengal today is due not only to incapacity, 
but also to the corruption of the Ministry and their friends and relations. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The time for closing is drawing near and 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister must have some time to reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir, how long 
Mr. Mahalanobish will yet take 1 do not know; but Sir there are other 
persons who are willing to speak on this supplementary demand. One day 
is not at all sufficient for discussing a budget which deals with 05 crores 
of rupees; indeed, a large number of speakers still remain to speak. I do 
not say anything for myself only but I say this on behalf of my other friends 
who intend to speak on this budget. So at least another day should be 
grant(‘d — tomorrow or Monday. This is a supi)lementary budget of 05 
crores and we should be given more than one day to discuss it. For the 
purpose of discussing the next year’s budget estimates of 04 crores only we 
were given three days which were subsequently extended by one day; but in 
case of a budget which deals with a luige sum of 05 crores we are given only 
one day. Members are taking great interest in this budget and therefore 
at least one day more should be given to us. The two wungs of the 
Congress Party are yet to si^eak, the Scheduled Castes member still remains 
to speak, the lndo])endent Group has not yet spoken. Then again, the 
Finance Minister will require some good time to reply; in these circum- 
stances I would suggest that at least one day more be allotted for this 
purpose. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, let me hear the (loverninent point 
of view. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, I have not yet 
finished. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am not asking you to take your seat, 
but I am asking the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his views. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: If it is the desire of 
of the House that longer time should be allotted for the discussion of the 
supplementary estimates, I personally have no objection. 1 am glad to 
say that the Chief Whip of the Council assures me that he may be able to 
get another day from the Governor if that is the desire of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thanks. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: I was remarking. Sir, on 
how the Civil Supplies Department is being run and the general verdict 
of the public of Bengal against the Ministry. There is absolutely no doubt 
that the people in the mofussil are feeling the existence of the Civil 
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Supplies Department rery bitterly: not because they are not getting their 
supplies although they stand very much in need of them, but because they 
won’t supply wnat they have got and Government control over the depart- 
ment is altogether gone. They cannot give a proper supply and not only 
that; having got the things they behave in such a way that these things 
are not properly distributed. I would therefore suggest in this connection 
that there ought to be a board for receiving the commodities which Bengal 
receives from the Central Government and the distribution should be 
through various agencies of unimpeachable character or through such un- 
official agencies who would take upon themselves this thankless task; 
thereby Governmeiit will save a lot of money and savei their name and 
fame, be(‘ause they would be out of touch with this business and there 
would be no room for any crimplaiiit that the Ministers or their nominees 
and their friends and relations are corruj)t. So if that is done Bengal 
will be in a mu(‘h better position than she is today. It is no use keeping 
this Department in the way in which it is being run. You merely pay a 
lot of money in salary people pay a lot of money in bribes. That is how 
this business is being run. 

Then, Sir, as regards cloth — the cloth famine is well known to every 
member and I do like to dwell upon it at great length. It is felt every- 
where in Bengal, and what is the position? From the (dty of Calcutta 
down to the village how this cloth is being distributed should be taken 
notice of. Speakers before me have already said how cloths are being 
driven into black-market becaus(‘ of the bribery of the officers on the top. 
From the beginning you start with taking license. 1 do not know' exactly 
how" much one has to pay for a liciuise. 1 have got almost personal 
knowledge that in the m(»fussil there w'as a supply officer wffiose business 
it was to issue licenses and who did realise Bs. bO for issue of each license. 
This is the minimum that he got. Just remember how’ many thousands 
of licenses are issued. This officer does not reciuire to serve Government 
any more because he has earned lakhs. That is how' they start the business 
with license. Then, Sir, you want permit and then there is competition 
in order to secure a permit. After pa\ing all these gentlemen how" can 
you expect tlie men who are fortunate enough to secure permits for 10 or 
20 bales of cloth to sell that thing at a control ])rice. It is impossible for 
them to sell the stuff at control price. Therefore what they will do is that 
after three or four days they will say that they have got no stock — the 
stock finished and those wlio sui)ervise their w'ork — supervise this business, 
for instance the textile inspector, that 1 believe is his name; that textile 
inspector gets a salary of Its. 75 or something like that — below Ks. 100 and 
in six months time every textile inspector of Bengal will earn a lot. I 
may tell you and the members of this House will ap])reciate — I am speaking 
of mofussil 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 may tell the honourable member that in 
the discussion of supplementary budget the scope of discussion is very 
limited. So you should confine your criticism strictly to the items included 
in the supplementary budget and ihe general i)olicy of the Government 
cannot be disciissed in the course of the discussion of the supplementary 
budget. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8: A s you desire, Sh*, I shall 
not go into the question as to how far we can go and how far we cannot. I 
was just going to deal with one branch of the Civil Supplies Department 
which has bungled the matter incurring huge exjienditure. If you discuss 
all these items you will find that about Es. 48 crores is being sought to be 
sanctioned wliich has already been spent I believe and we are going to hold a 
post mortem examination and this examination is ineffective. But we can 
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suggest that though thi^ has been done this year we should not allow this 
in future, so that public revenues may not be wasted. This line I propose 
tp take. I am very much obliged fo you, Sir, for drawing my attention 
to the scope of this discussion. But it is not exactly possible for any 
member to confine his discussion only to the ^ufes alone 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: To the propriety of the subject-matter. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Yes. that is possible. 
Now, Sir, this increase in the dearness allowance to inspectors and other 
officers in the Civil Supplies Department is unnecessary. Every one would 
be willing to serve as a textile ins]>ector now without a single farthing as 
pay. If you otter the i)ost to anybody or if you auction the post I believe 
you will get at least Rs. 10, ()()() for each post and no dearness allowanc‘e is 
therefore necessary. 1 was trying to illustrate this matter, this vital 
matter. The Hon'ble Ministers perhaps do not know these things but if 
they go to the mofussil and stay with us, poor fellows, they may see things 
with their own eyes and hear for themselves how matters are managed 
there. Here you are trying to ])rovide for their dearness allowance, higher 
pay and so on and so forth. (Mr. Shktsh Chanjjka Chakraverti : Direct 
your speech to the Euro])ean members.) Oh, these gentlemen, though they 
champion this very cause but they won’t say anything because they think 
that will be going against the Ministry. That is not their creed to do so. 
Well, Sir, 1 have tinished. 1 have nothing further to say. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till l-dO p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-80 p.m., on Thursday, the 8th March, 
J945. 
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Memiifrs AtMnt. 

The following niembers were absent from the meeting held on the 7th 
March, 1946: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(3) Mr. Humayun fieza Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. K. K. Dutta, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

(6) Mr. M. E. Jaipuria, 

(7) Manlana Mohd. Akrum Khan, 

(8) l(han Bahadur M. A^ Momin. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee, 

(10) Dr. K. 8. Eay, 

(11) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar, 

(12) Dr. K. Talukdar, 

(13) The Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First SessiOHy 1d45— No. 13^ 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 8th March, 1945, at 1-50 p.m., being 
the thirteenth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to Section 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdiiury, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 

Point of PrivilegO. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, I want to rise to a point of pri- 
vilege. My point is: this Ministry is practising a practical deception on 
the Governor by misguiding him in various ways; as for example, in the 
matter of jirorogiiing ihe Lower House while a heavy business was on the 
agenda. As regards the supersession of the Howrah Municipality, liere 
also they misguided the Governor by making him sign tlie supersession 
order. Again, an invidious distinction is being made in regard to the 
electicm or filling up t f vacancies in the membership of the Upper House. 
Sir, in the montii of August last, a valued member of this side, Nawabzada 
Altaf Ali, died i)iit his seat still remains vacant. This is a violation of 
the privilege of this House. No notice has been taken of this by the 
Government as yet. But Mr. Ferguson who resigned only on the 28th of 
February last Ium already been replaced by another gentleman, and a 
notice io that effect has already been issued on the 12th of March. This 
shows an invidious (listinction. 1 maintain that it is a violation of the 
privilege of this House. One Party is being favoured wdiile the other 
Ihirt.’s Tej)Tesenlative is not re])laced. During the last session wdien 
nomination ])a])ers were suhmitt(*d, they cancelled the same and now^ 
altliougli for licaily a montli we are here, still no notification has heem issued. 
1 do not know*, Sir, what is tlie motive behind all these things. Thertd'ore, 
I sug; 2 eM that \ou being the custodian of our rights and privileges shouhl 
have the matter enquired into, and if you find it just and fair, you should 
refer it to the Privileges ('ommittee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will any Hon’hle ^linister on the 
Government benches kindly throw any light on this matter ^ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you rise to s})eak on the budget or 
on this point of privilege? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On this point of privilege 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think it w^ould be better if w^-J^eard 
what the Government bad to say on this point. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not keep any information regarding these tnatters. Therefore, w^hen 
the Hon’ble Home Minister comes, this point may be raised. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But you are the Leader 
of the House ! 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes; but these malleis do not pertain to my dex)artiuent, and therefore 1 am 
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not in a position to throw any light on this point. We have just now been 
told of tnis and either myself or the Hon’ble the Home Minister will 
enquire and give the desired information. 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Do you dispute the factsP 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are you only in charge of condolence motions and 
of no other matters? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Elections are not my subject and condolence motions I move on behalf of 
the entire House. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Oh! you only speak of 
men when they go out but you do not bring men in I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, elections are 
dealt with in the Home Department and since Ihe question has been raised 
by the honourable member, we shall certainly refer the matter to the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister. Either he or the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House may make a statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I think, Mr. Majumdar, you have no 
objection to this course. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: No Sir; but 1 would request the Hon’ble 
the Leader of the House to declare the ])ositi()n in consultation with the 
Home Minister, for he is our J^eader, and this is a very important point. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; I gave notice of an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes, I am coming to lhat. I have 
received notice of an adjournment motion from Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee wdio wants to move : that this Council do adjourn its business to 
dis(Miss a definite matler of urgent public impoiUince, namely, the situation 
that has arisen owing to the failure of the (lovernment of Bengal to ])ay 
9 lacs of rupees as taxes of the Council House to the Calcutta Corporation 
thus causing considerable hardship to the rate-payers. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I have also given some facts 
wuth the notice of my motion, and I would like to mention them for the 
elucidation of the members of the House. Sir, the fa(‘ts are these : So far 
as the tax on this House is concerned, there was a dispute. I am informed 
that the matter has been finally settled by arbitration and that the 
amount that is due to the Corporation is 9 lakhs of rupees. So far as 
Government’s dealing wdth the Corporation is concerned, every honourable 
member of this House knows what has happened from today’s newspapers, 
namely, that Government have proposed that Ihe city’s consolidated rate 
should be enhanced by per cent, failing wdiich the Corporation, — and 
that is one of the grounds, — is going to be suspended: and this. Sir, at a 
time when Government itself ow’es a sum of 9 lakhs to the Corporation on 
account of taxes on this building only, which works out, if paid to the 
Corporation, at about one per cent, of its total expenses. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Is it your point that because of the non- 
payment of tax on this building by the Government, the Corporation is 
going to be put to the position of imposing an extra tax on the public? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: That is my main point. 
As a matter of fact, the Chief Executive Officer at the time of presenting 
his budget estimates proposed that the rate should be increased by 1 per 
cent. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. Has the honourable member 
leave of the House to move his motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAilUMDAR: First of all, let it be ascertained whether 
there is objection. Up to now, there has not been any objection, Sir. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: We have no objection, Sir, and a day 
may be fixed for the discussion of this motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AVill the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
suggest a day? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Next Monday. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Next Monday is a Hindu holiday on 
account of Baruni — an important festival. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

But Monday has not been declared as a holiday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, Baruni is an important Hindu 
festival and we do not want to meet on that day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Baruni is a local holiday. Anyway, we 
may discuss this motion on Tuesday, the Idth. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Very well, Sir. That will do. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is the 11 on ’hie Leader of the House 
agreeable if it is 1-dO p.m. on Tuesday next? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I have no objection. 

Discussion of the Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. In connection with the* 
discussion of the supplementary estimates yesterday, J allowed considerable 
latitude to the honourable members. But it was found that in some cases 
rules regulating the debate on sui)plementary estimates were not strictly 
followed. So, before the House proceeds to resume discussion of the same 
subject, I would like to impress upon the honourable members that debates 
must be restricted to the subject-matter of the supplementary estimates. 
In the course of the discussion of the sup])lementary estimates in res]K‘ct 
of any demand relating to the schemiB or p7t)ject which has already been 
sanctioned and allotment has already been made in the original budget, 
there is no scope for discussion of the policy. But if there is any item relat- 
ing to any new scheme that rule has to be relaxed. But even so discussion 
must be confined within the item under discussion. That is tlie procedure 
which is followed even in Parliament. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, under what rules 
you are putting up this restriction? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is the practice in the Parliament 
and that is also the practice in all the Indian Legislatures. For the salis- 
faction of the honourable members I may refer to difi'erent rulings of 
different Hon’ble Presidents. I may point out that Ihe real scope of dis- 
cussion on supplementary estimates is the propriety of appropriations made 
for the supplementary fund which is recjuired under different heads. If 
any honourable member has any doubt as regards my opinion — this may not 
be strictly taken as a ruling — then I can satisfy him by referring to the 
rulings given by the Hon’ble Speaker of the Parliament and by referring 
to the rulings given by different Presidents of the Central Legislature. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: 1 think, Sir, in your observations you 
have forgotten the fact that the Parliamentary Rules and other procedures 
are not applicable to this case, because the Government have not followed 
the convention relating to the supplementary budgets. The Ministry ought 
to have taken the sanction of the House but the procedure they have f ollow'ed 
is irregular and ultra vires. So, in my opinion those rules you refer to do 
not apply to this case. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If an honourable member has noticed 
any irregularity on the part of Government, it is within the competence of 
the honourable member to refer to that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: We are doing so. We are criticising 
the supplementary budget strictly in accordance with the rules. There is 
no time-limit 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am afraid you have not followed what 
I have said. I have not referred to the existence of a time-limit at all. Let 
me state the whole position, why you are getting impatient? I simply said 
that in discussing a supplementary budget you cannot discuss the entire 
administrative policy of the Government. The proper time for it is when 
the General Budget is placed before the House. This is only a supplementary 
budget 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: This is practically the original budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If the honourable member cannot make 
a distinction between an original budget and a supplementary budget, it 
is difficult to explain it from the Chair. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But, Sir, in the Govern- 
inent of India Act, no distinciion has been made between ihe original 

and the supplementary budgets. There is also no reference in our own 
rules. As for the Parliamentary procedure which you, Sir, have chosen 
to ];(>int out, I may say that in this House or elsewhere tiie Ministry is not 
following that procedure. We have not yet got a Public Accouiiis Com- 
mittee and you know, Sir, in the Jhirliainentary Pro(“edure the Leader of 
the ()]>])osition becomes the Chairman of that Committee. The O])i)ositiou 
under the Parliamentary Procedure is given all facilities to scrutinise the 
iiccounts relaling to tin* budget. So, if Go\'ernment does not cai'e to 
follow tljc procedure of the Parliament, it is not iij) to us to follow the 
same and it has been always the desire of this House and the Presidents 
who nc(*upied the ('hair to build uj) our own conventions. We ought to 
follow these conventions. On that ground, I submit to you that if you 
i^strict and place us within this circumscribed limit, the useful purpose 
of this discussion will be entirely lost. In the circumstances, you being 
the custodian of our rights and privileges. Sir, know how at every step our 
rights and ])rivileges are ignored or trampled down. Therefore, you should 
not pass such restrictions on us which w’ill further encroach u})on our rights 
and privileges. 

The Han’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, during the last few years, our cimvention was not to* allow general 
discussion on supplementary budget. It was restricted only to the parti- 
cular items and no general discussion was allowed. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I think in this dis- 
cussion we are rambling and going beyond what we have to look to. The 
hrsi thing which we have to consider is the Government of India Act under 
whi(di we are sitting here and which governs the procedure in this House. 
If you look to sections 80 and 81 of the Government of India Act whicli deal 
with the financial statements and supplementary budgets, you will find 
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that the point has been cleared np beyond doubt. Section 80 deals with 
authentication of the schedule specifying the original budget. I need not 
refer to that. I will refer to section 81 which deals with the supplementary 
statements of expenditure. I am now reading section 81, and I request 
honourable members to consider this section particularly : 

“If in respect of any financial year further expenditure from the 
revenues of the Province becomes necessary over and above the expenditure 
theretofore authorised for that year, the "Ooveriior shall cause t« be laid 
before the Chamber or Chambers a supplementary siaiement showing tlie 
estimated amount of that expenditure, and the provisions of the jueceding 
sections shall have effect in relation to that statement and that expenditure 
as they have effect in relation to the annual financial statement and the 
expenditure mentioned therein.” 

Therefore the procedure that is to be followed is the procedure tliat is 
generally followed when the original Budget Statement is prepared and the 
Budget is sanctioned and authenticated by His Kxcellen<*y the (Governor. 
The previous sections 78 and 79 deal with how the annuai financial state- 
ment is to be presented and considered in the House. 

Therefore, I think the procedure that is to be followed in regard to the 
Supplementary Budget would practically be the same as when the original 
financial statement is presented with reference to the items in the 
Supplementary Budget. 

Mta BIREN ROY: Sir, the Leader of the House just now said that the 
convention is that generally the original budget is discussed first and theI^ 
the supplementary estimates are placed. It is a very dangerous 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

On a point of ])ersonal. explanation, Sir. I never said that. I staled that 
in discussing the original budget all matters connected with the administra- 
tion of tlie province should be discussed, whereas in discussing the Sui)])le- 
mentary Budget that cannot be done. Here you will have to coniine 
yourself strictly to the items of additional expenditure that are set forth in 
the Supi)lementary Budget. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Tl lat is exactly the ])oint that I was g<»ing to men- 
tion. I was trying to point out how <langerous that pro<‘(*(lure is going to 
be in future, because < Government in that case will ])resent a fictitious 
budget in this House just to jnovide for the salaries of the Hon’ble 
Ministers, the Parliamentary Secretaries ami also ot those honourable 
members who support them and not a full-fledged budget, because they do 
not want us to discuss the budget till the end of tin* year and we have no 
hand in stopping it or reducing the demands for grant or even to refuse 
them, or even to discuss them. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The House can certainly discuss the item set forth in the supplementarv 
budget and discuss even the policy underlying them ; you have perfect liberty 
to discuss them but not matters relating* to other matters of general 
administration; whereas in the case of original budget you can discuss 
almost anything. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: There is one item of 
general administration also in this budget. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The particular question which a demand raises, you can certainly discuss 
that. 

Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBI8H: Mav I sav a few words, 
Sir, with your permission? As far as I have been af)Ie to 'understand the 
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debate, I think there is really no dispute between us and the Chair. Your 
ruling, Sir, and the rulings which you want to cite of previous Presidents, 
really })oint to one and one fact only, namely, that in discussing supple- 
mentary budgets we must confine ourselves to the items referred to in the 
supplementary budget and we are not generally permitted to discuss the 
general policy of Government in respect of any other matters not mentioned 
or included in that supplementary budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is exactly what I meant. 

Mr. NAGENDRANATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Now, Sir, the Govern- 
ment of India Act prescribes the same thing. Suppose, Sir, that in a 
supplementary budget there is provision only for the Civil Supplies 
Department, I mean provision for additional expenditure in that dejiart- 
ment. We should certainly not be permitted to go into the police budget in 
that connection. Or, conversely, if it was the police budget we should not 

be permitted to discuss the civil supplies : so that what is meant by the 

various rulings is simply that we should confine ourselves exclusively to the 
items which make up that particular demand. We may in that connection, 
however, discuss all things necessary to criticise that particular demand. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am grateful to 

Mr. Moholanobish who has clarified the point so well. I am sorry that I 
was interrupted by several members when I was speaking some time ago 
on this matter. If honourable members had the patience to hear me for a 
moment, then there would have been no occasion for all this discussion and 
raising these points. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, it was not for 

interrupting you but for elucidation that I rose wdien you were on your 
legs. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: But still you might have waited till I 
had finished. It is hut common courtesy that when the Chair is on its legs 
honourable members should wait till he has finished. However, I am in 
agreement with Mr. Mahalanobish and that is exactly what I meant. I 
did not mean that in discussing the question of propriety of a supplementary 
demand the policy behind that demand could not be discussed. I did not 
mean that; I simply meant that a general discussion is not permissible in 
the course of a discussion of the sui)pleinentary budget. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : I was just dealing with 
one aspect of the budget, namely, exi>enditure incurred under the head 
“Civil Supplies” and 1 w^as criticdsing the policy of Ihe Government in 
regard to that Department. I submitted yesterday at some length as to how^ 
this Civil Supplies Department is being run. 1 do not like to tire the 
patience of the honourable members in g*oing into further details because 
my experience is not ditferent from the exj)erience of other honourable 
members who must know' much more than I do. But the one point to which 
I would like ])articularly to draw* attention of the Government is that by 
using the machinery of the district authority in this Dei)artment of Civil 
Supplies they have brought in the District Magistrates and the subordinate 
magistracy, particularly the Subdivisional Officers, in close touch wdtli 
tiaders and we do know' that for circumstances perhaps bej’ond their control 
or owing to their inherent dishonesty these small traders in the mofussil 
have to meet these authorities, namely, the District Officers and subordinate 
officers and the subordinate magistracy in connection w'ith the Civil Supplies 
Department and they go there to gain some end and that end is their 
business profits. Now', if in order to realise that end they have to grease 
the palms of those gentlemen, w'ell, they would not hesitate to do it; and 
us one gentleman has said, every man has his price and therefore the 
district authorities and the subordinate magistracy also can be presumed 
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to have their prices. In this way, corruption goes on to the detriment of 
the consumers and the general public. If the district authorities and the 
subordinate magistracy can be kept aloof from the Civil Supply Depart- 
ment, I think the business would be run honestly and smoothly. It would 
be extremely difficult to disoblige a friend. That is the experience that 
many of the mofussil men have of the working of this machinery. The 
disadvantage is, after all, the disadvantage of the consumers. They do 
not get things at proper price and sometimes at any price. Why then 
Government is spending so much money over the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment? What are the Enforcement Branch people doing? Those gentle- 
men who have retired as police officers — as police sub-inspectors or 
inspectors have been recruited as Deputy Superintendents of the Enforce- 
ment Branch. You can easily imagine the status and position of a Sub- 
Inspector or Inspector who has retired after working in the Police Depart- 
ment. Of course, there is something to be said against the Jhdice Depart- 
ment. We all know that the Police Department is not above reproach 
and now these men are put in the Enforcement Branch with a view to check 
this profiteering and hoarding. Obviously, the idea was that these 
people having certain experience in police work they would better serve 
the purjMJse; perhaps they could, but at the same time the temptation was 
so great. Because they used to come across while constables or Sub- 
Inspectors, ordinary cultivators and poor men and other people of the 
country; but now they come in touch with ricli people and traders and if 
the traders ofi'er certain jjercentage of their profit to the Enforcement 
Branch people, they do not hesitate to accept. The result has been that 
the Enforcement Branch officers earn a good deal and the traders too to* 
the detriment of the consuming public. Therefore, I would again ask 
Government seriously to consider whether it is any use keeping this sort 
of arrangement or whether the present arrangement cannot be improved. 
I venture to suggest that Ihis system should be given a go-by, this huge 
amount of money should not be wasted in this way. On the contrary, 
better arrangements should be made eliminating the district authorities 
and subordinate magistracy from the (^ivil Supplies Department. They 
are contaminated by the traders or they have contaminated the traders, 
whatever it may be; hut there is no doubt that there is contamination. 

Let me now take the standard cloth item in this suj)plementary budget. 
The Government expected that there would be no carry-over of standard 
cloth but actually there is a carry-over of standard cloth of Rs. Idl lakhs. 
Sir, nothing could be more deplorable than this. While the whole of 
Bengal is now witnessing this spectacular cloth famine, you find Govern- 
ment carrying over for tlie next year cloth worth Rs. 131 lakhs. Is it for 
the reason that there is no demand for the cloth or is it for the reason 
that they cannot distribute it? We must assume naturally that there is 
a very very keen demand for standard cloth or any s<)rt of cloth in Bengal 
today. Therefore, the inference is that Government cannot distribute, 
their agencies are insufficient or inefficient to make the x)roper distribution. 
This is certainly a situation which people should not tolerate. After so 
much of expenses, so much of heavy establishment, why should there be 
a situation of this nature that Government are not in a position to distribute 
the standard cloth which they have in their possession and for 
which there is so keen demand in the country? From the Government’s 
own statement it is perfectly clear beyond all reasonable doubt that they 
are not in a position to coi)e with the situation. Therefore I would just 
like the Finance Minister to look into this matter and to refuse this 
particular department any financial lieli), because that department cannot 
do its duty properly. Why should he sanction money to a department 
which is hopelessly incomiDetent according to their own statement? 

Now, Sir, it is necessary for me to say one word more on this i)oint and 
that is this that the Government should seriously think of forming a board — 
a separate board of non-officials at the top and at the bottom. While 
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receiving the goods and distributing them, it should be done through non- 
officials. This would mean that the establishment expenses of the Civil 
Supplies Department would automatically disappear, and therefore there 
cannot be any room for criticisms against the Government officers about 
their conduct. There cannot possibly be any charge of corruption or 
bribery, and I think that the consumers will get their goods quite all right 
without any difficulty, and the hoarder and the profiteer would have very 
much less scope in their nefarious trade. I do not like to take the 
honourable members’ time by dealing with other items; but if I have been 
able to place the grievances of the public at large on the matter of civil 
supplies, I think 1 shall have been amply repaid. 

Rai Sahjb JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, the 
practice of presenting a supplementary statement of expenditure for the 
current year is growing to be an evil custom in the politico-financial system 
of this province and like all evil customs in the body-economic of the country 
smacks of a veiled dictatorship of the Ministry over the legislature. If by 
courtesy we call the Ministry an executive (which it is not under the new 
Act), then it is a case of executive independence on the part of the Ministry 
which is emulating the example of the said system on the part of the 
Governor. Love of power is infectious or how else tlie Ministry could 
assume that it would get the estimates passed by the dumb-driven followers 
of it when major portion — 75 per cent, of the ex])enses have been already 
spent? Not to speak of the opposition w^ere the supporters of the party in 
the know about the mode of procedure and nature of expenditure of the 
items under the supjilementary head. 

Sir, I admit that emergency occasions do arise when it is necessary for 
the executive to spend a sum of money and assuiue the sanction of the 
House for the same. As head of one of the most important municipalilies 
of this Province I know that such initiative should remain in the executive, 
but the emergency thus spoken of should be a real one and not party-created 
to somehow patcli up the members of the Ihnty by the adhesive pasle of war 
contracts, services and other emoluments. 

It wdll require a high stretch of imagination to considtu- that the repairs 
of houses of the Chief Minister and of the hoslel of superior stall come under 
the head of emergency. Moreover, one fails to understand why repairs to 
these jiroperties should be done at Government cosi . 

Sir, coming to the most imiKudant item of ex])enditure, namely, ca])ital 
outlay on Provincial schemes due to war, which absorbed about 49 crores — 
an excess of so many crores over the original estimates — how was it that 
there w’as such loss of balance bet^veen the achials and the i)rovisions made 
in the budget? The ])rogrammes envisaged by the Ministry remaimHl 
programmes only and many of them did not see the light of the day in 
actual realisation. The Minister best knows when the much-vaunted boats 
will swim over the rivers of Pengal laden with cargoes of the supporters of 
the Ministry. 

Sir, tlie Civil Supplies Department — that glutton child of the war— 
with a limitless capacity to devour with both hands — has absorbed seveiai 
crores for its reorganisation. Has it been reorganised in a civil manner to 
show civil ways of the fattening of the bellies of the friends, relations, 
su})porters of the party in powder escaping the scrutinising eyes of the audit 
and the House? It is the department said to be dealing with black- 
markets — and the method of dealing is also black and the fund of ^be thing 
is that everything that comes out from the department is tainted with black 
— the symbol of sorrow, of death, of sin, of devastation and the faces 
carrying on this black business are getting more and more red and white 
alternately. And the most interesting ejnsode is that the Ministry is black- 
mailing the public with the Publicity Department of the Govt‘rnm«nt 
organised by this budget on a wider and sounder footing so that by (oustant 
repetition of lies in a loud voice, it can give the lies an appearance of tiuth. 
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Tlie post-war recoBstruction is another pet child of the Government s 
fertile brain and it is supplying the different ministers scope for indulging 
in all airy imaginations which were their wont in their youthful days. 
The reconstruction perhaps is of the party in power which is being given 
more communal virus to make it more hated and venomous and endanger 
the interests of the mass in the future. The reconstruction coniiiiittees are 
functioning with schemes which propose to make the rich richer and the 
poor poorer. But I should remind the Minister concerned that any scheme 
based on capitalistic individualism whicli aims at the liectic* industrialisa- 
tion of the country at the expense of agriculture is sure to be doomed and 
bring disruption in the socio-economic life of the province. Any 
reconstruction worth the name should be a planned one — based ()n gradual 
and balanced expansion of the agriculture, industrial commercial, tishing, 
mining and other industries of this province. 

In short, this supj)lementary estimate shows a lack of keen foresiglit and 
also a lack of planned and methodical approa(‘h to all the vital i)roblems of 
the war time and post-war periods and lastly it is a diabolical attempt at 
creating a so-called glamour for the public as a vote-catching device upon 
which the Ministry likes to take its future stand. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MOHAMMAD JAN; Sir, the Sup]de- 
mentai*;^^ budget for 65 crores of rupees as has been ])resented by the Iloirble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami is a little less than the whole revenue of the 
province of Bengal and it shows how’ the public o])inion is flouted and the 
Upper House is regarded as a mere debating society, the verditd of which 
is cpiite immaterial wdien a huge sum has already been spent. Sir, as I have 
said many times before, that the present Administration has becoitn* com- 
pletely rotten and it is high time that it should be amended or ended. 
There is no denying the fact that the ])resent Ministry is sustained by the 
European members of the House as well as of othei- House who form tlH‘ 

backbone not only of the ])resent Ministry but of any Ministry which is 

formed under the present constitution. Evidently, they arc supporting 
oiie-])arty Government in sjdte of visible deft‘cts foi' the sake of tin* })ro|)a- 
ganda value whi(‘h Britishers are getting in Aimuica and in otlnu’ places, 
that a popular Government is w’orking in Jiengal, thtuigh this has be(*n 
thoroughly exploded by one nou-oifi<*ial representativ(‘ of India Mrs. 

Vijaylakshmi I’aiidit, w*ho is now’ regarded “as a mimace to good relations 

between England and America'’. But, Sir, in this country it, is tin; 
foreigners who kiiow^ more of the country than wt‘ the chihlrcn of the soil. 
It is impossible that peojde of America do not know what actually is going 
on in Bengal and other places where impular (lovernments are allowed to 
function so long they are supjiressing civil liberties of tln^ ])cople. While 
the Commerce Member of the <TOvernment of India sa\s on the floor of the 
House that Bengal has been su])])lied with mon* cloth than any other ]>ro- 
vince in India, there is still a cloth famine in Jhmgal and the ])eo])lc are 
not getting sufficient cloths, even to cover theii- dead bodies and they aie 
being hurried without sufficient cloth necessary foi* Mussalman as well as 
Hindu deceased bodies. Therefore, I caji say without any fear of contra- 
diction that my European Colleagues who are ex])erienced businessmen know 
better than I know the scandalous .state of affairs ])revailing in this ])rovince, 
and still they are supporting the Ministry and thereby are making the 
people of Bengal more ini.serable and unfortunate, and wretched. I ho])e 
that the suijporters of the Government will therefore reconsider their ])osi- 
tion, if they cannot force the pre.sent Ministry to make room for an all- 
parties Government, as an all-parties Government alone can alleviate the 
pitiable condition of the ])eople of Bengal. With tjiese words, 1 record 
my disapproval of the supplementary budget. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. Deputy Bresident, 
this supplementary budget which ha,s been presented before us shows practi- 
cally that it is a budget of the British Government. Most of the expenses 
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under items Nos. 33, 34, 35 and 36 practically cover nearly Rs. 64 crores and 
these are really the outcome of this war. As a result of this war all these 
expenditure had to be incurred. The last budget which was presented by 
the Finance Minister was a budget of thanksgiving to the Central Govern- 
ment for the munificence shown by them in giving us some grant and the 
Hon'ble Finance TBEinister was profuse in his thanksgiving. But this 64 
crores of rupees expenditure is the outcome of the war and I challenge any 
one to contradict it. Now, Sir, this war has been whose making? It is not 
in the interest ol India that this war is being fought. It is in the interest 
of the British Imperialism that this war is being waged. But I have nothing 
to say with regard to that. What we feel is that this budget, instead of 
coming through Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, should have come straight 
by registered post from White House to Delhi and from there to the 
Governor’s House. That would have been the proper course. But it is the 
most iniportant part of the thing that they must have some people to show 
that this has the consent of British India and that British India in their 
own interest are doing this. So the present Ministry is carrying out this 
business as an agent of the British Imperialism in connection with the war. 
That is the real psychology underlying this supplementary budget here. 
We have heard from our friend Mr. Mahalanobish the sordid condition in 
the mofussil of Bengal which is full of bribery, corruption and dishonesty. 
I may ask a simple question — why is it so? These officers — as much as we — 
are men of this country. They ought to have the country’s interest in 
their heart. Why then there should be black-marketeers and ])rofiteers and 
all sorts of ^^teers” which brings out tears from the eyes of the people. 

These Hon’ble Ministers have certainly been elected on popular 
franchise and are as much popular representatives as we are. What is the 
reason for tliis bribery and corruption that is now going on? W^^y ^^^^y 
carrying on propaganda — war propaganda on behalf of British Govern- 
ment and nolhiiig for alleviation of the trouble of the people? Why they 
are carrying on war- work on behalf of their masters and our masters, the 
Britishers? The whole thing has been reduced to the relationship of 
master and servant and like the servants whenever there is a chance they 
pocket some money in the course of their doing the work for the masters. 
The examples of these Ministers are being followed by their supporters and 
officers. All people are not heartless criminals. They know very well their 
own kith and kin, probably their brothers and sisters are going without 
food, without clothes but inspite of this they are party to this bribery and 
corruption. You cannot prevent them unless they do themselves realise 
their folly. You can take a horse to a tank but you cannot compel it 
to drink water. The Hon’ble Ministers are telling us “Well, we have given 
you non-official committees but these committees have not been without 
blame.” (Mr. Nagen])Ra Nath Mahalanouisii : There also the officials 
are at the top.) Yes, that is what I was going to say. Siudi an atmosphere 
has been created that the whole mentality has been changed like this. 
Well, here is a hard compel ition as to who can feather his owm nest at 
the earliest possible opportunity. In England before the war and even 
now the increase of ])rices have not been more than 20 per cent, and here it 
is more than 400 per cent. England does not grow food there for the whole 
year for Ihe entire population. Even inspite of that they have enough. 
Take the case of other provinces, managed by the Governors and their 
chosen counsellors; they have built up reserves, the people there are 
well-fed and well-clad : whereas in Bengal, which is the most important 
base for the operation of Ihe Britishers, the people are ill-fed and ill-clad 
and are on the verge of extinction. What is the cause of all these? 
There is corruption in the administration from top to bottom. I remember 
the other day while replying to the Budget Debate the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister was asking us to improve the morality of the public. I 
fully agree with him there but are the Ministers not the custodians of the 
rights and privileges of the public and will they not set examples worthy 



1945.] 


St'PPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 


229 


of emulation? You have not taken the Opposition into your confidence 
when you appointed several committees. Does it tlien lie in your mouth 
to say that we ought to improve the public morale? We are not in 
possession of facts as to what is going on behind the screen. The otJier 
day we saw in the newspapers that Bengal must have already got at least 
Id yards of cloth per head and this statement has been made by the 
Commerce Member of the government of India, tip to now no statement 
has been made in this connection by our Provincial Government. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister is not able to answer all the points that are 
discussed here. I do not blame him for that; but the Hon’ble Ministers 
in charge of different departments should have been present here to answer 
the points relating to their respective departments, and especially onr 
friend Mr. Suhrawardy is simply hiding his face, he is keeping mum, and 
he is making no statement whatsoever as to what he has done with regard 
to cloth. Where this cloth goes? Is it not a criminal neglect on his 
part that the cloth should disappear as if by the touch of a magic wand ? 
But, even now the Hon’ble Ministers who are the representatives of the 
people do not care for this state of things, so long as they think they have 
got votes. They will have votes as long as they have crores of rupees at 
their disposal. Many people have inquired of us as to how long this 
Ministry is going to last? Our reply was that so long as they are in 
possession of mony they will continue as Ministers. If they cannot 
manage to keep their Ministry going even with so much money with them, 
they are the biggest fools. So with this money at their control they must 
go on merrily. But the Ministers are human beings after all, and so they 
must have some amount of human kindness in their hearts. They ought 
to give some answers, make some statements and thereby enable us to 
understand what is really going on behind the scene. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI; Sir, I agree with the 
previous speaker, Mr. Chakraverty, that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of 
the Civil Supplies Department or for the matter of that the other Ministers 
against the administration of whose departments charges of bribery and 
corruption have been levelled should have been ])resent to listen to the 
remarks that are made from different groups in this House. We on this 
side have on many a previous occasion drawn the attention of the Chair to 
the indifference so systematically shown to It appears that the Hon’ble 
Ministers attach more importance to the business transacted elsewhere than 
to the business of this House. 

Sir, coming now to the Supplementary Budget, I would like to make 
a few observations. It is, indeed, very unfortunate that this House should 
be allotted only two days for the discussion of the su])])lementary estimates 
for the current year. We have no right under the Act to move (uit motions, 
a privilege which our friends elsewhere enjoy. It is not possible, therefore, 
within the limited time at our disj)osal to do justice to th(‘ work before us. 
The Supplementary Budget estimates involve an expenditure of Rs. 05 
crores, and we are asked to offer our criticisms tliereon within the very 
short time allotted. Formerly, the Bengal Budget amounted to Rs. 12 or 
Rs. Vi crores, and two days w'ere generally allotted for its discussion, but 
for the Supplementary Budget which is five times bigger, the iloust^ has 
been practically allotted only two hours — the first hour each day being 
taken up in answering questions. This is prejiosterous. The Suppleinentary 
Budget covers a variety of items, f‘38 in all, on wdiich expenditure has 

already been incurred by Government, and we are called upon to approve 
of it ! ill 

object of the present discussion is not to seek to restore money that 
has been wrongly spent. The object is to w^arn Government against the 
repetition of their performance of the current financial year. It is a prodi- 
gal waste of the poor tax-payers’ money benefiting only the privileged few\ 
Coiruption, bribery and nepotism in the administration of the various 
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departments, particularly the department of Civil Supplies, Defence and 
Works are an open secret, and this cannot be too highly condemned. The 
Honourable Ministers are no doubt well aware of them. It passes my com- 
prehension as to why these estimates were not placed before the House earlier 
and why does the Finance Minister want us d;o put our seal of approval on 
the same at the fag end of the year. Sir, the public were heartened by the 
assurance given by His Excellency the Governor in the course of his broad- 
cast talk sometime ago that efforts would be made to stamp out corruption, 
but it appears that malpractices of all kinds are still rampant in this ])ro- 
vince. While millions of people died of starvation, it was the good fortune 
of some to make their pile at the cost of their less fortunate countrymen. 
Last year’s food famine has been replaced by an acute cloth famine this 
year. Where is then respite for the people? Although the scarcity of 
rice is not so keenly felt this year, the general j)r ice-level is more than three 
times the prices obtaining in normal times. This is hardly any relief to 
the poor. Acute shortage of food has been followed, as I have said, by 
an acute shortage of cloth, so much so that it has become a scandal. Do 
the Hon’ble Ministers want us to believe that it is beyond their capacity 
to tackle the problem? If they are really powerless in the matter, then 
why don’t they resign and make room for those wdio would be better able 
to bring to the suffering masses? It may be argued on behalf of the lo(*al 
Government that the supply is deficient and that the Centre is resjmnsible 
for it. Where, then, is the remedy? What is the Ministry doing? Why 
are the Honourable Ministers still clinging to their jobs like so many bloated 
leeches and carrying on in the name of democracy an administration which 
is corrupt from top to bottom? This is a standing disgrace and is shame- 
ful to a degree. Then, Sir, the next (luestion that naturally arises is that 
of equitable distribution of the available goods. Tf sup])ly is less than tlie 
demand, then the remedy lies in a i)roper organisation of distribution. 
Ha])hazard and sporadic rationing in a city or a su])divisional town will 
not do. We want a comprehensive scheme of rationing for tlie \\hole of 
Bengal. In the inofussil, as in (hilcutta, this scandal has reached its peak. 
Rii^^h in front of (doth shops is a daily phenomenon. There is none to 
regulate queuing, with the result that serious accidents happen, particularly 
to women and old men who have to -wait for hours in the burning heat of 
the siwi for a piece of .^arec or dhuti. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Civil Sup]dies De])artment cojn])lains of inadeejuate sup])ly of (doth. 
If the ])osition is carefully analysed, we find that (luring the five months 
ending November dO, 11144, Bengal received for (dvilian eonsumi)tion about 
half a y ard of mill (doth per head more than any other province in 
India. The Bengal mills, we are told, ])roduce ‘J4,7o8 bales for civilians; 
Avhile from outside Bengal receiAcd 1*17,1)89 bales for ciAulian consumption, 
totalling* 191,847 bales. This Avorks out roughly at 4*7 yards per head of 
the population of Bengal according to the last Census (1941). If Bengal 
received 4*7 yards per head of population against the total production of 
4*?i yards of mill-made cloth ])er head of the civilian population in the 
whole of In(lia, and liaAdng regard to the fact that the handloom production 
in this province during the same ])eriod of five months was 1 *1 yards ])er 
head, could it be conscientiously said that tlie distribution ])er capita was 
proportionate to the supply obtained? Thus it wdll appear that Bengal 
ha(l 6*8 yards of (doth per head of population for civilian consunqitiion 
wdihdi comes to 14*9 yards per head ]>er year against the consumption of 
IH yards and against the quota of 10 yards per head as fixed by the (Vntral 
Government. Sir, the whole thing is shrouded in mystery. May I ask the 
Hon’ble the Civil Supplies Minister Avhere has all this cloth gone? 
(Mr. Humayux Kaiitu ; He is also shrouded in mystery) I ])ause for a 
reply — but who will reply to the points raised? Will the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister reply in the absence of his colleague? There must 
be something rotten in the State of Denmark. Can one be blamed if in 
these circumstances one accuses Government of inefficiency, nepotism and 
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corruption and indifference to tlie vital needs of the people? In spite of 
the much-vaunted achievements of the present Ministry, we find that the 
people have gone without food, without cloth, without medicine and 
without many essential articles of daily use. Thousands are dying of 
preventible diseases, such as malaria, cholera, smallpox, etc. The Bengal 
(rovernment has become totally bankrupt both financially and intellectually, 
as will be evident from the huge Budget deficits. Kvery session we are 
called upon to consider taxation measures of some kind or other. In spite 
of fresh avenues discovered foi;»augmenting the resources of the Province, the 
deficits are mounting. Where does the additional income go? The Hon^ble 
the Finance Minister should answer as to why iiispite of the additional 
receipts the margin of deficit is not being reduced. Is this income ISeing 
applied to wipe out the deficit? The answer must be a simple, unqualified 
‘‘No’’. We find to our utter chagrin that expansion of the departments 
is taking place and posts are being created for the benefit of the Ministry 
and their adherents and supporters. Sir, I was surprised to read in the 
columns of the newspapers an account of the recent visit to Khulna of our 
venerable Leader of the House, Khan Bahadur Muazzemuddin Hossain, 
Minister in charge of Agriculture. Unfortunatelv he is absent today. I 
do not know whether the Finance Minister would be in a position to answer 
the i)oints to which I shall presently refer. Addressing a public meeting 
during his two-day tour in the district, the Khan Bahadur is reported to 
have indulged in a homily on the subject of the scarcity of cloth in Bengal. 
He advised the audience to grow more cotton and take to spinning and 
weaving in order to make themselves self-sufficient in the matter of cloth. 

1 am afiaid, the Khan Bahadur cannot be credited with originality in 
regard to this advice. 1 am glad that he has at last recognised the value 
of the clutrhha cult of Mahatma (landhi which li(‘ has been obliged l)y force 
of circumstances indirectly to support. Instead of giving his listeners 
advice f/raPis the Hon’ble Minister should have given an assurance to the 
public that the distribution of the available cloth would henceforth bo 
Jiiade on a more e([uitable basis and that the Oovernmeni of Ihmgal would 
not relax their efforts in obtaiTiing from the (loverninent of India, further 
su])plies of cloth for the benefit of the peo])le. Sii‘, th(^ sii])|)li‘mentary 
estimates presented to us are a ma.ss (»f undige.sted malerial. No salisfactory 
’explanation has been given for spending Rs. Go crorcs. 11 is vtuy ditlicult 
fro7n tile brief nob's ajipended to the estimales to form a coireet idea as to 
whether the expendituie incurred was at all necessary o*‘ v\ln*lher or not 
(luverniinmt could, if tliey had so desired, have n'duced the I'Xjienditure to 
an a])preciable extent. 

Now, Sir, turning to the question of corrujition, it may be said that it 
has reached its climax. The Honourable members of this House are well 
aware of what is taking place in the mofussil. It may be that tin* supply 
obtained from the Central (jovernment is not sufficient to meet the iiMpiire- 
ments of the people, but whatever supply is ret'cived vanishes into thin 
air and the (Toveriiment are not in a position to offer any exidanation for 
the unsatisfactory distribution of cloth. It is common knowledge that 
members of the staff of the Civil Supplies Department with rare exceptions 
obtain their personal supplies and also sujiplies for their relatives from the 
licensed dealers. (A voice fiiom the Oi’Co.sitiox Benches: Also free of 
cost.) I do not go so far as to say that they obtain their sup[)li(?s free of 
charge, but it is a patent fact that the claims of these officers are first 
considered in disposing of the stock, and the licensed dealers, as you will 
realise, cannot disoblige them for fear of losing their business. With these 
words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mt*f HUMAYUN KABIRs Mr. Deputy President, Sir, the Supple- 
mentary Budget which has been presented to us tliis year, reminds one of 
a Bengali proverl). We have in Bengal a saying that there is a class of 
pumpkins which are 12 cubits long but they have seeds which are Id cubits 
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in length. Now, Sir, the Supplementary Budget of the Hon^ble the 
Finance Minister is, I think, an apt illustration of that familiar Bengali 
proverb. I do not know. Sir, why it has been called a Supplementary 
Budget. I think the name is itself a misnomer. There are 38 items for 
which demands for grants have been made. In this House we do not have 
the right to vote on demands, but we have the right to discuss every item 
which is covered in the Budget. In these 38 items, there is no aspect of 
either any administrative act or any question of policy for which the 
present Government has been responsible that cannot be scrutinised. In 
fact, Sir, any attempt to deal even cursorily with the different items covered 
in the Supplementary Budget would require a survey of the entire 
administrative operations of the present Government, the policies they have 
framed and the maimer in which they have mismanaged affairs. 

Sir, my honourable friends who spoke before me have referred to the 
forlorn appearance of the Treasury Benches at the time of the discussion of 
the Budget. Is it. Sir, a sad recognition on the part of he present Council 
of Ministers that they have failed miserably in discharging the duties with 
which they are entrusted and that they have reduced the condition of the 
finances of the Provin<‘e to the same forlorn state which their benches 
present todays We have also found that the Jlon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies has been conspicuous by his absence for a long time in this House. 
One honourable member speaking earlier referred to the mysterious dis- 
appearance of the stocks of supplies and also the mysterious disappearance 
of funds of the administration; we now find that tlie Hon’ble Minister for 
(Jivil Supplies has also disaj)])eared as mysteriously as the funds over which 
he has control. One does not knoAv if ihese two disappearances, e(|ually 
mysterious and equally significant, do not have some lelation between theni. 

Now, Sir, it is the right of this House to demand that when the Budget 
is discussed the Hon ’hie Ministers should be i)resent in this House in order 
to listen to the (uiticisms which are made, es])e(‘iallY in view of the fact 
that we in this House do not discuss the grants, item by item, but discuss 
them generally. The llon’ble the FinaiKT Minister lias himself often 
admitted that suggestions and criticisms which are made in this House are 
of value. I think it is belying their statements and admissions if they say 
that this House has made valuable suggestions and then abstain from parti- 
cipation in the proceedings of this House. 

I should like to (ionfine myself to only two or three items out of the huge 
Budget which has been presented to this House, a Budget which runs to the 
extent of almost ()(> crores of rupees, or in other words, which is almost four 
times the normal Provincial Budget of the Province of Bengal. Normally, 
therefore we could have exjiected for discussing the Supplenientarj' Budget 
at least four times the jieriod usually allotted for the discussion of the 
annual budget in this Council. It would not do either to say that this is 
after all a Supplementary Budget, for as I submitted a moment ago, Sir, it 
is a Supplementary Budget only technically I would rather call it an 
Additional Budget, or an Extraordinary Budget or a Bankruptcy Budget 
or a Budget of Disappearance or a Budget of Mystery; call it by what 
name you will, Sir, but it is certainly not a Supplementary Budget 
by any standard or test or canon that may be applied. 

Sir, it will not be possible for me at the very short time at my disposal 
to discuss the different items in this extraordinary Suj)plementary Budget. 

1 shall confine myself to three or four items only. I would take up first 
Ihe much-discussed and still-discussable grant, namely, grant No. 35, 
which accounts for almost 49 crores of rupees. I think, Sir, this fignire of 
49 crores is also rather significant. We in Bengal and also elsewhere in 
the ivorld associate the figure 49 with something queer and awry. I do not 
know if this figure 49 has any peculiar association for my British and 
Scottish friends. In Bengal, this figure is associated with “lunacy”, and 
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I believe that in certain European countries as is proved by the reference to 
the 49 Aeolian winds, there is a sug|?estion of lunacy. I do not know 
whether it is merely an accident or a mysterious working of forces which 
we do not understand that has made this grant No. 35 amount to the figure 
of 49 crores. 

The European group does not often agree .with me, specially when 
political matters are discussed; but I do not think that even they will 
disagree when arithmetical calculations are concerned. Two and Two make 
four; every one must agree tb this to whatever group or party he may 
belong. One of the members of the European party, a man with great 
experience of business, compared the budget to the presentation of the 
Annual Statement of a Company. He also said that we are in the position 
of share-holders and the Finance Minister is the managing director with 
the other Ministers as fellow managing agents. I think that the analogy, 
whether a chance coincidence or consciously intended, is a very happy 
analogy. We know that managing agents are provided with (*ertain fees; 
but, w^e also know that <he managing agents have conirol over the funds 
of a Company; they can operate and manipulate the resources of the 
(Vmipany and very often the earnings of the managing agents are very 
much greater than what is provided for or shown in the returns of the 
Company. We find that there is, therefore, a move to abolish the system 
of managing agents alfogeiher. When the honourable member referred 
io the Council of Ministers as managing agents, 1 do noi know if he was 
thinking only of those managing agents who use or misuse the funds of 
the Company. Tt is known to almost all of us that few (‘oncerns, few limited 
companies have failed througli the fault of their sluire-iiolders ; if any 
company has become bankni])t, it has been entirely due to the corru])tion 
or inefficiency of the managing agents. It seems to me that probably 
both these points were in the mind of my honourable fi’iend when he ai)plied 
the analogy of managing agents and Managing l>irector to the present 
Council of Ministers who administer the funds of the province today. 

Now, Sir, coming to the demand, I would make a special reference to 
the grain purchase scheme. We find that the cost for this purpose was 
budgeted at the figure of (>5 crores, or to be exact, Its. ()4,7tS,()0,00(). In 
the revised estimate we find that this figiu’e has gone up to 78 crores, or 
in other words, 14 crores in excess, wliicdi is bad enough. I do not think 
my friends to my left would keep for a single day a managing director or a 
managing agent who miscalculates to the exleiit of 14 crores of rupees when 
operating with a caj)ital of G4 crores of rupees. A miscalculation of this 
extent — a miscalculation of almost 2d per cent. — would imnnuliately put out 
of court any managing agent who managed the opeiation of a private 
comj)any. 

I would now ask honourable members to look at the figures of expendi- 
ture. Here, the Hoii’ble Finan(‘e Minister, the Civil Supply Minister and 
the Council of Ministers as a whole have ex(;el]ed even themselves. In the 
case of the estimates of purchase ])rice, the error was something in the 
region of 25 per cent. In the case of the sale ju'oceeds, the original 
estimates were Rs. 75 i crores, whereas tlie actual sale proceeds are only 
35 crores! So there is a mistake only of 40 crores! I ask ray honourable 
friends to my left whether they feel that a set of managing agents who 
mismanaged and miscalculated to the extent of hundred per c.ent. and whose 
miscalculation led to a. loss of about 100 ])er cent, of the money with which 
they operate, are entitled to continue in the management of their company? 

In the case of another item, where the budgeted loss was shown |as 
something like 5 crores, the actual loss incurred was 14 crores — again an 
error of nearly two hundred per cent. With all this, does it lie in the mouth 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to say that these are unusual times? That 
the cases were not foreseen? We are not dealing today with the budget of 
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1943-44 when sudden expansion of the Civil Supplies Department was 
undertaken and an unexpected burden imposed on the administrative 
machinery. We are discussing today the budget for 1944-45 ; we are making 
a post-mmtem examination of the 1944-45 budget, for 1944-45 is almost 
(lead. Even after one year’s weathering of the worst condition that the 
province has ever seen, it seems that the present Cabinet cannot learn by 
experience. I ask my friends opposite and 1o niy left to consider whether 
they can with equanimity and confidence keep the management of the pro- 
vince in the hands of a set of managing agents whose miscalculations are 
sometimes 200 per cent, and sometimes 100 per cent. ? 

These are cold hard figures and “I will not add to what^has been said 
by different speakers. We have heard again and again about corruption and 
inetficiency and I do not wish to add anything to what has been said. 
The picture has been presented as forcibly as possible. Can the managing 
agents give any explanation of their huge miscalculations in the accounts? 

Now, Sir, I come to grant No. 34, A demand is made for about 
10 crores, which was almost the entire budget of the province. of Bengal 
before the days of Provincial Autonomy. I think the whole budget was 
in the region of 13 or 14 crores then. Nov, a demand of Bs. 10 crores has 
been made under a single head. Here also we find the same story — we find 
the story of inflated establishment. 1 have worked out the items under 
grants 34 and 35 only. We find under these two heads an establishment 
charge of something like a crore of rupees. As one honourable member 
after another has made out, this money which has been spent on establish- 
ment has been so much money wasted. 

Wlien he was replying to the (ieneral Discussion of the next year’s 
Budget, the Finance Minister referred to the effects of corruption. He said 
tluH corruption was gemual and ri])e in Bengal today. He said non-officials 
had l)(‘en associated with some of the committees set uj) by tlie (xovernment. 
1 ask the lion ’hie the Finance Minister to say if he (‘an make tlic statement 
in an un(]ualifi(‘d manner. It is true tliat at times he lias associat(‘d non- 
officials with some of the committ(H\s he and fiovernment set ui»; but were 
not those non-()ffi(*ials selected solely on the ground that they were more 
amenable to their influen(*e and to the interests of the present Ministry? 
AVe have demanded both in this House and elsewhere that non-official com- 
mittees should be elected by the alternative vote or by the single transferable 
vote, or by ballot by the members of the Legislatui-e. 1 am sure that if iioii- 
otlicial advisoiT committees of that t,\])e are set u]) with power of control 
over the accounts and tin* financial operations of this (fovernment, there will 
b(‘ some real cherdv u])on the abuse and misuse of money whitdi are today 
turning Bengal into a bankru])t lu-ovince. Instead of selecting personnel 
of the committees in this way, the Cfovernment have selected persons from 
their own groups. Very often these selections have been to their own 
advantage. The coiise(|uence is that the committees have done more harm 
than good. 

Speaker after speaker has stated that whenever cases of corruption have 
been brought to their notice, Government have been loathe to provsecute. I 
can give one instance to which the attention of Government has been drawn 
both in this IFouse and in another place. Sir, large quantities of Government 
stocks of (doth and sugar disappeared from the Farid pur Central Bank. 
Dt‘finite allegations or charges were made against certain persons. Persons 
were named but no steps have been taken against them. Only one or two 
poor durwans were dismissed or prosecuted. The poor door-keepers made 
the statement that the keys were not kept with them. They said that the 
doors had been opened with the keys and bullock carts brought to remove 
the articles. Now, Sir, in spite of these charges of corruption, the officers 
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of tlie ^ai(l Bank continue merrily. If the Government yet say that non- 
officials do not co-operate or are not prepared to co-operate to check corrup- 
tion, well, it will be bpeaking with their tongues in theii* cheek. If they 
speak too otten witli their tongues in their cheek, the tongue may damage 
the cheek. 

We hnd in ajioost every sphere the same- sorry state of aifairs. We 
find that there has been extra expenditure under the head Police. I 
understand this is due to th^ creation of an Enfor(‘.ement Branch to check 
corruption* Previous speakers have stated that these newly -appointed 
persons mostly retired subordinate police officers. They have suddenly 
been placed in posts which carry a good deal of responsibility with oppor- 
tunities of great financial adYancement. Sir, the Police Department reminds 
me of a story which a senior police officer of a high status once told me. 
He said that in this country of ours, there is the village pundit or 
gurumahasay who throughout his life gets Rs. 5 a month. The pupils whom 
he teaches become Magistrates, Judges or even Ministers. The Magistrates 
or the Ministers earn as much as Rs. 2,U00 to Rg. J 0,000 or even more, but 
the pwndiUmuhusay earns Rs. 5 all his life. He sakl that the police officers 
were like the village pundits in the matter of corruption and bribery. They 
may have taught corruption, but they have been surpassed by other high 
officials. They cannot but remember with a tinge of regret that though 
ithey were pioneers in the field of corruption, si ill they remain where they 
were, while others have left them far behind ! 

Si]'. J next come 1o Grani No. JO which lelaies j,o cxpendilure umler 
Eamine. Almost 70 lakhs of rupees w'ere spent under this head. Here also 
we find that the amount of money spent is not commensurate with the amount 
ot relief which has been semired. 1 think that is a tiomplaint which is 
universal. Honourable members opposite have in private and in public 
ventilated their grievam^es again and again that the money w’hie.h is spent 
Irom the Exchequer, the money wliieli is contributed by the tax-payer, is 
not properly utilised. 1 ask the Hon'ble llu* Finance Minister to scmtinise 
these ex})eiises. because a.s ihe custodian ot the tinaiu'es of this Province 
he is not only entitled to but it is his duty to look into the details of the 
othei' depai'lnients. It is his duty to see where all tlie money goes. There 
are grants for mepacriiie, there are grants for dislributiou of blankets and 
cloth; and yet we know’ wdial is the e.ondition in difi'ereni parts of Ihe 
Proviii(‘e. We know’ tliat the results have not lieen commensurate wiili the 
actual exjienditure incurred. Sir, there are so many thiugs wiiicE one would 
like to discuss, but, as I said at the very outsel, Government are afraid of 
publicity. There is a raying that owls and othej' eieatures of the dark are 
afraid of illumination. Public criticism is a kind of illumination, and 
therefore, the present Gouncil ot Ministers are afiaid it there is too much 
discussion about the Supplementary Budget, if every giant is dissected and 
analysed and brought to the light ot day, perhaps they will feel uncomfoit- 
able. They are afraid to stand the scrutiny of light. That is why they 
want that the Budget of fhS crores of rupees should be hurried through in 
two hours. 

In a few minutes, the Hoii’bK; the Finance Minister will be rising to reply 
to the debate, but as I have not yet finished and as I want to deal with some 
other items at greater detail, will the Hon’ble the Finance Minister give me 
an assurance that he will postpone his reply till Monday? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; I personally have 
no objection, but the point is that I (.annot say on behalf of the Government 
without consulting the Leader of the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, Sir, in that case, if this is the posi- 
tion, and if the Hon’ble the Leader of the House is absent when there is 
discussion of an important subject, then we may adjourn for the time being 
26 
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till the Leader of the House comes back. You will remember, Sir, on 
previous occasions we adjourned temporarily for the Leader of the House 
to come back and be present in the House at the time of the discussion df 
the Budget . 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA OA8: It is necessary, Sir, that the Leader of 
the House should be present here. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Professor Kabir, 1 think, it is advisable 
for you to continue till the Hoii’ble the Leader of the House comes back. 
Have the (iovernineni any objee.tioii to the debate being continued till 
Monday 't 

The Hen’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA bOSWAMI: Sir, I am most 
anxious to accommodate the honourable members.; but the honourable 
members 'should realise that they liave sprung a surprise on me at the last 
moment, and I cannot ttjmak on behalf of the (loveruirient in a matter like 
this without consulting the Leader of the House.' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, tfie point is that we are not unwill- 
ing to accommodate the Ilon’ble tlu‘ Financ-e Minister as far as it was 
possible within our limits. But now, Sir, it appears that speakers are 
rising one after another, and therefore we desire that one more day may* 
he conceded lor the discusNion of this all-important liudget. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Mr. Kahir, you may go on. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs i live in hope Sime r,he Hon bic Fiuanc-e 
Minister is willing to ac'commoiiatc us, I think the point will probably be 
met. W(*ll, Sir, in that case 1 would for a moment reinrn to grants Nos. d4 
and d5 and make a passing reference to point which has been partially 
stressed by one of the previous speakers. F would like the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to consider it with the greatest amount (»f attention of which he is 
capable. I refer to the question of standard cloth. I am specially persuaded 
to make a few remarks in this connection because of what fell from my 
honourable friend, Hai Keshab Fliandra Banerjee Bahadur. The Hon’ble 
the Leader of the House goes to Khulna and asks the people to spin and 
weave. Sjiinning of yarn is a very well-known and an ancient profession, 
though unfortunately spinning a yarn has today acquired a double meaning. 
Now, Sir, when the Hon'ble the Agriculture Minister wanted the people 
of Khulna to spin yarn, I do not know in what sense of the term he used 
that phrase. Was he asking that the people of Khulna should start cotton 
cultivation and after the cotton w^as ready, begin to build charhi< and then 
start spinning:' And after the process was completed only then they could 
find cloth for themselves? S»ir, if that was his intention, then he was 
certainly spinning a yarn in, the other sense of the term. This is the more 
notable in view of the fact that we find in, the hands of the Government 
stocks of standard cloth worth almost one and a half. The question of 
spinning yarn arises only as subsidiary help to the demand for cloth when 
that demand cannot be completely met by mill-made cloth. Where cloth 
is available and cannot be utilised, where cloth is held in stock, there, in 
such cases this kind of advice from the Hon'ble Agriculture Minister is 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I DHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I may inform 
the House that the Hoii’ble the Leader of the House, as I expected, has been 
called away suddenly for work elsewhere but my Parliamentary Secretary, 
Mr. Roy Chowdhury, who has contacted him says that he has no objection 
to the debate being carried over to Monday if honourable members have no 
objection. His Excellency’s permission will be duly obtained. 
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Mft HUMAYUN KABIR: We are thankful to the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister for his efforts in securing us this concession but we would be more 
thankful if his operations on the budget of the province are more successful 
than they have been till now. This question of spinning yarn would be 
relevant if the cloth were not there. We all know that there is shortage of 
cloth in Bengal today. According to the statement of tlie Hon^ble Commerce 
Member of the Government of India, the position in Bengal is somewhat 
better than in the other provinces. That is the official statement and it 
may be officially correct ; but, Sir, there is an old saying that nothing is true 
until it is officially denied and nothing is false until it is officially asserted. 
On paper, according to official statement, the position in Bengal is better 
that that of many other provinces in India. In fact, it is (piite otherwise. 
Sir, in the course of the last month and a half, I had occasion to visit three 
or four important provinces in India. 1 have been to Bi^nbay, to Madras, 

to Delhi and to the United Provinces. In all these four provinces, I found 

that conditions were incomparably better than in Bengal. In these pro- 
vinces one can get cloth in the markets; whereas in the markets here, you 
cannot get a yard of cloth without influence. That is the experience even 
in Calcutta. You can easily imagine what is the (jondition in the rural 
areas. Spinning of yams, if it is continued too long, would spin a yarn 
wliicli would be too thin to support the present Ministry. Even the long- 
enduring patience of the supporters of the Ministry tnay ultimately snap. 

My honourable friends to my left referred to the loss with regard t-o 
subsidised food. There also, as I had occasion to point out, there are very 
large figures which show an altogether disproportionate failure in accounting. 
Under grant No. *14, loss on wheat and wheat products and loss on food- 
grains other than wheat was estimated at 5 crores but the actual loss has 

come to 14 crores of ni]>ees. This is in addition to the other figures to 

which I have already drawn your attention in dis(‘ussing grant No. 35. In 
almost every field of expenditure and estimate we find this story of mis- 
management and miscalculation. There is either utter inefficiency or light- 
hearted and careless management. Is it because the money does not belong 
to the Ilon’ble Ministers themselves? The Council of Ministers are in either 
case guilty of gross neglect of duty. There is a saying in our province 
which reflects the indifference of the general public with regard to public 
finances, namely C'sftft (TR, which means: ‘‘If money is 

required, Gouri Sen will pay for it". The idea is that Gouri Sen is an 
entity other than the public of this (hiuntry. The popular idea is that 
the (iuvernmental money is not public money. The public do nol realise 
tliat every single pie of the budget is spent from moneys which have been 
derived from taxation. These are moneys whicli the public have paid. 
Every single pie wasted is public money wasted, the money of the poor 
rate-payers of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, I come to grant No. 12. Under grant No. 12 in the General 
Administration, there are various items which deserve consideration. But 
I will confine myself to the amount of money which has already been spent 
under the head, “Training centre of army officers deputed to Bengal for 
civil duty". This item was once before discussed in this House. Almost 
all the members of this House, irrespective of the party to which they 
belong, protested against such extravagant waste. The Leader of the 
Coalition Party which supports Government raised his voice against this 
extravagant waste of public money. There is no case whatsoever for the 
training of army officers when recruitment to the I.C.S. and the I.P. is 
stopped. If men are available, if men can be spared, there are only two 
possible explanations. Either they are superfluous, and if they are 
superfluous, there is no defence for the principle which led Government to 
suspend the-recruitment to the I.C.S. and Police services. If there is 
superfluity, there is no point in taking men temporarily from the Armv 
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and iocurring an additional and unnecessaiy expenditure in order to train 
them. If the I.C.S. and I.P.S. examinations were not stopped, perhaps, 
these wen would have come permanently. The other alternative is tliat 
these people hjive been found worthless and the Army has no use for them. 
Therefore, either these men are superfluous or these men are worthless. 
On either hypothesis, the Government of Bengal is nol justified in imposing 
u])oii the sorely-stricken province an additional burden in order to train 
them for temporary purpose. The money spent on their training will be 
lost when the war will be over and they go out of the province. When this 
proposal to recruit civil oflScers from the Army was brought before this 
House, even the (Coalition Party members were unanimous in their protest. 
If these men are not recruited permanently, the money for their training 
will be wasted. It is criminal to waste money in the present acute .stage 
of the financial condition of the province. T do not know what mysterious 
jeasons have moved the Finance Minister and the Chief Minister to sanction 
]»ayment under this head. I think it is the duty of this House to record 
once more its emphatic protest against the w^astage of public money in this 
manner. 

In this connection, I would ask one other question of the Finance 
Minister. We find an additional demand for money for dearness 
allowance and extra allowances to the officers of Government. Now, so far 
as the poorly paid officers of Government are concerned, we do not grudge 
any addition which is made to their meagre income. I w^ould place in such 
class men drawing up to Hs. 200 or Ps. 250. In this present difficulty, 
every ten rupees would be welcome to them. But I do not think this applies 
to officers drawing Rs. 1,500 to Rs. 2,000. T was told in Delhi— and 1 
would ask the Finance Minister to contradict me if it is not correct- -by 
fairly responsible authority that the recommendatiou foi- udditioiiai granl 
of dearness allowanct* to highly-j)aid officers w’as much mon* geucrou> in the 
case of Bengal than in the case of the fVntra) or any other prnvincia’ 
Government. In the provinces governed by section Od there is no recom- 
mendation for such large allowuuic-es, but the so-called popular Ministry is 
eurpassiug them. Of course, under the present conditions, there cannot be 
any jmpulnr Ministry. I would tell a story w^hich 1 have repeated in many 
parts of India. Under the Government of India Act, 19d5, the Ministers 
are like dolls. They are under the command of the permanent officials, and 
where there is a strong weightage of European members in the Legislature, 
under their direct control. , Still there is one difl'erence between the condi- 
tion of these Ministers before the outbreak of war and today. Before the 
outbreak of war they were like Japanese, German or English dolls which 
move on spring. They could move of their own accord within their orbit, 
though not outside their orbit. Inside their orbit, they moved freely, being 
propelled by energy contained in the spring. But today, we are having 
l)odies of Ministers who are not even like tlioso mechanical fovs: r]ie> are 
marionettes or w^ooden dolls which cannot move a single inch unless strings 
4»r ropes are pulled from behind. 

Mr» DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Mr. Kabir, how long will you take.^ 

Mf« HUMAYUN KABIR S Well, Sir, I shall require a few minutes 
more. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Then you speak on the next day also. 

Mf. HUMAYUN KABIR* That would he all right, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have got to inform the House that the 
dates for giving notice on amendment to motions for consideration in respect 
of Criminal Procedure Bill is 11 a.m. on 10th March and amendments to 
clause by clause consideration 4 p.m. on 12th March. 
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Tbere is another thing to mention. If the House gets an extra offioi^ 
Jay for non-official busines.s, will there be objection if we do not sit 
tomorrow ? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: No, Sir. 

Mr. .DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I a* Ijdurii^the House till 1-30 p.m. on 
Monday. 

Adjournment 

The Counoil then adjourned till 1-30 ]).ni. on Monday, the I2th Marcn, 
1945. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 3th 
March, 1945:-- . 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziriiddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza (’howdiiury. 

(5) Mr. K. K. lJutta, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul (rofraii. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(8) Maulana Molid. Akruin Khan. 

(9) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(10) Khan Bahadur M. A. Moniin. 

(Jl) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(12) Dr. K.* S. Ray. 

(13) Mr. S. N. Saiiyal. 

(14) Mr. Yakub II. S. Safiar. 

(15) Dr. K. Talukdar. 

(16) The Hon’ble Sir B, B. Siiinh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945—lto. 14. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 12th March, 1945, at 1-50 p.m., being the 
fourteenth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section 02(2) (rt) 
of the Government of India Act. 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Ahdul H ah id Chowdhuky, j.p. ) 
was in the Chair. « 


Point of Information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOARs Sir, may 1 know what has happened to 
the point of privilege which I raised the other day with regard to election 
to Jhe vacant seat of Mr. Altaf Ali? " y 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So far as I know, the date has already 
been fixed for the filing of nominations for election in that connection. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Yes, Sir, only two or three days ago a notification was issued for filling 

the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Altaf Ali. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Evidently it has come after I raised 
the question on the door of this House. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Because during the budget session we could not think of this matter. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What date has been fixed for the 
election ? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not exactly renit‘iiih«*r the date. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As far as 1 reniemher, 22nd March has 
been fixed foi* filing nominations. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But why this delay and why this dis- 
crimination ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. M^izumdar, yon wanliMl the informa- 
tion and you have got it. Since Government have come to decision on this 
matter, there is little room for discussion of the same thing again. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, by this conduct on the part of the 
Government, a privilege of the Hou.se has been violated and I want your 
ruling on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, onier. Mr. Mazumdar, will you 
resume your seat pleased Questions. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Hostel for the Muslim students in Calcutta. 

55. Mr. NUR AHMED (on behalf of Mauivi Md. Habibullah Chou- 
dhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that there is a demand for a new hostel for 
Muslim students studying in different colleges in Calcutta; and 
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(b) whether the Government are considering the desirability of meet- 
ing this demand in near future ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have since opened a hostel for Muslim students in the 
premises No. 55, Mirzapur Street, Calcutta. ' 

State reserved for the Muslim students in Government and Government- 
aided schools and colleges. 

5S. Mr. YACOOB H. S. SUTTAR. W^ill the Hon^ble Minister Id 
charge of the p]ducation Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there is any Government order regarding the reservation 

of seats for the Muslim students in the Govenment and Govern- 
ment-aided schools and colleges in Bengal; 

(b) if so, what is the limit; 

(c) whether such orders are not ignored by the heads of such institu- 

tions in Bengal; and 

(d) whether there is any Government order saying that the heads of 

the institutions in Bengal are required to publish in their 
advertisements for admission, the available number of seats for 
Muslim students? 

Mr. Ki C. ROY CHOWDHURY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
(oh behalf of the Hon’bie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {m Yes. 

(b) (i) A statement showing the limit in Government schools is laid on 
the Table, Percentages of vacancies reserved for Muslim students in aided 
high schools ate fixed with due regard to local circumstances and to the 
proportion of Hindu and Muslim population in the district, subject to the 
approval of the Divisional Inspector of Schools? 

(h) 25 per cent, of seats have been reserved for admission of Muslims 
to Government and aided colleges with the exception of Chittagong and 
Dacca Intermediate Colleges where the percentages are 30 and 60 respectively. 

(c) No such complaint has l)een made to Government. 

(d) No. 

Statement Teferrcd to in rcpli/ to question No. 56, showing percentage of 
vacancies to be reserved for the Muslim students in the Governmnit 
schools. 


Name of Institution. 

Percentage of vacancies 
to be reserved. 

(1) Birbhum Zilla School 

(2) Bankura Zilla School 

... 24 

... 5 

(3) Howrah Zilla School 

... 20 

(4) Utterj>ara Government High School 

... 6 

(5) Hooghly Collegiate School 

... 35 

(6) Hooghly Branch School 

... 20 

(7) Barrackpore Government High School 

... 10 

(8) Baraset Government High School 

... 33 

(9) Taki Government High School 

... 17 

(10) Nawab Bahadur’s Institution, Murshidabad 

... 50 

(11) Krifihnagai Coll'egiatje School 

... 51 

(12) Jessore Zilla School 

... 62 

(13^ Khulna Zilla School 

... 33 

(14) Hare School, Calcutta 

... 25 

(15) Dacca Collegiate School 

... 30 
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Name of Institution. Peroen^ of vacancies 

to be reserved. 

(16) Mymensiiigh Zilla School ... ... 50 

(17) Jamal pur Government High School ... ... 60 

(18) Faridpur Zilla School ... ... 50 

(10) Barisal Zilla School ... ... 50 

(20) Jhalakati Government High School .. ... ... 50 

(21 ) Pirojpur Government High School ... ... 60 

(23) Bhola Government High School ... ... 50 

(23) Armanitolla Government High School, Dacca 30 

(24) Oomilla Zilla School ... ..50 

(25) Noakhali Zilla School ... ... 50 

(26) Chittagong Collegiate School ... ... 40 

(27) Eangamati (ioveriiiiK-nt High ScIku)! ... ... [() 

(28) Rajshahi Collegiate School ..50 

(29) Dinajpur Zilla School ... ... 50 

(30) Jalpaiguri Zilla School ... . . 25 

(31) Rangpur Zilla School . . ... 50 

(32) Bogra Zilla School ... ... 60 

(33) Pahna Zilla School ... ... 50 

(34) Malda Zilla School ... 40 

(35) Darjeeling High School ... 10 


Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBiSH ■ May I cnc^uire when and 
by whom this order for reservation of seats was passed K 

Mr. Ki C. ROY CHOWDHURY: By Government in consultation with 
the Divisional Inspectors ol Schools. 

Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH: But when was this 
order puvssed — I mean the date? 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: I w'ant notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Was this order gazetted at any time? 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: T am uot aware. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next question . 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have already called the next question. 

(Before the question w'as read by the Parliamentary Secretary.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a jioint of information, Sir, as to 
whether the Parliamentary Secretary has got the necessary permission to 
answer this question on behalf of the Honourable Mr. Ihiin. Are you 
satisfied, Sir, that he has got this permission ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have not got any written request hut 
when the Parliamentary^ Secretary says that he has been authorised to 
reply to the question, 1 have no ground to disallow him. 

Reduction in local train services. 

57. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge dt the Communications and Works Dei>artment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to the Time Table of the 

Bengal and As.-ani Railway recently issued; 

(b) if so, whether it has come to his notice that there has been con- 

siderable reduction in the number of trains in the local train 
service from and to Calcutta; 

(c) w'hether complaints from the public have not reaiched him already; 
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(d) whether enquiries will be m^e into the malter wilh a view io 

minimising public inconveniences; and ^ 

(e) whether the Government are aware of the abnormal vehicular trans- 

port difficulties, specially in this part of the Province due to 
the shortage of petrol, coal and oil. 

Mr. K« C. ROY CHOWDHURY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY, 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): I have asked the 
Railway administration to furnish certain materials. The reply will be 
given as goon as these materials are received. 

Mr. K. Ci ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, since the above reply was 
prepared, we have communicated with tlie railway authorities and the 
railway authorities have pleaded that due to the paucity of stock and heavy 
military commitments the protests of the public and so forth have been 
referred to tlie railway administration which in its reply has informed us 
that it is unable to comply w’ith the request. 

Regarding the curtailment of passenger services we have already voiced 
our protest to the Railway Board against the further curtailment of 
passenger trains since in any new system of trains. So that the answer to 
(t/) is Yes; and to (/j} to (r} is we have taken all steps and after exhaust- 
ing our protests to tlie local B. and A. Railway we have also protested to the 
Railway Board. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state what steps Government propo.se to take with regard to this relief? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: We are awaiting the reply of the 
Railw'ay Board. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when they have written to the Railway Board for this relief? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: On the 2ud March last. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Is there any chance of getting 
the reply of the Railway Board before the session is jirorogued? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: That depends on the Railway Board. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: ^yill you take steps to facilitate 
a reply from the Railway Board in proper time? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Well, we will issue a reminder. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Eon'hle Minister be pleased to 
state what was the reason for writing to the Railway Iknard in the matter? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: First, we wrote to the local railway 
authorities and we corresponded with them and after we got a reply from 
them saying that they cannot do anything in the matter due to military 
traffic; we then wrote to the Railway Board on the 2nd March. So it took 
some time in sending the letter to the Railway Board. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the reply from the B. and A. Railway was received? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; On the 10th January last. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Honlde Minister be pleased to 
state what is the reason for sending the letter so late to the Railway Board in 
view of the fact that the reply of the B. and A. Railway was received 
during the first half of January last? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: There was no delay in writing to the 
Railway Board. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the Parliamentary 
Secretary just now said that the reply of the B. and A. Railway was received 
on the 10th January last — but the letter to the Railway Board was written 
in March? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; We first th-night that the B. and A. 
Railway would decide this question. As they, did not do that, we took the 
matter up after a long consultation with th*' Home Department, which 
is responsible for transport, with the Railway Board. (Tovernment in the 
Communication and Works Department took the matter up with the B. and 
A. Railway first and then they found that if they hud to communicate with 
the Railway Board they would have to consult the Home Department which 
is responsible for transport. So naturally it took some time before it was 
decided to write to the Railway Board. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI; Wil the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when was the notice of this question received 
by the department? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Some time last year. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: What is the reason for 
writing to the Railway Board so late as 2n(I March — why this abnormal 
delay ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: As I have already said, after getting 
the reply of the B. and A. Railway the ('ommunicaiion and Works Depart- 
ment had to hold consultation wdth the Home Department which is 
responsible for transport and after this long consultation we wTote to the 
Railway Board. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Was the enquiry made subse- 
quent to my question? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Yes, your question and other ques- 
tions put in the other House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you take up other business, I 
would like to draw your attention to the long list of outstanding questions 
which have not been answered. The list shows that a total of 111) questions 
still remain unanswered. The Government are not ready witli an answer 
even though some questions were asked as long ago as 1942 and in the 
course of the last three years the Government liave not collected sufficient 
energy or efiiciency to answer tho.se questions. Sir, we find from the list 
that from the first session of 1943 there are 5 questions outstanding, second 
session 10, third .session 10 and we also notice that most of the questions 
which are outstanding relate to the Civil Supplies Department. Of course, 
the Finance Minister in another place was pleased to state that he was not 
in a position to answer for the deeds, I will say misdeeds, of the Civil Supply 
Minister, but since their re.4ponsibiIity is collective, I ask the Finance 
Minister and the Hon’ble the Leader of the House to see that either they 
compel their recalcitrant colleague to come to this House and an.swer these 
questions or get rid of him. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: This grievance of the honourable members 
has been rai.sed in this House times without number. Will the Hon’ble 
the Leader of the House enlighten us on this matter? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am sorry, Sir, I was unmindful. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir is complaining 
about the unusual delay in answering questions. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Unusual delay by wbomP 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: By the different departments. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bah»Jur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, so far as my department is concerned, there is only one question. As 
regards the questions belonging to other departments, I may just remind 
my colleagues. I shall ask them the reasons for this delay and if they so 
instruct I may answer the questions. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: May I enquire of the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House who is our representative in the Cabinet 
what he suggests about the remedy if the Hon’ble Ministers persist in their 
conduct of not answering the questions? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

You can insist on the Hon’ble Ministers’ presence in this House and hear 
from them what they have to say. 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: You won’t do anything? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

What authority I have to do so? 

Adjournment motions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I h live received notices of two adjourn- 
ment motions, one tabled by Ilai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji, and the 
other standing in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazunular. But as there is 
another adjournment motion fixed for discussion tomorrow, following 
the convention of this House and the Standing Orders, these motions will 
be taken up after the one admitted has been disposed of. That motion 
stands in the name of Mr. Bankiin Chandra Mukherjee. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, there is no harm in your admitting 
this motion now. You may see now wdiether the motion has the leave of 
the House or not and then fix a date for discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But according to the Standing Order, 
unless one adjournment motion is disposed of no other adjournment motion 
can be taken up. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I find nothing of the kind in the 
Standing Order. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Y ou will please see the Standing Order 
and satisfy yourself. I can only say this much that I shall waive the 
question of urgency. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may I point out 
that in the past motioi^s of a similar nature were admitted in spite of the 
fact that a motion had alread,v been admitted previously, and this happened, 
so far as I remember, only in the last July’ session. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am satisfied that the procedure which 
I suggested has all along been followed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know when it will be taken 
up? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Day after tomorrow. Professor Kabir. 
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Discussion of Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR* Sir, I was discussing 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, may I rise on a point of 
order? The supplementary grants have already been passed in the Lower 
House, and so what is the use of discussing the matter? We have got no 
power to vote on them. It will be a cry in the wilderness. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS It is absolutely immaterial whether the 
supplementary demands have been passed in the other House or not. The 
valued right of this House is to make a general discussion and that can be 
continued even though the supplementar 3 ' demands have been voted in the 
other House. Yes, Professor Kabir. you may resume your speecli. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I am glad my honourable friend has 
raised this point. Most members of this House, to whichever party they 
belong, feel that it is one of the standing grievances of the Council as a 
whole. Again and again we have found that the opinion of this House 
has not been given that consideration which is its due. There is the first 
disadvantage that we are circumscribed hy the Statute itself. Under the 
Statute we cannot vote on demands. We cannot reject any demand even 
if we have the requisite strength in the House. Wt‘ can onl^^ discuss. In 
the past, general convention has been that this discussion takes place 
before actual disbursement has occurred. Today we find that not only are 
we denied the right of making our voices felt effectively on the question 
of the expenditure, hut we also find that these expenditures have already 
been incurred. Any suggestion that we can make will he more or less oi 
a theoretical nature. 

In addition, the (iovernment are deaf and very often also mute — 
especially in tliis House. We find that with the honourable exception of 
the Hon’ble tlie Finance Minister and the Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture, 
almost all the other Ministers — the Cdiief Minister is another exception — 
have become mute so far as this House is concerned. They do not dare to 
face criticisms. They are always conspicuous hy their absence. We find 
that mo.st of them are also deaf so far a.s the criticism from tiiis House is 
concerned. Nevertheless, it has been our painful duty to go on making 
suggestions year after year. It is in that light that I propose to continue 

these remarks 1 think. Sir, one of the honourable members is not feeling 

well 

Mr. R. S. PUR88ELL: It is all right, thank you. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, Sir, to continue that discussion I will 
ver^’ briefly recapitulate what I was stating on the last occasion. In many 
of the items we find that the Hon^ble Ministers have shown, not only a lack 
of imagination, but also an incapacity to deal with the finances of the 
Province. This incompetence is such as to make one doubt whether they 
are at all fit to conduct the financial operations of this Province. We have 
found that on the items both of income and of expenditure, very great diver- 
gences and discrepancies exist between what they liave budgeted for and 
the revised estimates. This huge supplementary budget is a measure of the 
discrepancy between these two figures. They have failed, and failed miser- 
ably, to visualise the situation. As a consequence, they have burdened the 
province with a terrible deficit. I do not want to go into detail over the 
points which I have already* enumerated. We have found that they mis- 
3alculated so far as the expenditure on the purchase of food grains is con- 
cerned. They have miscalculated so far as the amounts which could be 
expected by selling those food grains are concerned. They have mis- 
calculated so far as Jbhe amounts for dealing with famine are concerned. 

3n almost everj^ item they have exhibited a lack of proper appraisement 
)f the situation. 
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In addition, we also find that they have gone into very great extra- 
vagances, They have allowed political cbnsiderations to govern their budget 
in a way which is unprecedented in this province. They have also, — I can- 
not but use a strong word — ‘^misused” the funds of the province in a 
scheme of training temporary officers who come here on a temporary basis. 
They have acquiesced in the suspension of recruitment of officers in some 
of the higher grades and contented themselves with replenishing the posts 
on a temporary basis by men spared from the Army. I said on the last’ 
occasion, these men could be spared from the Army on only one of two 
gorunds. Either they are superfluous, in which case there is no longer 
any ground for suspending recruitment to the higher services on a perman- 
ent basis. The other ground can only be that these men are either 
inefficient or incompetent and therefore the Army wants to have nothing 
to do with them. In either case, the Honourable Ministers have not been 
able to justify their action even to their own supporters. This was proved 
clearly when this question was debated on an earlier occasion. Speaker 
after speaker from among the supporters of Government got up and con- 
demned the attitude of the ministry in providing for temporary officers 
and wasting the hard-earned money of the nationals of this province. 

Again, so far as the miscellaneous grant, grant No. 33, is concerned, wo 
find that a large amount of money has been spent on provisions for inquiry 
committees. I would ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister to answer for 
himself whether he is satisfied that these committees or commissions which 
have been appointed are at all competent. Is it not a fact that in most 
cases these commissions and committees which have been appointed have 
been appointed on political considerations rather than on considerations of 
efficiency or suitability? Is it not a fact 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; May I intervene and 
enquire which commission or committee the honourable member is referring 
to? 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The war reconstructinn (‘ommitlee, the 
technical education sub-committee and similar committees. They have been 
twisted almost out of shape by succeeding governments. Any valuable 
work of which they were capai)le has been rendered almost impossible. 
There have been changes in personnel. Persons w^ho carried out the 
programme up to a certain point have suddenly been dropped. Partisans 
have been brought in for political and partisan purposes without any 
consideration ‘for the good or the future of the province. From main points 
of view, I have my quarrel with the Government in respect of this supple- 
mentary budget. I have tried to place before the House some gross wrong 
which the public have to suffer. 

There are one or two other items to which I would like to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Ministers and of the Cabinet as a whole. Under 
grant No. 23, we find an increase in the number of certificate cases. More 
money has been spent in certificates in order to realise from the agri- 
culturists loans advanced to them during the crisis. I know that it is 
nowadays fashionable to say that the peasant is in a prosperous condition 
and happy. I think it is only persons who have no touch with the rural 
areas that say such things. Those who come from the rural areas know 
the actual conditions prevailing there. They know how the peasants are 
suffering from the after-effects of the famine — a famine unprecedented in 
the history of India. The after-effects of the famine are there. After the 
depredations from which they suffered in 1943, in 1944, they had a terrible 
time. Ever since 1944 and up till today, the cloth famine is making condi- 
tions in the rural areas extremely difficult and precarious. In such 
circumstances, we yet find that Government is resorting, through issue of 
certificates, to force in order to realise from the peasantry the arrears 
are due from them. Certificates are almost always unwelcome. That 
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certificates are sometimes necessary, I do not deny. I strongly hold that 
this is not the time when certificates can be used for the realisation of 
arrears of rent. Until normal times return, until the economic life of the 
country is established on a firmer and healthier footing, such extreme steps 
should not be taken. If the certificate procedure is resorted to now, the 
economic life of the country is bound fo weaken still further. The 
economic condition of the peasantry and poorer cultivators will be 
altogether ruined. # 

I admit, Sir, that there may be a certain category of cultivators, I 
mean the larger farmers, men who are small landholders, — not exactly 
zemindars but neither mere tillers, — who are better olV than ihe\ were before 
the outbreak of war. 1 believe the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of Agri- 
culture will not contradict me when 1 say that almost Oo per cent, of the 
cultivators in Bengal do not have economic holdings. V ery few have a 
holding of the size of more than 2 acres. In tlie case of vast majority of 
the peasantry, it is still less. In the.se circumstances, it is impossible that 
the Bengal peasants can be well-off. The issue of certificates or resort [to 
such forcible realisation is therefore unhappy. I would a.sk the Hoii*ble 
Finance Minister to issue orders for the suspension of certificates till the 
return of normal times. ' 

Sir, I come to the suggestions I would like the Ilon’ble Finance Minister 
to consider in order to remedy the present state of affairs. I will take up, 
first (if all, the (jueslion of State industries and industrialisation of this 
province. One of the supporter.s of (lovernmenl, in the course of discussion 
on this year's budget, attempted to make out <hui the Opposition do not 
come forward with any constructive suggestions. I must say that the 
memory of that honourable member must have failed him. If he had cared 
to listen to the debates held in this House, cbdiates not only in connection 
with special Kesolutions and Motions, but debates (‘ven at the time of the dis- 
cussion on the budget, he would have found that again and again, both 
from the members of the Opposition as well as from the supi)ort(‘rs of 
the Government, d(*niands were put forward lliat the Government of Bengal 
should take steps to improve the industries of the province. 

The result so far of all attempts to improve the industries of the jirovinco 
have been most unsatisfactory. It is not the fault of the Opposition or 
even for the matter of that of those members and supporters of the Govern- 
ment who thus spoke, that there are no improvements in the industries. It 
is due to the lack of imagination of those who were in positions of authority 
in recent years. I can recall to this Hou.se that as early as lt)d8, I myself 
pressed that there should be, on behalf of Government, industries 
established in Bengal. I suggested that textiles and heavy chemicails should 
be the two induvstries which the Government should estabJisIi or at least 
subiiidise. If the Government are not prepared to lake iJiem u]) on their 
own behalf, and if they are not prepared to subsidise tbein, they can at 
least i)roniise some kind of guaranteed profits to })rivate industrialist who 
undertake them. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister knows v(;rv well that 
the Indian llailway.s were built up by private capital on the basis of an 
assurance by the Government of a minimum rate of profit. I think tlie 
railway companies which started a.s private companies w(»re assured of a 
profit of something like 5 per cent. If, on behalf of the Government, some 
assurance were forthcoming, I am (|uite sure the development of basic 
industries like heavy chemicals and of ccmsumers industries like textile or 
yarn would have progressed much more. They would have develoi)ed far 
more than is actually the case today. 

Sir, there is no lack of suggestion either from members of the Opposition 
or from the supporters of Government. On the contrary, on account of the 
hesitating policy of the Government these developments have not taken 
place. I also that this state does not prevail here in this province 
alone. I would refer the House through you, Sir, to the debate that took 
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place in the Council of State on 17th August, 1936, when this question of 
helping the industrial development of the country was taken up. Sir, an 
attempt was made that there should be Government encouragement to the 
development of indigenous industries in this country. In the Council of 
State, the debate was on all-India questions. So far as Bengal is con- 
cerned, suggestions which were made in this House by members of the 
Opposition as well as by the members of the Government P^^rty were to the 
eft'ect that the Provincial Government should take the initiative in the 
development of indigenous industries within the Province. 

The remarks of the honourable member who was absent till now', deserve 
little more consideration. I would pursue the point further. He had said 
that it was due to a particular community that there is a cloth famine in 
Bengal today; whatever may be the justification of his charge, it w’as to 
some extent beside the point. Particular communities flourish hero in 
Bengal, j)artly because of the lack of governmental support so far as the 
indigenous industries are concerned, ami partly because we as a community 
have failed in developing the industries. Men of Bengal have ceased to be 
a prosperous industrial or commercial community during the last 100 or 
150 years. Before tin* days of the battle of Flassey, Bengal used to hold 
its own against all other provinces of India in regard to the boat industry, 
textiles and oth(‘r industries. It was after the establishment of the British 
regime that things changed, ('alcutta w'as the capital where an easy means 
of livelihood w'as thrown open to the nationals of this province, ('ommerce 
and industries give high returns but are more risky and uncertain. The 
income from (Government or commercial services was lower but much more 
secure and certain. As a result, local talent and energy gradually diverted 
from commerce into the channel of service and other clerical employment. 
From that time onw'ard, Bengalis fell back in the compe'iitive race so far 
as industries are concerned. 

There is another factor and that is the institution of the Permanent 
Kettlemenl. It was the Permanent Settlement w^hich, by freezing the 
talent of Bengal into certain land assets, prevented its full and free develop- 
ment. This is a large (question and w'ould carry us too far away. Speak- 
ing very briefly, 1 may ^ay that it was ])ajtl\ the Permanent Settlement 
and partly the English I'ducation, w'hich secured employment in Govern- 
ment and other firms, that tempted Bengali talents, and the result w’as that 
people left the commercial and industrial lines and joined as clerks under 
Government or private firms. Since there wms a vacuum, people from other 
provinces came and filled up that vacuum. The remedy therefore lies, not 
in blaming any particular community, but in creating conditions in Bengal 
where commerce and industry can attract the best talents. For this, 
permanent settlement must be abolished, education must be reformed, but 
even more important, state industries and state-subsidised industries fnust 
be built up as a systematic policy of the Government. 

If we want to improve matters, if we want to restore the industry and 
commerce of Bengal largely to the hands of the nationals of this Province, 
to those who are either born here and are native to this Province or to those 
who have adopted it as their permanent domicile because I would consider 
them also to be nationals of this Province — then I think a step forward is 
to be taken bv the Government itself. It was on these grounds that as 
early as 1938 1 made a suggestion that the Government should devote itself 
especially to the development of textile and heavy chemical industries in 
the Province. I find, Sir, that in such efforts to restore industries to the 
nationals of this Province (either nationals who are native or nationals 
who have made it their adopted home), our province will not be setting 
a precedent but merely following the practice of other countries of the world. 

My honourable friends to my left know this very well. ()nly one of 
ithem is unfortunately present at the moment. I regret the circumstance 
which is responsible for their absence. They know ths^t their industry and 
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commerce deTeloped largely on account of the help which the State offered 
them. I may remind them of the Navigation Acts by which th^ have 
developed their mercantile navy. I would remind them of the different 
Acts by which the national industry and commerce was helped. No 
company could operate in England unless h^lf its shareholders and directors 
were the nationals of the countiy*. It is in this way, through the help and 
initiative of the State, that they were able to build up one of the most 
prosperous and far-reaching business connections in the history of the world. 
It was only after they have firmly etsablished their position, not only in 
their own country but also outside, not only as producers of consumption 
but also of production goods, not only in heavy industry and light industry 
but also as the largest carriers of commercial goods all over the world, that 
they became advocates of free trade. 

The suggestion which I am making, — that the Provincial (lovernment 
within the limits within which it has to operate should give help to the 
nationals of this Province in developing indigenous industries, — is not 
either revolutionary or in any way unknown in the history of other countries. 
Distinguished Englishmen have also often spoken in favour of such a 
policy. I will refer to the Council of State debates of 17th April, 11)36. 
The minority report of the fiscal commission and of the External Capital 
Committee were considered. We find Englishmen of very outstanding 
position accepting the principle that the indigenous trade of a country 
should be confined primarily to the nationals of that country. We find 
that Sir William Clark, the Commerce MeinbtT of the (lOvernment of India, 
in 1916, in speaking on the Resolution for the appointment of the Industrial 
Commission stated clearly — 

“The building up of industries where the capital, control and manage- 
ment should be in the hands of Indians is the special object we 
all have in view.” 

Here was a dislinguished Englishman who accepted the principle that the 
building up of industries where not only capital but control and manage- 
ment shall be in the hands of the Indians is th(‘ objective. Sir William 
Clark not only wanted that imligeiious industries should develo]) in this 
country. He also wanted tliat these indigenous industries should be 
developed with Indian capital and under Indian management and control. 

Again, Sir, we find anotlier distinguished European, Sir Frederick 
Nicholson, who desired tliat Indian industries should be develojied with 
indigenous capital. In the course of the labours of the Industrial (om- 
raission. Sir Frederick stated as follows: — 

“I beg to record m> strong opinion that in the matter of Indian 
industries we are bound to consider Indian interests firstly, 
secondly and thirdly. 1 mean b> ‘firstly’ that, the local raw 
products should be utilised, by ‘si'condly’ that industries should 
be introduced; and by ‘thirdly’ that the profits of such industry 
should remain in the country”. 

Well, Sir, I could go on making further quotations but I think this is 
enough to show that distinguished Englishmen have accepted the principle 
that not only should there be development of Industries on the Indian soil 
but that the control and capital of these industries should also be in the 
hands largely of the Indians. If therefore the Government of Bengal took 
the initiative in this manner, it could help, — either by State Industries or 
by subsidising industries or at any rate by promising a minimum rate of 
guaranteed profit in the case of the industries which satisfy specified condi- 
tions. It could lay down that half the capital must be owned by the people 
of the province — including in the term ‘‘people of the province” both thoge 
who are native to the soil and also those who have their domicile here. It 
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could also insist that the Board of Directors should reflect the same propor- 
tion as the shareholders. Suph state-owned or state-aided industries would 
go a long way in solving the problem of poverty, the problem of unemploy- 
ment that is already becoming so acute in this province. That is one 
suggestion which I would ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister to keep 
in mind. 

Then, Sir, there is one other suggestion that I have to make. It is 
a point without which I do not think we can get out of the rut in which 
we find the province today. 1 refer to the release of political prisoners. I 
think every one in this House who has the good of the province at heart 
will admit that the present vicious circle cannot be broken till the political 
prisoners have been released on a large and general scale. There is no 
denying the fact that these political prisoners represent some of the finest 
elements of the country. There may be difference of opinion about their 
methods or about the programme which a particular group or individual 
may have followed at some time. There may even be difference regarding 
the correctness of particular acts or decisions; but I do not think there will 
be any difference of opinion on any side of this House so far as the ques- 
tion of the honesty, the motive and the character of the persons whom we 
call political prisoners is concerned. They represent some of the finest 
elements in the land. They are the fighting elements, elements which are 
prepared to forget themselves in their desire to serve the country. When 
we find that the flower of the manhood of the province is kept frozen and 
unutilised, we need not be surprised at the danger and the corruption 
which tlireat(*ii not only Ihe political but the econnniic. social and one 
might say even the moral life of the province. The first and foremost 
remedy that suggests itself is that the political prisoners must be released. 

We have been talking of corruption. In attacking corruption, honour- 
able members on every side are united. There is no difference of opinion 
in this matter between the Indians and Europeans; no difference between 
the supporters of the Government and the critics of Government, between 
the Independents or members belonging to any other party. We all agree 
that corruption is rampant on a scale that is unprecedented in the history 
of the country. If we waint t-o check that corruption, we must bring into 
the body-politic those elements which are best ca})able of fighting 
the roots of corruption. I may be permitted the use of medical .analogy. 
We know that whenever a boil or sore forms on the body, it is because of 
a foreign or injurious element which invades the organism. The best way 
of curing the malady is to allow the development of the resisting corpuscles 
which can expel the foreign impure matter. It is througli the toning up 
of the body as a whole that the organism can survive. What is true of 
individuals is equally true of society. Today so far as Bengal is concerned, 
we find that both the body-politic and the body-social are suffering from 
maladies of every type. The grossest evidence of this malady is the 
symptom of corruption which is eating into our vitality and is acting as 
a canker in society. If you want to eradicate this corruption, 3 'oii cannot 
afford to allow the healthiest corpuscles of the body-politic to go to waste. 
We cannot allow the most vigorous elements of the body-politic, I refer 
to the political prisoners who have proved the excellence of their motives, 
to remain in forced idleness. We cannot afford to miss their help at this 
time. 

We know Government would say that they are constrained to keep 
many of the prisoners under restraint so long as the defence of India is in 
question. But today when that question has disappeared, there is no 
justification for their attitude. The w’ar has receded far beyond the Indian 
borders. The movements of the armies in the different theatres of war 
show that very soon a day of peace — or at any rate a day of armistice— *^will 
return to this world. We have seen great improvements in the military 
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situation. Whatever pretext the Government had for keeping these political 
prisoners in confinement has disappeared. 

We again find that in the Central Legislature, the Hon’ble Home Mem- 
ber said that so far as the majority of the political prisoners are concerned, 
the Provincial Governments are responsible for them. The Government of 
Delhi — the India Governnfent — are not prepared to take responsibility for 
more than 50 odd prisoners for the whole of India. The vast number of 
political prisoners who are detained are therefore detained on account of 
the decision of the Provincial Government. The Hf)u'ble Member of the 
Government of India went on to say that the diiferent Provincial Govern- 
ments follow different policies regarding the release of political prisoners. 
Some Provinces may accelerate and transfer the release of their poltical 
prisoners, others may retard tlie release. I want tlie llon’ble Finance 
Minister to answer into which category his (Toverument falls. Are the 
Government here following the policy of tardy release? It is falling 
behind other provinces in this respect. Does not the Hon^ble Finance 
Minister remember that when he accepted office, he said that he did so on 
the issues of the release of political prisoners? That In* would work for the 
release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Pose and even if he could not secure his 
release, he would at least w'ork to bring him back to his native jirovinee? 
I w’ould ask him what he has done to redeem his promise. I would ask 
him if he is satisfied himself that his assurance has been fulfilled. 

Look at the picture of corruption and dishonesty in Bengal, the social, 
moral and political degeneration today. How can the situation be improved 
when some of the best elements in the province are rotting in tmforced 
idleness in jail? Release the ])olitical prisoners and let them work i<> 
improve conditions. If the political prisoner is released, he can serve in 
many ways. He can help to eradicate black-market. He can check corrup- 
tion in a manner which Government machinery, how^ever efficient, can never 
emulate. If there is any seriousness in the attitude of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister and his colleagues, if they really want to check corrui)tion and 
bribery prevailing all over the province today, one of the first items of their 
policy should be the immediate release of ])olitical prisoners wdio can help 
to fight this evil to its very roots. It is only by this means that normal 
conditions can be restored. We have had a tragic experience of famine. 
We are living in perpetual half-famine and yet the famine of 194d was 
something unprecedented in the history of India. The prevailing condi- 
tions are affecting the very vitals of the ])eoj)le. The condition of health 
which prevails in Bengal is unknowm in any other part of India. Ail this 
is largely due to abnormal condition. If the GovernnKUit wants to restore 
normalcy, it is possible, not by releasing a few prisoners at pleasure not by 
loosening the control here and there, but by going to the very root of the 
matter and releasing ibe ]mliti(uil prisoners as a whole, ff)r tiiey are bett<‘r 
able to fight this menace than almost any other group of people in this 
province. 

Thirdly, I would suggest that there should be a standing committee of 
the Legislature to scrutinise the operations of the different departments 
of the Government. One of the chief reiisons wdiy democracy has succeeded 
in Great Britain and functioned so efficiently is that there are standing 
committees of the House, A permanent standing committee can go into 
and examine the different questions of administration. In Ihe Centre I 
Government of India, there is a standing committee. The Hon’hle the 
Finance Minister should tell this House of his own experience. Does he 
not think that a standing committee would definitely improve matter from 
the point of view of the public as well as the Government? 

The Finance Minister and some of his supporters say that Government 
tried to associate non-ofiicials with some of the Government activities. 
Advisory committees to look after the administration of the different 
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departments such as textile, food advisory ■ committees and so on and so 
forth were set up, but have not proved very helpful, because as I have 
already pointed out the persons selected to these committees are often 
persons in whom the public may or may not have confidence. Individually, 
they may be good men but, nobody has any voice in their selection except 
the Government. How can Government prevent a suspicion that they have 
only selected “yes-men”, men who are ainena])le to the influence, the 
resources and the patronage which the Government has at its command? 

If a standing committee of this House is elected annually or biennially 
by the single transferable vote, such suspicions would be allayed. In the 
Lower House, there are 250 members and in this House 63. If these 313 
members elect different standing committees for examining the textile, the 
food and others questions, it would be helpful for the public and the 
Government. Such a committee would be the House in minature, and 
consist of representatives from all the different groups in the House. If 
Ithis is done, I am quite confident that much of the corruption wdll stop. 
Today there are charges of bribery even against the highest authorities. 
They would no longer be in existence. There would also be a check in 
that these standing committees w^ould be re-elected at regular intervals. 
If a committee or a member thereof proved unsatisfactory in any w^ay, the 
House w'ouhl see that the personnel is changed nr the committee re-shaped. 

1 make this suggestion to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in all 
seriousness. If he does not accept a suggestion of this nature and yet comes 
and says that Government h.ave already associated non-oflicials, I would 
reply that their choice is a brand of non-oflicials who ina\ l)e described as 
oflicial non-oflicials or oflic.ious non-oflicials. Theie are ever\ where creatures 
who hang round bureacuracy. In any nn)fussil court or district couit or 
around the Ministers, we find hangers-on, people who ar»* non-oflicial in 
name but have no independence of judgnjcnt or chaiacter. Sucli men are 
not in a position to stand up against the administration and point out its 
defects. My suggestion therefore is that standing committees of the 
Legislature should be formed with members of the different parties of 
the Legislature: not selected by nomination, but elected by the single trans- 
ferable voice. 1 would also suggest that these committees should have some 
power of control. I do not suggest that they should be like executive 
committees issuing orders. They must however be analogous fo the Public 
Accounts Committee which exercises some kind of control over the public 
expenditure of the province. 

And now, Sir, I come to my final suggestion. I have pleaded before, 
and I say again today that in Bengal we need an All-Parties’ Ministry. It 
is unfortunately the fact that no single party in this House or in another 
place, no party in the Legislature is able to form by itself a Ministry 
which can command the confidence of the people by its efficiency and 
honesty. There are some honest men in every party, and there are men 
of other types in every party as well. I will leave them, but confining 
myself to the honest men, I find that no party rn the Legislature today can 
form a representative Government in which the talent of the Province can 
be fully reflected. 

This is not all. Whenever there is a party Government, as we have 
in Bengal today, anything that the Government does is suspect to the party 
which is in the Opposition. The members of the Muslim League party 
today are happy, because they are in power, and they often talk of getting 
a kind of co-operation. They will remember that two and half years ago, 
whenever the then Ministry in power asked for their co-operation they 
refused it. They were not prepared to make any constructive contribution 
to the administration of the Province. So long as we have a party Govern- 
ment, we will have this kind of suspicion, distrust and division. When 
we have such suspicion, distrust and division, the evil-doers will flourish. 
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The honourable members cannot deny that there has unfortunately develop- 
ed a section in the Leprislature who thrive on the differences of the parties. 
They thrive because there is sharp division and because there are party- 
cleavages. These often enable a person to exaggerate his importance and 
to get advantages which otherwise he would never have been able to 
secure. One would perhaps not err if one called them political black-market. 
In such atmosphere, you cannot pool the resources of the Province. You 
cannot bring together all the energy, the efficiency and the ability which 
is available in this Province till you are able to overcome narrow party 
prejudices and the narrow party alignments which have been the curse of 
Bengal in the last few years. In the circumstances in which we find our- 
selves today, in this emergency which is unprecedented, it is meet and 
proper that political considerations should be allowed to recede to the 
background for a while. 

In England also the diherences between the die-hard Tories and the 
red-rag Socialists were overcome. Mr. Bevin and Mr. Churchill sit 
together in one Cabinet. 1 remember that in 1930 or 1931, when 
Mr. H(‘rberl ^lorrison came to ]>ower the London County Council, there 
was general consternation among the Tories. He also can sit together with 
Mr. Churchill and co-operate with him. If they can overcome party 
prejudices and have an all-Party Cabinet, a Cabinet which is an adminis- 
trative Cabinet rather than a political C’abinet, what is it that ])revents us 
doing the same in Bengal*!^ 

1 think the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will agree with me that the 
issues which face our Province today are primarily administrative and 
economic. They are not political. The issues whicli face our Province 
today are the issues of rehabilitation. They are the issues of development 
of industry and commerce. They are the issues of restoration of agri- 
culture. They are the issues of bringing back health to the individual and 
society. They are the issues of restoring society to normalcy after the 
terrible displacements of H43-44. In view of this national emergency 
that threatens the very existence of civilized society in Bengal today, 1 
think that honourable members and Honourable Ministers should rise ab<jve 
part}' differences and divisions. They should ovenome the narrow party 
allegiances and cleavages into which they have allowed themselves to fall. 
They should lise above their narrow loyalties for the sake of a larger 
loyalty towards the province in which we are born and which, if we all work 
together, we may make a proud heritage for the generations to come. 

Mr, MOHAMMED H088AINS Mr. Heputy President, Sir, when simply 
discussion is g-oing on on the supplementary luidget I wish to draw the 
attention of the Government ,to one most urgent and vital matter. 

Sir, the Islamia Hospital at Calcutta is one of the most efficiently 
managed hospitals in Bengal which caters to tlie needs of the poor popula- 
tion irrespective of any creed or caste. It is entirely maintained by public 
donation and subscription. It is equipped ^dth all modern appliances for 
treatment. It consists, besides the medical and surgical departments for 
the male and female sections of other special departments, for eye, chest, 
dental, E.N.T., Skin diseases, V.D., a radiological section and a clinical 
laboratory. Its popularity and efficiency is daily on the increase. From 
February 1944 to Slst January 1945, (iGO indoor patients and 1,32,543 out- 
door patients were treated in this hospital. Its annual maintenance 
expenditure was Rs.70,483 in that period. It was entirely borne by public 
charity. The Government of Bengal have been approached again and again 
but no recurring grant has been sanctioned for this hospital though an 
insistent demand has been made for the same. We expected some provi- 
sion in the supplementary budget at least but it is much to be regretted 
that no amount has been provided in this estimate though a sum of 
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Rfl.50,000 has been provided for other purposes under head ‘'Grant to 
Hospitals and Dispensaries”. 

Sir, I strongly urge on behalf of the poor people of this city to sanction 
a monthly grant of Rs.3,000 to this Islamia Hospital of Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, I wish my words to be taken in the spirit in which I say 
them. I may say that I have sincere sympathy with tlie honourable mem- 
bers of this House in their grievance that they cannot take as active a part, 
through the budget discussions, in the administration of the province as 
they would like to. Bujt that, as my friend Professor Kabir has said, is due 
to the structure of the Constitution. It is true that throughout India both 
at the Centi'e and in the Provinces the Second Chamber has not certain 
powers which the Lower House possesses. Similar restrictions are, how- 
ever attached to the Second Chamber of Parliament in the United Kingdom 
in regard to the national purse. But it has been my experience in Delhi 
as well as here that honourable members of the Second ('hamber contribute 
a great deal to the general discussion of the problems that face the country 
and the province. It will be my duty to take note of the various suggestions 
that have been made in this House during Jhe last few days and on other 
occasions. 

I wish, first of all, to dispose of two items to which oblique references 
were made in this House and about which there may possibly be some mis- 
apprehension. ' I refer to two items in the Civil Works supplementary 
budget: one in regard to 31, Theatre Road, and another in regard to 8, 
Theater Road. With regard to 31, Theatre Road, incidentally 1 may say 
that it is not the personal propt'rty of Sir Nazimuddin. It has been 
requisitioned by (lovernment tor their own iise and lor this there is a ceilaiii 
provision of Rs.3r),IK)b for improvement, etc., as indicated in the printed 
explanation. I will now explain the whole position. Out of this provi- 
sion of 35,000 rupees someThiug like 25,000 ru])ees — it may be a little less or 
it may be slightly more — Ls the estimated cost of improvement in structure, 
namefy, putting in sanitary fittings, improving the electrical installation, 
such as wiring, (dc. The entire ■amount which would be spent by the Govern- 
ment in the first instance towards the cost of the improvemeJit which is neces- 
sary, will be recovered from the Court of Wards which manages fhe 
property on behalf of the proprietors; so that (Tovernment (‘ventually would 
lose nothing on that score and the balance of something like 10, 0(^1 rupees 
is for furniture, crockery, etc., which will be used by officers living there 
and will remain Government property and wdll be disposed of as and when 
necessary by Government, as is done in the case of Dak Bang^alows and 
Circuit Houses. I am explaining all this because there may he some mis- 
apprehension about the matter. As regards 8, Theatre Road, it is Govern- 
ment property. It had so long been allotted to the Commissioner, for the 
time being, of the Presidency Division. It was thought that the Chief 
Minister of the province should be provided with a suitable House, while 
he is Chief Minister, and on the same terms as Commissioners of Divisions, 
District Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers are provided with quarters, 
namely, on the basis of a rental. 1 may tell the honourable inembers that 
there was an old Cabinet decision during Mr. Fazlul Huq’s first Ministry 
that the Chief Minister should have a furnished house supplied to him. 
Now Government do not propose to provide the Chief Minister with a 
furnished house but to allot this particular house, — 8, Theatre Road, — to 
him unfurnished, that is to say, on the same terms as it used to be allotted 
to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, and the Chief Minister 
will pay rent 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What is |he rent? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: 10 per ce&t. of pay. 

■"'Sir, there are two popular misconceptions which I would like to clei^ 
up. Some misconceptions prevail even in the Legislature about deficit 
budgets. I want to say, Sir, not merely on my own authority but on the 
authority of great men who have in recent times written on the subject of 
Public Finance, that deficit budgets are not to be regarded as thoroughly 
bad in themselves and that they may be even desirable, as in the present 
case, for economic stabilisation. .. 

There is another misconception about supplementary estimates. It has 
been said on the floor of this House ami elsewhere more than once: ‘‘Look 
at the size of the supplementary estimates — Ks.tjo croivs as against the 
original budget of something like Rs.dt) crores. Put Sir, these lis.()5 
crores do not represent expenditure in the ordinary sense of the word. If 
honourable members will turn to the details of Grant No. 35, they will find 
that the bulk of this sum represent trading transactions. What the 
Legislature is concerned with is the effect of these transactions in tenna 
of money and I have in my budget speech explained the financial effects, 
namely the net losses, so far as this province is concerned. Now, these 
transactions were undertaken as a matter of policy approved by the Legis- 
lature. There was also some additional expenditure on rehabilitation. 
When I presented the budget a little over 12 months ago, I forecast that 
Government will have to undertake large-scale rehabilitation measures, 
the Legislature was aware that programmes were being chalke<l out. 

A" to the propriety of prcvsenting supplementary estimates be! ore the 
Legislature after a great deal of expenditure had been incurred, we have 
precedents not only in this liCgislature but also in the House of (Commons. 
Honourable members might not know that in Mandi 1914, a point of order 
vas raised by no les?, a person than the late Viscount Snowden (Mr. Philip 
Snowden a> he then was), who in subsequent years became Chancellor of 
the Exchecpier. On that occasion the Lhairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee, corresponding to the position of the Deputy Speaker here, stated 
that the fact that exp<*nditure had to he incurred in the m(*anwhile before 
estimates were presented did not vitiate the budget. 1 will not quote 
at length, because it would take time. But the point of order was raised 
in regard to the heavy supplementary estimates on account of the naval 
expansion during 1913-14 and the supplementary estimates were presented 
at the fag end of that financial year. 

Sir, I have listened with a certain amount of Hurjirise to criticisms of 
certain items of expenditure. E'er instance, then* was criticism even of 
our proposal to have proper crops statistics. The want ()f proper agri- 
cultural statistics has been one of the great handicuips of the administra- 
tion in Bengal. It has been a long standing grievance, and it is being 
remedied only today. It is possible that the miseries which we have 
recently experienced have impelled us to take this measure but this is a 
measure which ought to bp a matter of .satisfaction to honourable members. 

There was a good <leal of criticism of th(‘ Livil Sujiplies Department. 
Sir the organisation of that Department was extremely difficult. It was 
admitted by some of my honourable friends here ^hat in 1943 when we were 
rushed into setting up an organisation it could not be expected that the 
organisation would be perfect. There was no proper fciod organisation in 
this Province before April, 1943, that is to say, when the famine was 
coming on us. We have had to take much trouble in reorganising the 
Civil Supplies Department, and Sir, it may not be out of place for me to 
quote the recent expression of opinion from abroad. Sir Oliver Gunatilake, 
of Ceylon who has been recently visiting u.s, said publicly: “Few 
Ministers can claim what you can claim. The people of Bengal and the 
people of greater India will realise sooner or later what a magnificent deed 

29 
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has been done in Bengal with courage and determination by the Minister 
of Civil Supplies. Bengal is on the left flank of Lord Louis Mountbatten 
and Ceylon on the right and between us we will not let the cause of freedom 
down.’’ 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. Was this 
speech made on a public occasion or was it made at the end of a sumptuous 
lunch ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, it was made on 
a semi-public occasion, and it was meant for the public of India. 

Sir, I have said here repeatedly that we have arranged to secure the 
necessary off-takes of our surplus within the Province itself. That is a 
definite decision in consultation with the Government of India and with 
their approval. 

My honourable friend, Professor Humayun Kabir, suggested nationalisa- 
tion of certain industries. I may say that nationalisation of certain 
industries is being considered by the Government of Bengal as well as by 
the Government of India; but honourable members will not take me amiss 
if I say that the selection of industries and the working out of details must 
be a matter of post-war development. I cannot at this stage anticipate any 
decision of Government but I shall repeat that this question is not absent 
from our minds, not merely for revenue purposes but also with a view to 
economic stabilisation. 

My friend Professor Kabir asked me whether the policy of the present 
Government of Bengal in regard to political prisoners was “generous” or, 
I quote his own words, whether it was “not ungenerous”. Well, Sir, it 
is not for me to give a testimonial to myself but 1 think that the llorrble 
the Chief Minister who is specifically in charge of the the Department con- 
cerned, has shown a liberal spirit. There are certain conditions which in 
the present state of things are peculiar to Bengal and they have got 
to be taken into account. I may even say that the Honourable the Chiei 
Minister has probably been taking risks in certain cases. Mr. Kabii- made 
another suggestion 

Mf. HAR|DA8 MAZUMDARs On a point of information. Sir. Is the 
Hou’ble Minister personally satisfied with the pace and the number of 
political prisoners being released during his regime? 


The Hon'ble Mr. TUL81 CHANDRA C08WAMI: No, Sir, I am most 
unhappy about the number, but I need not say anything more. I am con- 
vinced of this that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has a very liberal outlook 
on the subject; on this point I have no doubt. 

Another suggestion has been made that there should be an all-parties 
Government in Bengal. Sir, I have often asked myself — have we in Bengal 
today that necessary sense of national emergency, and that sense of great 
opportunities, which we Bengalis are missing today? If we had that Lnse 
not merely within the precincts of the legislature but outside, that sense 
of urgency and that sense of opportunities, then I am sure all-parties 
Government would have been in existence in this province. Sir, we all 
hope for a brighter Bengal; but we are all of us aware how very much \se 
have been hit by circumstances arising out of the war, not merely in the 
matter of finance but in our social life also. Honourable members have 
spoken of ‘rampant corruption’. Sir, there is corruption all over the 
Province and it is not confined to officers. As regards officers, as I said on 
a previous occasion, it is possible that due to the existence of a very large 
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temporary stafi that we have been coinpelled to en^af^^e, over whom Govern- 
ment control must necessarily be slight, there may be a certain amount of 
conuption. But, what about corruption that is rampant elsewhere P What 
is it that is mostly responsible for this hoarding instinct, this profit 
incentive? It has been created by war conditions, I know: but it is also 
a serious reflection on our national character und we must bear the reproaches 
both of our own conscience and of the people outside Bengal. I sincerely 
hope that we shall learn a lesson and that we shall try to improve ourselves. 
I was, for instance, terribly shocked when I heard the details of the black 
market in quinine created mainly by men of the meilical profession. I 
have more details now in possession than many of the honourable members. 
It is a sordid story. I do not wish to speak anything more; but what 
terrible harm they did to their own people for the sake of private gain ! 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ordei, ordei, the House stands adjourn- 
ed till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Cocncil then adiourned till 1-30 i).m. on Tuesday, the 13th March, 
1945. 
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Memberi Absent. 

The following memherH were absent from the meeting held on the 12th 
March, 1945:— 

(1) Khan Bahadur Na^iruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(f3) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin. 

(5) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(6) Mr. 1). I. (-oheii. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Diitlu. 

(8) Khan Bahadui Abdul Gofran. 

(9) Mr. Latafal Ho^sain. 

(10) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(11) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohammad Jan. 

(12; Maulana Moliammad Aknim Khan. 

(13; Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14; Khan Baliadur Mukle.sui Rahman. 

(15) l)r. K. S. Ray. 

(16; Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(17) Dr. K. Talukdar. 

(18) T]i(‘ llon’ble Sir B. V. Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945— No. 15. 


The Council met in the Lej^islutive Chiimber of the Legislative 
Buil(liuj>’, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the l*tth March, ilUo, at l-dO p.m., heiii^if 
the fifteenth day of the First Session of 1945, plrsuant to section ()2{:^){a) 
of tile Government of India A <4, 19-15. 

Mr. Deputy Frcsident (^Khan Bahailiir Anm L I1a.mii) (’nowDiiuRy, 
was in the Chair. 

Points of PrivilegOb 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, I bejT to mention a 
point of privilege which 1 raised at the last July session. That was ft point 
involving 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mahalanohish, 
l-‘iO p.m. today has been fixed for disi’ussioii of tlie adjournment motion 
standing* in the name of ^fr. Baiikim Chandra Mukhmjet*. So, you better 
raise tlu^ ])oint after tlu‘ discu.ssion on the adjonrmmmt motion is ovtn*. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir, if L remember 
ariglit, there is no bar to our raising point of privilege at any time and 
even during an adjournnu'iit motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But the rule is very strict as regards 
adjournment motions. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, I shall be very 
brief. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right, what is li? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Th(*]t‘ was a coiminml in 

the newsj)a})(*r Af/r.v casting serious rcilt‘ct iinis on the Pn*sident of 

this (dianibei' and al>o on some oi tlie nicmbm’s. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am iniormed that that niattm* is under 
the consideration of the ibivilege Committee. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 ha v(* also a ])oinj of privilege on 
which I would re({uest you to advise the House. Tliere was a rt‘feren(*e by 
Mr. Ilaridas Majumdar t(» tlie arbitrary way in which vacanci(‘s in the 
Council are filled up from time to time. The other day you v(*ry rightly 
pointed out that the notification regarding tin* va(*aney caused by the death 
of Mr. Altaf Ali was made after the matter had been mentioned liy 
Mr. Mftjumdar. Now, Sir, ihougli the Gf»V(*riinn*nt has notified the vacancy 
and fixed a date for the* election, neverllieless one question remains. There 
seems to be no j)rineij)Ie or proci-durt*, no definite rule according to which 
these vacancies are notified. Sometimes we find 

Mr, MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: On a ]»oint of order, Sir 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am on a point of jirivih •ge and I do not 
think there can he any point of order now. Obviously, the Cliict W'liip 
is absolutely ignorant of the rules of procedure that there cannot be any 
point of order when a member is sjieakiiig on a point of privilege. 

I was saying this. We find unfortunately that Government have no 
defijiite rules in this matter. Sometimes notifications are issued within a 
50 
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week, sometimes they are not issued even after 8 or 10 months. I know 
the answer would he that these thinj^s are done by His Excellency at his 
discretion. We also know that on most of these matters, the advice of the 
Government, specially the advice of the Home Minister, is considered 
seriously by His Excellency before lie comes to any decision. Therefore, I 
would, through you, request the HonTile Home Minister to make a stute- 
nieiit before this House as to what are the princijiles whicdi govern their 
decisions with regard to the filling uji of tlie vacancies. Why is it that 
sometimes vacancies are allowed to lie there for a year or even more? Why 
is it that sometimes vacancies are filled up even within a week? If it were 
a territorial constituency, 1 could have understood some delay, for that 
might take some time. Hut in the case of the election from the Assembly to 
the Council, any ditferentiation between members of one kind and another 
is without any ground wliatsoevtT. TJierefore, Sir, 1 request you to ask the 
Hon’ble the (diief Minister, if he is willing, to make a statement on the 
situation, ami if he is not willing to lay down before the House any pro- 
cedure, would you advise how best to proceed in the matter? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 am sorry I cannot make 
any tlefinite statement at this stage. However, 1 ])romise to look into the 
matter and oiler my advice in due course. 

Adjournment Motion regarding non-payment of taxes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr. l)e])uty President, 
Sir, 1 beg to movi* that this (‘ouncil do adjourn its busine.ss to discuss a 
delinite matter of urgmit public importance, namt‘ly, tin* situation tliut 
has arisen owdng to tlie failure of the Goviunment of llengal to ])ay it lakhs 
of rupees as taxes of the (\mncil House to the Calcutta Corjioratitin thus 
causing considerable hardship to the rate])ayers. 

Sir, in moving my adjournment motion I w’ould like to ])lace bid'ore 
the honourable members some stern facts which s])eak for themselves. The 
honourable members might recollecd that this House, I mean the Assembly 
House, which is numbered as (I, Esjdaiiade itovv, AVest, w’as constructed 
sometime before HKH and it was completed at about that time. There was 
a controversy at tin* time about a triangular ]>lot of laihfs'i) rhifaks of 
land and it was claimed by the (airjioration as belonging to them. Tlie 
(\)rporation also claimed taxes for the entire jiremises from 1931-32 
onwards. The controversy about the titb‘ to the 25 h’dlds of land being jiart 
of the Assembly Huildings was referred to the arbitration of the Hon’ble 
the Advocate-! I enmal of Hengal by an agreement, dated 21st day of August, 
1941. Sir Asoke Roy, the Advocate-General, gave his award on tlie 23rd 
day of September, 1942, and he determined that the triangular plot of land 
is wdthin the municipal limits of Calcutta as defined by the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, and that the proprietory rights in the said plot of 
land is vested in the Corporation of Calcutta. Thus ended the controversy 
about the title to the 25 kaUis of land. The valuation of the 25 katm of 
land was fixed at 3 lakhs 4 thousand and 500 at the rate of 12 thou^nd jier 
kaUi. This amount has not been paid*. I may state that the valuation was 
fixed not by arbitration but was subsequently determined wdth reference to 
awards of similar land and w'as accepted by Government, and the rent which 
the Corporation claimed for the occupation of this 25 kata^ of land for 14 
years comes to 1 lakh 27 thousand and 890 and then the consolidated rate 
for the triangular jdot from 1931-32 to the end of financial year 1944-45 
comes to Rs. 10,547-0. I may mention that this only is the occupiers share 
of taxes because Hie Corporation so long is the owmer of this juirt of the 
premises. Then we have the consol idatt d rate of the entire premises minus 
the triangular plot. The land 29 14 kiit4h^ and 10 chaiaka at Rs. 6,000 

per kaia comes to 35 lakhs 07 thousand and 750; so far as the building is 
concerned I am informed, Sir, that the Corporation repeatedly prayed to the 
Government of Bengal to supply figures about the amount spent in the 
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building? as the Corporation is entitled to do in ease of buildinjrs occupied 
by owners of bouses. The fi»i:ures not havinji* been supplied the Corporation 
has ascertained the figure b) be 18 lakhs (12 thousand rupees. The total 
valuation of the entire premises minus the triangular plot comes to 54 lakhs 
29 thousand 750 and the annual value at 7) pt»r (ciit. comes to 2 lakhs, 71 
thoiKsand 488. The CV)r])oration is ah'^o entitle^! to 10 per cent, of this from 
1931-172 up to 193()-37 prior to prom ul prat ion of the (lovernment of India 
Act. The total amount comes to one lakh (>2 thousand 892, The (\>rpora- 
tion is also entitled to the rate at 10 j>er cent, from l!)37-38 to 1944-45; the 
total amount comes at 2 lakhs 17 tliousand 190. The amounts due under the 
above heads total Es. 8 lakhs 23 thousand 20 and annas twtdve. So far as 
ihis fipure is concerned there is no dispute and the (lovernment has accepted 
it and I understand that a release order for this sum was actually passed hut 
M)mehow or other the j^ayment has not been made. Then‘ i> a dispute with 
rep'ard to the Cor])oration tax of the ])remi.ses. 1 no^an tin* owner’s ,-liare of 
tax, from 1937-38 to 1944-45 whi(‘h comes to 2 laklis 17 thousand 190 and 
8 annas. 1 mipht mention here lor the elucidation of the honourable 
hiembers that after th(‘ 23](1 Se])tember. 1!142, when tlie Ad vocatt‘-( Jentu’al’s 
award was deliveii'd tin* (‘oiiesjxmdtmcc^ commenct‘(I Irom November, 1942. 
»Somctinu‘ sh(»rtly befori* tlje 22nd April, }94*b the (roverTuntmt pave its own 
valuation and the Corj)oration acc(‘])ted tin* .sam(‘ by it.s letter, dati‘d the 
22nd Ai)ril, 1943. It wa.^ also admitted that tor tlu‘ ser\ict‘ by the Corpora- 
tion and tlH‘ Council House buildinps th(‘ (’orporation w’ould be entitled 
to the ten j)er cent, of the valuation as Irom 19'{l-32 onwartls. The- 
Corporation receivial a loan of ten lakhs Irom the (lovernment of Henpal 
lor whi(di it has to jiay an intert'sl at 2 juu* eent. 'Tlu' Coipoialion prayed 
that tin* du(‘s of the Coifiorat ion trom the (rovernmmil on aia'ount of the 
Assembly Iluildinps mii.»ht be set oil but this has not also Ixam accepted. 
Mr. Deputy l’r(‘sid<'nt , Sir, thes<‘ an* stern facts for whiidi I do not think 
thei-e can be any denial. II a private rate-pa\er had the hardihooil to btdiave 
in this way the Corpoiat ion would have taken meas\ii(‘s undm* the ('alcutta 
Munici])al Act and realised tin* anuumt immediately. Now the (lovernment 
however intsead of ])a\inp this amount has been thnaiteninp the Corporation 
with supersession and I would like to deal w’ith this niattci' as embodied in 
the (lONcrnimun buter, dated th(‘ 7th .Maiadi, by the Seer<dar\' to the (lovern- 
Jiieiit of lleiipal, Public Health and Local Self-(iovern meiit l)ej)artmt‘nt to 
the Corj)oration. Sir, in the Aiiuita Hazar Pnfnla we have a report which 
yives the statemmit of the Mayoi’. The Mayor stattal that at an informal 
conference wdiich was called by the (lov(*rnment lu* and certain (’ouncillorH 
of the Corporation, Mr. Methold, Mr. N. (\ Paul, Mr. I). N. Mookerjee 
and Mr. S. N. Osimin wcuit with him. The Mayor staUu! that when they 
wa*ut they thoupht that there would be discussion but they found that the 
(jovernment had already made up its mind to put the (k)rporation into bay 
by imposing a definite proposal to be piven effect to by tlie (k>rporation 
which amongst others included an increa.se of the consolidated rate of 
per cent. 1 need not take u]) the other matters now as 1 would like to deal 
wdth them later on. Now this is a threat which w^as communicated to the 
Corporation by the letter to which I huAx* already ref(*rred w’hich states 
that the Corporation should indicate its accepbince of the terms in its 
entirety by the 16th March, failing which the Government intended to 
take action under the Public Health Ordinanc'e and to supersede tlje 
Corporation. Noav, Sir, so far as the increase of rates is (‘oncerned I do not 
know what business the Government has to interfere with the infernal affairs 
of the Corporation. Besides the 8 lakhs and odd undisputably due to the 
(‘orporation and 2 lakhs and odd for which there is a disj)ute so far as the 
taxes of the Assembly House is concerned, the Corporation is entitled to the 
following amounts from the Government. Contribution for the main- 
tenance of roads affected by military traffic for 3 years on the basis of ih lakhs 
of rupees a year for A. ILF. civil defence work, 4 lakhs of ruf)ees for the food 
supply scheme up to 31st December, 1944, 31 lakhs 46 thousand and for 
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dearness allowance up to the 31st December, 1944, Us. 3,01,000. The total 
comes to 23 lakhs of rupees. The Government also introduced the Rent 
Control Order some time in the year 1943 and the basis of rent that was 
fixed under the Rent Controller’s orders was that rent paid in December, 
1941, which was the lowest rent. As a matter of fact if the Corporation 
was enabled to reassess the premises on the basis of normal growth of rent 
the question of increasing the consolidated rate would not have arisen at all. 
On the contrary the ('orjioration would have been entitled to a large sum 
by way of enhanced taxes. The ])oj)ulation of Calcutla which a(‘cording 
to the last census was only 21 lakhs has now risen according to ration cards 
issued to 40 lakhs besides there is military i)opiilation of 5 lakhs. The 
entire maidan which has been fitted up with water-supply for the military 
have been conne(*ted with the drainage and the filtered and unfiltered water- 
supply and although the Government agreed to j)ay for this service of the 
Corporation the (Corporation is not getting anything. 

It is clear. Sir, that the Government is not dealing with the Corporation 
in a fair matiner. Now coming to the question of the increase of rates, I 
only refer the honourable members to the j)osition of the Government of 
Bengal. Would the Government of Bengal like the Government of India to 
say when tlie Government of Bengal prayed for a subvention of 7 crores of 
rupees from the (Vntral Government that the Ckmtral Government would 
recjuest His Excellency the Governor to apply the in’ovisions of section 93 if 
the Bengal Government ditl not ado[)t certain measures which the (\*ntral 
Government wanted the Bengal Government to do!^ The utter incai)acity 
of the Ihmgal Gov(*rnnieni to managt‘ its own house has b(*en proved beyond 
doubt. The unwhedesome foo<l distributed during the famine j)eriod has 
affected th(‘ health of more than half the })opulation of Bengal. Medicine is 
not available, cloth is not availabh*, even arti(*les of foodstutl are md avail- 
able now. 1 may mention mustard oil as one of the instance's which the 
population of Bengal re'cjuired badly. The Government of Bengal cannot 
manage its own house and 1 wotild warn the honourable members that the 
rate-payers of Calcutta will not take the threat of suj)ersession of the Corjmra- 
tion. They aj)])rt‘hend that the state of things wliich now appear in the 
administration of the Ihnigal (Jovt'inment would a])])ear in a more virulent 
forms ill the administration of tin* funds of the Corporation. Tht‘ Govern- 
ment have ahs(dutely no case so far as the Corporation is conc(*rned. I 
furf/ht'r submit that if the Corporation can balance its budget without 
increas(‘ of 2A per (‘cnt. consolidated rate the (Tovernment of B(*ngal has no 
say in tin* matter. 1 understand tliat although the ('liief Executive Officer 
in his budged statenn*nt reeamimemded an increase of i pe'r cent, in the rates 
the majority of the Budget (A)mmittee of the Corporation have balanced the 
budget without any increase of rates. I submit it is now for the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to ]>ay uj) tlm arnnirs and not come out with tlireats like the 
erne which tliey have done in their letter of 8th March last in which they 
have asked tin* Cor]>oration to increase the rates to per cent, along with 
other matt(‘rs upon which I need not touch. With these words I move my 
adjournment motion. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this (-ouncil do 
adjourn its business for a definite matter, of urgent public imj)ortance, 
naini'ly, the situation that has arisen owing to the failure of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to pa\ lbs. 9 lakhs as taxes for the Council House to the 
Calcutta Corporation, thus causing considerable hardship to the rate-payers. 

. Mr. HARIDAS MAdUMDAR: Sir, I su[>port the motion which has 
been moved by my friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji. The manner in 
which the uni>opular ])rovincial Government, propped by European votes 
based on an unjust weightage, has been for some time bullying the Corpora- 
tion of C^alcutta, the premier representative body and perhaps the only 
self-governing institution in India, is fast becoming a scandal and no more 
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apposite illustration of cool, ealoulated aftroiit and vindictiveness cun be 
found than tlie mandate of the iTOvernment to increase taxation by per 
cent, while it itself does not pay dues to the extent of Rs. 9 lakhs. \Ve 
often find in annual administration reports of municipalities that some 
commissioners do not pay tax which, however, is realised from a ])Oor widow 
even by selling her utensils. 1 believe some nble othcial who has to draft 
these reports year after year made this valuable suggestion of saving money 
and the Ministry at once accepted it recommending a knighthood for the 
clever man in the next Honours liist. Sir, a general increase of taxatioTi will 
cause great hardship to the majority of rale-payers helonging to the mhjdle 
class, already hard hit b.\ iiigh prices current since UMd. ami will const i lute 
a major inequity of our time. A very large percentage of the rate-payers 
of this city is composed of Jleiigalee clerks working tn mercantile houses of 
Europeans and Indians and, in a smaller number, in (lovernnnmt otlices. 
AVhile big European and Indian tiritis are making fabulous juotits during 
this war and paying enormous sums to th(‘ Central (lovernment by way of 
the Excess Profits Tax and while numerous European eui])loyees in this city 
are earning more than the Vicenn. and the sons. ne]>hews and eve?i distant 
relatives like ■tt^ of Indian bnsiiM‘>s!mMi havt* been glorified into 

the position of directors, advistu's, managtTs, deputy managers and 

supervisors on fat (‘moluments and whib‘ all tin* sympathy of our Central 
is rt‘served tor big business ir\ing to evade the incom(*-ta\. a 
hardworking race of honest w(U*kers is being <‘\terminat(‘d , unwej)t and 
unsung and the ])resent ])ro])osal (»f fresh taxation will only hasten the 
process. If the (fovernment eared to study the family bu<lg<‘t of this 
numerous class inhabiting the city, it would find that even in normal times 
these people earned a bare li\ing' wage ind had no surplus over 

(‘X]>enses of food, shelter, edu(‘ation of sons and marriage of daughters. 
The cost (»f living in Hengal has in<*n‘ased three* timers and, according to 
soil' four times sinct* tin* beginning of the war while the increase in wages 
of these ])eo])le inclusive of (b‘arn(‘^s allowance, bonus, ration at ch(‘apcr 
prices and ev(‘n nornml jieriodic in(‘r(‘ment does not exei‘ed bU b) GO ]>er cent, 
llow^ can they bear now additional taxation!'^ Does tin* (Toveniment want 
that they should sell their houses)^ Tliey form the majority of Hengalees 
living here and tludr exit from ('alcutta of all citi(‘s in mo<l(*rn or ancient 
times will b(* bereft of the childr(*n of the soil. A zealous Provincial 

(jovernmeiit would have re]>resent(*d to the Centn* that no mercantile firm 

was justified in earning a rupee of the Excess Profits Tax on sweaU‘d labour 
and without paying their eniploye(‘s in current money the same w’ages as in 
August, 19d9, the last pre-war montli. A clerk getting Rs. 100 then should 
get Rs. f‘100 now to be on tlie old wage level but actually he gets now not more 
than Rs. IGO which, converted int(» current immey, is Rs. 54. He has thus 
suffered a diminution of salary. 

Sir, 1 do not hobi any brief i(»r the management of the (‘alcutta Corjxira- 
tion but the way in which the (jovernment of Ih‘ngal is acting is really 
revolting and shocking to the meanest intellect. 

AVith these few words, Sir, T supi»ort (his Jiiotion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN; Sir, (jovemment 
welcomes the oi)portunity, which this motion aft’ords of stating its own (‘ase 
about the subject-matter of this adjournment motion t(» which alom* I shall 
confine myself. The CV)rporatioirs claim of Rs. 9 lakhs apf)ears to have been 
calculated on the basis of consolidated rates at the rate of 19^* ])er cent, of 
tlie annual valuation of the I^egislative Buildings and tin* compound of 
31 hif/lifis of land, from the first (juartei- of 19.‘H-32 wdi(‘n the building was 
eompleted to the third cpiarter of 1939-37 and at 29 per cent, of the annual 
valuation from the fourth quarter f»f 193G-37 to tlie fourtli fjuart(‘r of 1944- 
45. In March, 1931, the Torporation assessed the premise> to its consoli- 
dated rate and fixed the amount of tax at Rs. GO, 409-8 payable annually. 
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TliiB assessment was resisted by Government on the ground that the premises 
Were within the Esplanade, which under Schedule 1 to the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act, 11123, was excluded from the taxable jurisdiction of the 
Corporation . 

The Esplanade, commonly called the Calcutta Maidan, is the physical 
ar(‘a demarc^atcd with a series of boundary jiillars each bearing the inscrip- 
tion F. W. B. (Fort William boundary) and a serial number. While 
claiming that consolidated rates were not leviable on the premises except 
on a triangular plot of land measuring 1 bitiha 5 bufah.s b r/iaiabs^ 20 
square feet in front of the Town Hall, where the statue of Lord William 
Jlentinck stood, Government exjiressed its readiness to pay for filtered water 
and sewerage services. Government made their own arrangements for 
conservancy, lighting and unfiltered water, which is drawn from the 
Maidan mains, for which a bulk su])ply is i)urchased from the (,\)rp()ration 
under a separate ag*reement. As for filtered water-supply, the Corporation 
has been all the time presenting bills and receiving })ayments at the usual 
rates for the supply of water out of town, viz., Re. 1 i)er 1,000 gallons in 
1031, Rs. 1-4 till 31st March, 1044, and Rs. 2-8 per 1,000 gallons from 
1st April, 1044. As regards sewerage connection, Government has always 
ottered to i)ay reasonable rates, but this could n(>t be st'itled as the Corpora- 
tion have not stated their sj)e(‘ific demand under this particular head. 

Rills which had b{*cn submitted for occui)ier’s share of taxes at conso- 
lidated rates for the first and second quarters of 1031-32 were called back 
by tile Corporation in March, 1032, without any reasons being assigned. 
Government ])resunies that this wiis done because it was realised that the 
(jontention of Government was sound and that the ])remises were not liable 
to be assessed to consolidated rates. 

The Corporation having ex])ressed its desire to settle the matter by 
personal discussimis, a scries of conferences followed. Representatives of 
the Corporation discussed the matt(‘r with the Assistant Secretary, Public 
Works Departimmt, in May, 1034, and with Hon’ble Sir Rijoy Prasad Singh 
Roy, Minister for Local Self-Governimuit in April, 103T), in Se])tember, 
1035, and in August, lO-U]. 

Each iiiiic tile C(»rporat ion representatives juit forward new grounds in 
8Uj)port of their claim for consolidatisl rat(‘s, and the following ajipear tu 
have been the sum total of their contentions, viz.: — 

(a) That the Council House being so closi* to Calcutta and having all 
the amenities of the city, it was fair that Government should 
agree to pay the consolidated rates; 

(h) That the Council Chamber of the Government of Bengal should not 
be outside the taxable jurisdiction of the C’alcutta (\)rporation ; 

(r) Tliat all the amenities for which con.solidated rates are chaigcd were 
being sujiplied to the premises; and 

(J) That the compound of the Council House includes th(‘ one hi {/ha 
triangular ])lot on whiidi the statue of Lord AVilliam Bentinck 
stood, which was within the Corporation jurisdiidion, and that 
the entire j>remises were therefore liable to be assessed to the 
consolidatt'd rates. 

On the 14th July, 193(1, Government gave the Corporation its final reply, 
reiterating its former position that the Corporation had no right to tjix any 
land or building which did not lie within the municipal limits of Calcutta 
and that even if the triangular one hujha plot was held to have been within 
the muni(‘ipal limits, the remainder of the lands and the buildings which 
Were within the Esplanade area were not to be considered as being within 
municipal limits and were therefmv imt liable to be assessed to consolidated 
rates. In this connection. Government has been informed that the Victoria 
Memorial, the Ronaldshay Hut, and buildings under the Commander, Royal 
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Engineers, Presidency and Assam Districts, are treated as part of the Maidari 
and therefore outside the ordinary taxable jurisdietion of the Corporation. 

The question of the triangular plot in front of the T(»wn Hall was referred 
to arbitration, and the award has been given that it is within the municipal 
limits and is the pro])erty of the (\ilcutta (Corporation. (Tovernment 
thereafter issued orders for the ])urehase of Hu* ])lot at the agreed price of 
Ks. d,04,08d for the payment of rent up to ilate amounting to Its. 1,06,429 
and occupier’s share of taxes about it amounting to Its. 10, odd. 

The C()r})oration’s view j)oint that the area in (luestion had ceased to 
be Esplanade be(‘ausc it was built u]) and was iio longer aii open sjiace and 
was tlierefore liable to assessment to the full consolidated rales lias been 
examined by the law offi<‘ers of the (iovernmeiit and it has been atlvised that 
tlie arrears of taxes in respeil of the (^inncil (’hamber an* not payable 
though the triangular plot is iiiclinlcd in the same compound. (lovernment 
have therefore addressed the Corporation agreeing to ])ay the arnmrs of the 
consolidated municijial rati* in resjiect of the triangular plot together with 
its rent for tlie period of its oienpation. (lovernment have also offered to 
])urchase the triangular jilot from (he (Corporation at Ks. 12,000 a rnitah 
as agreed by the (’orporation. The Cor])oratij)n has also been informed 
that tlie total amount thus due would be adjnst(‘d against the ways and 
means advances alread\ made to the Corporation. I may mention lu*re that 
tlie ways and means advances so far madi* and not yet n*paid by the 
Corporation amount to no less than 70 lakhs of rupees. As to the rest of 
the area of the (’ouncil Cliamber, (fovernment are iirejiared and have always 
been ])repari‘d to aiacpt rtaisonable terms of payment tin’ speeitic sin’vices 
rendered by the Corporation. In fact the Corporation has accepted pay- 
ments at the agreed rates for one item of such service, namely, supply of 
filtered wati*!'. We an* prepared to negotiate for the olliier remaining item, 
viz., sewerage. 

Idiesi* are all the bald facts of the case and 1 fail to understand how| 
(Tovernmeiit can be accused of not having played the game with the 
C'orjxnat ion. I wish. Sir, T could persuade myself to believe that it is a 
jidc adjournment motion desiring to eall atiinlioo to a matter ni urgi*nt 
public im})ortar;ce. What appears to me to be ically matteis of urgent 
public importanci* an* tin* health of tin* cit\ and the (|uestion wheth(*r this 
prosperous Second (nts of the Empire should tax h(*rself fully for her own 
neeils or whether the rest of this stricki'ii provima* should continm* to tax 
itself for her benefit. 1 oiijiose the motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I do not want to exercise 
ni\ light of re])ly. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question b(‘f()n* the Jlon.se is that 
the FToiise do now adjourn. 

The motion being jiiit, a division was eballenged ami taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— 17. 


Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. Khorshed A lam Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muham- 
mad Jan. 

Mr. Humayun Kabir. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohalanabish. 
Mr. B. C. MukherJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury, 


NOES— 18. 


Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. Mr. Reajuddin Bhulya. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. Mr. Moaizemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 
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Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M, 
Hossaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohammed Hossaln. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 


Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 


The House has divided. 


The Ayes beiii^ 17 and the Noes 18, the adjournment motion is 
negatived. 


The Bengal Finance Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The H ouse will now take uj) the consi- 
deration of the Bengal Finance Bill, clause by clause. 

Clause i. 

Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (i) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figure “1944 ’ in line 2, the figure “1945’^ 
be su])stituted. If my amendment is uc(‘epted the Bill would read “The 
Bengal Finance Bill, 1945” instead of “14ie Bengal Finance Bill, 1944”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Anundnu ‘lit moved that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figuri‘ “1944” in line 2, the figure “1945” 
be substituted. 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: Mr. Dejmty Bresident, Sir, in conformity 
with the usual pr(|f*edure whi<*h (Tovernment have always ad()ptt‘d with 
regard to amendments moved fnmi the Oj)])ositi(>n, may 1 reijuest the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister that he should opjiose this amendment as weliP 

The Hon’blo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I do not accept 
the charge of the honourable member tliat I am always ojiposed to amend- 
ments moved from the Opposition; and as the present amt‘ndment is an 
excellent one, 1 am prepared to ac(*ept it. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is that in sub-clause (7) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figure ”1944” 
in line 2, the figure “1945” be substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause {S) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figure “1948” the figure “1947” be 
substituted. 

Sir, it has lieen stated here tliat it shall remain in force after the 31st 
day of March, 1948. My suggestion is that this being a taxation measure 
with in(*reast*d rale of taxation, it should not be extended for three years 
till the 31st da.\ of March, 1948, but it should be brought down to 1947. 
Sir, (lovernment does not suffer in any way. (July the (iovernment need 
come with another Bill in 1947, and then if it is thought reasonable and 
proper the Legislature wdll certainly take into consideration the proposal 
of Government either for enhancing the taxation* or for further extension 
of the Act. But extension of one Act to three years seems to be a long 
jum]). In fact. Sir, a precedent ought to be established in the Province, 
as it is in the Feiitre that limiting the life of all financial measures to one 
year only. Here it will be im]>ossible tor me to change the habit of the 
Government all at once. So I am trying to bring it down by one year, 
and this, I think, will suit with their temper — by lessening the life of the 
Bill by at least one year; and my suggestion is that it should remain in 
force up till the 31st day of March, 1947. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (3) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the fif^ure “1948” the figure ‘^1947” be 
substituted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I .was goinj; to suggest that there are 
two amendments, similar in principle but slightly different so far as the 
period of the operation of the Bill is concerned. Both stand in the name of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. One wants to limit tlie operation of this Bill up 
to 1946 and the other up to 1947. Would it not be proper if the amendment 
which is more extreme were taken up first 1*^ The sec'ond amendment which 
wants to vary the Government figure by only one ycair can be takim up later. 
The procedure always is that whenever amendments are moved, those 
amendments which are more extreme and differ mort* from the original motion 
are taken first, and those which ajiproximate to the original motion are taken 
u}) later. Personally, 1 feel that I havt‘ more sympathy for amendimmt 
No. d than amendment No. 2. Amendment \o. d will not l(»gieall\ be 
moveable if amendment No. 2 has already been defeatml. The jirocedure 
always is that the amendment which is farthest from tin* original motion 
is taken up first. Therefore, I reipiest. Sir, that you will allow him to 
move aimmdment No. d fiist and th(‘ spt‘(‘(h which hi* has made may be 
tn‘ated as the s])e»*ch on amendmeni No. d, and 1 would then luive some- 
thing to say on tliat amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I would have no objection to ai*cept 
your suggestion, but wdiat J mean to say is that I will move m,\ amendment 
No. '> firht, namely, that whii'h exti*nds the Bill up to the year 1946 and 
then move my amendment No. 2, wdiiidi aims at extending the life of the 
Bill to 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You Wiinl 1(> move both ihe.iimeiwlmentsl* 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, 1 would first of all like* to move 
my amendment No. d and then w'onld eonsidm* wind her I would move my 
amendment No. 2, that is to sav, after seeing the fate of ion aimmdment 
No. d. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, do one thing. As you have 
already moved amendment No. 2, you may move aimmdmeiit .No. d also 
together. No. d wdll he put first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: V er\ well, Sir. 1 accept your sugges- 
tion. I then move that in sub-clause (J) of clause 1 of the Bill, lor the 
figure ‘T948’^ in line 2, the figure “1946” lx* substituted. 

If (iovernineiit accepts the amendment, then the\ will he following the 
precedent of the Centre. In the (Vntre the finance measure is a yearly 
measure and every year a Finance Bill has to come uj> to the Assemlily for 
the consent of the House. I suggest that this healtliy precedent should 
also be created by tlie Ilondile Finance Ministi*!* here and in that event, 
instead of the life of the Bill being extended uj) to the -list Marcli, 1948, 
it will continue to exist onl,\ up to the dNt Mandi, 1946. With these 
W'ords, I move my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause 
(S) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figure “1948” in line 2, the fi|gure 
‘G946” be substituted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg to sipiport the amendnif^nt and for 
reasons which I think are well knowui to the House. There an* two 
different considerations for which I prefer amendment No. d to amendment 
No. 2, There is, first of all, tlie general question of ])rinci]de. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister had to agree on the last occasion that if the 
convention of annual Finance Bill could be established in this House, it 
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would be definitely an improvement upon the technique of administering 
the ])rovim*e. We have the system of annual Finance Bills or Supply Bills 
in the British Parliament. Something analogous to that, though not quite 
identical, obtains even in the Central Legislature. It has been found that 
this kind of scrutiny over the annual expenditure gives the legislature 
control over administration which it does not otherwise have. So far as 
members of this House are concerned, such procedure would have a special 
value. Members of this JL»use often feel that they cannot exenuse^ that 
control over the administration of the province which tliey desire. 
also feel that such control would conduce to the better adminisiraticni of the 
province. I'hey are, however, tied down because of certain provisions in 
tlie (joveiaiment of India Act. So far as voting on demands is coiicerned, 
we are not entith‘d to vote on demands for particular grants. There is, 
however, nothing in the Government of India Act which would juevent us 
from voting on supplies. If this principle of annual Sujqily Bills were 
•once accepted, the Legislative Council would immediately secure a control 
over the ex])enditures of Government: not perhaps directly, but through 
scrutiny of the sources of revenue. 

I think honourable members of this House would welcome soine such 
K^heck on Government, specially in view of what has hapi>ened (luring the 
last two or three years. The charge of corruption has been rife all over 
the province. The Honourable Finance Minister in his speech yesterday 
admitted, though with some umount of regret, but nevertheless he admitted 
that there was corruption everywhere in this ]>rovince. He also had to 
admit that it couhl not la* checked unless thei’t* t‘\isted what he described as 
a feeling of greai(‘r unity among the peoj)l(‘ of the provima*, not only inside 
but also (Uitside the legislature. The Finance Minister al<o admitted that 
•corrui)tion could not be checked so long as a party Gov(*rn merit was in 
power. He did not say this in exactly so many words but he felt that if 
there was a feeling of unity and a greater sense of resjxmsiliilit y in the 
legislature and outside, then an all-parti(*s Government, a lejuesentative 
Government, would have been a fact in Bengal. 

If it is not a fact, he admits by implication that tluue is a failure in 
the sense of r’csponsihil ity and duly. And the numiher of llie Govcinim‘nt 
cannot (‘scajie the censurv implied. I would ask th(' Hon’hle Finance 
Minister one (piestion. Since he admits that without an all-])arty Govern- 
ment, without a <jovt‘rnment which would be inde[)end(‘nt of the sU])port 
of partisans corrutition cannot be eradicated, ma> I ask what has he done 
to bring into being such an all-|)ar(y Ministry Partisans are uncertain 
^juantities. A jiarty (lovernment depemding on t(mij>orar\ and fluid >U])j)ort 
cannot clu'ck the corruption and dishomvsty irr Bengal. Fven the best of 
Ministers arc forced to bow down to the wishes of some who are out for 
miscliief. Therv ar’c Ministers and Ministers. The best among them 
cannot den\ that they have to connive at things, because oth(*rwise they 
would not find themselves in the position in which they are todav. Is it 
not a fact that memb(*rs—.some of them belonging to the Legislature — have 
»suddenl\ t r’ansj(*rrcd tlimnselves from one side to the other because certain 
criminal ])i’oceedings were pending again^t th(*mi^ Those criminal jiro- 
<*eedings ha\e betui drojifred or allowed to be dro])ped of evi(b‘nce sup- 
juessc.l because Hon'ble Ministers had to give pi*otection to thi‘ir jiroteges:^ 
That is surely what the Hon’ble Finance Minister had in mind when he 
said that if there had been greater jniblic leelirrg and unity and more 
loyalty to the intervst of the prvoince, therv would have been a non-party 
G(»verument in Bengal. 

The non-existence of a non-party Government shows that thei*e is a 
failure in public demand. In this House we have not been able to exert 
that pressure on Government which should be exerted. Not only the 
Finance Minister but other MinistervS also admit that criticisms made in 
this House are aften sounder and more constructive than criticisms made 
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elsewhere. This House has however no control over the finance of the pro- 
vince because tlie members here cannot vote on demiimls. But if the 
annual Supply Bills were there, if Financial Bills are renewable annuallv, 
the House will be able to control the sources of supply. The llonTde 
Finance Minister has liimself admited that this procedure should be 
followed. The European Party also feel, and they admit this in private 
conversation, that if there are annual Fiimme Bills, — Bills renewable every 
year, it will go a long way towards checking the corruption and malad- 
ministration from which Bengal is suffering today. Tins is the chief reason 
why I supjmrt the amendment for extending the Bill only to 

One argument against such pnwedure is often bi'ought up by the 
Finance Minister and by some of his supporters. If the Bill is annually 
renewed, it will, they say, take a long time to get it through. But they 
forget that the Bill would be a one-clause Bill. The anticipated dilliculty 
can easily be overcome. The Finance Bill would lu‘ a om‘-clause Bill 
w’hich will remain in force up to a particular date. The amending Bill 
would be only a small one — that in plaee of one figure. liMo, am^ther figure, 
194G, may be substituted. Such Bills can be carried tlirough within a very 

short time during the currency of the session either in thi< J Boise or in the 

Ijcgislative A*^scinb]\. In an\ <‘asc, thtoc is the cxamjih' of tln‘ British 
Parliament and the (Vntral liCgislature. They lairrv thiough sueii Bill 
cve]\\ year, and >urcl\, it ilie British Parliaimmt can maria^i* to <lo so, 
why not the Bengal Legislature? After all, can any one deny (hat the 
House of (’(Oimions is far more important and has a far heavier iirogramme? 
(The Hoirble Mr. Tri.si (.Ti.vndiu (Ljswvmi: (Question.) If the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister thinks that tin* Bengal liegisiatnrc is as important as 
the House of Pommoiis, and that lit* holds as im])ortaiii a position a.', the 
rhancellor of the I'lxchetpier of the British Ihirliamenl, lit* is \M*lconu* to 
his phantasy. I wish 1 could agree with him, but tacts art* lacts. 'riu* 

world will laugh at him if lit* usurps the fiin<*tion or importanct* of the 

British Chancellor of Exchetjner in the prcst*iil (‘onditions. I sinccrt‘l\ 
wdsh that the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister tif tin* <iovt*rnm(*nt of Bengal 
were enjoying the saint* status as tht* (Miarieelloi’ ol l'.\ch»‘(|iit‘!‘ oi I he 
Britisli La rl ia inciil . ikM in lii^ own esi iniat ion, but in tin* (‘slimahon of 
liis fcl low-ecMiiit rviCiOi and in tin* iinaf ioit n| the world. I u i'^l; I eould 
agree with liini. but 1 have to statt* with ver\ great regret that (iiilit* 
contrarx is the cast*. His contention rcmirnls tme of the storx of tht* ch‘jdiant 
and the frog. 

Nt)w, Sir, 1 return to the tpiestitui t)f principle. If the Britisli Pailia- 
meiit or the Central licgislatiirc can manage to gt‘t through an annual 
Finance Bill every year, then* is no rt‘ason why the Bengal lit'gi.slal iiit* 
wliicli sits for fairly Itmg periods should md also he able to get through a 
single-clause Bill. 

There is also a tiuestitui tif exjiediency to which 1 woubl diavv the nllen- 
tion t)f this Htiuse. The expedit‘ncy relates in tin* very abnormal iim(*'^ in 
which we find tuir.selves. This Bill was introduced at a time when 'ontli- 
tions were unusual and serious in Bt*ngal. Since the tmihreak n\ xvar wt* 
have been living tlirough abimrmal limes. Ntiw it seems that thost* dark 
and evil days are drawing to a eltise, stumer i>erhaps than many of us d;ire 
to hope. Conditions of tramiuility will soon return. The evil m(‘mor;t‘s 
of the war wdth its attendent cruelties will become a thing of the jiast. In 
such circumstances, when better times are coming, 1 do not set* an\ reason 
why the Finance Minister must lay heavy burdens on tlic ]»ro\incc pmiia 
nently. The period of the darkest tribulations is, we hope, over. Nobodv 
can projihesy the exact date. In such matters prtipliecy is dangerous Imt 
We hope that perhaps by the next annual budget, shall be living under 
conditions which w^ould be materially different from the (‘oiiditions now’. 

In such circumstances, how is it that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
desires that the life of this Bill should be prolonged, not for the duration 
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of the war, but also for a period considerably long after? 31st March, 
IMS, is still far away. I do not think that anybody except Hen- Hitler and 
his supporters would say that the war would continue till 1948. I do not 
know why the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has also a predilection for 31st 
March, 1948. Is it an admission of the validity of such claims? So long 
as we can reasonably hope that normal conditions will soon return, *liere 
iH no reason whatsc^eyer for extending tlie life of this Bill to 1948. It 
would be enough if it is extended to 1946. If necessary, the Hon’l)le the 
finance Minister could review the Bill at the end of that period. He 
could carrj^ the Bill through the two Houses w-ithin a short period. 

With these words, 1 support the motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI; Sir, 1 am sorry I 
am unable h) accei)t either of the two amendments. A< regards the annual 
Finance Bills, I have said more than once in this House that 1 have every 
sympathy with the desire for the establishment of a j)rocedure similar to that 
which obtains in the Central Legislature. But even there the life of some 
financial Bills is more than one year. Now, as regards the establishment 
of a procedure similar to the one which obtains at New Dellii, I may say 
that I had examined tlie possibility of (‘stablishing such a jirocedure here, 
but I encountered certain constitutional difficultis of which 1 gave some 
indication on a previous occasion in this House. 

As regards the ])reseni Bill, I claim that this Bill does not impose much 
hardshi]) on the ])eople. Secondly, w(‘ do not think that we shall be able 
to stabilise our finances in less than thr(*e years. Honourable members 
will realise that Bengal will take some time to readjust h(-rsell and three 
years is not a very long time. To be brief, let me say that we have j)re- 
cedents of Bills enact(‘d by this Legislature, naimdy, Act XXI\' of 19124, 
Act XIX of 1931, Act VIIT of 1938, and so on. I hope the lL)Use will 
reject both the amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: May I take it, Mr. Das, that you 
withdraw your amendment No. 2? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Aes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. Is it the pleasure ol the House to grant 
the honourable member leave to w-ithdraw his amendment? 

The amendment was then, by leave of the Hou^e, withdrawn. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRECEDENT: The (piestion Indore tlie House is that 
in sub-clause u'i) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figure “1948” in line 2, 
the figure “194()” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRECEDENT: The question before the IIousi* is that 
claus<‘ 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion w-as agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that in sub-clause (1) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the pro]) 0 .sed item (/) be omitted. 

That is to wsay, that the entries “is more than three annas but is not more 
than four antias — half an anna’’ should be omitted altogether, so that 
tickets of that value will not bear any tax. 
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My reasons for this amendment are these: ainuseiiieiit is neressary tor 
all people, and particularly for the labourers, and for those who are in the 
lowest stratum of society. Tliey take advantajye of the lowest class of tickets 
offered in the cinemas and other places of amusement by paying three annas 
only, as they are not in a position to pay more they "should not be taxed. 
Their amusement capacity should not l>e taxed; relaxation is necessarv 
and for the good of their health they should attend at ter a hard day’s 
labour some sort of amusement once a week or so and as they can only go 
in for tickets whose minimum jirice is three annas only, they shouhl not 
be taxed and thereiore m.\ suggestion is that this new rate of tuxati(fn 
should be omitted. \\ ith these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ame ndment movcil : that in sub-(dause 
(/) of clause 2 of the Bill, the proposed item (/) be omitted. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : Sir, 1 u h(deheartedl> 
support the amendment and would like to say that though 1 do not like to 
tax at all the people who attend cinema houses on payment oi tliret' or four 
annas but I must express myself against tlie proposed incn‘ased taxati«»n 
ol these classes of peo])le, for the main n‘ason that aitei all these poo?’ 
people can perhaps afford to go to a cinema only after witIvs m* months. 
Therefore taxation of people of this sort is most undesirable. Amusement 
tax was really intended to tax those peojde who could afford to pa\ the tax 
but as you go on, down to the lowest rung of the ladder, you find tin* 
])oorest class of people who enjoy their little amuseimmls in tlu‘ evening, 
and Government is now going to increase the tax in resiiect of these i»eople. 
You can tax higher and higher up, the richer and tin* riidiesl (dasses by 
higher and yet higher amounts but you should Jiot tax tin* poorest class ot 
people. Therefore, Sir, you cannot reasonably expect a \ery larg(‘ amount 
of money out of this tax nor should you deprive the poor p(‘oph‘ of oppor- 
tunities of amusing themselves. I would rather like to say that soim* ol 
the other classes of amusement should be taxiMl moie, as foi- instance, tin* 
turf, — the betting. They have also come tinder the taxation no doubt but 
you could have taxed tliem mindi mon* than what you have done. But 
here you have not spared the poorest (dass of jx'ople even from ihi.s half 
anna tax. I would therefore reipiesl the h’imuici* Aliriister to reconsid<*]‘ 
the ])ositi<m and then gi\(‘ u]> this taxation as against the^e pooi’ ])eo])le. 
These people who used to earn five to eight annas a day lormerly may now 
earn one rupee or two rupees a day but at the same tiim* their cost of 
living has gone uj) three times also ami they can hardly have two S(juar(‘ 
meals a day; and if these people desin* to have some amusements now and 
then they wdll have to collect immev foi’ we(d^s bidoridiand before they can 
expect to have any amusement. So that is an aspect of the mattm- wdiiidi 
I believe has escaped the consideration of the llon’ble finance inisier. 
I therefore sujiport this amendment and submit that ifiis (dausi- (/) should 
be entirely omitted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, in sujiporting this amendnumt ol 
my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das I am liable to b(‘ misunderstood. Tlie 
present Bill is an ideal measure of taxation and worthy of support and il 
the activities of the jiresent Governiiient had not the semblance of hiigt* 
fraud and if it were not so lost to all sense of dt'cency as to liave dealt out 
contracts for boat construction to the value of nearly 8 crf»res of rupees 
without inviting tenders in the press — a step which a mercantile house 
cannot even contemplate for hundredth ]>art of the business, J for one would 
have voted with the Government in this matter. But in the presimt cir- 
cumstances we cannot trust the Ministry wdth a rupee. Not a sparrow 
falls in any part of the province but the Government can make money out 
of the event and yet comes for more. To cite an illustration, it is at the 
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present moment making a profit of more than 13 lakhs of rupees per month 
ont of the poor man’s salt as the following figures will prove: — 


l*urchase ])rice of hundred 

Government duty 

Fort Commissioner’s toll 

Value of 50 bags 

Boat hire 

Delivery charges 


Es. a. 

maunds of salt .... 3(M} 0 

... 150 4 

5 7 

... 21 0 

... 15 0 

5 0 


502 11 


This is the cost of 100 maunds and multiplying it by 2 we get Rs. 1,(M)5-G. 
value of 200 maunds, /.e., the value of 100 hags. Tlieretore the value of 
1 bag is Es. 10-0-0. Now, Sir, the selling price per hag is Es. 12-L So 
profit in one hng is Es. 2-3-3 and profit in 0 lakhs hags consumed in a 
month in Bengal now is Es. 13i lakhs in lound figures. 

Seats of more than thn‘e annas hut, less than 4 anna^ in a cinema are 
available only in \illage shows and are patronised hy ])()or rustics and the 
amendment se(‘ks to st<»j) this additional <lrain hy the (hn eminent, 'riiese 
cinemas in the countryside an* ruining the pool’ peojjh* and the lat(‘ Sir 
1*. ('. Ka\ nnc(‘ w Idle that coins nnnked uith \erinillioii and ap])arently 
stcden hy wicked hoys from their mot Inn s or grandinotheis’ f 

/.c., <’an(‘ boxes form(‘d a largt* j)art of the colhM’tion^. 4’hcit, Intwever. 
does not contim* its(df to the family cinde hut heconic'' rampant in tin* 
whole villages round tin* citnuna ctnnp and conscitmtous Disin’rt Ollicers 
have been found on tire petition of local gt*ntr,\ to stop tin (‘xhihitirm. If 
tlicK* h(* no consideration of (lovernment re\enuc being lo^t. tin* task ot 
such otliccrs will hi* ia< i!itat(‘d. 

The (lovernnnmt has not yet taken steps tor ])re\entinL: smoke nuisaiu’e 
within the auditorium which is repulsiNe to non-smok(*rs and is jmsitivelv 
iiijuiious to general ln‘alth in a crowded, (dosed cov(‘red plac(‘. The sutTer- 
ing of women and children on this account is very great iinh'cd. It (*an 
he easily arranged that smokers may go into tin* corridois or outsidt* the 
camps and smoke to their hearts content. Many diseases spread in this 
tropical climate due to this had juactice. I supjiort the amendment because 
I am against this measure which should be renewed every year. But these 
things should he attended to and attention should he given hy Government 
so that the measure becomes u helpful one and wo cannot support Ministry 
on very many grounds. With these words I support the amendment o'f 
my friend Mr. Jailit Chandra Das. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I opiose the 
motion. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: That 
in sub-clause (7) of clau.se 2 of the Bill, the proposed item (?) be omitted. 
(The amendment was negatived.) 


DA8: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub-clause 
(/) ot clause 2 of the Bill, in the 2nd (olumn of the proposed item (//), for 
the words “half an anna” the word “nil” be substituted. 


. ***’’■ 1 °^’’ o'''T AineiKlinent moved ; tluit in sulwlause 

(i^ of clavise 2 ot the Bill, m the 2nd column of the proposed item (A, for 
the words “half an anna” the word “nil” he substituted. 


The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. ‘ ^ 
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iif* DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Tlxe question before the House is: that 
in sub-clause { 1 ) of clause 2 of the Bijl, in the 2n(l eolunin of the proposed 
item (i), for the words “half an anna’* the word “nil” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. I beg to move : that in sub-clause 
( 1 ) of tlaurte 2 of the Bill, in the 2nd column of the proposed item (//), for 
ihe words “one anna” the words “half an anna'’ be sui)sti luted. 

In doing so, 1 desire to say that up to four annas there should be no 
tax. ihat IS, the ]K)oi‘est class of the pt'oph* wlio avail tlnmi’^eives of (lie 
amusement occasionally ma> not be taxed. The tii'kt‘ts should be halt’ an 
anna and not one anna. That is all 1 have to say. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESjDENT: Amendnu •nt iuommI: that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 2 of the Bill, in tlic 2nd column of the jiiopo^ed ittun (//), 
for the words “one anna” the words “half an anna” be snbstitutt‘d. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Mr. Deputy President, 
Sir, the amendment jiroposes to redu(‘e the tax iiom om* anna to half an 
anna in res])ect to the tickets between tlu‘ value of annas lour and eight. 
Now, 1 would support it, Sir, on the simpl(‘ ground that tlii.s is also tin* 
jioor peojde’s tickets and you should charge \our tax as lillh* as pract icablt*. 
But in this connection I would nunind the lIoiThh* thi‘ h'inance Minislei 
that having regard to the condition ol Bmigal today, lu* perhajis would not 
get much amlience in tlie cinemas, because tor want ol (doth the wommi 
folk cannot go out of the house and ail(‘r a l(‘\\ months it would be 
im])ossib!e lor any woman to conn* out ot the hous(‘ lar less to attmid a 
cinema, it may be that even the menhdk would attend the (dnemas with 
theij- loin cloth. Naturall.y, we would exjuMd very litth* iu(*ome fi’om this 
source on whicdi you aie going to impos(* an additional tax. Ihdter consult 
lh(‘ Civil Sujiplies i)e])artm(‘nt and make* an early provision foi* supply of 
cloth t(j th(^ j)eo])l(* of Bengal and tlien without any incrennmt (d tax you 
will find larger income on old rate. I ladieve one of tin* main reasons tor 
the smaller income on this head is due to want oi (dothing. It is no use' 
trying to increase the rate of tax, but you can, if you like, have a gri‘at(‘r 
income at the same rate of taxation, and the situation of Bengal to-day 
is such that it is extremely difticult to make j)eoj)le amusement mind<Mf. 
From morning till evening peojde are running alter one commodity or 
another, and they are out to att(*iid the ration simps to have tht*ir rice' and 
sugar and otlier commodities, and they have to stand in (|ueu(*s for an 
hour before they can get their ration. Then you haye the diificulty of 
ki‘rosene oil and the difficulty of domestic coke or coal and over and above* 
you have got the difficulty of cloth. Then you liayi* got to attend yenir 
duty or (dtice or avocation or whatever it may be, and tliis takes you from 
half.past 9 in the morning to half-jiast 0 in the evening, and then as soon 
as you come back home you are met with demands from the housewdfe with 
regard to other necessary articles. So where is the time for going to the 
amusement houses? That is the position that you gentlemen, you Hon Tile 
Ministers have created to-day in Bengal, and you are not at all concerned 
with the granting of any relief to these people on this matter, but you 
glibly come before this House with proposals of taxation. I think before 
you come for sanction on the head of taxation you should have been able 
to give some relief to these people of Bengal and also to find out ways and 
means to help us in our difficult times. You are alw^ays referring to the 
abnormal income of the people owing to the war, but you forget that this 
abnormal income does not help the people in the least, because if you draw 
a proportion you wdll find that the income of the people has incVeasiHl in 
the same proportion as the cost of living has increased. Perhaps the cost 
ot living has increased much more than the income. Therefore, Sir, I 
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would submit that this is not the proper time for the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to come with a taxation Bill like this and to tax the people at 
such a high area. I would suggest tliat if at all any taxation is necessary 
that taxation ought to be at such a reasonable rate as is practicable. I 
find that the ])reHent rate that has been proposed is too much and ought to 
be reduced to its half. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. Sir, would it be proper for me to suggest tliat my lionoiirable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das might move all the rest of his amendments 
on clause 2 together, because they relate to tlie fixation of rates. The 
reductions proposed are on a ])articular basis. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; What is it you want me to do? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 wus suggesting 
that the honourable member might move all the other amendments 
standing in his name. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: ]3ut there is some difficulty. I will 
just explain it to you. If I could I would Jiave acceded to your retiuest. 

Wh at I liiiv’e decided to do is this: I shall move my amendments Nos. 8 
and !) only, and I won’t move any of my amendmenls from 1(1 to 18. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: All right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg io move thal in sub-clause (1) 
of clause 2 of the Bill, in the 1st column of tlie proposed item [m), for 
the words “twelve annas’’ the words “one rupee” be sub>titiited. 

My reason is this : a variation has been made in ihe gradation o{ tlie 
tax witli regard to persons who will have to pay difierent rates in tlie sluipo 
of annas and half annas. For instance, in item {in) to clause 2 the entries 
are: is eight annas or more but is less than twelve annas — two annas. 1 
want to do away with the figure of 12 annas and want to make the whole 
thing as eight annas to one rupee, into one section, in which the taxation 
would be similar, and not siinjily a variation of four annas e^di ; that is 
to say, my amendment would embrace tickets jiriced at from annas eiglit 
to rupee one within the same rate. 1 suggest that the gradation of twelve 
annus from eight annas be done away with, and instead of two grades 
between eight annas and one rupee, there should be one grade only. So 
that tickets worth eight annas to one rujiee will pay a tax of two annas 
only instead of two annas and tliree annas according to (jovernjiiejit’s 
gradation; that is, ei»ht annas and one rujiee tickets should be taxed 
uniformly. That is what 1 mean, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment jiiovcd : that in sub-clause 
(1) of clause 2 of the Bill, in the 1st column of the projiosed item (///), 
for the words “twelve annas” the words “one rujiee” be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I want to support the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Das, jiroposing that persons going to 
cinema houses and paying eight annas to one ru[»ee lor a ticket will be 
liable to pay a tax of twm annas. 1 think honourable members would agree 
with me that it is generally the middle class jieople who go to cinema 
houses after the b)ils in the day and want some enjoyment in the cinema 
houses if possible. If you tax such people to the utmost the c inema owners 
will realise the tax over and above the amount that they realise as their 
share. Therefor the cinema owners won’t be affected but" it is the ])ersons 
actually visiting the shows who will be affected. The jiioposal which Mr. 
Das made that there should be no distinction so far as the tax to be realised 
from people paying a fee of eight annas to one rupee is concerned and 
that the tax in both cases should be tw'o annas instead of what is proposed 
in the Bill ought to be accepted by the House. With these words I 
support the amendment. 
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Tha Hoifble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 

motion. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in sub-clause (I) of clause 2 of the Bill, in the first column of the proposed 
item (m), for the words ^‘twelve annas’' the words “one rupee” be 
substituted. 

(^The amendment was negatived.) 

Mft LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause {1) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, in the 2nd column of the proposed item (///), for the 
words ‘Hwo annas” the words “one anna” be substituted. 

Sir, as 1 have already said, there should be ont‘ uiiiiorm taxation of 
persons paying annas twelve and the rate should be one anna and not two 
annas. 

MTi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moyed : that in sub-clause 
(1) ol clause 2 of the Bill, in the eoluinii of the proposed itein(m), for the 
words ‘*tw’o annas” the words “one anna” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir. 1 (ippose the 
amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in 
sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, in the 2nd column of the proposed 
item (ill), for the words “two annas” the words “one anna” be substituU^d. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
(dause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Clause d stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 beg to move that in clause d of the 
Bill, in item {i) of the proposed sub-section {l)(a), for the words “fifteen 
units” the words “twenty-five units” be substituted. Here what we find in 
clause d is — “So long as this Act remains in force, for article (7) of the 
rates of duty specified in the First ScJiedule to the Bengal Electricity 
Duty Act, 19d5, the following article shall be deemed to be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(7) In respect of all premises not falling under article (2 ) — 

(a) when the net charge of the licensee for the supply of energy for 
the purpose of lights or fans or both, does not exceed three annas 
for each unit of energy consumed, as follows, namely: 

In the case of a consumer whose consumption of energy during the 
month to which the calculation of duty relates 

(t) does not exceed fifteen units — Nil,”. 

I only want that exemption should be allowed up io 25 units instead 
of 15 units. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause of 
the Bill, in item (i) of the proposed sub-section (l){a), for the words “fifteen 
units” the words “twenty-five” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I believe the 
honourable member through this amendment wants the exclusion of men 
who have poor incoun- but w’ho consume electric energy. But I think the 
fixation of 15 units as the minimum of exemption will relieve them all. It 
seems to me that that is enough protection to the poor people. I oppose it 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tlie queiition before the House is; that 
in clause 3 of the Bill, in item (i) of the proposed sub-section tfito) for the 
words “fifteen units” the words “twenty-five” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move : tliat in clause ot 
the Bill, in item (it) of the proposed sub-section (/)(//). lor the word 
“fifteen’* the words “twenty-five” be substituted. 

If my amendment is accepted it will read “Exceeds 25 units bin does 
not exceed 50 units — six pies for each unit of energy consumed”. That is 
what my amendment seeks to provide. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in (danse d ot 
the Bill, in item (it) of the proposed sub-section for the word 

“fifteen” the words “twenty-five” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 opjiose the 

amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in clause d of the Bill in item (ii) of the proposed sub-section (1){a), for 
the words “fifteen” the words “twenty-five” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. The question before the House : that 
clause d stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clausen 4 and 6. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is: that 
clauses 4 and 5 stand part of the Bill. 


('Idle motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with vour permission, 1 ])eg to 
move a short-notice amendment, namely, that in the short title ot Hi]] 
for the figure 1944, the figure I94ri he substituted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendm ent moved that in the short 
title of the Hill, for the figure “1944” the figure “1945” be suhstituled. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: This heading is 
part of the Bill. It is so eonsequential that I think that there is no 
necessity for that amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But it is within your Bill; and in order 
to make our amendments consistent you should acce])t this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: All right, I anept 
the amendment, although it is not necessary. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the short 
title of the Hill, for the figure “1944” the figure “1945” be substitut(‘d. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the title and preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 think the general discussion 
chould stand over till to-morrow. The general rule is that the third read- 
ing should be taken u)) on the next day. The exercise of discretion by the 
Chair should not be arbitrary, and it should be made only in exceptional 
eases. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: May I submit. Mi 
that since the House has accepted the Bill hi toto, and since the Bill should' 
become law hx the 1 4th .Xpril, it is somewhat urgent that we take up the 
third reading to-day? 



1946 .] 


BENGAL TENANCY RILL. 


270 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, the otter day 1 got a Bill passi^d in wliirli tlic tivst, second and third 
readings were taken up in one day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, ml* ♦j7 <>1 {In- (’«»uiicil l^roct^duro 
Rules ruTi.s as follow> : — 

‘‘(7) It uo anieiidiuent is made to the elaust*< ot a Hill alter a motion 
that a Bill be taken into eoiiNideiatit^n has been as»i’eed to bv the 
CouiKiil, a motion that the Bill he passed ma\ be made at once 
without notiee. 

( 2 ) If any amendment be made, an> member may tibjeet to the passing 
of the Bill at the same meeting; and siieh objection shall pre- 
vail, unless tile President in e^cereise ot his powers to suspend 
tills rule allows the motion that tlie Hill be ]>ass(‘d to be made. 
(J) Where the objection prevails, the Hill shall be brought forward 
again at a future meeting, and may then be passed with or 
without further amendment." 

Now, Sir, I do not think that the matter is m> vtuy nrgtmt oi tliat any 
emergeuey has arisen that \ou sln>uld exeieiso youi disci idion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ma\ i haxc tin ojunion (d tin* Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition*' I do not want aip\ interjuctation of the rules 
but simply bis opinion as to whether the tliinl reading of the Hill should 
be taken up today or postponed. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I iua\ that as the movers ot the 
anieiiduiciiN uiij^hf have to sa\ something on the i(‘p]it‘s givni against 
tliem. and .i" iioiiouralilt* nn-niber*' n ho ha\e suppoilvd iln* ainondments may 
Lave soiin'tliing luitlnT to >a\ in loperi dI' tlx- Bill, | think it is but fair 
that tin* ihii'd nsnling ol the Hill la- postponed nil t toinni t»\\ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: As <u.ly 7 oi S nmiut:‘s are 
lett, I do not lliink, Sii, \ou m'iouM rxor: isc \our disf-nUiou t(t iclax tin* 
rule. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In view (d tin* voia .slioit lime that is 
at our disposal toda\ lor discussing the third leadiiiL* ot tin- Hill am] in 
view of the importance of the Itill, it being a l’'iMain-(‘ JHII, and tmt of 
d(‘teience to the ^\ i‘'ln*«< ot the t Ippo-vitnui. though tie* (’hair has jiowi*!’ to 
relax the rule on the stibjVct, in ihi- case I do not oxercise that power. So 
the third reading is postponed nil toinoriow. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I have your 
permission to move that the Bengal Ti'iiancy j Aineinlmciil ) Hill, 1945, lie 
referred to a Select (Committee consisting of the toljowing metnberti : — 

Mr. Nui Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Lhowdhury, 

Mr. Hamidiil Hue] (Jhowflhury, 

Mr. Miikleswar Ralima^, 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdbury, 

Mr. OiT, 

Mr. Shrish Tandra (’hakraverti, 

Rai Bahadur Brojeridra Mohon Moitra, 

Mr. Bankini t’handra Alukherpee, 

Mr. Kboreshed Alam Chowdhurv, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by tlie 'Hst August, 1945. and that 
the number of members necessary to form a (luoruin shall be four 
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It is a very simple Bill and aims at amending section 49K of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act and bringing the aboriginal tenants in the same position as in 
the Bihar Tenancy Act. 

I hope the motion will be accepted by the House. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Sir. nia) 1 move a .>liort-iiorice amend- 
ment, namely, that my own name be inserted in place ot that of Mr. Orr? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I accept the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in the Select Committee personnel the name of Mr. Orr he sabsututed by 
that of Mr. W. B. O. liuidlaw. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

I will now put the main motion as amended : — 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Tenamiy 'Amendment) 
Bill, 1945, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the following 
members ; — 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hami<l Ghowdhurv, 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Mr. Mukhlesai Itahman, 

Mr. Moazzeraali Chowdhurv. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

Rai Bahadur Brojendraniohan Moitia, 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjet*, 

Mr. Khorshed Alam (9iowdhurv, and 
tJie mover, 

with instnndions to submit the report bv the .‘HmI .\ugust, 1945, and that 
the number of members neeessary h> constitute a ([uonim sliall be four. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 

The House now stands adjourned till 1-dO p.ni. lomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The CcmiK'il then adjourned till 1-30 j).m. on Wednesday, the 14th 

March, 1945. 

Members absent. 

'llie tolhnNirjg member^ were absent from tiu‘ meeting, held on the 13th 
March, 1945: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nazir uddin xlhmad. 

(2) Khan Suliib I 'and uddin Ahme<l 

(3) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(4) Khun Bahadur N. Amiu. 

(5) Mr. K. Buksh. 

(G) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofrau. 

(7) Mr. M. E. Jaipuria. 

(8) Maulaua Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Furs.Hell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Mr. S. N. Saiiyal. 

, (14) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar, 

(15) The Honn»le Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 
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The Covncil met iu the Legislative ('hamber 4>t tlie Ije^rislative Build* 
iiig, Caleutta, on Wednesday, the 14th Alareh, IIM.*). at 1-40 p.in. being 
I he sixteenth day of the First Session of 104‘). ])ursna!it to section (<i ) 

of the (Toveriimeut of India Act, 19*40. 

Mr. l)ej)uty President (Khan Bahadur Auori. II\miu Chowohuuy, 
i.p.) was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Officers in charge of districts in Bengal. 

58. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the llon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home De])artment be jileased b) state — 

(a) the total number of Kuro]K‘aii oth<ers at present in charge of dis- 
tricts in Bengal : 

(h) the total nuinl>er (»t Hindu oiiicers at present in chaige of districts; 
and 

(c) the total numlHO* of Muslim oHicers at present in change ol districts ^ 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behair 
of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (^/) T^ve]ve. 

(h) Seven. 

(r) Eight. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be j)leased to state how many of these officejs belong to the l.(\S. 
and how many to the B.O.S.y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state how many of thejo ha\e |mt in 1(1 years ot 

service in the province!" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The majoiit> ui them 1 think 
have })ut in 10 years service. 

Maternal mortality in Bengal. 

50. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chaige of the 
Public Health and liocal Self-Government Department be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that maternal mortality in Bengal is higher than that in othei 
Provinces of India ? 

(h) Is it a fact that child mortality in 4 months of liM4 was 4,410 under 
one year, and 3,777 betw^een 1 and 5 years In (!alcuffa, while if was 57 ])er 
cent, in England f 

(r) Is it a fact that a scheme to reduce or pie\ent maternal mortality was 
prepared and accepted by the Government of Bengal, but was not given effect 
to as n‘cnmmended by the Health Survey Committee? 

(J) Is it a fact that the Government of Bengal have not taken any atepe 
to reiluc(‘ or ]>revent maternal or child mortality in Bengal? 

32 



/ 14th March, 


282 QUESTIONS ANV ANSWEUS. 

Mr. K. €. ROY CHOWDHURY (on Mialf of the HonWe Khan 
Bahadur Maufvi Jalaluddin Ahriiad): ia) Thin h not so uniformly. 

{0.) The question is indeliiiite. it is not understood to which 4 months 
of 1944, the tigures 4,410 and 3,777 relate, and on what basis the figure 57 
per cent, in England has been calculated. 

(r) No. 

{(1) No. A scheme fo] ojganising mat^Tiiity and child welfare services 
in Bengal was ajiproved and accepted by Government in 1939, and a good 
number of maternity and ( hild welfare centres have already been establisned. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what was the child mortality in the first four months of 1944 in Calcutta 
between the age of one year and five years? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 1 am afraid, 1 w’ant notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the (*xaet figure ol ])ercentage for maternal mortality foi 
Bengal and other provinces — arising out of (^/)? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWHURY: I want noti(‘e. That information is 
not here. I shall hav(‘ to procure it. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be ])leased to state how man\ maternity homes have lie(*u o])eii(‘d 
by Government ami how many homes aia- run at Goverrnnent exi>ense? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: A large number ol maternity centres 
have been opem‘(i. But for the exact number I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Is it not a fa< t that 
maternity centres already opened hase been opene<l by the local self- 
governing instil utioiis, •'Uch as District BoanU and muLiic*i])alities? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I uant notice 
Infant mortality in Bengal. 

60. Mr. NUR AHMED: («) Will the ILon'hle Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Governimml l>(*j»artim nt be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that the ini ant morlallty in Bengal is higher as compared to 
that of England and America? 

(5) If so, do the Go\ernment propose to establish a ('hildren’s Bureau 
on the lines ot similar Bureau in America to in\estigate and report upon all 
matter.s pertaining to the weltare of < hildnm and child life among all classes 
of [>eople of Bengal (‘speeiall\ to investigate into such (piestions as infant 
mortality, birth rates, orphanages, daiigeious occupation, disea.ses of children, 
legislation aflccling cliildren, publications dealing with different phases of 
child uelfart', to conduct bab\ week, cam])aig‘n by travelling child welfare 
clinics and health units? 

(c) If not , why not ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: {a) Yes. 

(h) The question of establishing a ('hildron’s Bureau on the lines of thosa 
in more advanced ('ountries will be con.sidered when data are available 
regarding infant mortality, birth rates, diseases of children, etc., after 
necessary investigation for which a beginning has already been made by the 
opening of a maternity'and child welfare section under the Director of Public 
Health. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Deaths in Bengal in 1M1>44. 

61i Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: AVill tlip Hon'hli* Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government department be pleased to 
state the number of deaths in Bengal, mouth bN month and (liatrict bv 
.listrict, in 1941, 1942, 1943 an.l 1944 i- 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: A state- 
ment furnishing the information as iar irs available is laid in the Library. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, 1 gave iiolict* tvt a short-notict' 
question on the Ji8tb February 194b, regarding inushinl oil, and you have 
juliriitted the question. 

Mfa DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That question lias been sent tt> the 
Department eoncerned. 

The HonHile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When was this question 
submitted ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: On the 28th last 
Adjoummant Motion. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, 1 gave notii^e of 
an adjournment motion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am eoming to that. I have received 
notice of an adjournment motion from Rai Bahadur Keshab i^handru 
Baiierji which runs as follows: I'hat this Council do adjourn its business to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importame, namt'ly, nejiotism 
and distribution of pationage among members of tht‘ Ijcgislature and near 
relatixes of the Ministers by the appointment of Sm‘(1 .Vlidul Salim, m.l.a., 
Chairman, l)istri(*t Board, Dacca, as tin* sole handling Agent for yarn and 
cloths of finer counts foi tlie Sadar subdivision oi llic Dacca district, includ- 
ing the city of Dacca and the granting of a sjM‘cial tcxtili* license to him 
for carrying on business in the above two commodities to the utter detri- 
ment of the iiade and the interests of the eonsuming public. 

Now, may I know if the honourable member has the leave of the House 
to move his adjournineiil motion? 

TIm Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir 1 do not like U) ojipose 
the discussion ot this motion. I would like thiN ^ihjccl to be threshed out 
on the floor of this House, because theie has been a considerable amount of 
unjustilied talk regarding this matter ami the facts ought to he known to 
the public. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Nou 1 shall tix the dale. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: vSir. to-morrow is also a 
non-ofKcial day. We have no objection to discuss it to-morrow or the 
disimssion may be fixed on Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We agree to sit on Monday next. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then 1 fix l-dO p.m. on Monday for the 
discussion of this adjournment motion. 

The Bengal Finanoe Bill, 1S44. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon'ble Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Finance Bill, 1944. I'i settled in the Founcil, be passed. 
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Sir, J would like to point out to honourable niemberti that tbis Bill is a 
necessary measure for string thenin^^ the finances of Ben^fal. This Bill 
imposes on real hardship on the people. The only item that may possibly 
affect people of modest means is the electricity duty. But in these days 
of restricted lighting, 1 think the extra cost of electricity due to the addi- 
tional duty is more than countervailed by this restriction. 

As regards the Betting Tax, I thought it was the opinion of some honour- 
able members that it should be increased. Sir, in regard to that we have 
had t-<j take into considcratifjn the marginal utility of this tax, ami to see 
that taxing too heavily does not reduce the actual yield. Therefore, we 
have thought fit to propose rates which we think will not exceed the 
optimum level. 

As regards the Amusement Tax, there was a strong expression of opinion 
that the lower priced tickets should he exempted from taxation. Sir, I do 
not see any reason, judging by my ex])erience of cinema houses and other 
places of amusement, that there is any dearth of people who would be will- 
ing to pay this additional rate. As regards the higher priced tickets, it 
might have been j)0S8ible to imj)ose heavier rat^s, but T think the rates 
proposed are on the whole satisfactory. 

I hope the House will pass this Bill so that it may go to Hie rdher 
House again for its concurence in the amendment that has been passed here, 
and that the Bill may come into operation before the Act which it seeks to 
replace expires. 

I have nothing further lo say in <*ommending this Hill to the House 
except that honourable members, whatever they may sa.v about the present 
Governnuuit, must realise that at least three years will he required b\ 
Bengal to stabilise her finam^ial ])osition. It must he remembered by 
the House that after the war the eiVectiveuess of the (jovernmeiit of 
India’s (’oiitrihution will largely depend on our own financial position. 
At any rate, the Government of India’s contribution will certainly de]H‘nd 
on what we can produce (uirselves. Honourable membeih may have read 
the Budget s])oech t)t the Finance Member ot the (hnenimeiit ot India. 
Towards the end of the first part of his speech he clearly hinted that those 
provinces who had taxed themselves more heavily and thereby secured 
surpluses should not he placed at a disadvantage in the matter of assistance 
from the Centre. That, Sir, is an omimuis statement, and we should so 
conduct ourselves that we ma> present a case as favourable as |M)ssihle to 
the Government of India for getting what T think would he our legitimate 
share of the Go>erument of India’s contribution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Motion moved: that the Bengal Finance 
Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Kir, 1 rise to support the motion just moved by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. J think this is a very modest Bill whi(‘b has 
been put in by Government in this House. This is a Bill which wants 
to increase the rate of taxation on amusements and also on betting and other 
luxuries. This sort of tux has been imtmsed throughout the world and 
wherever there has been an emergency and any demand tor more and more 
money recourse has been had to this sort of taxation. The Hou’ble 
Minister who is now the Leader of the House pleaded more than once in 
this very House for the imposition of such tax at higher rates. Sir, if 
you look to the ^statute books of other provinces in India, nay, in the world, 
you will find that in every civilized country resort has been made to a tax 
on what is called luxuries. I have compared the rates of such tax in 
Bengal with those of other provinces and it is found that in some provinces 
the rate is higher but this Government has been modest in its demand. 1 
think there can be no two opinions on the subject as to the need of more 
money. I am therefore surprised to hear a remark from my honourable 
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friend the Leader of the Nationalist Part> that he would like to refuse the 
Bill because he has got uo faith in this Ministry. Sir, I am not alluding 
to the action of the present Ministry. I res] »ect fully ask my honourable 
friends on the other side to remember the condition under which this 
Ministry took the management of this province even when there was a 
powerful opinion in Muslim T.eague <*irc)e.s that the Muslim League should 
not shoulder the burden of office in this critical stage. AVe have heard 
from my learned friends of the opposition that an All-Parties Government 
would do better. Sir, after the fall of Burma when the crisis intensified 

and a great catastrophe was looming larger and larger, a stnmg all-parties 

Ministry was in office. We found that when tht* catastrophe came the 
country was taken aback and there was all-ronud mistuy and siifVering: and 
that Ministr\ was not aide to (‘ 0 ])c with the situation. 

Mr* LALIT GHANORA DAS: On a point oi order: M\ friend lias 
been speaking on tht‘ advisability nr othiMwisc of forming an all-jia rt ics 
Ministry: is this in order? 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, 1 am only answering a charge made against 
this Bill; I am not sjieaking on the general aspect of the ministerial (pies- 
tion. I am surprisfMl to see that such a desirable Bill is j.'ning tn lu‘ op]H)^(‘d 

by this lloiist*. Sir, it iN a Finance Bill. What is a kinama' Hill? Let 

me dw'ell on one aspect of it, namely, as to whether t licit* is nr was any 
necessity nr not for thi*. extra mniicy ; whether Bengal wants more and more 
mniiey for her nation-building activities. In showing tin* necessity for 
this I must allude to one tact, and 1 rcspecffully ask honourahb* members 
of the 0|)j)osition tn T-cmciiiber what has btaui tlii‘ iiH*rcas(‘ in nation- 
building activities during the last tw'o years. 

Sir, in reply to my question the Hon ’hie Financt* Minister staictl that 
it has gone up from 18 per cent, to about b7 per cent. If wt* lonk into tin* 
various items n1 the budget, \vc find that most of the money is requir(‘(l 
for rehabilitation piiipo.se.s for nation-building purposes. In spilt* of this 
there is huge deficit — a dt‘fieit of ft erores nt j'upt*t*s us the budget estimate 
has dischrsed. So lliere is an imperative necessity of iaen'asin^ taxation 
in this proviiict*. ( )t course, wf know that Bengal is alieadv higliK taxeil 
and llengal’s inetune />(/■ cdpifd is lessei tlian in Puiijah and other 
provinces; hut still it \ou w’unt to save people it you waiil to laist* (he 
standard living of the masses, you want more i)iom‘y and the Ministry 
must spend more money on the natioii-huibling departiiu>nts. This k’inanee 
Bill contains items of taxation on luxury. As reoards l ineina and aimise- 
nient houses, who can atford to go to llie cinema house, (‘xeept oiiI\ rich 
lieople? But in this ])roviiie,e <*ven tliougli tliere was starvation staling 
us in the face and there was iiii.sery on all sides it is a surprise to us to see 
that peo])le both in (’aleutta and in the niofiissil are all going to the eiiM‘ma 
houses and the eiiieiiias are over-crowded. There are some jieople who have 
got huge money and tliey can atford to ]>ay tax and it is iieeessaiy that 
these persons should he taxed. There is mighty leasou for taxing amuse- 
ments and betting at this time. There is overflow of money in the country. 
From the latest statement made in the Fential Assembly it is touml thiit 
in 1944 out of a total of 129 erore.s spent on contract, a sum of (it) erores 
of rupees we?-e s]kui 1 in Bengal. There is no doubt that there is miserv in 
one .section; and there is another section of peojile who are rolling in wealth. 
This Bill is going to cheek infiation in how<*ver slight degree it niav he. 
Of course, there is om* aspect on which my friends may say something and 
that is taxation on electricity. It is an admitted fact that Bengal reijuires 
cheap electric power to develop her industries. To develop .^mail-scale 
industries develo])menl of electric power is necessary. But it is a fact that 
up to this time all electric corpurations are run by jirivate companies and 
none of them are owned by Governiiient or by any philanthropie body or 
syndicate which cater to the good of the peojde. Fnless the Government 
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nationalises these enterprises, this tax should be imposed on electricity. 
There is another point why this tax should be imposed. Electricity 
enjoyed by better class of i>eople who can well afford to pay the tax. The 
poor do not use electricity. Sir, this Bill is not up to our expectation. 
Because many of the luxury articles have not been touched. Race course 
also should have been taxed. We do not find any item in this Bill in 
regard to the race course. 

With these few words. T support the motion moved by the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir, as regards the 
points raised by Mr. Nur Ahmed, 1 can assure him that some of the points 
are already under the consideration of Government. As no other member 
has spoken on the third reading, I need not say much. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Bengal Finance Rill, 1944. as settled in the Council be passed. 

(The motion was agieed to.) 

Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZI MU DIN: Sir, 1 shall not take the 
Bengal Legislature ((^)rrupt Practices and Election Enquiries) Bill, 194o. 
today, but 1 shall iin^ve it on some other day. 1 take up the third item 
on tlu‘ agenda now. 

I beg to move: that tlie Criminal Proeeduie (Bengal .\me!idment) Bill. 
1940, be taken into considcoation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: M< »tion moved : that the ('riminal Proce- 
dure (Bengal Anuoidment) Bill, 194b, be taken into eonsideraticm . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 have some amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That >on vvioild no Mition later t»ti. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANABI8: Mr. J)e])ut\ President, 
Sir, I beg to juove that the Criminal Piocedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
I94b, be eirculatt'd tor the [oirjiose of eliciting opinion tlo*r(‘on by tlo‘ ‘list 
December, P)4b. 

Now', Sir, the (dije<-.t ot this amendment to eiiMire that betore we go 
into a legislation of this nature affecting only one province we should be 
first armed with the public opinion on this |)oint or the opinion of thovse 
who are going to administer this law*, I mean, the Bar AsscK-iation, the 
Tudg'es and the Executive ( tfK<*ers. The Criminal Procedure Code has been 
in force in this country fnnn almost after the British occupation : it 
is an all-India legislation f>assed by the lm])erial Legislature, and it has 
been W’orking all these years without any difficulties .so far as this particular 
{mint is concerned. But we have not been given to understand from the 
Statement of Objects and Uea.sons for this Bill as to wdiat were the circum- 
sta?ices which led the Ifcui'ble Minister in charge to introduce this special form 
ot anumdment to be applied only in Bengal. What are the cinuimstances 
in Bengal? What is the diff'ereiu'e in this particular resi)e(‘t between Bengal 
and (he other provinces? Are riots much more frequent in Bengal than in 
other ])rovinceg? Is there any particular reason why the Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors in Bengal should have sjiecial p(»w*ers which the same officers in 
other provijues do not have? Are there more police officers, more sub- 
inspectors and other officers in other ])r<»vinces. in charge of the police-stations 
that thev do not reipn’re speiial provisions? Is it that in Bengal there are 
smaller numbers of sub- inspectors in charge of police-stations or attached 
to police-.stations that in cases of riots snb-inspectors are not able to do 
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the statutory job? As honourable members are aware, this business of 
suppressing riots is a very serious business, a business whieh requires much 
intelligence, much courage and much tact and the proposal of the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill is to invest praciically raw* junior 
assistant sub-inspectors, who have perhaps .not put in even 5 or 10 
years service, with such responsible dutj* w !uch even experienced magis- 
trates find it difficult to perform. Now, Sir, it would have been juuch l>etter 
if before introducing the Bill here ihe Hoirble Minister had ascertained 
public opinion and even the opinion of their own responsible officers and 
then introduced this Bill. My point is that the opinion of men w*hose 
opinion counts in this matter has not been ascertained and that if this 
opinion were taken it would have been found that this particuilar provision 
is absolutely unnecessar\ and 1 should say most mischievous. Sir, you 
have heard or you imi>t ha\e read of cases of occasional riots and steps 
taken by officers in charge of police-stations or hy magistrates who were 
deputed to quell such riots. There have also been in Ibuigal recently one 
or tr^vo cases when the actions of those who were rcs|)onsilde for sup])rcssing 
riots were condemned and I think that a CNunmission of Impiiry had to he 
ai)pointed for the purpose of enquiring into the (‘omhn t of those who were 
in charge. Now, Sir, in res[»eet of some <d‘ those (’as(‘s honourable members 
mav remember that tlie jierson in charge was no otlnu- than a mtunber of the 
Indian Tivil Servic’e, an i‘Xperienced District (ffficiu' afid serious (diarges 
were laid against him of hasty action; that is the positimi that we find with 
regard to tlie mattcu of su])])ressing o\ riots e\|K‘rienced l.t’.S, officers 
and yef that res])oii>ihi1it\ is now going t<» he thiaisl on in<*xpcrieneed 
as.sistant sub-inspector'' of police. And nol only that, Sir; hy a })roviso 
the Hon’hlc Minisiei, as if hy the backdoor was trying to give th(‘ same 
responsibiIit\ to an ordinarx ht‘a<] constable. I do ttol know wli> this 
provisf) lias hetui add(‘d. The meaning <»f the proviso is })erfc‘etly clear, and 
tliat is that th(‘ Hoitourahle Minister wants to inv(‘sl an or<linar\ head 
constable wdth tlie power rii suppressing riots and wdiat d(a‘s it nnsm ? ft 
means that tin* life of several men who might havt‘ joimal iogidher in 
assembly eitlier for committing an offence or for an innocent purpose may 
lie in danger. I «!(» not know when then* will he another Bill put forwuird 
to invest ordmars cjuislahles and village chowkidais with (he |)owi*r oi 
suppressing riots. .Sir. why the (Tovernment should be unahb* to check riots 
throug-h the responsible othcc'rs. the District Mag i*-!! ate, the Subordinate 
Magistrates and offi«ers in charge ot police-stal iiuis though, as it is now, 
even an A>>istaii1 Suh-1 nspt*ctor ot I'olice <-an nall\ cxcici.sc the power ot an 
officer in (diarge oi a police-station iji the matter nt sii ppifssing rijits it he 
for tlie time being be in charge of a poliee-stat ion in the abs(‘nce of the 
ofiii-er in charge; that gen^s u- gieat way to h4‘lp the jjolicc to discharge their 

^lulies in lase the otficer in charge (d the p(dic<*-stat mn is either tor sickness 

or otherwise absent from the police-stati4»n. If this is (juite <*noiigh for 

sup})7*essing riots in other provim' 4 *s in India I submit that this ought to 
suffic<‘ in Bi'iigal also, and there is no r(*ason whatsoever why this extra- 
ordinary jiow'er should he given to the assistant suh-insjiectoi ol pidiee. 

We know* that assistant suh-i]is])e<-tors alter •» or 7 y<*ars of .s<*rvicc are 
promoted to he suh-ins])ectors and that when they are promoted to 
he sub-inspectors they arc allowtul to hold charge of police-stations. Tlnui 
it comes io this that w’heii you gi\e tinuu the power to sujtpress riots you 
are praeti(*ally giving this wide ))ow*er to the police officers who have served 
in the I’olice Dejiartment for only o or T years. Would anyhodv in this 
House like to inv<*st such raw, inexpejienced officers w*ith such large 
res])onsif)ilitics? It is exfreinely difficult as you all know to decide in the 
first instance whether the intention of [persons collected for a particnlai 
pur])ose at a particular place is or is not illegal. The jadice iifficers who 
might be there must first of all ascertain whether it is a lawful cu* unlaw'fiil 
assembly and the distinction sometimes is .so thin and .so fine that one would 
be surprised to find an assistant sub-inspector of police possessing ‘sufficient 
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intelligejioe to find the difference between lawful and unlawful 
assembly and J am afraid, they may oft^n declare u lawful 
assembly as unlawful assembly. That is the first stage and the next sUigt* 
is how to disperse them and for the dispersal of an unlawful assembly the 
police officers and Ihe Magistrates have the same power as referred to in 
the Code, and practitally includes the taking the life of the people. The> 
can start with moderate 1/ithi charge: they can proceed with heavy latht 
charge and they can fire and kill. That, 1 submit, Sir, is such a great 
responsibility tliat T think it should not be given in any circumstances to 
those young olbcers, namely assistant sub-inspectors or head -constables. It 
should be ascertained how^ it is working in other provinces. Why does not 
the Central (jovernment take this into consideration and apply the same 
principle there ^ The fact that the Central (lovernment do not think that 
such power should be given indiscriminately to the a.-^i.-^taut sul>-inspectoi> 
and head-constables; is a stnmg ground for believing that it is not neces- 
sary and there is nothing exceptional in Bengal which should induce the 
Elon’ble Minister in charge to make an exception in the case of Bengal and 
give this power to Bengal assistant sub-inspector and head-constable. 1 
say that most of the assistant sub-inspectors are Bengalees and most of the 
head-constables are unfortunately up-country men 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, may 1 just intervene for 
a momenta To cut short the discussion™!! the honourable members on 
the other side agree to Mr. Lalit Chandra Dajs’ amendment to circulate the 
Bill for the ])urpose of eliciting opinion by the "lOth June. 1045, I am pre- 
panul to accept it. 

Mft LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir. 1 am prc'partul to a(‘cept it. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As Mr. Malialanobish has already moved 
his amendment, I think it is nece.ssarv that he should ask the leavi* of the 
House to wit lid raw his motion, 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, I nuiN atcept 
doth June, 1945, as suggested and I think this will be quite in form. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, with your ]>ermiRsion, — since theie is 
an agreement to sejid the Bill to a Select Committee,— I may move that fo 7 
the words “dlst l)eeemlM*r, 1945”, the uoids “JOth June, lft45” may be 
substituted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PREBIDENT: As there is alread^ a notice tabled bv 
Mr. I iulit Chandra Das to that effect. I think it is better that Mr. Das 
slnmld move his amendment. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, it is entirely foi 
you to deeiile; but will it not be proper so far as my motion is concerned; 
and wlnui I am in ])os.session of the House 1 mav move my amendment in 
the amended* form as suggested by the Hoirble the Home Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, it i^* the Home Minister wlm 
suggt'sted that since there is an amemlment in the name of Mr. Lalit 
(diandra Das, the (Government would have ?io objection to accept that. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Mr. l^lahulanobish, there is a convention 
that a mover (‘annot Tuove his own amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 have already mo\ed the amended amend- 
ment that instead of Jlst December, 1945, .‘Ulth June, 1945, be substituted. 
When Mr. ^lahalanobish's amendment is before the House and when he i> 
agreeable to accept the changed date, why deny him the pleasure of having 
his amendment accepted by Government? The Hoirble the Home Minister 
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agreed to send the Bill io a Select Coininittee alter lieariug some of his 
arguments. (Mr. Hamtju i. llru Chowjuiury : AVheii Mr. Jjulit Chandra 
Das could foresee the thing, let him have the pleasure.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are yon ] re])ared to move your amend- 
ment in the amended form!*' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS : Yes, Sir, I heg to move: that the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the dOth June, 
1945. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moNcd: that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the dlst December, 
1945. 


Since which an amaendment has been made: that in place of dlst 
December, 1945, dOtli .lime 1945, be substituteil. 

Now, the whole motion would stand thus: that the Criminal Procedure 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1945, b(‘ circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the dOlh dune, 1945. 

The (|uestion befori* the House is: that the (h’iminal Pr(»ci‘dure (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1945, ]w circulate<l for the imrpose of t‘li<iting opinion 
thereon by the dOth dune, 1945. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I take it that it is the 
desire of the House that the time for sitting should be changed fiom 
l-dO p.m. t<j 2-15 p.m.i" 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow’. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tliursda\, tlie 15th March, 
1945. 
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Members absent. 

Tbe following members were absent from the meeting held on tlie 14t]' 
March, 1945: — 

(1) Khan Bahaadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(»4) Khan Bahadur N. Amin. 

(4) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(5) Khan Baliadiir Abdul Gofran. 

(6) Mr. M. K. Taipuria. 

(7) Maaulna Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. li. S. J*ursseJl. 

(10) Khan Bahadur M. llahman. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(IIU Mr. Yakub 11. S. Satiar. 

(14) The Hon’ble Sir B. I*. SingJi Boy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 194S— Ho. 17. 


The Councix met in the Lepfislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Thursday, the loth March, 1945, at 2-15 p.in., being the 
seventeenth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section G2(2)(a> 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur AnniTL IIamio Ciiowdiutry, j.p. ) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Co-operative Saving Banks. 

62. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
( ^o-oj>ei’ative Ciedit and lluial Indeldedness Department \\o })leased to state 
if any scheme for esiablishnient ol Co-operative Saving Ibinks on the lines 
of Postal Saving Banks for tlie benefit of seamen, sailois, lal)ourers, air and 
land forces, etc., to be put into o]K?iation utter the war, has been pro]>tired 
in Bengal? 

(b) If not, why not? 

(c) Has any scheme for starting (k)-operative Banks and Societies for 
checking w^aste and to eusuie small saving among the ])e()ple of Bengal been 
prepared by the Government of Bengal? 

(d) If not, why not? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary, 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal); No. 

(h) and (c) There is already a network of Co-o|H‘rati vc Hanks in the Pro- 
vince which di> “Savings Bank” bnsim‘ss. Tliese (an be iililised i»y tlie 
classes of i>ersons mentioned in (a). Co-operative Banks and Societies 
encourage small savings among (lie peo]>]e. 

(d) Docs not arise. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With regard to (a), will the Ilon’ble Minister 
please state if Government eontemplate tin* establishment of any savings 
banks for the l)enefit of seamen, «‘iib»rs, labourers, air and land forces? 

Mr, K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: There is some diflfifailiy about this 
because seamen are not a settled people: they move about from one port 
to anotloT, but this matter is nu-eiving the attemtion of Gov(‘rnment. 

Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN : With regard to (n)^ w\]] tlio Hon’ble 
Minister please state if Government has made any investigation whatsoever 
w’lth regard to the organisation contemplated in question (rt),. namely with > 
regard to the establishment of these societies? * 

Mr. K, C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Orrlinarily, there will be the loans 
societies for the benefit of these classes of people but the classes of people 
mentioned here are not a settled people- so, for them there wdll be the 
ordinary eo-operative societies. They can also put their savings in the 
liave got savings banks branches in the co-operative 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, my definite question was: 

I Government has made any investigation with regard to the 
establishment of these types of society among the seamen, airmen and other 
labourers. 
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Mr. K. C. ROY OHOWDHURY: There is a report, as I have already 
said, that as these classes of people are not a settled people, I mean, not 
settled in a particular area but move about 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, the question is: whether there 
has been at any time any investigation. 

Mr. K> G. ROY CHOWDHURYS Some investigation was made accord- 
ing to [the report. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: When and by whom? 

Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURYl I want notice in order to give those 
particulars. 


Go-operative Building and Loan Societies. 

B3. Mir. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Co-0]>erative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased to slate 
whether any co-operative building and loan societies have been formed in 
Bengal on the model of Uniled States of America as mutual co-operative 
financial institutions with saving and borrowing memWrs who can make use 
of the societies ns a medium through which they can borrow funds to- buy, 
build or rejmir houses? 

(h) If so, how many and at what plac^es? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: (^ 2 ) Yes. 

{h) Rix. Names and their locations are given below — 

(1) Calcutta Co-o]>orative Housing Soc iety, Ijiinited. 

(2) Alipur (\)-operative Housing Society, Alipur, 24-Parganas. 

(3) Calcutta Suburban Co-oixuative Colony, Dum Dum (24-rarganas). 

(4) Darjeeling Co-operative Housing Society, Darjeeling. 

(5) Myniensingh (h-operative Housing Society, Mymeiisingh. 

(6) Char Fasson Co-operative Housing Society, Bhola subdivision 

(Bakarganj). 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

1 have received some notices of adjournment motions. There is already 
one motion the discussion of which has been appointed to take place on 
Monday next. So I will take up these motions after that motion is disposed 
of. 

Non-Official Resolutions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now resume further dis- 
cussion on the resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding the development of 
the drug industry. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, it is sometime that the 
debate took place on Jhis resolution. As far as I remember, Khan Bahadur 
Momin very ably pointed out that there were certain difficulties that were 
confronting the Government in the matter of giving effect to the main idea 
of the resolution. 

As far as we are concerned, I have taken certain steps to further investi- 
gate the possibility of indigenous drug industry. I was very agreeabl;, 
surprised to find that as far as the drug industry in Bengal is concerned, it 
has advanced a great ^eal. I was told that practically all the medicines 
Under Jthe British pharmacopoeia ure capable of being produced in this 
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province. I called a representative conference and I have told them that 
I shall be very happy if the Association would formulate their ueeds and also 
indicate in what manner they want the assistance of the Government in 
order to expand and extend this industry. It was agreed in that conference 
that the Association w^ould draw up a inemo»andum and forward it to the 
Government and then after examination of that memorandum, if necessary, 
Government will appoint a small committee to go into the matter more fully 
and give us a definite scheme. As far as Government are concerned, they 
are awaiting that memorandum from the Association. In these circumstances 
I hope after what I have said the honourable member will consider the 
desirability of not pressing his motion, because, as 1 liave already said, we 
are fully alive to the need for the development of this industry. As a 
matter of fact, in my opening remarks at the contereuce 1 ai‘knovvledged 
the ehorls that have been made by the honourable mover of the motion in 
bringing this question to the pointed notice of the Government and 1 must 
say that great credit is due to him for making us take a dehuite uetion in 
the matter 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, before the Hon ble Minister 
closes his speech may 1 have some information from himP He has spoken 
of assistance and aid, but may 1 (uiquire what plan Government have of 
their own regarding the establishment of the drug industry in this province. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir. 1 think tin* lionouruble 
member did not listen to my (>j)ening remarks. 1 hav(‘ alieaily said that 
the drug industry is at a very advanced stage in our pruvince. i*erlitii)s my 

honourable friend would be suii)rised (Mr. ilAMiJ)rn llru Giiovv- 

DiiuitY: The Bengal Chemical ^Voik.s) well, it oiii mislortunc that the 
honourable member does not know that thme are a numbei’ (d olhei’ chemi(jal 
industries which are carrying on g(K>d husine.ss. We aie deliaitely assured, 
as 1 have said before, that ]>ructu*ally all the j)i(‘])ai ations uiulei’ tlie British 
Pharmacopoeia are being prepared here. I think the House will lx* agree- 
ably surjiiised that th(‘ total production in the iiroMuco not only <locs nn'el 
the reijuiiemenls ol this ])io\iiirc bnl is also expor ted. < )1 coni'S(‘, now 
thi'v do not exjmrt but tliiw Used to e.X]K)rl belore the war-. However, we 
are going into the matter more tally. We are getting rejrorls and memo- 
randum iroin the Association and it it is iouiul that Govi'rnment should 
.start their own industries, Government will eerlaiiil,\ <’orisi(ler that also. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in rejily 1 may sa\ a few wxrids. 1 first 
thank the honourable members oi tlii> IJouse lor tli(‘li- wh(»li'-lieartod siiji- 
port to the resolution. 1 must also (‘xteml my thanks to the JlorCble 
Minister in charge ot the Dejiartment who has already takmi action on this 
resolution before it was adopted. 1 Inrpe lie will d(> somelliing in this 
matter. Kliaii Bahadur Abdul Momin, tor whom I Iravr* th(‘ greatest 
respect and from w’hom 1 have learnt many things in my public, life — iii 
fact his example inspired me while he was in Chittagong Ii(‘ was ])leased 
to support this re.solution and in the course oi his sjreech he pointed out somii 
difficulties of giving effect to this nxsolntioii. He mentioned one juirticular 
fact, namely, the want of any standard pharmacopoeia ol these indigenous 
systems of mediidne. Sir, (jovernment ot India ajrpointeil a (h)inmittee 
which is known as the Indian Indigenous Drug Kmpjiiy (hnnniittee. Tliat 
Committee wnmt into this question and it wms found by that Committee 
that about <S0 per cent, of Indian population and So ptn* cent, of Bengali 
population resort to this .system of indigenous treatment; especially in 
numerous villages and in small towns the poor people generally resort to 
^avirajes and hakims who cater to their needs. Not only hundreds but 
thousands or lakhs or even crores ot peojile deiiend ujmn tlicse systems of 
treatment. That Committee also stated that there Were numerous plants 
which could be scientifically used for these medicines. Of course, we get 
these herbs and drugs in bazar, because they are sold in a more or less 
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adulterated or spurious condition. Sometimes tlie bazar drug-dealers cheat 
the people by selling spurious drugs : sometimes thereby they endanger 
their lives by so adulterating the medicines. It is, therefore, necessary 
that these preparations of drugs should be regulated and practising in the 
same should also be coni rolled, and it was suggested by that Committee 
that, firstly, none but the registered hakims and kavirajes should be 
allowed to practise. They recamimended the establishment of schools for 
the training of th(‘se kavrrajfts and hakims^ and they also recom- 
mended that there should be an agency for inspection of these pharmacies 
which prei)are th(‘se drugs and also for inspection of sale of drugs 
in the market. They also suggesled that special power should be given 
to persons who will be appointed to inspect and check the drugs in 
the market, especially in view of the fa< t that kavirajes and hakims now^- 
a-days very rarely ])repaie Iheir own imdicine as was used to be done by 
renowned hakivis and kavirajes in the past, and that they mostly depend 
on the bazar preparation. In tlie two systems of medicine, well-knowui 
experts should be appointed by (jovernment to coiitiol the preparation of 
these drugs. Sir, they have also suggested that an Expert Committee should 
be appointed for the preparation of a standard j)hannacopoeia.. Sir, it was 
found out that there are many such phaiinacopoeias in India and these can 
be used and a standard laid tlown. 1 have come to know tliat such a 
pharmacopoeia has been prepared by the Ayurvedic and Tibbia Colleges of 
Delhi 

MTb LALIT CHAM dr a DAS; On a point of order, Sir. Is the lionour- 
able member rcjdying to the IlonT)l<» Minister or is he making a new speech ^ 

Mr. MUR AHMED: No, Sir, 1 am not making a new si)ee(di. I'liere 
are enough materials in India whif li c:ni b(‘ used to prepare a standard 
pharmac()i)oeia ; and it is very necessarv lor th(‘ good of the vast ])opulation 
of llengal, because (he otlnu- alicinalivc trt‘atment, namely, Allopathy, is 
}>rac(ically lill.le us(‘d in villages for allopihie doctors are very 1(‘W in tlie 
mofussil and allopathic medicim* is ver\ costly. 

Under the circumstances, I believe tlmt this is an ojiportune moment 
for the (Government of Jlengal to prepar(‘ a comprehensive plan for tlic 
development ol indigenous drug.s. It is unfortunate that in Bengal there is 
no Tibbia Colege. Unne is one such college at Dacca, but it is a private 
institution, Jn (diittagong, an attempt was made by a famous kariraj 
to start an ayurvedic institution, but for want of encouragement and foi 
want of money it could not make any Inanlway. Sir, I may state in this 
connection that the (Government of Assam has already taken vsteps in this 
direction, and they have also povided money in the next year’s budget 
for establisbing a Tibbia (’ollege tliere. 1 think that if a scheme is ])repared 
with the help of experts then money will be forthcoming, tliere will be no 
dearth of money. With tluvse words, 1 again thank the House and the 
Hon’ble Minister for aci'ording whole-hearted support to the resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, do you press your 
motion? Ur do you w*ish to withdraw it? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir, I pre.ss my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you want to exercise your riglit of 
reply, Mr. Shababuddin? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
this (Vuncil is of opinion that the Government of Bengal be urged upon 
to formulate and put into operation a comprehensive and well-planned 
scheme for the development of indigenous drug-industry in Bengal. 

(The resolution was agreed to.) 
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Mr. LALIT CHAMDRA DAS: Sir, before I move the next resolution 
which stands in my uame» may I mention one thing? 1 am afraid one 
word has been perhaps inadvertently left out in my resolution, namely, the 
word “political”, which should occur alter the word “security” in the 
first line. Therefore, with your ])ermissioii, '"'Ir, I would move iny resolu- 
tion as amended as follows: — That this Council is of opinion that all 
security ])olitical jirisoncrs taken under the l)cfcnct‘ of India Kules and 
Act or under Itegulation 111 hi* set free without any further delay. 


^Sir, during interpellations, in replv to supplementary qiU‘stions regard- 
ing the release of political prisoners Khan Haiiadur Muhammad Ali, 
rarliameiitary Secretary to the Hon'ble Chief Minister, told the Assembly 
on the 0th of March last tlmt the present number of detenus was Political 
— I,dl7, and Criminal - I \\ant to maki* il ch'ar ai tRe very outset 

that my motion relates to these ptdiiicals and to lb othi*r'' who have* been 
imprisoned under Keg ula lion 111 ot 1818. Sir, .ill .m await* that Sir 
Nazimuddiii on the eve of the iormation of tlie ]U‘es(*nt Ministry enunciated 
certain principles and policies which he ]>iomised he would follow in the 
governance of the provinct*. Cm* of those ])rin(‘ij)h‘s and policie.s is tha^ 
(jovernmeiit should release tin* political prisoners as fast as possible ami 
at the earliest opportunity. Sir, that promise lit* has faib d to fultil as yet. 
C]) till now the ])oiitical ]ui‘>oners released total only oot); and as already 
stated a vast, majority are still detaim‘<*s. Sir, the ri‘lease ot these* 
jirisoners is jiroceoding at such a snail's ])ace that tln're lias been a llutter 
even among the ( Jovi'iiimeni s own su]>])ortci*s and so to wriggle out of 
awkw’ard sit nation Khan Jlahadur Muhammad Ali stati‘d tin* otln*r 
day in tin* Assembl\ i'.at I In* Minislr> had iiotliing to do wdtb the matti*r 
except assenting to what tin* ,(iov(‘rnor does, lli* revealed that tin* 
(jovernor revieweil tin* cas(*s <d tin* political security jirisoners with 
the aid of “securit\ advi.sers". Sir. w'c want to know’ from Sir Nazim- 
uddin wdiether it is true. We want to know’, Sir, how and wdien security 
advisers came in and under wiiat provisions ol law. We want to know 
from Sir Nazimuddiii who tliosi^ ^ccu^it^ advi.sers are: W(* w’ant to know 
w’hether the Ministry abdicated its function to aid and advise the (lovernor 
as to w’hieh of the piisoneis must lx* reh*as(*d. Sii, w’e are aware of the 
Iraudiilent chai'aeter ot tin* ( 'on*'! jl ul ion which purporli*d to confer autonomy 
on the ])rovin(*es init actual 1\ did not do so. W i* are awari*, Sir, ot the 
sjiecial lesponsihilil ics ot ilie (ioMoiior and that in <*er1ain eases he can 
exercise his individual judgment or act in his discj-etion. In a.ll other case.s, 
howwer, he is bound to accejd the advice of his Ministers. W'e tail to 
understand liow’ and where security advisi'rs come in. Sir, if the nanies 
of the security advisers are not diselos(‘d, tin* puldic will be led to believe 
that the Ministry s(dd awa\ im tin* 1oavi*s and fishes of olliec* wliatever 
little right the Const it ution idfered to the pe ople. 

Sir, I fear that our Mini.ster.s are making themselves so many automatons 
in the hands of the Governor and the lloiiie Memlier of the Government 
of India. 1 w’as surprised to read a certain statement of the Hon’lde the 
Home Minister. “The fact was. as ] woubt like to say now”, observed Sir 
Nazimuddin, “that the Government (d India liad a say in the matter. In 
certain cases, on certain occasions, the Government of India had got to 
he consulted before the polic.v of release was accepted or adopted”. 

Sir, we can under.stand the Government of India in the plctitude of its 
power seizing or arresting persons in any of the provinces in India as they 
did in tlie case of Mr. Saral Chandra Bose and Mr. Manirnzzarnan 
Islamabadi for which responsibility is entirely theirs. But will the Horrble 
the Home Minister tell us how they come in the cases of the prisoners 
seized by the Provincial Government and maintained by them ? Will the 
Hon’ble Home Minister tell us as to how many of these political and 
Regulation III prisoners the Govenimeiit of India claim to be consulted 
about? And why these prisoners are not made exclusively the concern of 
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the Government of India? Sir, it is a sorry business altogether. Step by 
step, the Bengal Ministry is shirking its own responsibility and tamely 
submitting to dictation from the Centre. 

Sir, we want to know from the Hon’ble Home Minister whether the 
Governor is assuming any special responsibility under section 52(a) or 
57(7) of the Government of India Act, IJl'lo, with regard to any of the 
political security prisoners or prisoners under Regulation III of 1818. It 
so wdiat is their number? 

1 maintain, Sir, the Home Minister as rei)resenting the people of Bengal 
is not i)laying the game on behalf <d the peoj)le of Bengal but tamely 
submilting lo llie dictates of the ])olic(‘ and giving away the prisoners to 
the sole jurij^liction of the Governor or to the Home Member of the 
Government of India, while a spirited ])()j)ular llomt‘ Minister w’ould have 
declined to do so even at the risk of his office. And so it is that against 
these unfortunate prisoners, we hear the Home Minister echoing his 
Master’s voice using expression such as “subversive organisations”, “likely 
to organize sabolage”, “trying to assist the Japanese” and so on and so 
forth. 

Sir, w^hat does the Hon’ble Minister mean by the slogan “subversive 
organisations”? Moslem League stands for independence. It does not 
believe in non-violence. Is Moslem League a subversive organisation ? 
Take for instance, the (h)ngr(‘ss. (’ongress stands for non-violence and 
truth and works for independence which is its goal. Lven so is the Krishak 
Proja Party or the Hindu Mahasabha. These are all const itutional bodies. 
Would mtonbersliii) ot any ol these bodies entail an\ one to be branded as 
belonging (o a subversive organisation? If not, a-; most certainly tlie 
answer must be in tli(‘ negati\(‘, wliat otluu’ organisal ir)ns does the Hon’ble 
Minister mean by tlie (‘Xpression “subversive organisation”? Does !ie 
mean the terrorist organisations? Where are tht‘y? Sir, they are rlead as 
the Dodo of Madagascar. Public oiiinion stifled tluon \eaTS ago. ’Fliere is 
no such organisation now. 1 maintain. Sir, the expiession is glibly used 
as a slogan to stifle what litth* freedom ])eo[)le might tmjoy and to confine 
those whom the bureaucrats consider as undesirable jiersons. 

Sir, while on this point, let me point out that the llon'ble ihe Home 
Member of the Government of India, Sir Francis Mudie went a step further 
than the Hon'ble the Home Minister and comjiared the Bengal detainees 
wdth the llurs (»f Sindh and called them terrorists. Sir, no comparison 
could be further from the truth. He even challenged the Gentral Legis- 
lative Assembly it it would censure the Government for not releasing 
them. The Ojiposition rose to the height ot the occasion and passed the 
censure motion of Mr. Abdul (iuayuin who concentrated his attack on tlie 
two sins of the (lovernment, namely, the bombing ojierations in the tribal 
areas and the continued detention of hundreds of (ongressmen. But what 
surprised me most was the assertion by Sir Francis that the Bengal Govern- 
ment would take very strong objection to being asked to release them. 
Is it so, Sir Naziinuddin, is to so? 

Sir, accoriling to the Home Minister there are about 50 alleged salxiteurs 
among the prisoners. All persons of all other provinces in India alleged 
to be saboteurs have by this time been set free cn nuisite by their respective 
Governments. But if the Bengal Government would not set them free for 
which 1 think there is absolutely no justification now*, w’hy do they not 
release the rest? Sir, we know* the cry they now raise is “War 
release the rest? Sir, we know’ the cry they now rai<e is “War emergency”. 

Sir, the Japs are on the run closely follow^ed by the Allied Army. Allies 
have practically won the war. Mandalay, the ancient capital of Burma, 
has fallen to the Indian arms and the Indian Army is now 300 miles east 
of the Indo-Burma Border. There is now not the remotest chance of 
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invasion of India. Yet, Sir, the security political prisoners are rotting in 
duress 'vile. Sir, the Government urges “Necessity”. Necessity, Sir, is 
the tyrant’s plea. 

Sir, 550 of the security prisoners luive ^cen released so far. Since 
then, I ask, has anj^ untoward incident Happened ^ None wliatsoever. 
Nothing untoward will happen if the re>t will come out. Sir, politically 
there is absolute calm now prevailing in the country— peace of the 
grave! Nothing can ruffle it. There was famine in llidd followed by 
epidemics which have carried away lakhs of people. There is now the 
cloth famine. There was no riot, no rebellion. In an;^ other country, 
these would have led to revolution. But Fast is Kasl and West is West. 
This nation if half-dead. You cannot lash a dead horse to life. I main- 
tain, Sir, there is absolutely lU) danger in setting free the ])olitical 
prisoners who by virtue of their education, (diaraetor. and selfless devotion 
to the cause of the country have proved to lu* the flowers in our society. 
In the economic crisis through ^^hieh the country is now jiassing, we need 
their help, their prescm'e in our midst. 

Sir, the Government is proving vindictive. There are many among 
the political prisoners who served out their terms <d' im]>risonnu'nt but were 
re-aiTcsted and taken back as detainees from th(‘ jail gate. They ought 
to have been given a ehane.e to .settle down and to provt* that thev were 
useful citizens. Among the ])risoners, there are many again whom the 
Government released on the recommendations of the Advisory (’ommittee 
which was appointed by the (iovernment. They wtua^ leading p(‘aceful 
lives and proving themselves goo«l citizens and \vi they were seized and 
taken back to prison. Even the females wi*ie not spansl, for exam])le, 
Miss Bina Das Gupta, I’jjala Muzumdar and others. 

Sir, the behaviour of the Government towards tin* lady prisoners again 
has also been extraordinary. Of the 11) lady })risoners, Id are ailing more 
or less severely. They are: — 

(1) Miss Kamala Das Gujita, (‘Ji Mi.s.s Leela Uoy, (d) Miss Kiran 
Chakraverty, (4) Ali.ss Brova Mazunnlar, (o) Miss Barialata 
Sen, G’) Alif^N Helena Diitta, (7) Miss Saila llala Sen, (S) Miss 
Chaya Guha, (D) Miss Santi Sudlia lto> ( 'Iniuflliuri, Mil) Miss 
Asha Boy, (11) Miss Suhashini Ganguly, (Id) Mrs. IJma 
Guha, and (Id) Mrs. Labayana Brova Das Gu})ia; 

I wull not mention the details of each ca.se. I will however mention 
the case of Miss Kamala Das (Jupta as typical of otln^rs. Sljc is su tiering 
from T. B. Government would likt* lu'r to und(*rgo operjition on the spinal 
bone — a risky one involving danger to life. She declined. She was, 
however, agreeable to j)lasteuing. In her jjctiliori to the Government, she 
stated that it woubl be no good to her health if she wen*, to be lying lonely 
in the jail plastered whicli is boresome without home comforts. Would 
it be believed. Sir, that even this her mo^t reasonable prayer was refused? 
On the grounds of ill-health all the thirt(‘en lady prisoners ought to be 
released without dela,\ . But, Sir, the (iovtunment is adamant. This is 
one picture to the east of the Suez. Look tr> the other in the west of the 
Suez. Sir Oswald Mosley, the leader of the British Fascists, and a pro- 
German to boot, was released by the British Government at a tiim* when 
it was in deadly grip with the Germans. Heavens did not fall. He was 
relea.sed on grounds of illness which was nothing compared to wliat the 
lady prisoners are .suffering from in the Bengal jails. Here, however, our 
Home Alinister without the lea.st perturbation of heart would supfiort the 
policy of their continued detention. But f ask, who is that fool who would 
believe that their relea.se would jeopardi.se in any way the defence of India. 

Sir, the ^var broke out in September 19-‘59. It is the .sixth year of the 
war. Most of these political prisoners have been long in the jail without 
the semblance of any trial whatsoever. Try them if you like or release 
them. This is the only honest and straightforward course. 
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Sir, most of these political prisoners are the bread winners of their 
families. In these days of hardships and high prices of commodities, the 
maintenance allowance of most of them and their families have been 
ridiculously low. The sufferings of the dependents of the prisoners know 
no bounds. These prisoners if released can yet come to the rescue of their 
families' and dependents. No amount of comfortable arrangements in jail 
can counterbalance the loss of freedom or the opportunities to serve their 
dependents or the country. Sir, our difficulty is with Sir Nazimuddin, a 
gentleman of uncommon courtesy. He has been throughout his life a child 
of Fortune and the Prize-boy of the llureaucrats. He has not pushed his 
way to the eminen(*(‘ he is in through suttVring. He never knows what 
a jail life is like by his own experience. The utmost that he can offer i.s 
imaginative sympathy and even this cannot be deep enough. Tf Pakis- 
thanis would have been in jail in similar circumstances in as large numbers, 
I dare say, Sir Nazimuddin as the head of a great communal organisation 
w'ould haA^e fought lik(‘ a lion for their rehase and failing that Avould have 
resigned his place as the Chief Minister of Bengal. Why does he not adopt 
this course in relation to the political prisoners most of wffiom are non- 
Muslims and become the leader not merely of the Muslims hut also of the 
Hindus and thus become the undisputed leader of whole Bengal ! Has he 
no such aspiration H Sir, I pause lor a rei)ly. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Kesolution moved: That this (kmncil 
is of opinion that all securit.x political prisoners taken under the Uefence 
of India Rules and Act or under Regulation III be set free without any 
further delay. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Mr. Deputy President, 
Sir, T heg to support the resolution winch has heen moved hy my friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 1’he resolution ur^es that thei(‘ should he an 
immediate release of pcditieal and se(‘urit> prisoners. It is well known 
that these political and security prisoneis hav<* long heem in jail and that 
at the time wdien this Ministry avos formed tlu' HonTde the Chief Ministei 
declared, and Avith this <leclaiatioii tin' tAvn Hindu Ministei" 
Messrs. GosAvami and Pain agre<*d, that they Avould see to it tliai the jiolitieal 
])risoners were leleased AAothin tin' next six montlis. Sir, more than a yeai 
has elapsed since then and tliough sonu* of the jiolitical and security 
prisoners haA’c heen re]ea'>;ed in driblets, still tlime is a large number ol 
such prisoners in custody and there is absolutely no indication from the 
Ministry tliat tliey are going to releaM* them in tlie near lutiire. The 
excuses \Adiich aie put forAvard fi'om time to tinu' arc* that it is not in the 
interest of public safi'ty that (]i(*v should ht* released. Tlie reasous for 
their detention an* really uot knoAvn to us or to the public at large. But 
there are many in this Council and outsidi* this Council avIio kiiOAv perhaps 
almost all of tlu'se gentlemen and the leaders who Ikia’c been incarcerated. 
We know that the only fault of theirs is that they love their country, tlie 
only fault of theirs is tliat they believe in certain ideals — ideals AA’hich 

urge them to work for the independence of tlu'Ir country. It is knoAV’n to 

all that those AAdio belong to the Congress are pledged to non-violence and 
therefore though they jnirsue their policy of edu(*ating the public, of doing 
all sorts of Avork for the uplift of the masvses of the people and for securing 
the independence of the country, yet they did not, nor did they intend to 
do anything wliicli under the laAv of the land can be culled criminal. They 
have been acting against the fascist idea, against the idea of Nazism and 
it is well known to Government that they really did not do anything which 
w^uhl deserve such long incarceration. WhateA’er might have been the 
position at the beginning of the Avar, at the time Arhen the war was at our 

very door, when there was an in\"asion or a token inA^asion of India, what- 

ever might huA’c been the position at the time Avhen the fortunes of war 
were favouring the enemy, yet it must he admitted on all hands that the 
situation now has changed for the better. Now, Sir, there is absolutely 
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no danger on that score and still we find that the ministry are not doing 
anything which they could haye done in accordance with their promise at 
the time when they took up office. 

It is suggested by many and it is also statetl seriously by many that 
there are reasons, personal interest for instan^*^', which induce the Ministers 
to keep a large nunaber of these prisoners in jail, including some of the 
members of the Legislature. If that is leally the idea behind it— and it 
seems to me that there is ample justification’ for that belief— it is indeed 
a very bad policy,, because the members of tlie Ijegislature wliom the 
Koii'ble TToir*e Minister jiersoiially knows, are certainly ab(»ve all suspicion 
so fur as the subversive inovtment is concerned and therefore if (lovernment 
release those gentlemen, the members of the other Ilor.^ic, the\ can at once 
find out whether the release of the poli1i(‘al prisoners woiild or A\onld not 
affect the peace of the country. It is well known that in Iht* ])rovin<‘es 
where Section is in operation, the (iovernor in his dis(‘rclion is releasing 

many of those pri.soners who were taken into custiMly in connection with 
the August, 194?. incideuis. It is (juite clear that that incidmit ha]>]>ened 
after the wholesale arrest of the (’ongressmeii, and that iiuddmit was not 
due to an\ niovcioent that was startid h> the ('ongress. 'I'hcvst* arn^sts were 
made merely on the ground that that memorahlc resolution was 

passed. Now, Sir, whether that wholesale arrest was justihed or not, 1 
am not really going to discuss hut the facts remain that the (hmgress avus 
not responsible for the activities of the masses that followed the arrest of 
their revered leaders. I believe when the Central (iovernnumt iiave thought 
it fit to release Mr. (Lindhi and other leaders they rtailly a])})reeiuted the 
point of view that w'us put forward in the country that tlu* (‘nugrcss or the 
leaders were not responsible for the ujdieaval. Tliat princi])l(‘ iiaving been 
accepted since then, many leaders, many national workins, liave been 
released. But unfortunately in this province the release has been most 
disappointing. We have been questioning the Hmi’ble Minister from tinii* 
to time about individual detenus — about individual prisoners, but th(‘ 
answer always came that tlie time has not yet come for theii’ lelease. We 
do not know w'hen the time will come. We do not known when this 
Ministry is going to release these persons whom they promised to r(‘lease 
when tliey came to office. If really the members of the Congrc.ss do belong 
to a subversive movement, I submit (jovtTiinient - -I mean the Minislry- is 
.‘ilso w'ith them. Some of them belong to that cam}), I refer to Hon’ble 
Mr. Pain and Mr. (joswaini. Wliy do they associate witli them:' I sub- 
mit. I am not going to make any difference Ixdween these tw'o members 
of tile party and the others. You may equally say the same thing aboul 
\our colleagues whom you want today by your side in the Cabinet and those 
w^hom you w^ant to unlaw'fully detain. We have never seen a large number 
of men detained without trial for such a length of time. Sir, we are not 
pleading for those who have been tried and convicted in a court of law for 
breaking the law of the country: we are only ])leading for those who have 
been arrested and detained on Hus])iciun. You havt* detained those* persons 
because you suspect that if those people are released they might do barm 
to the country or to the war effort. On that suspicion you can arrest and 
detain men for some time, for some days, for some weeks or even for some 
months; but year after year has rolled by and you do not seem to be at all 
anxious to consider their case and to release them. We do not know who 
advises you to detain them indefinitely, but I may tell you that you can 
easily take a chance, you can easily make an experiment by releasing those 
gentlemen who are as honest men as the honourable members of this House. 
I would therefore suggest, Sir, that this is a case which is most painful 
for all of US and for the country, and it does not do any credit to Govern- 
ment to keep or detain such a large number ot men of position, of light 
and leading in detention without any trial for such a long time. 

With these words, I whole-heartedly commend this resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 

35 
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The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in view of the fact that 
the debate on this resolution will not be over' today and also in view of 
the fact that we have another non-official day, I suggest, that we may 
adjourn now and those honourable members who have not yet spoken may 
speak on the next day when I shall be able to reply to them. I may also 
suggest that instead of sitting tomorrow we may sit on Thursday and 
Friday next to discuss non-official business. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I shall probably be not in Cal- 
cutta on Thursday next; so I may speak now and T shall be very brief. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I submit through you to the Chief 
Minister one thing If I understood him aright, he said that we won’t 
sit tomorrow. In that case, would it be possible to take up this business 
and tomorrow’s business on the next Thursday and Friday? If the Chief 
Minister has no objection, this would be more convenient to many members 
of this House. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have no objection. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, the demand embodied in this 
resolution of Mr. Lai it Chandra Has is being repeated so often that in 
discussing this problem we have a hesitancy in our mind as to whether this 
demand will be heeded to at all. However, this is a demand which the 
country has a right to make, wdiether it is heeded to or not. The country 
will not hesitate to repeat the demand. Sir, this is not a demand for 
release of persons who have been found guilty on trial in open court and 
on the evidence against them being tested. On the other hand, it is a 
demand for the release of persons who have been taken in custody and w’h(» 
have been deprived of their liberty, simply on the surmise that their liberty 
will jeopardise the security of the country. Really, this action is almost 
analogous to the detention of persons in the concentration camps in Europe. 
We have heard of concentration camps in (lermany, and not only in Germany 
but also in Russia. Rut there is a difference between the principle under- 
lying the concentration camps of those countries and the policy on which 
persons are deprived of their liberty here in this country. There I find 
that only persons who hold views different from the accepted views of the 
party in power are kept in the concentration camps, so that their activities 
may not land the country into peril. But here, as a matter of fact, we 
find that persons who are kept in detention camps as security prisoners or 
who are deprived of their liberty for an indefinite period are persons against 
whom there is only allegation of covert action from which no kind of 
inference can be drawn that their liberty is really a peril ,to the interest 
of the country. 

It is said very often that the evidence against such prisoners is put 
before some sort of a tribunal. But we know that these tribunals only 
test the evidence c.r parte; and moreover the evidence and the allegations 
against such persons of a very general and indefinite character. We have 
received reports to the effect that the charges which are formulated against 
them are of a very nebulous character. The charges are never based on 
specific facts, and they are of such vague and indefinite character that you 
can net in any individual you like. A man is deprived of his liberty 
simply because he happens to belong to a particular group of workers or 
persons who hold certain political views; and because he happens to hold 
i‘ertain political views, his jn’esence outside the prison is considered 
hazardous to the interests of the country. So the very principle on which 
these security prisoners hnve been kept in prison is one which must be 
condemned. The very basic principle underlying such detention is wrong. 
If you really do think that these persons are persons who are engaged 
in activities which would imperil the country, put them to trial at 
once ; and by means of the emergency laws which are in force in 
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the coxmtry now, it is very easy for you to prove your case. Therefore, we 
do not see any necessity for keeping so many persons in prisons without 
giving them an opportunity to answer the charges against them openly 
before a Tribunal. I confess that exigencies may arise in which it may 
be found necessary to keep in temporary cu^'Tody persons whose liberty 
may be thought 4o be perilous to the best interest of the country; but that 
depends on the situation that exists at a particular moment. A man wlio 
might have been thought dangerous six months back may be thought quite 
inoccuous and safe today. The situation is changing very quickly and for 

the better and with this change in the situation the standpoint of Govern- 

ment, the outlook of the ministry also ought to change : and with this 
change in the situation the whole basic principle to be pursued regarding 
the further detention of prisoners should be revised. The situation which 
governed their detention and which required their detention a year back 
does not exist now and I should therefore say that the present situation in 
the country requires a thorough revision of the basic principle underlying 
the detention of people without trial. We often find that the excuse is 
put forward that this ministry cannot release these prisoners without tho 
authority of the Centre. Sir, only the other day we heard persons iu 
authority in the Centre to say that the release of politi'-al prisoners, the 
responsibility for that, rests with the provinces. Jt is for them to judge 
as to whom to release and whom to keep in custody. So, Sir, 

the excuse of shifting the responsibility on the shoulders of the 
Centre is not a houn fide one. Some say that the responsibility 
is the province’s, while the provinces on their part try to shift 

the responsibility on the Centre; but when the (-entre has openly 
announced that the responsibility is with the provinces, then the country 
will demand from those who are at the helm of the administration of this 
province that they should take courage in both hands and revise the basic 
principle underlying the detention of political prisoners and release the 
prisoners. Circumstanced as we are, the country requires the patriotic 
services of her sons. It cannot be gainsaid that those persons who have 
been detained behind the prison bars are good patriots. We may not agree 
with their political ideals, but they are the soii.s of the country and^ the 
country requires their services to the full at the present moment.^ The 
(ountry is at present in the hands of bribe-takers, corruptors and profiteers. 
The couiitrv requires the public opinion to be mobilised against these anti- 
social elements. The country requires their services to (counteract the 
present corruption and profiteering. These anti-social activities of black- 
marketeers and profiteers cannot be allowed to continue. For the purpose 
of wiping out the demoralising condition which prevails at present in this 
province it is very necessary that these patriotic sons and (laughters of 
the country should be released iorthwith. And the country demands that 
the ministry should take courage in both hands to release them. 


Mr DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. May I take it that it is 
the desire of the House that we rise earlier today and that there will be no 
sitting tomorrow, and that the adjournment motion which was tabled for 
Monday next will be taken up on Wednesday next at 1-.30 p.m. and that 
Thursday and Friday next week will be days for non-official business f 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA and Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 


Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS The House stands adjourned till l-JiO p.m. 
on Wednesday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 21st March, 
1945. 
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Members Absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held" on the ^5th 
March, 1945 :~ 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Bahadur N. Amin. 

(4) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(5) Rai Bahadur K. (!. Banerjce: 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(8) Maul ana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

(12) ])r. K. S. Ru>. 

(13) Mr. S. N, Sanyal. 

(14) Mr. Yakub H, S. Sattar. 

(15) The Hon ’hie Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 


BGP-45/6-3237A-750 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 



First Ssssion, 1945— No. 18. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 2l8t March, 1945, at 1-;U) p.in., being 
the eighteenth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to Section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Sir Buoy Piias*\1) Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair.* 


Oath. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo took the oath of office. 

Felicitations to the Hon’ble President on his return from England. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, with your permission, 1 should like to offer on my behalf and on behalf 
of the House our sincere greetings on your safe return home after strenuous 
work in Great Britain in these dangerous times. Sir, you were called away 
rather suddenly and- we did not know before you had already left. We all 
wished you well and we arc so glad to get you back in our midst. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am extremely grateful to the ITon’ble the Leader 
of the House Jind the honourable members for the sentiments expressed by 
the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 1 believe we had a very useful 
conference where the points of view of India were very fully urged and I 
hope something tangible will come out of it. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now the House will take up the adjournment 
motion standing in the name of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 
Yes, Rai Bahadur. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may I speak 
over the microphone? 

Sir, I beg to move : 

‘That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite mattei 
of urgent public importance, namely, nepotism and distribution 
of patronage among members of the Legislature and near relatives 
of the Ministers by the appointment' of Syed Abdul Salim, m.l.a., 
Chairman, Distric-t Board, Dacca, as the sole handling Agent for 
yam and cloth of finer counts for the Sadar subdivision of the 
Dacca district, including the city of Dacca, by the granting of a 
special textile license to him for carrying on business in the above 
two commodities to the utter detriment of the trade and the 
interests of the consuming public.” 

I regret to have to birng forward this adjournment motion for it calls 
into question the integrity of some of my colleagues in public life, pariicm- 
larly the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin and 
Syecl Abdul Salim with whom I had the privilege to work in the Munici- 
pality and the District Board of Dacca for many years. But, Sir, necessity 
knows no law. I am impelled by a sense of public duty to expose the 
extent to which favouritism, corruption, and jobbery are now prevailing 
in all branches of the provincial administration. Not only Government 
36 
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officers, but also the Ministers and their Parliamentary Secretaries under 
the present regime have been taking full advantage of their power and 
position and adopting questionable tactics for securing their personal ends. 
The record of public service of Sir Nazimuddin which should be stainless 
has been soiled by the foul company of some of his relations and advisers. 

The motion which I have been called upon to move raises a very import- 
and question of principle, namely, whether the Ministry are justified in 
favouring and patronising their own relatives and supporters at the expense 
of more deserving persons in the matter of distribution of contracts and 
appointment to various posts in the gift of the Government. Sir, our ex- 
perience of the past few years since the present Ministry has come into 
power has been very sad indeed in this respect. Judging from their action, 
the Ministry seems bent upon securing their personal gain at the sacrifice 
of public interest. There can be no better proof of nepotism, selfishness and 
unjustifiable patronage than that furnished by the appointment of Syed 
Abdul Salim, m.l.a., a cousin of the Khwaja brothers — the twin Ministers 
of the Bengal Government — as the sole handling Agent for ytarn and cloth.s 
of finer counts for the Sadar subdivision of the Dacca district including tbc 
city of Dacca. In this connection, I would like to inform the House that 
Government passed an order sometime before the Pujas prohibiting the 
issue of any new textile licence to anybody, however convincing the grounds 
might be, unless the candidate had done business during what was termed 
as the basic period, namely, 1940-41, 194142 and 19424d. But it is sur- 
prising that in spite of this definite order Mr. Salim managed to take out a 
special textile licence in January last, although no such licence was issued 
to any other person after October, 1944, in compliance with the Govern- 
ment instructions. Now, Sir, it passes mv comprehension as to why an 
exception was made in Mr. Salim's case, lie has no experience of textile 
trade nor has the family to w'hich he belongs any business tradition. It is 
understood that he received recently a consignment of 89 bales of fine cloth, 
but enquiries go to show that it was never ])laced on the market. Where 
has all this cloth gone, then? Would the Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy mention 
the source from which Mr. Salim obtained the supply and the names of the 
dealers to whom this cloth was given? Sir, if the Hon’ble the Civil 
Supplies Minister fails to give a satisfactory answer, the natural conclusion 
will be that the cloth was sold in the black market. 

Sir, I do not grudge Mr. Salim's extra earnings; nor do I grudge any 
of the Hon’ble Ministers augmenting his income; but there should be no 
shady transactions of any kind w^hich would jeopardise the country’s 
interests and tarnish the fair name of Bengal. vSir, this is not all. Tlic 
House w’ill perhaps be interested to hear more about favouritism and 
unjustifiable patronage w^hich has been extended to the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister’s own kith and kin, as well as the adherents and supporters of the 
present Ministry. I congratulate Mr. Salim on his achievements and on 
being able to secure for his wife, Sufia Khatoon, a contract for the cons- 
truction of boat^i. Similar contracts, I understand, have been given to the 
wives of two other Khwajas of Ashan Manzil. Sir, this is a performance 
of the ministry which needs no comment. I shall now mention the names 
of some more fortunate members of the Dacca Nawab family and M.L.A.’s 
who have either been given appointments to various services under Govern- 
ment control or been helped in securing contracts. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I rise on a point of 
order? This matter deals with the question of giving Mr. Salim certain 
agencies to which I am prepared to reply, as far as the matter deals with 
my department . 

Mr. PRESIOEHT: Eai Bahadur is referring to the general question, I 
am afraid. 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


305 


IMS.] 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not only to the general 
question, Sir, but also to matters which do not relate to my department at 
^1. I submit, therefore, the honourable member should be asked to confine 
himself to the subject-matter of the Adjournment Motion, so that I can 
give a proper reply to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Rai Bahadar, you should confine your- 
self to the subject-matter of the adjourniuent motion and should not intro- 
duce extraneous matters. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 have no desire to 
introduce extraneous matters, Sir; but I submit that the motion is a very 
wide one : it deals not only with the textile licence granted to Mr. Salim 
but also the distribution of patronage among members of the Legislature 
and near relatives of the Ministers. Mr. Salim’s case is one of the many 
instances of such patronage. It is not possible, Sir, to incorjmraie in the 
body of the motion itself the names of all the persons who have been unduly 
and dishonestly favoured. I will make more startling disclosures if my 
friend will hold his soul in patience. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Your motion is very definite and it deals only 
with 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Rir, I submit that the 
matter is very definite, namely, nepotism and distribution of patronage among 
members of the legislature and near relatives of Ministers by the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Salim.' The Hon’ble member cannot go on in this way raising 
questions regarding the distribution of contracts gemually and this that 
and other things. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: llai Bahadur, it must he a definite matter of 
urgent public importance as you know, and that jxnnt was fully consi<lered 
when your Adjournment Motion was admitted. The (piesiion raised by 
you here is the abuse of power by the present Ministry and distribution of 
patronage among members of the legislature and mail* relatives of the 
Ministers by the apjiointmcnt of Mr. Salim, m.l.a. That is a s])ecific ])oint; 
so please try to confine yourself to that point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may T point out one fact? The 
Adjournment Motion raises a question wdiere it has been definitely ]iointed 
out that there lias been distribution of favour amongst the near relatives of 
the Ministers concerned, and as an example only one instance, namely, that 
of granting a textile licence to Mr. Salim, has been mentioned. If that was 
not the object, then what is the necessity of using tlie expression “mqiotism 
and distribution of patronage among members of the legislature and near 
relatives of the Ministers” etc. The only meaning conveyed by this expres- 
sion is the distribution of patronage among the near relatives of the Minis- 
ters concerned as exemplified by the a])pointment of Mr. Salim as the sole 
handling agent for yarn and fine cloths, etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: DonH you see, Mr. Das, the point that it is not 
possible for the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment to reply to general allegations? He can reply to a specific question 
only and if other matters are raised, they go outside the purview of his 
department altogether. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. SUHRAWARDY: As to the point raised by 
Mr. Das, Sir, I think that had the motion been as vague or as general as 
Mr. Das wishes it to be worded, then I am perfectly certain that it would 
have been disallowed either by the Chair. This motion only raises a specific 
matter of urgent public importance and an honourable member cannot 
make a vague charge such as this in an Adjournment Motion of this type. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I make a submission? In this 
connection, may I draw your attention to the words “distribution of patron- 
age among members of the legislature and near relatives of the Ministers 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, please confine yourself to the specific 
point mentioned in the Adjournment Motion. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das has made the position very clear. I have referred to 
Mr. Salim’s case as an example of the abuse of power by the present 
Ministry. There are several instances of such abuse of power which I am 
perfectly at liberty to mention in connection with this Motion. I do not 
think 1 am irrelevant. I am not speaking on any subject which is not 
envisaged in the Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was in connection with the appointment of 
Mr. Salim. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Yes, Mr. Salim’s 
appointment, as I have said, is one of the glaring instances of nepotism. 
Then, Sir, as I was going to say, would the lion’ble Minister kindly let us 
know from where did Mr. Salim get the supjily, as also the names of the 
dealers to whom this cloth was given? If the Ilon'ble the Civil Supplies 
Minister fails to give a satisfactory answer, the presuinjition w^ill be that 
the cloth was sold in the black market. Sir, I shall repeat what I have 
already said. 1 do not grudge any honest atteinj)! on the part of any 
Hon’ble Minister to increase his imamie; but no questionable tactics should 
be adopted to further his self-interest. That is what I object to. I pro- 
])ose now^ to cite a few more concrete instances of (‘ontracts and apj)oint- 
ments given to persons w'ho do not deserve any favour, judged by the sole 
test of merit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hai Bahadur, you had better leave out those other 
contra(*is and confine yourself to the Motion. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, am I not 
entitled to mention the names of the other members of the Dacca Yawah 
family who have been shown special favour in the matter of contracts and 
appointments? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you should make out specific points and not 
make a general allegation. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I do not wish 
to make vague allegations. 1 wdll state the facts that are in my possession. 
These will show unmistakably the extent to which favouritism is rampant 
in the administration of the Province. I w’ould add in this connection that 
Mr. Salim is interested in the Star Engineering Company of Faridpur. As 
proprietor of this newdy-established Firm and also as a partner of another 
Firm, entitled the Faridpur Engineering Company, Mr. Salim and another 
M.L.A. have secured contracts for the construction of boats to the tune of 
5 to () lakhs of rupees. Sir, similar contracts, it is understood, have been 
secured in the names of the wdves of Ehwaja Shahabuddin and Naw’abzada 
Khwaja Nasarullah, Minister and Parliamentary Secretary' respectively, to 
the Government of Bengal 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, you should look at the text of the 
Adjournment Motion. The Motion runs as follows : — * nepotism and 
distribution of patronage among members of the Legislature and near 
relatives of the Ministers by the apimintment of Syed Abdul Salim, Chair- 
man, District Board, Dacca, as the sole handling agent for yarn and cloths 
of finer counts for the Sadar Subdivision” etc., etc. So the real point for 
discussion should be the appointment of Mr. Salim 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: No, Sir; nepotism and 
patronage in general and the appointment of Mr. Salim in particular. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: That seems to be 
the correct interpretation. It is unfortunate that the Chair should try to 
throttle the discussion of a subject which is of vital importance to the 
people of this province. What I want to point out is that not only 
Mr. Salim but a large number of other members of the Dacca Nawab family 
has been unduly favoured by the distribution contracts and loaves and 
fishes of office under the Government. Thip ’s a matter of first-rate public 
importance and no body can deny it. 

Now, Sir, the distribution of loaves and fishes was made in this way: — 

(1) Nawabzada Khwaja Ahsanullah, a cousin of Sir Nazimuddin, w^as 

appointed Assistant Controller of Jute Regulation on a pay of 
Rs. 500 per month and after serving for two years, it is alleged, 
.he had to resign on a charj^e of defalcation. He is a non- 
Matric and yet he was found suitable for the post in preference 
to candidates possessing infinitely superior qualifications. 

(2) K. M. Azad, son of the late Nawabzada K. Atikullah, and brother- 

in-law’ of the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin, has been a])poiiited 
Deputy Labour Commissioner, Rengal, and selected for Overseas 
training on a Government scholarshij) of Rs. 00,000. 

Tho Hon’blo SUHRAWARDYs On a point of order, Sir. 

(Mr. Habidas Majumdab : Do not yield.) Whether he yields or not, I must 
say, Sir, that the honourable member is bringing all these things on record 
and he is inakiiig allegations against an officer who is not present here. 
The allegation made by the honourable member is entirely false. There 
is no charge of defalcation against that officer. He has not designed at all. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: My reading of the Motion is this that Mr. Salim’s 
appointment is the specific question that you propose to raise. You need 
not refer to the other near relatives of the Ministers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, may I point out that the Motion 
relates io nepotism and distribution of patronage among the members of 
the Legislature and the near relatives of the Ministers. As an instance of 
favouritism, he has cited the appointment of Mr. Salim. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the Motion had been 
worded in the way suggested now, it would not have been admitted at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The real point that the Rai Bahadur wants to 
raise in this Motion arises out of the appointimmt of Mr. Salim as tin* sole 
handling agent. But I must say that tJie wording is not very happy. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, I would have 
perhaps been out of order, if I had not mentioned the relationshi]) of the 
Ministers with the persons appointed in the various branches of adminis- 
tration. 

Now, Sir, as I was saying, Mr. K. M. Azad is proceeding to England 
for training at Government expense. 

(3) Khwaja Mainuddin, son of the late Nawabzada K. Atikullah, and 

second brother-in-law of the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin, has got an 
appointment in the Fire Secti(m of the Calcutta A.R.P. Depart- 
ment on a monthly salary of Rs. 400. He is also a non-Matric. 

(4) Khwaja Bahauddin son of the late Nawabzada K. Atikullah, the 

third brother-in-law of the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin, has’ also 
been given an appointment in Calcutta. He is another non- 
Matric member of the Nawab family to get a job through Minis- 
^ terial influence. 

(5) Khwaja Md. Akmal, son of the late Khan Bahadur Nawabzada 

K. M. Afzal, a near relation of Mr. Shahabuddin, has been 
appointed Staff Officer under Dacca A. R. P. 
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(6) Kazi J’alaluddin Akbar, son-in-law of Khan Bahadur Haji Khwaja 

Md. Ismail, and a near relation of the Chief Minister, has been 
appointed Second Lieutenant in the Civil Pioneer Force. 
Qualification — ^N on-Matric . 

(7) K. M. Naser, son of Khan Sahib K. Nuruddin of Ahsun Manzil, a 

close relation of Mr. Shahabuddin, has been given the post of 
Staff Officer, Messenger Service, Dacca A.R.P. 

(8) Mr. Nabi Buksh,. son-in-law of the late Khan Bahadur Nawabzada 

K./M. Afzal of the Dacca Nawab family, was appointed Chief 
Inspector, Jute Regulation, Dacca. Now he has been serving 
as District Development Officer at Dacca, Educational quali- 
fication — Non-Matric. , 

(9) K. Sadaruddin, son of Nawabzadi Pari Banoo Khanum’ cousin of 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, has been given a iob under the Civil 
Supplies Department at Calcutta. Formerly, he was in the 
Jute Regulation Dej^artment. 

(10) Syed Asak Hossain of Ahsun Manzil, a co-sharer of Dacca Nawab 

Estate, and nephew of Mr. Salim, has been appointed Publicity 
Officer, Dacca, North Sadar subdivision, wil^h headquarters at 
Ahsun Manzil in Dacca City. He is innocent of the Bengali 
language and yet he has been thought fit for publicity work in 
rural areas! There were many graduates among the candidates 
but their claims were superseded. 

(11) Md. Yusuff Jan, again a member of that great family, has been 

appointed Inspector, Civil Supplies Department, and posted to 
Dacca. 

(12) Mr. Moslem, a non-Matric cousin of Mr. Shahabuddin, has been 

api)oint,ed Superviser, Enfonicment Branch, on a salary of 
Rs. d50 per month and the usual travelling allowance, on strong 
recommendation from his influential relatives. 

(13) Mr. Moslem’s son has been apjminted Staff Officer under Calcutta 

A.R.P. on a monthly salary of Rs. 205. 

(14) Khwaja Md. Bakht has been given the post of Manager of shops 

of Cottage Industries under the Industries Dei)artment, Govern- 
ment of Bengal, although he has no educational qualifications. 

(16) Syed Ilyder, nej)hew of Mr. Salim, has been appointed Superviser 
of Post-Raid Information Service on a monthly salary of Rs. 150. 
(16) Maulvi Majibar Rahman, brother of the Government Chief Whip 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman, has been appointed District Publicity 
Officer on a salary of Rs. 200 per month plus travelling and 
other allowances. 

The following have been given contracts for boat reconstruction — all of 
them belonging to the Dacca Nawab family: — 

(1) Jahanara Begum, wife of Nawabzada K. Nasarullah and sister of 

Mr. S. A, Salim. 

(2) Nawabzada Ahsanullah, cousin of Mr. Shahabuddin. 

(3) Mr, Salim, an M.L.A, 

(4) Mr. Ahmed Reza, nephew of Mr. S. A. Salim. 

(5) Syed Saheb Alam, m.l.a., brother of Mr. Salim. 

(6) Nawabzada Hafizullah, cousin of Mr. Salim. 

(7) Khwaja Ashraf, cousin of Mr. Shahabuddin. 

(8) Khwaja Peara Ladla, nephew (sister’s son) of Mr. vShahabuddin. 

(9) Mr. Shahabuddin and another high Government official have also 

secured contracts jointly in the name of a Company which has 
been namejj, ‘*The Ganges Boat Building Co.”. 
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ContracU for other construction works. 

(1) Mr. S. A. Salim and our esteemed colleagrue Mr. Hamidul Huq 

Chowdhury, m.l.c., whom I do not find here at the present 
moment, have secured contracts in the name of ‘‘The Eengal 
Construction Co.’’ and 

(2) Mr. S. A. Salim and Mrs. Shahabuddiu. in the name of the Shalimar 

Engineering Co., of which the Hon'ble the Civil Supplies 
Minister and another M.L.C. ore also reported to be partners 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I want to tell the 
House here and now that this kind of insinuation does not pay, because I 
have got a tongue in inv (‘heek by using which I cay say that it is a dammed 
lie. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You will have an opportunity of replying to the 
points concerning your Department. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, the Hon’ble 
Minister should withdraw the Avords “damned lie”. The expression »is 
unparliamentary. He might have used Mr. Churehill’s words “termino- 
logical inexactitude”. He should be more polite in his utterances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is rather unfortunate. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: lie should withdraw the ^ 
word, Sir. Should he not do so? 

The Hn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it seems that the honour- 
able member does not object to be called a liar if it be through the expres- 
sion “terminological inexactitude”. 

Mr. PRESIDE*NT: Mr. Siihrawardy will kindly withdraw’ the word. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, it has now become a 
habit wdth the ()[)position most easily to throw aspersions on the Ministers. 
They may think that it is a grand fun; but T do not take it to be so. I 
think that tlie mud that is tlirown at us in this way slicks to us. There- 
fore, I will not allow this mud to be throw’ll at us in this irresponsible 
fashion and to let it ])ass unchallenged without a disclaimer l)cing utU^red 
here and now’ that tffey are lies, 1 am prepared 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, is it in order for an 
Hon’ble Minister who has been asked to withdraw a word to make a state- 
ment of this kind? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H.. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I am quite prepared 
not to use any strong word ; but I w’ant your protection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may point out one thing : it adds neither to the 
dignity of this House nor to the level of the debate it such expressions 
are exchanged betw’een the members of the Opposition and members of tlie 
Crovernment. It is much better, therefore, tliat the honourable members 
should use only parliamentary’ expressions. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But Mr. Suhrawardy has 
not withdrawn the word, Sir. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have advised him to do so. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, a bird whispers 
into my ears that a large sum of money has been deposited w’ith the City 
Bank of New York, an American concern, by Mr. Shahabuddin in his own 
name as well as in the name of his wife and sons. It is also reported that 
Mr. Shahabuddin, Mr. Suhrawardy, and Rai Bahadur 11. P. Saha of 
Tangail have jointly purchased the assets of Messrs. M. David & Co., the 
^ell-known jute firm of Narayanganj, for Rs. 65 lakhs. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will you permit the honour 
able member to go on insinuating in this way, Sir? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, can the Hon’ble Minister po oi 
interjecting in this way and say that certain statements are a ‘‘damned lie”' 

whilt® “'■j r- *• ««HRAWARDY: Sir, how does this statemen 

^ich IS a damned he come within the purview of this Motion, namelv 
at ot nepotism and distribution of patronage among the members of tlif 
legislature and near relatives of the Ministers? 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I have pointed out that the Eai Bahadur shoulc 
confine himself to the text of the resolution. Please go on, Eai Bahadur 
but you should leave out extraneous matters. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, much valuabh 
time has been wasted by unnecessary interruptions by the Civil Supplies 
[Minister. I should be allowed to finish my speech. Another report is ir 
circulation that the Hon’ble Mr. Sahabuddin has purchased his residential 
hanse, No. 52, Syed Ameer Ali Avenue, for Es. 48,000. 

Sir, almost all the members of the Coalition Party have been the 
recipients of favour in some form or other. Either they have been giver 
contracts or their relatives have been provided with suitable jobs undei 
Government. So they have got some sort of financial relief 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a very general allegation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: That is only ar 
observation, Sir, ^financial relief in consideration of their loyal co- 

operation and support for keeping the Ministiy in power. Besides securing 
contracts either in their own names or in tli'e names of their wives, tlie 
Khwaja Sahebs have formed private Limited Companies to carry on' busi- 
ness transactions under the protection of the Ministry. Mr. Salim, Khar 
Bahadur Aulad Hossain, m.l.a., second Vice-Chairman, District Bo^jrd, 
Dacca, and Maulvi Shamsul Huda, ill., a member of the Dacca District 
Board, have formed a private Limited Company and have succeeded in 
securing substantial boat contracts (carrying). It may be noted here tliat 
Maulvi Shamsul Huda has been allowed to retain his seat in the District 
Board altliough he does not attend meetings regula^^ly, being posted to 

Gopalganj in the district of Faridpur as a Lawyer Magistrate (Here the 

member reached time-limit.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Eai Bahadur, your time is up. 

R&i Bftbddur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, half of my time 
has been wasted on account of interruptions from the Government benches. 
May I have a little more time? I want three minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have spoken for half an hour and I am sorry 
I cannot allow you any more time. 

Motion moved : “That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, nepotism and 
distribution of patronage among members of the Legislature and near 
relatives of the Ministers by the appointment of Syed Abdul Salim, m.l.a.. 
Chairman, District Board, Dacca, as the sole handling agent for yarn and 
(doths of finer counts for the Sadar subdivision of the Dacca district, includ- 
ing the city of Dacca, and the granting of a special textile license to him 
for carrying on business in the aluive two commodities to the utter detriment 
of the trade and the interests of the consuming public.” 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I intervene in this 
debate at this stage to say just a few words? The Minister-in-charge of 
Civil Supplies will reply to this motion on behalf of the Government. Biit 
I must say a few words in reply to certain remarks of the mover of the 
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motion. I have known Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee as a gentle- 
man for a long time. I am afraid. I will have to revise that opinion. I d.o 
not know how anybody can make such a baseless statement. If he has any 
sense of decency, let him publish the statement made on the floor of this 
House in the Press and if then he can maintain what he said here today, 
I will certainly make an apology for rev^ '"iig my opinion ; if he has any 
sense of decency he should make thiM statement outside and make it 
^blicly. Let him not make untrue statements under the protection of this 
House and let a chance be given to the persons against whom he made 
allegations to take action against him. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJi: Sir, in rising to support the 
motion of my friend Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji I do not want 
to indulge in criticising any <»f the activities of the otJier departments as 
disclosed in the statement made by the mover. They are suflieient to 
condemn the present Ministry. Sir, the cloth ])r()blem has become a puzzle 
and the more we look into it the more we are unable to account for the cloth 
famine that is discernible now. It is suggested that Bengal has not received 
a sufficient (luota from tlje Central (lovernment and therefore the present 
scarcity has become so acute, ^\e are unable to take tliis as the real cause 
for the ])resent situation. The statement of Sir Azizul Hacpie in the 
Central Assembly makes it rh‘ar that Bengal received the quota of cloth. 
Sir Chadravarkar stated definitely that as against an allotment of 150, (XiO 
bales of cloth, Bengal received 170,000 hales — , 

Tho Hon’ble Mr^ Hi $■ SUHRAWARDY: (hi a point of order. Sir, 
these things are wholly irrelevant. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Me are dealing with the 
cloth situation and these things are relevant. I do not yield to the 
IIonM)lc Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhen a point of order is raised, you must yield. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member is 
reading out a sjjccch relating to the cloth ])robleni of Bengal and th(‘ state- 
ments that have been made by the hood Member of the (lovernment of India 
relating to the amount of cloth sent to this ])rovince. What jM)Hsible rele- 
vancy is there with the appointment of Mr. Salim as a handling agent of 
cloth y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Probably Mr. Mukherjee wants t/o point out that 
due to this sort of j)atr()iuige and nej)otism theue was sljortage of (‘loth in 
Bengal. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I want to make it dear 
that the (jivil Su])plies Minister is unable to account f(U‘ tlie quota Bengal 
received. 1 have made this statement before and I repeat this charge today 
and I wdll go on repeating it until the situation is cleared uj). The Jfon’ble 
Minister should know that he is governing this ])rovince and he is getting 
the supply of cloth from the Central (lovcjrnment not for the purpose of 
giving it to his friends and relations and members of his party who have 
kept him in office 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, will you please resume your 
speech ? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: All right, Sir. As I was 
saying, Sir Chandravark^r stated definitely that as against an allotment of 
150, (XK) bales of cloth Bengal received 179,000 hales. He further states 
that some cloth went out to (Miina and Tibbet and the suggestion is that this 
cloth must have gone out from the Bengal quota. He further stated that 
cloth was selling at CJiina at Rs. 10 a yard. We would like the Bengal 
Government to clarify the situation. We would like to know if Bengal 
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Govemmeiit has allotted a single yard of cloth to go out of Bengal for other 
purposes. If Bengal Government has not directly allowed it, we would like 
a definite statement as to whether any quantity of cloth has been allowed 
to go out of Bengal through the black-market. In the district of Dacca 
the Central Government has been able to find out a clue about a crore 
and 50 lakhs of Government money which was unaccounted for on account 
of the Burma refugees fund. If the Bengal Government is unable to 
help in detecting the black-market of cloth, it would be only 'because the 
detectors are themselves the culprits. It would be necessary in that base 
to take some outside help. It is clear that huge sums of money are being 
made by selling cloth in the black-market. I would quote only one instance 
which was brought to iny notice by a responsible member of the Lower 
House. He told me that a fine cloth which was marked at Rs. 10 and odd 
per pair was purchased by a friend of Jiis at Rs. 55. I would request the 
honourable members to consider the situation. It is said that along with 
standard cloth large quantities of fine cloth are also sent along with it and 
the particular importer knows from some mark in the bale outside that the 
bale contains finer cloth and he takes particular care of it. Government 
does not actually supply tiie standard cloth to the market, simply issues 
permit to the handling agent and we know how the permits are being dealt 
vith. In this way also a large amount of cloth is going out to fihe black- 
market. Sir, in my Budget Speech I mentioned a particular instance when 
a member of the Lower House received supply of 50 bales in November, 
1944. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy enquired of me as to the name of the 
honourable member; 1 gave him the particular name, but T do not know 
whether he verified it. I would now disclose the name on the floor of this 
House. This gentleman is no other than tlie person with regard to whom 
we are now considering this adjournment motion; it is Mr. Salim, M.T...A. 
The recommendation went out not from the Hon’ble Minister liimself tut 
from the Parliamentary Secretary of the Civil Sui)plies Department. I 
liope honourable members of the House will realise that the Parliamentary 
Secretary would not have the courag(‘ to make any recommendation unless 
si)ecially ordered to do so by the llon’ble Minister himself. The Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister promised the other day^that he wo\ild make a statement 
on the floor of ihe House on the statement of Sir Azizul Huq in the Central 
Government. We have not yet got any statement from him. It may be 
he is unable to explain or it may be that he has not been able to find time 
for this very important wmrk for which there is so much i)ublic clamour. 
In the supplementary estimate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister stated tnat 
standard cloth of the value of I crore 30 lakhs will remain in hand as he 
will not be able to sell it. Even this statement was criticised by me and I 
wanted to know where this standard cloth was kept and why the Bengal 
Government was unable to dispose it of. I would suggest that the Govern- 
ment should immediately disclose the entire stock of cloth, yarn and other 
kinds of cloth which was received in Bengal from outside and the struck of 
cloth and yam which was produced in mills situated within Bengal and 
also to disclose the names of persons who received permits for them as well 
as the names of the shop-keepers who received the finer pieces of cloth. We 
would not mind if this required the engagement of a large stafi for a few days 
some paper for the purposes of printing statement. I 
think tJie Government of Bengal has now got enough staff to prepare this 
Textile Department should immediately ]dace the papers in the 
hands of an independent body. Sir, I am informed that some papers from 
the lex tile Department are missing. We would like the Government to 
what are those papers. Why are they missing? The rumour is 
that the papers are not actually missing but have been kept in safe custody 
somewhere beyond the reach of ordinary human beings and that they are 
^ purpose of tracing the black-marketeers and receiving 
the share of profit which is due from their dealers. Sir, those are very 
senous charges, and I hope the Government will consider seriously what 
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action they should take. To the members of the European bloc I would 
make a special appeal. Only on Tuesday last it is they who by their support 
saved the Ministry from defeat on the floor of this House on an adjournment 
motion regarding the payment of taxes of this House to the Calcutta 
Corporation. I made it clear in my speech th.it the Corporation prayed 
that they might be given a set off against the. dues of the Government but it 
was not done. The European group have a special responsibility and a 
special duty to perform. It is they wit'll whose help the present Ministry came 
into being. I am not going to repeat that story on the floor of this House 
now. We had been under the administration of the present Ministry for 
more than two years and the Ministry has been kept on purely with the 
support of the European bloc. The inetiiciency and corruptions of the 
present Ministry have not only been disclosed but the lloirble the Finance 
Minister the other day adniiiied that they were unable to control the 
corruption that was going on in various departments of the Government. If 
knowing all these, the European group support the Ministry I would w'urn 
them that the w'orld outside Bengal and outside India will form a bad 
impression of the part the Europeans are playing in India. I would repeat 
that the instances of suicide committed by women for want of cloth is a 
thing which never happened in India before the present crisis and it is a 
thing which is unheard of in any part of the world. It is a very serious 
thing. Finally, I would appeal to His Excellency the Governor to take 
the matter into his personal consideration and exercise his power under 
the Government of India Act. 


Mr, NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH: Mr. Bresident, I whole- 
heartedly siipj)ort the motion that has been moved by Rai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee. But before I deal w'ith the sub.]ect-matler of the reso- 
lution I would with your permission beg to mention certain facts which, 
have been brought to our notice owing to the interference of the lloirble 
Minister in charge (»f the Civil Supplies Department. He rose to points of 
order and wanted to say that in the discuission of this motion nothing but 
Mr. Salim’s contract was relevant. The Hon’ble Minister is a lawyer and 
must be \vell-versed in the' Law of Relevancy. So I sugg(*st that he may 
kindly go through the text of the resolution; if be does so, he would then 
very easily understand that there w^as in addition to Mr. Salim’s contract, 
which is the subject-matter of the motion, a g'uicral charge* of corruption 
and nepotism. The conduct of the llon’blc Mr. Suhrawardy and the 
expression he has used, namely, “damned lie” is, to say the least, unworthy 
of a Minister, and further when asked to withdraw the word it was unworthy 
of a Minister to disobey the order of tlie Chair. 

I would like to mention another matter which was also brought before 
the House by the Hon’ble the (’hief Minister. He had not the (joiirUisy or 
courage to contradict Mr. Banerjea on tJie points that he has raised but he 
only challenged him to make outside the House a statement of the nature 
which he made on the floor of the House. Thus he ijractically threatened 
that if such allegations were made outside the House, then other persons 
whose names were brought in w^ould perhaps start litigation with a view to 
vindicate their character. Sir, I do not at all appreciate the position taken 
up by the Chief Minister. Honourable members are entitled in this House 
to bring to our notice (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : Yes, to 
make aspersions or insinuations, however false.) Yes, any insinuations 
or aspersions in order to have a clarification, if clarification is possible. If 
a clarification is no): possible, wdien the facts cannot be controverted, then 
it is not a case w^hen they should be met with a challenge, ^f however they 
were not facts, then only is it that the Ministry may challenge then and 
contradict them. Here also the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister ought to have 
done that, instead of uttering a vague threat of litigation. That is not the 
proper way to meet the case. Honourable members of this House have got 
every right to bring before the House certain allegations which they believe 
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to be true, information which they believe to be correct; but whether they 
are true or not it is for the Ministry to say. If an allegation is contradict- 
ed by Government, the House can demand an enquiry into that allegation 
and call upon the Government to produce documents and come before a 
tribunal to prove their case. Mere abuse or statements that ‘^you are a 
argument. You ought to come before the House with facts 
and figures and not abuse. This is all that I have to say on this aspect of 
the matter. 

With regard to the resolution before the House, I beg to submit that it is 
now an open secret in Bengal that corruption is going and that too on a 
scale which is unprecedented, and the corruption that is going on in the 
highest scale is in respect of the Civil Supplies Department from top to 
bottom. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish, I am afraid, we are not con- 
sidering the general allegations; please confine yourself to the text of the 
adjournment motion, as far as possible. 

Mr. NAGENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH: As I read the text of 
the motion. Sir, I think the intention underlying the Rai Baha- 

dur’s motion was to refer to the general corruption, nepotism and 
favouritism of the present Ministry and particularly the case of 
Mr. Salim has been mentioned. That is how I understand it. (The 

Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy : I do not see the word **corrup- 

tion” in the adjournment motion.) I think the expressions “nepotism” 
and “distribution of patronage” convey the same meaning and I 

would like to know if it is not so according to the Hon’ble Minister. Now, 
Sir, even if we are to assume that it is limited to tlie case of Mr. Salim, it is 
open to the honourable members to discuss the principle underlying this 
distribution of patronage and it is not confined to the (question of Mr. Salim 
alone. The principle which guide the Ministers and the conduct of the 
Ministers in taking action would clearly suggest that they are unduly favour- 
ing their jiartymen and their friends and relations and I think the honour- 
able members are entitled to bring forward these things generally in order 
to point out that the Ministers are not acting as fairly and honeslly as they 
should. That is the })oint which is under consideration in this' House. 
Here we are c-oncerned with the contract for distribution of cloth and yarn. 
The position in Bengal with regard to cloth is well known and it is 
perfectly clear that but for the bungling of the Ministry, apart from the 
corruption and nepothsm, favouritism, etc., the situation would not have 
been as acute as it is, and there is absolutely no doubt that the Ministers are 
responsible for this bungling. Whether that res])oiisibility is discharged 
by a mere laugh or a smile or merely calling the Opposition liars, it would 
be for the country outside to judge. It cannot be gainsaid that this cloth 
famine was a})prehended as far back as July last — everybody saw in July 
last that Bengal was going to face a cloth famine. But since then nothing 
was done tio relieve the situation. Gradually by-'nepotism and favouritism 
of the Hon’ble Ministers, they brought to Bengal such a situation that today 
not a single piece of cloth can be found in the market in Calcutta or any 
other place in Bengal. Is it possible that the Hon’ble Ministers with all 
their power and energy are unable to ease the situation? Because they 
have to support a large number of friends and supporters and because these 
friends and supporters have to create a black-market in order to make an 
unlawful gain, they will not use their power and energy to stamp it out. 
Unless you satisfy your party men and if you cannot keep your party- 
men satisfied, ^ou cannot keep the Ministry. I submit. Sir, that if 
the Hon’ble Minister really thinks that these allegations are false, let them 
face a tribunal and prove it to the hilt. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, my comments on this 
subject are in the nature of advice to the Ministry. The appointment 
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referred to in this adjournment motion looks bad. It has all the appear- 
ance of political patronage. My information is that Mr. Salim has not the 
remotest knowledge of the cloth trade. It may well be that the trade has 
not played the game, but surely a less undesirable appointment could have 
been made.^ It may be that the Subdivisioiial ^ ^tticer made the appoint- 
ment of his own motion. If ihat be so, lu^ possibly thought that the 
appointment \sould be acceptable to the Miiiistry. In ‘that case it is for 
the Ministry to let its officers know thaf appointments which might raise 
accusations of political patronage and nepotism must, at all costs, be 
avoided. Furthermore, in my opinion Mr. Salim himself should have 
refused the appointment on the gi‘ounds that it ])la(*es him in a very invi- 
dious position as an M.L.A. Where is Mr. Salim uowY In J')acca, neglect- 
ing his legislative duties or in Calcutta, neglecting his sole agency for 
handling yarn and cloth in Dacca? My continued support of the Govern- 
ment must necessarily depend on Government’s ability to clear tluunselves 
of the suspicions raised by su(‘h appointments as these and on tangible stei)s 
being taken by Government to avoid their recurrences. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is unfortunate that I 
was not present when my triend Mr. Keshab Chandra Ilanerjee was giving 
his list of nejiotism and favouritism by the Government of tlK? day. 
Mr. Ilanerjee’s grouse is justified. Sir, my grievance against the i)resent 
Goyerninent has always been against the way in which the new Department 
which they have started is being run. The Hindus are by far the largest 
section in the commercial sphere and the Moslems are slowly being driven 
away from that held. Sir, Mr. Banerjee has been trying for a long time 
to secure some kind of monopoly in the handling of cloth and yarn at 
Narayangunj. Mr, Banerjee has got his own relation, Dinesh BaW as the 
handling agent at Narayanganj. Similarly Sir, T can also mention a large 
number of members in this House and in the Lower House who have not 
only got tlie bulk of the GovernmenCs trade and procurement contracts. 
Certainly these distributions w'ere not made for the ])iirj)ose of securing 
support for the Ministry. They are making allegations, such wild allega- 
tions, that even the I*apers are afraid to publish them, because they are 
baseless and untrue, (Mr. Hartdas Majumdar : Ijct there be an enquiry.) 
I am also demanding an emiuiry as to how a large part of the Ks. (if) crores 
spent on the iirocurement of food in 1944 have disappeared, how these 
distributions of particular agencies have been made, wlio are the jirincijial 
agents of the Government for handling food suiiplies. Out of *1(1 handling 
contractors only 6 are Muslims. We should like t(» have an enquiry as to 
who were primarily responsible for the loss of Ks. 19 crores during the 
previous year. The Muslims have got only minor contracts. The profiteer 
capitalists have startial a Taper called the at innalist— they finance it to 
help them to extend their monopolies in trade and increase; their political 
influence. (Mr. Haridas Majumdar: We do neither want Hindu thieves 
nor Muslim thieves.) Mr. Majumdar s political finances come mostly from 
Bura Bazar. He knows that his counterpart in the other place has been up- 
holding the extreme stage of corruption in v^hich the lives of 00 million 
people are being held as ransom. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, I hope you will 
confine yourself to the subject-matter of the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my point is that they 
have tried to invade the whole field of the civil supplies. If they liad any 
facts they ought to have been brought forward on the occasion of the Civil 
Supplies budget. W"hy this sort of calumny should be allowed to go on 
against the Provincial Government? The Nationalist, a Hindu paper, as I 
^id is being run by the finances of one of the big contractors under the 
Government of Bengal 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Never, never. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: You know more than I do. 
Can you tell me who is the financier of the Nationalist paper? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Why? Dr. Mookherji can run a paper 
like that. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Now, Sir, coming to the cloth 
situation, may I tell the House that there are two methods that are being 
resorted to for the last one year. I have protested oft' and on against them and 
to-day I have to protest again against those methods. The methods are 
two, one is the trade and another is the politician. In this matter as well 
as in the matter of 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of order, 
Sir. Is all this relevant? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: When I pointed out to you that you were travers- 
ing a very general ground you did not try to restrain yourself. So I should 
also allow the other side to go on. . ^ 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the grievances against 
the Goyeniment of the day so far as we are concerned consist in the fact 
that they have allowed the exploitation of the people of this province to go 
unchecked. They ought to stop ])atroTiages in the form of trade licences and 
agencies being granted to Non-Bengalees. The Government of Bengal have 
tried from the very beginning to placate the trade because they were afraid 
of their infiuence. The Europeans sitting on our left are interested 
primarily in the trade. They care very little about protecting the rights 
of the peojde of this province. The Bengal Government wanted to curtail 
the freedom of the trade to exploit the people to the extent they are doing 
and a violent storm of protest broke out all over Calcutta, and when th(*y 
reached Delhi and Bombay, Bombay’s official cons(*ience was roused and 
tliey said that the Government of llengal should not interfere with trade 
channels and their freedom. Hundreds of Papers throughout the length 
and breadth of India echoed and re-echoed that tlie Government of Bengal 
is trying to do harm to the trade because it is predominantly a non-Muslim 
one. This is how Goveriiiueiit's hands are checked and Government pre- 
vented from doing the only just and proper thing. You will remember 
what a stift* fight was put up in the matter of foodgrains in the interests of 
the traders in the city of Calcutta against rationing, against starting of 
Government stores except through the normal trade channels. They wanted 
to keep the conduit pij)e open throughout, so that the worst form of 
corruption could go on and they might reap the best of harvests. They 
requisitioned the services of Sir d. P. Srivastava, the Pood Member of the 
Government of India, who called conferences in support of trade alone. If 
those had succeeded, Calcutta’s sujftering would not have ended. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think that is a very pertinent observation 
that you have made. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I am only showing by illustra- 
tion how these vested interests operate 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and was 
asked to take his seat.) 

Sir, I have not yet met the real points of attack. I think I have spoken 
for 7 minutes only ; there must have been some miscalculation somewhere, 
and some considerable time has been taken up by interruptions. 

Mr« PRE8IDENT: All right, I can give you two minutes more. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With 5 minutes I could have 
met all the charges. All that I say most emphatically is that the charges 
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levelled again^ me and Mr. Saliabnddiu are baseless, untrue and mali- 
ciously false. Now, Sir, in tbe case of clotb, the Hindu Opposition bas 
taken up this attitude to frustrate all attempts on tbe part of this Govern- 
ment to solve tbe trouble and thus they will have a big stick to damn tbe 
Government. bave joined bands with people wb(» are monopolist in 

tbe trade and witb tbe forces tbus combinej bave kepi uji an agitation on 
foot thereby preventing Government irou. controlling clotb distribution 
Bombay came down upon tbe GovernmeTil of Bengal when they found that 
Bengal was doing ber best to cope witb the situation. 

Then, Sir, the Rai Bahadur has introduced the names of certain firms. 
Bombay came down upon tbe Government of Bangal when they found that 
Bengal was doing her best to cope witb tbe situation. 

Then, Sir, tbe Rai Bahadur bas introduced the names of (*ertaiu firms. 
May I say that so far as Mr. Salim is concerned Mr. Laidlaw is not at all 
relevant when be said that the Subdivisional Officer bad selected Mr. Salim 
for the purpose of clotb distribution. As far as T know, lie was never 
appointed an Agent for distribution. In November 1944 an s. o. s. 
came from all over the province for small quantities of cloth for tlie 
villages during tbe Pvjahs and tbe Id and the various S. D. O.’s were asked 
to select men who could take charge of 50 bales of cloth and distribute tliem 
to the local dealers. Mr. Salim is probably one of ihos(‘ persons who were 
asked by tlTe Subdivisional Officer to get hold of the hales. That is perhaps 
all that bas happened because at that time there was no other scdieme in 
operation or in contemplation. 

(Tbe honourable member again reached bis time-limit and resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDARs Sir, I whole-heartedly support tbe 
motion so ably moved by Rai Bahadur Keshab (liandra Hanerji‘(‘. J would 
say that I had to send the following cable only yesterday to the British 
Prime Minister in London : (Cases of suicide are" reported, (iovernment 
contracts valued at millions of sterling are given to intenvsted partiiss with- 
out proper tender being called and the corrupt Minist(‘rs an^ bungling”. 

Sir, Bengal has become a “no-man’s” land. The Cmitral Gi^vernment 
is telling us that it is an autonomous ]>rovince and as sucli Bengal looks 
after ber own internal affairs; and here in Bengal tin* Ministers are bungling. 

1 bear again that there will be clotb rationing. Rationing of cloth will be 
something like food rationing- during the last famine period. It will come 
no doubt to make the situation more acute. T hear again, Sir, that at the 
textile conference the tie was 8 to «S and the Chairman voted in favour of 
the Government proposal of rationing by way of starting new sliojis, the 
normal trade channels being closed. So we see danger ahead and there will 
be a bitter cloth famine if the normal channels are closed and if new shop- 
keepers having no knowledge of the business are appoint(‘d in order to 
distribute the limited supply of cloth to the supporters and friends of the 
Ministry. We know that they will bring another famine. This motion 
bas given only one instance of distribution of patronage. Mr. Salim is only 
one instance and if such “Salimism” go on for another or 4 months, there 
will be another bitter clotb famine like tbe rice famine which we^ bave 
experienced. I sound a note of warning that this bungling must be stopped. 
This Ministry is giving licences for shops and contracts to persons without 
calling for tenders in tbe Press. ^ Reasonable business concerns call for 
tender and advertise, so that men in tbe line may come forward wdth their 
purse, witb their knowledge and wisdom of the trade. Sir, nine crores of 
rupees worth of boat contract is reported to have gone to a gentleman with- 
out calling for a tender in the Press. Why was not tbe contract given to the 
regular businessmen? Witb these words, I warn the Government and ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to exp^lain tbe position. This “Salimism” must stop 
in Bengal if Bengal is to live. 
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Khan Bahadur ABD-UL MOMIN: Mr. President, Sir, it has been 
extremely painful to me to hear the speeches that have been made on the 
floor of this House this afternoon. I am under the impression and this was 
my belief that this sort of mud-flinging was the monopoly of a diflerent 
place. But I find to my regret that the contagion has spread to the House 
of Elders. Sir Nazimuddin said after listening to the speech of Eai 
Bahadur Kesliab Chandra Banerjee that he had to change his opinion about 
him in certain matters. I am sorry that I have also to change my opinion 
on a different aspect besides what Sir Nazimuddin mentioned. I have 
always advocated that the Court of Wards Act should only give protection to 
minors, widows and lunatics and my grievance was that since men like 
Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Bannerjee did not fall under any of these 
categories, there was no justification for Government to show this favour 
to him. Today after listening to him I have to change my opinion. I find 
he really comes under one of the categories mentioned in tliis section of 
that Act and there is certain iustification for Government to look after 
him. Sir, I am not going into the merits of the facts mentioned by the Bai 
Bahadur but I may characterise his siatement to be hitting below the belt 
and that is not expected from a member of the House of Elders. I do not 
know all the persons referred to by him but some of them I know and from 
my personal knowledge I conclude that most of the allegations are not true. 
(Mr. SiiRisH Chandra Chakravertt : Some are true then?) He has split 
up his motion into three parts. First is the appointment of Mr. Salim as 
the sole distributor of cloth in Ba(‘ca. If, as Mr. Laidlaw has stated, this 
appointment was given to him because of his political connections or because 
of his connection with some of the Ministers, I would certainly deprecate 
it. But if that api)ointment was made on merits, if the Civil Supplies 
Department of the locality did not find anybody more suitable to handle 
the distribution or did not find a more respectable man on whom reliance 
could be made, I think simply because Mr. Salim hapi)en8 to be a relation 
of a Minister does not debar him from doing business. 

Similarly, as regards various appointments referred to by him, I know 
nearly rH of them came into existence before the present Ministry was 
formed. (Bai Bahadur Keshab Ch.vndra Baner.teb:: Question.) " These 
appointments were so unpopular, namely, in Pioneer Force, A. R. P., that 
there was very mmdi agitation by the Muslims that they were not getting 
pro])er share. 1 do not think. Sir, that by giving some small temporary 
jobs here and there to their relations the Ministers are really showing ver>^ 
much favouritism. If any appointment was really made which was not 
deserved, which was made only because of ministerial influence, I would 
deprecate as much as the Rai Bahadur has done. 

As regards the contracts, he has mentioned a long list and I do not know 
most of them. But certainly I know one or two and in respect to them I 
may fiay that the Rai Bahadur has spoken without a brief. , One of these 
companies is a very big one and came into existence long before the present 
Ministry was formed. They were in the field before the Ministers were 
appointed or before they had any idea of being appointt^d as Ministers. 
Moreover, most of these companies are working under the Government of 
India, and they have no connection with the local Government at all and 
they exercise no influence whatsoever on the Government. Generally speak- 
ing*", as regards the boat-building matter which the Rai Bahadur has referred 
to, he ought to know that the majority of the contractors who were given 
contracts for building boat had to suffer loss. It was not a case of patronage 
at all. It was openly declared that any one who wanted such a contract 
was welcome. As a matter of fact, the biggest contract for boat-making is 
now being worked by — I will not mention his name — a very big businessman 
who is a member of the Opposition. 

In every case of contract as far as I know — and I know this because many 
of my own people are contractors — it is impossible to get any contract un- 
less you quote the lowest tender. Therefore, to make a general criticism 
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without kuowing the particular tacts is very unfair and very unjust, and 
1 think we should not indulge in such interpretation. I know that the 
Hon’ble Minister-m-charge is peilecily capable to defend himself. But 
what I want to impress on this House that this sort of loose talk and 
abuse is reprehensible. The very idea ol mii lslinging and with the 
expectation that some of it will stick to your opponent is not worthy of any 
gentleman. ‘ ^ 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir 

Mf« PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, 1 would request you to tinish your speech 
within five minutes, because J will have to give full twenty minutes to the 
Jlon’ble Minister to reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, vSir, J shall try to hnisli ns 
quickly as possible. 

Sir, specific charges were inejiiioned by Kai Hahadur Keshab Chandra 
Panerjee, and so far as wc have heard the sjieetdies of the honourable nuon- 
hers opposite they have failed to meet the charges. A’ow, Sir, one specific 
charge is that the G^oveniiiient hy issuing u licence to Mr, Salim for 
the purjiose ol'selliug (doth has violated ils own orders. Th(‘ order was that 
during 1940-liM'> no ji(*ense should be grauted to any jierson who hufl no 
experience in the cloth trade and that no person will Inm* any chance oi 
getting a textile licence for the purpose ol .selling yarn or cloth during the 
years 1940-43, except the trades peopl(‘. That was the order ol the 
tiovernment, and no reservation was kept in the hands of the Government 
to make any exception in the case of any individual. Now. Sir, so far as 
we know, Mr. Salim has no experience* whatsoever in the cloth trade, and 
yet Government has granted textile lic(‘uce to him lor tJie pur])ose ol selling 
yarn and cloth. In fact, an inslaiice was given by tin* Itai Bahadur to the 
elfect that 39 bales of fine cloth were actually received by Mr. Salim. But 
how he disposed of them God alone knows. Sir, these are specific charges 
specifically mentioned by the mover of the motion. If there hud been a 
violation of the orders, then a clear case has been made out for an emiuii';s. 
It is not a matter of slatcmeul -by one parij^ and Ihen denial by the otlier. 
There is another instance mentioned in the resolution itself, namely, the fa(d 
of nepotism and distribution of patronage among uuuubers of the legislature 
and near relatives of tlie ministers, etc. In going through his charges tin* 
Kai Bahadur made mention of lb instances wherein the Minis! (‘is havt* 
violated the simple law that the Ministry should not be cliarged with 
nepotism or distribution of patronage. Kai Bahadur Keshab (Biandra 
Banerjee has stated that in the case of 16 persons at least wdio are near 
relatives of tlie Ministers favours and jiatronage have been distributed. To 
that charge, as far as I have heard, there has })eeii no reply except a very 
general denial. With regard to the distribution of contracts also, as men- 
tioned in the motion itself, nine instances were given showing that contracts 
have been distributed to persons who are near relatives of the Ministers, 
and with some of which some Ministers themselves are concerned, and the 
names of their wives also have been mentioned; but as far as I have heard 
from the other side there has been no reply. 

With" regard to the general distribution of contract also, two instances 
at least have been given in which Ihc name of Mi . Harnidul Huq Chowdhury 
was mentioned, but he did not give any denial 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Well, 1 have done so hundreds 
of times. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: He did not do so, Sir, but used 
expressions quite unworthy of a member of this House. He did not reply 
17 
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to the Hpecihc charge m^de againiit him; 6o we may take it that it is a iuci 
that the allegations regarding hini are true. When these facts are befon 
the House and will be before a much wider public next day, if the Ministry 
claim that like Capurnia they are above suspicion, then they should appoin 
a tribunal to enquire into tiiese allegations and get judgment from then 
and be either absolved or condemned. Sir, with these words, I support tli( 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My honourable friend, Khan Bahadui 
Abdul Momin always tries to take a sober view in the discussions in thn 
House. His speech is itself a justification that an adjournment motioi 
more or less on these lines should be moved. I will not go into the specihc 
charges. I have no means of knowing many of the things that 1 understant 
have been discussed in this House. But one thing remains, and that h 
this. There have been specihe charges made on one side of the House anc; 
from the other side there has been a general disclaimer. Mr. Hamidu 
Huq Ohowdhury, a very able debater and a man who can make clever ust 
of facts if he wants to, has studiously avoided placing facts before tht 
House. In the course of a speech of lo minutes he says that he has comt 
only to his preliminary remarks. Sir, an old campaigner like him oughi 
to know that in the case of an adjournment motion the time is limited, 
He, therefore, ought to have been in the thick of his arguments earl) 
enough. Khan Bahadur Momin explicitly stated that he did not want tc 
go into the merits of the case. This is evidence enough that a motion oi 
this type requires consideration. 

As to the correctness or truth of jjarticular statements made on eithei 
side of the House, we have no means of ascertaining the position; but thert 
are certain things which require an enquiry. 1 will, therefore, ask the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to answer, if he can, certain specihe questions thiii 
i would like to put to him. One question has been asked by Mr. Has. Tht 
rules of the Government provide that nobody was to be given any contracl 
or monopoly unless he had been in the cloth trade before the year 1942 and 
194d. Was Mr. Salim such a manr^ Was he in the trade before that yearr 
Again, we find that the wholesale monopoly for yarn has been given lu 
Mr. B. P. Saha, 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to say if Mr. Saha hati 
been in this yarn or cloth trade before 1942-4d. 1 believe, Sir, that he 

had no business either in yarn or in cloth in the district of Hacca or in other 
districts. 

Contracts are often given on grounds which are purely of a political 
nature. You will realise from the nature of the answers to questions givea 
on the fioor of this House — answers given by Government — that contracts 
have been given to persons who had no connection with the trade before. It 
was also stated that the relationship of a paiticular person to whom the 
contract was given or the political party to w^hich he belongs was not known 
to the authorities in the district towns. We know, Sir, that the Collectors 
and Magistrates and local authorities know the relationship of almost every 
such person (Voice irom the Treasury Bench: To whom are you referr- 
ing P) I am referring to my owm district. Questions were asked as to 
whether contracts were given to a particular gentleman belonging to a parti- 
cular party. Such contracts have been given in a most flagrant manner and 
cannot be defended by the Goverment in any way. 

Sir, my time is very limited — probably I have only two or three minutes 
more — and I will end with one other query. My honourable friend 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury fell foul of Sir Jawla Prasad. I am not 
going to enter into a defence for a member of the Government of India. 
Members of the Government of India can take care of themselves. Sir 
Jawala can dispose of men more redoutable than my friend Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhuxy. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to state what he has 
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to say in regard to Sir Azizul Haque’s statement. Sir Azizul Eaque stated 
that Bengal has had proportionately more cloth and yam out of its quota 
than other provinces 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That is not true false 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIRs My honourable ^riend depicts members of 
the Government of India as being liars or th* ir statements as being false, 
r will leave it at that. But I would ask the Hon’ble Minister specifically 
whether Sir Azizul Haque was stating the truth or falsehood? T need not 
take Mr.t Hamidul ITuq’s remarks seriously. But I would ask the Hon'ble 
Minister to state specifically whether, as stated bv Sir Azizul Haque, Hie 
( loth allotted to Bengal is larger than its quota an(^ further that the respon* 
.•iibility of the Central (rovernmeiit is only to see that the allotted quota 
r(‘aches the province concerned. As to distribution and os to whether any 
cloth goes outside the province this is entirely a matiei of provincial 
responsibility (here the member reached the time-limit and was allowed one 
minute). Sir Azizul ITuq has definitely stated that whether the cloth goes 
to Tibet or Egypt is a matter entirely for the province and the ])rovincial 
(tovernnient must be held resjionsible for that. T would ask the HonMdo 
Minister to say how the sources of supply are controlled. Where there are 
so many restrictions for (doth and yarn suj)ply, wduue tlnu’e is monopoly of 
tlie means of transport, how^ is it possible for the (doth ard yarn to go as 
far afield as Egypt and Tibet! 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, T shall 
attempt to confine myself as far as possible to the subject-matter of the 
motion and noi digress into irrcdevant matters, exce]>t b) answer one or two 
points which have been raist'd by the members of the House, d'he motion 
inserts that there is ne])otism and distribution of patronage amongst 
members of the TiCgislature and near relatives of the Ministers. The 
insinuation and suggestion, how'ever, are that the distribution of patronage 
lias be(‘n at the instance of the Ministry. 

Now. Sir, I want to tell this House and I would ask tin* honourable 
members to believe me wdien T say that the appointment of Mr. Salim 
was not made by the Ministers and was unknown to them. It sur- 
prised me w'hen this w'as brought to my notice, and T immediately 
made eiKpiiries into the matler. T have got an ex])lanation from the local 
officers and certain facts which T wish to place before the House. T would 
like, first of all. to statt‘ tlie background of such appointments. In the first 
place, there is a great deal of eonfusiou regarding the licences of 1940, 1941 
find 1942 and their all(*g(‘d exclusive right to trade. Th{‘S(‘ basic yf‘ars were 
idopted by the Government of India for the ])urp(»sc of fixing those persons 
vho were entitled to a (piotu from the cotton mills. My Textile Deparimeni 
iTiforms me that whereas in 1940-41 or during tin* normal trade time there 
‘'ere 20,000 licensees or dealers in Bengal, by tlu* end of 1944 there were 
"^0,000 such dealers. You can realise that the giving of a licence to 
Mr. Salim, wlio may not have dom* bnsin(‘ss before, was niit su(‘h an extra- 
ordinary aet because issue of licences by the Textile Department was not 
^eing confined to dealers of 1940-41 or 1942 only. I just wish to clear up 
his point first. 

The next point is tlmt Mr. Salim is not the sole handling agent for 
doth and yarn, as Mr. Laidlaw appears to think. It happens that at the 
ime when the Government of Bengal was sending and distributing cloth 
n the various subdivisions, Subdivisional Officers were asked to nominate 
ocople who w(^re prepared to come and take the cloth from Calcutta, to 
>ay for it cash down, and w’ho could be trusted to distribute in tlie mofiissil 
inder the guidance of the Subdivisional Officers. It w'as necessary, there- 
ore, that the Subdivisional Officers must choose a man who was not only 
'ble to finance but who w^as of such impeccable responsibility that he 
■nuld be trusted not to place the (doth in the black-markets but to distri- 
mte it under his guidance. These apjMjintmenl.s w'cre made, these 
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selections were made entirely by the Subdivisional Officers and they were 
atitomatically honoured by the Provincial Textile Controller. Now, the 
Provincial Textile Controller did not even know the name of Mr. Salim; 
how could it be expected that he should know that Mr. Salim was related 
to one of the Ministers? I may tell the House here and now that I do not 
recommend a single person as agent, or recommend any shop. I do not 
look into these matters at all : but leave the selection entirely to tin 
judgment of the local officers. It is suggested by Mr. Laidlaw that therf 
must be some check of some kind or other on these selections of persons b\ 
the Subdivisional Officers. Now, Sir, I have voluntarily given^ up tli;n 
check because I think that selections by me from here may create far 
worse complications. Today, I am in a position definitely to assert that 
I do not know anything about these appointments. Never is any file 
dealing with such appointment put up to me or the Commissioner of Civil 
Supplies, and I thank Heavens for it. If as a matter of routine th^ 
file had been put up to me, then even though it would have been a farl 
that I did not know anything about this, liardly anybody would liavi* 
believed me just because Mr. Salim happens to be a relative of an Hon’hli 
Minister. Now, Sir, this cloth was given to this gentleman at a time when 
it was extremely difficult to find persons to take out cloth from Calcutta, 
and when it was extremely difficult to extract cloth from the persons wh( 
had cloth in their hands. Although Mr. Salim was given a permit to tak« 
50 bales of cloth, he could not get more than 39 bales, 11 bales having 
been dishonoured by the permit-holders. T have records here which sho^\ 
that these 39 bales of cloth were tnkcui to I)nc(*n, that they did not reacli 
Dacca till the middle of December, and that as soon as the cloth arrivet] 
there the fact was reported to Ihe Snl)divisional Officer and distribution 
was made to the approved holders of permits issued by the Subdivisional 
Officer. This is how the cloth uas distrihuled, and it is by no means n 
secret as to what happened to that cloth in spite of -what is being insinuated 
by the Opposition, 

Now, Sir, as regards the remuneration of Mr. Salim as a handling 
agent, it was only five per cent. The cloth was wort»li Its. 40,000 and InV 
remuneration was thus only Hs. 2,000, and out of this ^Ir. Salim paid th* 
sales tax himself and did not realise sales tax from the dealers to whom 
the cloth was sold. He paid the freight charges from Calcutta to Dacca, 
he paid the godown charges and in the end he had to pay from his own 
pocket an additional sum of Rs. 800. So T do not find that this was a 
great boon to him ,* it was only in the interest of the local people that he 
did this. As the Chairman of the District Board he found that the people 
did not have cloth, and that persons were not available to take cloth from 
Calcutta; so ho himself undertook flic responsibility. Now, Sir, is it a 
crime for Mr. Salim to enter into business or trade? Is it a crime for the 
Dacca family members to enter into business or trade or to enter into 
Government service? Should they be hangers-on because two of their 
relatives happen to be Ministers of Bengal? Should they sponge on their 
relatives here and must not look out for a living? 

Next, Sir, I come to Mr. Salim again. T have got a report here from 
the Subdivisional Officer who says that in respect of yarn as well Mr. Salim 
is a mere handling agent and does not act as a trader. All that he does 
is that when the cloth or yarn goes to Dacca Sadar, he honours the railway 
receipt and takes possession of the bales and thereafter he distributes it 
to permit-holders. He does not sell : he just hands the goods over against 
the permit given by the Subdivisional Officer. He is no trader and does 
not trade. Therefore, the question that it is necessary that he shouM 
have some knowledge of the cloth business or cloth trade does not arise. 
He was appointed such an Agent on the 21st December, 1944, by the Sub- 
divisional Officer, Sadar South, and up till now he has received" 378 hale*^ 
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of yarn. He was given a textile licence in October, 1944, on tke recom- 
mendation of the Subdivisional Magistrate, Dacca. This is so far as 
Mr. Salim’s case goes. 

Now, Sir, I would like also to maintain — and here I do not know 
whether I should be condemned for it or not, but it is a fact that I do not 
agree with the proposition that the traders ’^lould be (‘ontined to those and 
those only who trated in cloth in 1940, 1941 and 1942. I beg to point 
out that most of the traders at that periud of time happened to be Marwari 
gentlemen and non-Bengalees, and when bombs fell on (’aleiiita they dis- 
appeared from here. The burden of earr\iiig on the trade and distribu- 
tion fell upon the local people and then for the first time Bengalees came 
into the field. T am absolutely averse to throwing them out of the field 
of business like flies out of milk. They ste])])ed into the lield at a very 
(Tucial moment and they are entitled to our sup])ort and (onsideraiion. 
Now, trade cannot be an eternal mono]u>ly. There is no reason why 
persons wlio were never in the trade before should not lake up tradt‘ and 
business here. 

Sir, T do not wish to answ’er the various charges that have been made 
by Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjet* with which 1 have no concern. 
But with regard to those ])oints that alfeet me J ( annot but say as forcefully 
as possible that they are damned lies. Sir, the reason why T use tliis 
rather strong expression is this: It has Ix'coim* a habit with tlie Opposition 
to make insinuations against members of the Ministry; in the beginning 
1 took it as a joke and as the vapourings of mon* or less denumled indi- 
viduals who were anxious to become Ministers but were not abb' to be(a)ine 
so. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of order, 
Sir. Is the void ‘^demented” ]>arliamentary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T think it is not unparliamentary. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, T find thai they have 
behind them a sympathetic Press which is only too anxious to pounce upon 
such insinuations and make a mountain out of molehill and it is easy foi* 
the Hindu Mahasabha which has got plenty of money to send telegrams all 
over the place and make charge> against the Minisiry in Bengal, ft is for 
this reason that T am using strong words, and T Avill not allow such state- 
ments to pass by without an immediate challenge that they are * ‘damned 
lies”, for that is tha^onlv word. Sir, that can most satisfactorily and truly 
convey what T mean. I hope you will ]>ermit me to use that word, vSir, 
for T*do not find any other exjuession that can more truthfully express the 
nature of the statements of the Rai Bahadur. 

He has stated that I am a partner in the Salimar Engineering concern. 
Sir, a sillier and more false statement could never have been made. I do 
ask the honourable member to file a case against me in a court of law or 
permit me to do so, so that its falsity may he ])r()ved in a public trial. 
Then, it is said that in partnership with R. P. Shaba I have purchased 
some land or sf)mething like that of w*hich also T do not know anything. 
This again is a fabrication of the first wuiter. f can j»r()ve it if T am given 
a ehance to do so in a court of law. I know, Sir, w'hat I have purchased 
and what T have not; but I need not go into my private affairs now. 
(Mr. L.\ltt Ch\ni)r.\ D.as : Why not?) (Mr. Sitrisii Chandui Cii.\kiia- 
VARTi: Let us hear details of your purchases since you came to office, 

please.) If you wish to know, then let me tell you that since coming into 
office I have sold what little I had. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Bankini Chandra Mukherji and Mr. Hunuiyuri Kahir 
have referred to the statement that was made by Sir Azizul rfaijue regard- 
ing supply of cloth and yarn in Bengal. Todav T have taken the trouble of 
‘Speaking to the Press for about 2J hours and have given them a full not**. 
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I hope that a complete note of what I said and the answers given by me 
to the questions put by the Press representatives on the subject would be 
printed. Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji referred also to the appointment 
of Mr. Salim. On the first occasion when he had made the charge that his 
appointment was made by me, I immediately wrote a letter to him asking 
him how he made that charge against me — ^what is the basis. He then 
sent a reply to nie to which again I sent a reply back denying his allega- 
tions and informing him that I have nothing to do with the appointment 
of handling agents. Today he states graciously that it may be true that 
I have not appointed him but that he has been appointed by somebody else. 
(Mr. SniusH Chandha CiiAKiiAyEBTi : Your Parliamentary Secretary has 
appointed him.) Well, Sir, this again is false, and members will do well 
to ascertain the facts before making wild charges. 

Now, Sir, it has been said that suicides have taken place in various parts 
of Bengal for want of (doth. This is grave, if true. But I want at this 
moment straightaway to contradict to it. (Voices rnoM the Optositton 
Benches : It lias been publislied in the newspapers and it is true.) Well, 
Press repeats tlie var)ourings of a few politicians (interruptions from the Oppo- 
sition Benches). Press has done nothing except publishing the vapoiirings of a 
few politicians. If any substantive case of suicide for want of cloth is 
brought to my notice, I am quite prepared to investigate and find out the 
real facts. 

With regard to what Mr. Laidlaw said, my reply is that there is no 
question of political patronage so far as the trade is concerned. Mr. Salim 
IS not a trader but lie took the cloth only for the purpose of flistribution 
crucial monumt at the request and under the guidance of the 
Siibdivisional Officiu* who thought Mr. Salim to be more suitable for the 
That is a matter of opinion of the Siibdivisional Officer— perhaps he 
thought he would choose a big man — a man on whom he can ])]ace complete 
reliance and who would not make black-market. Then, Sir, I hope you 
will give up your tenderness for tin* trade and tin* belief that only traders 
should be given ihis job.^ You know for yourselves how the trade let down 
the people of Biuigal. You yourselves said that trade let down the people 
and again you plead that the trade should be given a chance. It is for them 
that today there is a black -market. I have tried my best to co-operate 
with the trade. I gave Ihem chance after chance and even considerable 
in^edom. 1 even jilaced distribution and control of yarn and cloth in 
llieir hands. I gave them these opportunities because the Government of 
India wanted to give theni further chances, and wished that the normal 
trade channels should be utilised. But we know how the trade has worked. 
It has let down the iieople of Bengal and still vou insist that the trade 
should be giv(‘ii coniiol (here the Hon’ble Minister reached time-limit and 
resumed his seat). 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, in replv I 
may 

Mfi PRESIDENT? Moll, Rai Bahadur, there is no time for reply. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Shall I not be allowei. 
to exercise my right of reply? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right, you may speak for 5 minutes. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I suggest that the 
question be now ])ut? I did not get time to develop my speech. 

llie (juestion was then put and a Division challenged. 

(When the division bell wa^ ringing.) 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, will vou not exer- 
cise your discretion in this matter? 
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Mfi ^ would not havt* allowed the question to be put if 

I were satisfied that the matter had not been sufficieutly discussed. 

CHANDRA DA8: But 3011 , Sir. actually gave the Rai 
Bahadur 5 minutes to repl 3 \ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don’t you .see. Mi J)as. that when the closure 
niotion is moved, it is not foi* tlie ('liair to retu^'C it ordiiuiril 3 ^!^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I think the dchate falls through auto- 
matically now, as it is 3-.10 ]).iu. and wc ^lartcd the* dis(‘ussioii at 1 -t.K) p.in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, we started at l-Jlo ]).in. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmed. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Bahadur N. Amin. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Moazzemaii Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Ciarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mr. L. P. Dutt. 


AYES— 27. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosain. 

Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Mr. w. B. G. Laidiaw. 

Mr. A. Latif. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. J. Orr. 

Khan Bahadur M. Hahman. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Dr. K. Taiukder. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 


NOES— 13. 


Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Aihadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. Humayun Kabir. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 
Mr. N. N. Mohalanabish. 
Mr. R. Pai Chowdhury. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

|Ar. Biren Roy. 


Mr^ PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tlie House hns divided: 

For the motion 27 and against the nn»tion Id; ilie closure motion is 
therefore, carried. I cannot put the adjournment motion to vote now, 
because two hours are over. 


Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Amendment 

Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

Sir, with your permission, I should like to move that the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Amendment Bill, 1945, be 
introduced . 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, how can the Bill be 

introduced since we have got no copies of tin* Billy 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

Sir, this Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette^ and copies will soon 
he available. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, this Bill was published in the 
Calcutta Gajzette and copies will soon be available to you. The Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Amendment Bill, 1945, 
is, therefore, introduced. 

The House stands adjourned till l-‘iO p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 22nd March, 
1945. 



^26 MEiffiEES [21st March, l&45.j 

Members absent.. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 21 st 
March, 1945: — 

(1) Elian Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(6) Mr. J. S. Graham. 

(6) Maulana Molid. Akrum Khan. 

(7) Elian Sahib Subidali Moll ah. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(9) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(10) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(12) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

(13) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman . 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945— No. 19. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 22nd March, 1945, at 1-30 p.in., being the 
nineteenth day of the Eirst Session of 1945, pursuant to section 02(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
District School Board of Birbhum. 

64. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of .the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the total number of members nominated by Government to the 

School Board of Birbhum; 

(б) how many of them are respectively Caste Hindus, Scheduled 

Castes and Muhammadans; and 

(c) the percentage and the population of Caste Hindus, Scheduled 
Castes and Muhammadans; and 

{d) the total numl>er of members of the School Board including the 
nominated members with their names? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (u) Pour. 

(h) Two Scheduled Castes and tw^o Muslims. 


(c) Caste Uiiidus ... 400,182 

Scheduled Castes ... 280,254 

Muslims ... 287,310 

Ferccntaije : 

Caste Hindus ... 38*74 

Scheduled Castes ... 20*73 

Muslims ... 27*40 


{d) Total numl>er of members of the Board — 15. 

Subdi visional Magistrate of Sadar and Kampurhat subdivisions. District 
Inspector of Schools, Birbhum, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Birbhum 
District Board: — 

Babu Kali Kinkar Mukherjee. 

Alhadj Maulvi Syed Muhammad Maswood. 

Babu Satyanarayan Banerjee. 

Babu Anadi Kinkar Roy. 

Babu Amiya Kumar Banerjee. 

Babu Dhajadhari Mukherjee. 

Khan Sahib Choudhuri Abdul Majid. 

Maulvi Nurul Absar, b.l., Pleader, Suri. 

Babu Debendra Nath Das, m.l.a. 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Saha, m.b. 


38 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister plens^ 
explain as to why, when four men have to be nominated, two have been 
taken from the Scheduled Castes and two from the Muslims and the caste 
Hindus have Ijeen completely excluded ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Well, Sir, the question is onl^ 
regarding the numerical strength. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, but why have the caste Hindus 
been completely excluded, although as many as four persons have been 
nominated)^ From the information it would appear that on a population 
basis fhe caste Hindus are ii^ a majority there. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. 

Administrative officers in the district of Tippera. 

65. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Ilou’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state who are the Sadar Sub- 
divisional Odicers in the district of Tipi)era ? Why has a Sub-Deputy been 
put in cliarge of the North Sadar r' 

(b) Was it previously the practice to put at least one non-Muslim ofiicer 
in cdiarge of one of the two areas in the Sadary 

(c) Who is the J^olice Superintendent in Tij)pera ? 

Will the (lovernment consider the desirability of [)Ut1ing a jion- 
Muslim officer of the* B.(!.S. rank in cluirge of one of the two areas in (lie 
Sadar, to revive partially the confidence of (lie non-Muslim in (hat (luartei-y 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (1) Maulvi Md. Krshad, ])epu(v Collector, 
and (2) Maulvi Musharraf Hossain, Sub-Depu(y Colle(;tor. 

A Swb-Dtqmty Collector has been j)ut in charge of Sadar (North) due to 
dearth of Deputy Collectors. 

(b) Jt has lx‘en my jmlicy to post one Muslim and one non-Muslim 
officer wherever there are two Sadar Subdivisional Officers but this is not 
always possible. 

(c) Maulvi Muhammad Aboo Abdullah. 

(d) As one of the Additional District Magistrates is a non-Muslim and a 
numl)er of inqiortant posts are held by non-Muslims, the question of reviving 
the confidence of the non-Muslims does not arise. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (//), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to explain why it was not possible to post a non-Muslim 
there since it appears that the policy of Government is to post one Muslim 
and one non-Muslim officer wherever there are two officers? Is there any 
dearth of non-Muslim in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, there are many 
places where there are two Hindu officers. At present there is a Hindu 
Subdivisional Officer in Tippera. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (d), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to s(ate the name of the Additional Magistrate who is 
a non-Muslim ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is he a Hindu or European? 

The Hon^’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are two Additional 
Magistrates: one is Hindu. 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DASs You ilo not know name? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the ll.m'hle Mini..<ter be pleo.sed 
to consifler the desirability of pliieiii”: a It.h' cadre oHieer here? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, l)t‘(‘ausi‘ tlioro is a ^reat 
dearth of B.C’.S. oHiciMs. Maiiv otlier Sadar .siilulivisioiis are at preset, t 
ill charj’*e of Siih-Beputy (’olleetors. 

Wholesale agents appointed by Government for standard cloth. 

66. Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will the Ilou hie Minister 
in charge of the (hvil Sujiplies l)<‘])artineni be pleased to state — 

(a) who are the wliolesale agents appointed by the (bivernnieni for tho 
purjiose of standard cloth in this l*roviiu*e; 

{()) what reniuiHM'ation are j>aid to these agents; and 

(c) how many of tlimn are Muslims, and how many iion-Heiigali IlindiisV 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): wn Whohusale agiaits lor hamllmg and 
distribution of standard cloth are ap]>ointed from reliabh* tradms with 
substantial (nalit and (Vntral ( 'o-operat ive and other respectable banks. 
Exclmling’ (alciitta, when* all tin* handling* agents havi* bi’cn dnnMi from 
the tradijig community, the i*\isting agents in the distri(*ts are mostly 
('o-oj)erative Banks or Credit Societies. 

(h) Till* i(‘mune?ation allowed is 1 per cent, on (*,\-mill iirice of goods 
liandled. All (barges incurri'd b\ the handling ag(‘nts for sioriigi*, local 
carriage and insurance are met out of their remuneration. 

(c) Details of tin* communal allotment of whoh'sah* ag(*ncii*s in the dis- 
tricts are not at ])resent available. In Calcutta the wholesale^ agents are — 

Bengali TTindus — 1. 

Non-Bengali Hindus — 2. 

Muslims — 1 . 

Supply of yarn to the weavers. 

67. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of) HmCble Minister in 

charge of t ln\Commei*c(', Labour and Industries D(*paitm(‘nl Ik* j»h*ased to 
state whethei it is a fact that the (tovei nni<‘nt of Bengal intend to start two 
spinning mills to jiroduce >arn to Mipjdv them to tin* wi'aversy If so, wliat 
is the esh'matc'd cost thereof!*' And wheie will thi*y be* locati‘dy Whc‘n will 
the w'ork start y AChy starting spinning mills by Ciovei nment wane not so 
long contemplated Y 

(h) Instead of tlie scheme of yarn distrihution througli (fovernment 
depots, will (rovernment consider the desiiahility of starting weavers’ cc;- 
operatives and to put the* schc’me «)f vain distribution tiirough them to ensure 
sjieecly and fair distribution? It not, why not? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
Department): (d) A scheme for the estahfisliment of a spinning mill in 
Bengal was sjionsored dejiaitmentally so far hac-k as lfi40 with the olijec't of 
supplying yarn to the hand-loom weavers of the Province, but owdng to 
difficulties arising infer aha from the non-availability of plants and 
accessories lequired for the mill at tlie time, it wuh not proceeded wdtli 
further on the expert advice of the Bengal Industrial Survey Committ(>e. It 
is, however, now in contemplation to start one such mill in Bengal immediately 
and a scheme to that end is now being worked out. 
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(b) Government have under consideration two alternative schemes for 
the reorganisation of the hand-loom industry of Bengal which inter alia 
envisages the 8upi)ly of yam to the hand-loom weavers — one to be worked 
through the Government depots and the other through co-operative 
organisations. Pending a decision as to which of the schemes should be 
implemented if at all, a Special Officer with expert knowledge of the problem 
will shortly be appointed to study both the schemes and advise as to which 
of these has a better chance of success. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Have the Govern, 
ment made up their mind as to who will be the Special Officers? 

Mr« Ki C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The personnel has not yet been 
decided. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Do the Government 
propose to invite applications from qualified candidates? 

Mr. K. C> ROY CHOWDHURY: That matter also has yet to be 
considered. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : When Government 
expect that these mills will be started? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Correspondence is going on between the 
Provincial Government and the Government of India for priority import of 
machinery. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Have the Government 
any specific idea of the date? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Por want of machinery it is held up. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : If this is still uncertain 
when the mills will be started, have the Government taken any steps to 
supply yarn to the weavers in Bengal? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Preference has been given for the 
supply of yarn to the handloom weavers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In the scheme lias it been settled as to 
where the mills will be located? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Location has not yet been decided. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: How will these mills be 
managed, will they be limited concerns or state-managed? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: State-managed. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will any shares be sold 
outside ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: No. 

Bupersession of Local Bodies by tho Govemment, 

68. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and l^cwal Self-Government Dejxirtment be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Government contemplate to take over the control of the 
Public Health Department from the local bodies; 

(h) if so, the reason or reasons that have led to such a decision ; and 

(c) whether such control is intended to be permanent or temporary? 
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B^i? Parliamentarjf Seeratary (on bohalf of 

the Hon’W^ Khan Bah^ur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): A proposal for 

provincialisation of the District Public Health staff is under the consideration 
of Government. 


Mfa RANAJIT PAL GHOWDHURYs When a reply can be expected? 

Mr. Ko C. ROY GHOWDHURYs That df'pends on the progress of this 
ordinance business. 


Mr. BIREN ROYs Will the rarliainentary Secretary please slate why 
answers to (h) and (c) have been avoided? 

Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURY: Because the matter — whether the 
Government will take up the control from the District and Local Boards 
and provincialise them — is still under consideration. 


Khan Bahadur NURUL AMIN: What are the reiihons that led tho 
Government to consider the taking up of the control of the District and 
Local Boards ? 


Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURY: The reasons are not yet known. 

Khan Bahadur NURUL AMIN: How is it tliat Government propose to 
take up the control of the District Boards when tl)e reasons for this step 
cannot be disclosed ? 

Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURY: The matter is still under consideration. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL GHOWDHURY: Do tln^ Oov(*rnment propose* to 
take away the powers of the Union Boards as well? 

No answer. 

Mr. 8HRI8H GHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: If there is no reason for 
taking over tlie control of the Public Health Department, then wliat gave the 
Government the occasion for tiiinking lliat lliey should take up the (sontrol? 
There must be some reasons. What are they? 

Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURY: I have nothing further to add to what 
I have already stated. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB GHANDRA BANERJEE: Have Govc^rnment 
satisfied themselves lliat the present syslem has not been working well? 

Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURY: It is not working well, and that is 
why Government is considering the question of provincialisation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB GHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it due to the 

inefficiency of the local staff or is it due to lack of interest on tho part of 
Government in supplying serum and other things for public use? 

Mr. K. G. ROY GHOWDHURY: It is all due to the unsatisfactory 
function of the present system. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: Sir, I am here today and I 
prepared to answer all the held-over questions, if the honourable members 
so wish. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, we have not got the copies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: These copies were supplied 
to the honourable members before. 

Mr. 8HRI8H GHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI; Sir, let the HoiPble 
Minister read the questions as well as the answers. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: No, my suggestion is that you should bring your 
questions tomorrow and let Mr. Suhrawardy answer those questions tomorrow. 

Point of Information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Hon’ble the Home Minister 

S romised to give a day for discussion of the cloth situation of Bengal. 

ow, Sir, I submitted a Special Motion under rule 96 some 8 or 10 days 
ago which has been adqiitted by the Deputy President. For want of 
consent of the Hon’ble Minister of Civil Supplies it has not been finally 
decided when it will be taken up for discussion. Now, may 1 know from 
the Hon^ble Minister of f^ivil Supplies whetlier he would give his consent 
to the motion being discussed? Sir, I may infoini him in this connection 
that the Hon’ble the Home Minister promised that a day w^ould be given 
for it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not think 1 promised 
that a day will be given for the discussion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s 
motion. What I said was that the Hon'ble Civil Supplies Minister will 
make a statement on the subject. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You seem to have forgotten everything. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, what ha])pened is that the Deputy President himself had suggested 
that as the inatler was imporlant (lovernment might consider to give a day 
for discussion of the cloth situation 'whereupon the Hon’ble Chief Minister said 
that he would consider the suggestion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, no. He actually agreed. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am informed that extracts 
of the proceedings have been stmt to me. I shall look tiiem up, and if 
it is found that a definite ])rouiise was made it will he honoured. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, apart from the question of promise, 
I have already submitted a Special Motion regarding the clotli silualion 
in Bengal. It has been admitted by the Chair, and I want to know whether 
th(? Hon’ble the Civil Supplies Minisler will give his consent to its discussion 
in tlie House. The (Ivil Supplies Minister is a cam])ing Minister. He is 
always found touring from one plac.e to anothei', and so we do not gtd liiin 
here when we re(|uire him. Now that we have got him in our miilst we want 
to know whether lie is willing to give his (a'uisent to in> Special Motion heiiig 
discussed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the position is that 
I made a very long statement yesterday, and I find it has been ])rinted in 
the pa])ers. So the lionoiirahle mem hers, if they choose to read the papers, 
will understand the cloth situation from that statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: No, Sir, 1 ask that the matter .should 
be discussed on the fl(M)r of the House, otherwise what is the use of this 
House ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 would again request the 
honourable members who read newspapers and who regard newspaper 
reports as gospel truth to get full information regarding the cloth situa- 
tion from my statement. If the matter is discussed on the floor of the House, 
it tt'ould take a lot of my time and I am very short of it. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: AVhen the Civil Supplies 
Minister goes out on joy-rides elsewhere, how is his time employed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; On business. 
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Ufa HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a personal explanatioUf 
Sir. Yesterday while in the course of my speech I mentioned something 
which I am now told is not correct. As regards the “Nationalist” news- 
paper, I am told it is no longer being financed by a certain Marwari 
gentleman as I stated in my speech yesterday. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have an adjournment motion — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Regarding your adjournment motion, Mr. Mazumdar, 
I am afraid it cannot be moved in view of the fact tliat there is already 
a resolution on the veiy subject and it is under discussion. Therefore, under 
the rules that adjournment motion cannot be moved. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: AVhich resolution, SirP Has that 
been discussed P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is under discn.ssion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Rut my motion is a new thing altogether, 
Sir. If you will kindly read my motion in its tmtirety, you will find that 
it relates to the failure of the (Tovernment regarding tlie release of security 
prisoners in Bengal in view of the statement of the Hon’ble Home Member 
in the Central Assembly, namely, that “some Provincial (lovernments may 
be over-rash, others over-cautious. It is entirely left to them. They do 
not even ask the (Vntre when they release any detenues”. 

This motion embodies an old demand no doubt, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVill you kindly take your seat, Mr. Mazumdar? 
I would draw your attcmtion to the non-official resolution of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das, which runs as follows: — That this (’ouncil is of opinion that 
all security political ]>risoners taken under the Defence of India Rules and 
Act or under Regulation Jll be set free without any further delay. 

Evidently, that resolution is a mucdi wider motion than yours. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But, Sir, my grounds arc* othc'rwise; 
tlic'v art* based on the statc'iuent of the Home Member of the* (Government 
of India. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; But you can always put I'oiward that stat(‘ment in 
sup])()rt of Mr. Das’s I'escdution. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But my motion is (|uitc* sc‘j>arate, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wt*ll, the C<*ntral (iovernment may have* said certain 
things but that does not create a new situation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: ( ertainly it does. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It does not. 'J’he entire question can be discussed in 
connec^tion witlj Mr. Das’s rc*scduti(m. I cannot, thc*refore, allow your 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, by the statement of the Home 
Member of the (jfovernment of India the fraud lias been found out, the smoke- 
screen has been already lifted and the bubble lias burst. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A s I have* already ruled, your adjournni(*nt motion 
cannot be admitted; but you can c(‘rtainly make use of this statement in 
connection with Mr. Das's resolution. 

Mr. HARIDAS HAZUMDAR: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by “No, S‘r” P 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: WiU you please allow me to explain my 
motion before you finally disallow it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that if you want to support Mr. Das’ 
resolution, you can very well advance the statement of the Home Member 
that the responsibility for the release of political prisoners lies with the local 
Governments and that if they choose to release them they are at liberty to 
do so. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It is not only an argument but a new 
situation has been created. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid, not. Now let me proceed to the next 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : The next adjournment 
motion stands in my name. Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before you move your motion, will you please state 
your grounds in support of it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before Mr. Mahalanobish moves his 
adjournment motion, may I say that in my resolution regarding release of 
security prisoners, the word “political” has been inserted after the word 
“security” which was omitted through an oversight? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes. That has been done already. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, the facts over which 
I beg to move my adjournment motion arc briefly these: On the 14th 
March, ,194o, a particular reiail cloth shop got about 400 pairs of sarts and 
dhotis for retail sale. The shop is situated at the junction of Kasli Behary 
Avenue and Kussa Hoad, and from early morning 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid that is not the motion to be now dis- 
cussed. Your notice regarding Calcutta Corporation was received in this 
department on the 14th March and notice of this motion regarding lathi 
charge was received on the loth. So ‘the earlier motion regarding Calcutta 
Corporation should now be discussed. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Yes, Sir, I should have 
mentioned it before. The subject-matter of this motion is the threat of the 
Government of Bengal to supersede the Calcutta Corporation with a view 
^ impose its will upon the Corporation of Calcutta which is a self-governing 
institution functioning within the four corners of the Statute. The question 
I beg to raise by this motion is that the Government’s action in issuing 
directives under the threat of supersession for imposing the will of the 
Government on the Corporation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The situation created by Government’s directives — 
that is your point? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Unjustifiable threat by 
the Government of Bengal to supersede the Calcutta Corporation with a 
view to impose its will upon the Calcutta Corporation — that is my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your motion runs as follows : — 

“The situation arising out of the unjustifiable threat by the Government 
of Bengal to supersede the Corporation of Calcutta”. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Not only that— “with 
a view to impose its will upon the Corporation, a self-governing institution 
acting within the limits of its statutory powers and duties. (Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury : Sir, the first part is all right : the motion may be 
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divided.) No, Sir, the whole thing is one indivisible motion. Ton cannot 
divide it into parts. The motive of the Government is to impose its will 
upon the Corporation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The real issue is threat of supersession? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H; Yes. Sir. But it is not 

proper and it is illegal. It is with an ulterij'r motive that the Government 
want to impose its will upon the Corporatioi.. It may be good or it may be 
bad: still the Corporation is entitled to exercise its duties as enjoined by 
law, and this interference, I submit, is illegal, im}>ro])er and most 
unjustifiable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir. I submit that this 
motion should not be accepted. Apparently, this imdion was given notice 
of some time back. Since then the final directive of Government was sent 
on the 17th March and 1 am not aware that any threat < ‘ supersession is 
contained in the final directive. The Corporation of Calcutta has been 
asked to carry out certain duties for the health and welfare of the citizens 
of Calcutta and the Corporation has been asked to make financial provision 
in the budget for it 

Mr, PRESIDENT: May I have a look at the papers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Whetiie. the Corporation 
will do it or not still remains to be seen. If the Corporation does it, there 
will be no (luestion of considering this motion; if the Corporation does not 
do it, then Government will have to consider what action it will take in 
future. Therefore, T cannot see what possible discussion there can be on an 
alleged threat of supersession. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To cut short the discussion, may I suggest that let 
these two letters be placed before me and T shall se(‘ whether the situation 
has been altered by the second letter or not and wliat situation has lieen 
created by the Government letter. J would reciuest Government to send 
these letters to me and in the meantime discussion of this matter may stand 
over. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir, the notice of this 
adjournment motion was given on the 14th and today is the 22nd ; it has been 
on the agenda for the last two or three days. In the circumstances, 1 think 
Government had ample time to make enquiries and there is no justification for 
Government to take time over it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Government are not taking time hut the (diair 
is taking time to decide the question. The Government are maintaining 
that the threat has been witlnlrawn 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, no. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Government maintain thaf 
some directives have been sent to the ( 'orporalion. If it dot's not comply 
with them, Government will consider wliat steps should be taken with regard 
to the Gorpnration. The threat does not arise, at this stage. Jt may quite 
well be that the Corporation will be s\iperseded ; but that is an altogether 
different matter. What steps Government will take depends upon what 
action the Corporation will take wulh regard to tlie directives. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : So, Govern iiH'iit admit 
that there was a threat of superses.sion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is why I would like to go through the two 
letters. 
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Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: If it had been a private 
affair, it would have been a criminal intimidation, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, I shall waive the question of urgency of Jhis 
motion. Let it be postponed now, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H; I bow down to your deci. 
sion; but before I resume my seat, I beg to submit that the Hon’ble Minister 
is resorting to delaying tactics. The Government had sufficient notice of 
this motion. What prevented ihem from producing all the papers today? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we have no objection to 
the motion being taken up today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVell, il is for me to decide as to whether I shall 
admit it or not. Government may not object to the motion being taken up 
today because they have a majority. 

Khan Sahib 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED; Not on the ground of majority 
but for the justice of the cause. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; The point is that I must be satisfied whether this 
motion can b(‘ allowed or not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, will you allow us to state our point 
of view ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, 1 shall give both sides opportunities to speak 
on it. Now, let us pass on to the next motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In view of the fact that an earlieu* adjournment 
motion has got to be kept pending, other motions also must wait. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Why? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 tell you why. Suppose an adjournnuuit motion 
which stands in your name is admit t(‘d totbn it will gel ])recedence over 
an earlier molion which has already been admitted, which cannot be done. 
In that vi(*w of tli(‘ ina (t(‘r other a<ijouinment motion must wait. That has 
been tin* practice in the past. 

Statement of action taken on Resolution. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Si]-, in accordance with the provision 
of sub-rule (‘J) oi lule tto of the Ihuigal Legislative (buneil Ib-oeedure Itules, 
T have the honour to place for the information of the ( oiineil tin* following 
statement rt*ganling action taken by tin* (loVei'nment (ui the resolution 
relating to (*ncouragenn*nt of sugar industry, both in cottages and in small 
factories, that was pass(*d by the Council on the Ihth May, Ibl-f: 

“I'he d(‘vel(>pment of tin* sugar manufacturing industry on sound lines 
in all its aspt*cts in this province has been leceiving the serious attention of 
(iovei'iiment in consultation with th(* Jb'ugal Sugai* Advisoiy Boai'd and with 
this end in view two Sub-Conunittt*es have* b(*en set up un(l(*r the aegis of 
the Boai’d — one to deal with the agricultural as])e(*ts ami the (dht'r with tlie 
industrial as])(*cts of the imlustry. Both tlie Sub-Committees are at present 
engag(‘d in foi-mulating definite measures tor the removal of iidierent handi- 
caps from which the indiistiy now sutlers, viz., ineffi(*ient varieties of cane, 
irregular transport facilities, inefficient production metliods, etc. Besides, 
the folb»wing other measures have been initiated to that end: — 

(/) With a view to collect detailed and reliable data regarding the 
sugar industry carried on by the small open pan factories as well 
as b> gur industrit*s, a s]a*cial staff is now being em])lov(*(l bv 
tilt* Board to make nece'^^arv investigations into and submit a 
detailed re])ort on tlie existing jiosition ami the measures that 
may be nece.ssary for improving the prospects of the Industry. 
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(tV) Since the progress of the inilustry depends on the supply of good 
and sunicieiit cane, the Agriculture Department, on the recommen- 
dation of the Board, is now fcdlowing a considered programme 
of seed distribution in all districts and further the question of 
zoning of cane areas between the small-scale factories and large 
factories is now under consideration that the smaller units 
may not be handicappied by unfair eoiupetition in tlie matter of 
cane supplies. 

It is hoped tliat, by tiie initiation of tin* measures as detailed above, 
appreciable improvement will be effected in the industry botli in cottages 
and in small factories, in tliis Province.” 


Non-Official Resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! iSow, we pass on to the Non-otli(‘ial Uf^solution. The 
motion ot Mr. Lalit Pliandra Das is under consideration. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I beg to .support the 
resolution moved by my friend Mr. I.alit (’handra Das. But I must make 
it clear that 1 cliaiactcrise my support as a demand on tin* part of our ])artv 
and that of the citizens of Bengal tor the release of ]>olitical ])risoners. I 
want to deal with the legal or rather tin* criminal as]>ect of the (juestioii, 
namely, that political prisoners have been arrested and k(*j)t in prison under 
the criminal jurisdiction of (iovernment. Sir, it is well known that the ptmal 
codes of all the countries throughout the civilised world have been framed to 
punish ])ersons who disturb the .social structure of the country. It is really 
to suppress the anti-social activities of members of a so(*iety, i.e., of undesir- 
able members of a society that the ])cnal code of a country is framed. 1 wish 
to ask the Hon’ble the Home Minister whether these political prisoneis are 
guilty of any anti-social activity. Are these persons in any way harming 
the present structure of society which the Home Mijiist(*r is so anxious to 
preserve)^ Of course, I know that the llon'ble Home Minister has rec(*ived 
his training in the great school of the Bureaucracy started by the* Muropean 
element in tin* administration: he has turned out to be one of tin* tinest 
(‘xamples of that today and In* has in virtue of tho.se attainm(*nts put all tln‘se 
|)er.son.s undt‘r arrest. I am foi getting perhaps the Hon’ble Home Minist(*r’s 
excuse that it is not he who has put these men into prisfin ; lat.ln*!- it is 
Mr. Fazlul Hacj’s jirevlous Ministry that has done .so. He always (*ites this 
in his sup])ort, that it is not his fault if so many person.s arc still in <h*tentlon. 
If tliat i.*, so, then he is ])erpetuating a wrong committ(*d by a pr(‘vious 
Ministry. ^ I must remind him, however, that this very Mr. Fazlnl Ha<j had 
the candour and sinci*rity to ])roclaim that In* had no hand in the airi'st of 
the.se men and keejiingf them there. It is tin* S<*cretar\ of tin* Home 
Department and the (jovernor who are responsible for this. He was not 
even consulted but (*ntirely ignored. On account of his d(*claration 
])ublicly in thes(* matters vengeance was wr(*aki‘d upon him: In* was hustled 
out of the ministiT and tin* Hon’ble Sir Njizimuddin wa.s ushered in 
Mr. Fazlul Haq’s ])lace. Is it not a tact ^ I am jmtting’ the sann* (juestion 
to him today. Does he want to sa\ that he has kept all tln*.se persons on 
behalf of the country or on behalf of the int(‘resls that he is representing? 
1 concede, of course, that Sir Nazimuddin is as much a j)o]>ular representa- 
tive as I am here. He has been elected b> the jieople ; but is In* .serving 
the people’s interests by keeping them in prison? Is he ])res(*rving the 
Indian .society, or for the matt(‘r (d‘ that, lh*ngal .society fiom tin* ravages 
of these jiolilical ])risnin*i's ? And is that the only rea.son by which he is 
actuated? AVill he jilease tell us and the House and the outside people 
who are waiting for his answer, why is it that he is keejiing these persons 
still in jail? I wish him to make at least a declaration todav like .Mr. Fazlul 
Haq. 1 know that the Hoirbh* Home Minister is sulfieiently sincere in his 
professions and is an honourable man and I do not think that he will be 
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backward in saying openly whose interest he is serving by keeping these 
persons in jail. If these political prisoners have harmed anybody, they have 
harmed the British domination here and they have harmed the foreign 
elements here. They have done no harm to the people of the province. On 
the other hand, they have made great sacrifice for the sake of the freedom 
movement. Indeed, but for their sacrifice you would not have been on the 
gaddi today. It is on account of the accumulated work, sufferings and 
sacrifice of these very political prisoners whom you put to prison that today 
you are on the Ministerial gaddi. In any other civilised country there would 
have been a different opinion about these prisoners. So I say, you cannot 
call them or class them as criminally-minded persons. You cannot call them 
anti-social elements: they are rather pro-social. They are the vanguard of 
the freedom of the country, however much you disagree with their methods. 
We cannot question their motive: their motive is clear and transparent. 
They have staked their all — even their lives — for the purpose of bringing 
political salvation to the country of which our friends are taking advantage. 
Another thing, if he is masquerading as a popular Minister and at the 
same time he is serving the purpose of foreign domination here, then not 
only he is harming the country, not only he is harming the young men 
and women behind the prison bars but he is also harming the cause of 
the country before the outside world. He is giving opportuntiy to the 
people in England — to the people of the outside world — to say: “look here, 
these things are being done by your own men - -these things are not done 
by the Britishers. Those of your people who are enjoying so called 
provincial autonomy, they are doing these things and we are not responsible 
for their work’\ 

The next point I want to deal witli is the treatment meted out to these 
prisoners. The honourable mover has given details and T need not repeat 
them. He has shown at least that the treatment is neither humane nor is 
it according to the standard of the civilised countries of the world. It is a 
matter of recent occurrence that even a man like Hess, — the right-hand 
man of Hitler, who is supposed to liave caused wide-spread devastation in 
the world — is not only supplied with all creature comforts but all sorts 
of luxuries — he is served wuth good fishes for which he has special liking 
and served with cars for joy-rides here and there for his recreation. And 
what is done in our country? These men who have not done so very great 
harm — and probably no harm compared to the harm that has been done by 
Hitler and his deputy Hess — they are still being treated badly, whereas 
Hitler’s deputy is being treated with all sorts of comfort. We ii\T)uld not 
mind if this treatment is accorded by the foreign element in the administra- 
tion — if any foreigner would have given us all this trouble and incon- 
venience; but it is the doing of our own persons who pose here as popular 
representatives, lending themselves to the foreign elements here and serving 
their cause to the discomfort of our own people. When the history of 
Bengal’s struggle for independence will be written, the part which the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin has played therein will give ample grounds for the 
posterity to curse his memory. 

With these words, I support the motion. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; Sir, I beg to support this 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Sir, several motions 
have been moved and several motions have been passed, several question^ 
have been put, but I do not like to go into them and I do not want to take 
much time of the House. Simply may I remind the Chief Minister of his 
promises he made at the time of his formation of the Ministry. They were 
published in the papers. One of those promises was for the release of 
political prisoners. He promised to try his best in this regard but may I 
ask what he has done up till now ? I think nothing has been done. He 
had also made another promise which I do not want to mention today. 1 
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shall get an opportunity tomorrow when another motion will be moved by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das in regard to that promise. I simply want again to 
remind him of those promises. Sir» 1 had to resign from his party most 
reluctantly for the non-fulfilment of those promi‘?es. Hut still 1 request 
him to keep those promises and at least this is one of them. 

With these few words, I support the moaon moved bj" my honourable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sk. MUHAMMAD JAN: Mr. President, Sir, I' 
beg to support the resolution moved by Mr. T.alif (Miandra Diis tlmugh 1 
know that in spite of the patlietic details supplied b\’ him regarding the vt'ry 
sad and bad state of the health of soim* of the jirisoners including specially 
some of the women prisoners, the Government as at pr(‘sont (‘onstituted with 
a packed majority in the House will pay little attention to our remonstrances. 
It is a matter of common knowledge that the League Ministry in Hengal. 
as in other provinces wherever it has come to })ow(‘r, is (*alIous and indifferent 
to the suft'erings of the people and cannot toleralate those who stand for 
their political conviction and want to serve the community by tiieir sacrifices. 
Even this is the attitude of no less a person than the Quiul-e-Azam. India’s 
best sons, namely, Pandit Jaharlal Nehru who lias sacrificed everything 
and Maulana Azad who has done immense service to Islam, are regarded 
hy Mr. Jinnali as enemies of the country. There is a vast difl'erenco between 
the League Ministry and the Congress Ministry. One is out for opportunity 
for loaves and fislies of office, while the other is for service without the 
slightest regard for office, power and position. The other day the moment 
Dr. Khan Saheb took office, he ordered the release of all 'Congit*ssmen, 
which Sirdar Aurangzeb Khan in spite of big claims could not do or wouhi 
not do in course of the eighteen months that be held this august office. 
Not to speak of Dr. Khan Saheb, who is a full-hedged (amgressman, even 
Khan Hahadur Monhi Jinx refused to accept ministership if (.’ongross 
leaders were not set free and he succeeded in his ambition. 

This was too hot for the Muslim League wliich in imitation of the 
Congress has set up a High ('(miniand and which ordered immediate 
re-sliuffling of the Ministry. Sir (ihulam Hidayatiillah obexed this mandate 
not so much to please Mr. Jiiiiiah us to please himself with Jb*emi(*rship, 
regardless of his promise in writing to Khan Bahadur Moulu Bu\ thal lie 
will stand hy him in all circuinslances. Though there are many Khan 
Sahebs and Khan Bahadurs in Bengal, and this llou.vi* abounds in both, 
there is none of the calibre of the Khan Saheb of North-West Frontier ami 
Khan Bahadur Moula Bux of Sind. Instead, we have Sir Nazimiiddin as the 
Premier of our Province, who is also iiii^ n ome Minist(‘r and whose only 
ambition is to serve the Bureaucracy at all costs, even if it means tlie arrest 
and detention of thousands innocent young men and women of his Prnvin(;e. 
In his Cabinet, there are otliers some of whom are very proud, others obliging 
and courteous. But either proud, insolent, or obliging and ac(‘.ommodating, 
they are all agreed that they must be in power, no matt(*r what may happen 
to the people. The head of the Province should not be displeased and they 
should not lose their lucrative jobs, and therefore as long as he is not inclined 
to the release of political prisoners they must oppose it. T am sure that 
my friends on the other side of the House, supporters of the Government, 
are also determined to oppose resolutions like this on all occasions amJ 
though they have not any cogent reason to put forward in justification of 
their attitude. Yet at the time of Division they will meekly follow their 
Leaders in the “Noes” Lobby in joyful mood as if a great service to Islam 
is being done by them. They should realize that by supporting the 
repressive policy of the Government what harm they are doing not only to 
the present but also to future good relations between the Hindus and 
Mussalmans who are to live not only in Bengal but in other parts of India 
where they are in a most negligible minority. If it may so happen that 
Mahasabha Communal Ministry in United Provinces or Central Provinces is 
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formed and if they with the help of a Ihiroda Pain, or a Goswami, — p(diti(*al}\ 
regenerate, ecoiiomically hankrupt and socially outcast, who are cow 
eulogizing the liberal spirit of Sir Nazirnuddin in the matter of release e; 
jiolitical i)risoners, — carry out wliolesale repression of the Mussalnians, not 
for any communal trouble, hut for political conviction, what will he tlic 
reactions not only of the Mussalnians of those provinces hut also of thost* 
who now support the Government ? After all, Jiindus have fi'elings and as 
the most disciplined community they may not give vent to tlie jiain ami 
^ agony, hut sometime or other when they are carried away hy their passioi^s 
60 long checked, the Mussalnians are sure to suffer terrihle losses for tin* 
misdeeds of a few interested mischievous people in Jlengal. 

The other day the lion ’hie the Home Member to the Government of Indiu 
said that “some Provincial Governments may he over-rash, others over- 
cautious. It is entirely left to them. They do not even a.sk the ( Vntiv 
when they release any detenus”. With due respect, 1 will submit that his 
statement was incorrect or at least fallacious, as popular Governments undei 
the auspiciLS of the Jjeague and set up h\ the Governor, as in Jhuigal, ma\ 
he free from taking advice from the Home Mmnhc'r of the Government ot 
India, hut not free from susceptibilities ol tlie Governor who uses his s])eciai 
prerogativi* whenever there is a (|uestion of giving ans ndiid' to an\ jinlitical 
prisoner or (hdenu. They are not fri'e ag(‘nt^. Tlimt* is no dtoiving tlie 
fact that while Mr. ( asey has given lull authority to his Ministei.s to do 
whatever they jilease witli the finance of the Ihovince and has nothing to 
do with the mismanagement of each and every deiiartnieiit under the pojniliii 
Ministers, In* uses his four senses liefore any Political is n'h'ased. llundT‘ed> 
of thousand of ])ersons may die of famiin* and malnutrition, and in spit<‘ or 
the import of large* stock of elotlis in Jk‘ngal, there ma> lx* no cloth toi 
covering dead lK>di(*s; but His K\c(‘lh*n(*\ cannot counte'iianci* tin* reh'ast* 
of a single* jiolitical ])rishiier, ev(*n wonn*!), siillViing Imin phthisis, ])ara]\sis. 
and other disease's, uiil(*ss lie* is fiill> satisfied that the*y will ne‘\e*r jiavs .i 
resolution wheih may endanger the safety ol Pritish Kni])ire. Hut Gie tiimi.x | 

side of the ]iicture is that the* Home* Minister, wln'uever he speaks on tin* ! 

8ul)je*ct, fakes all blame upon his shoiil(h*r because* he is afraid ' 

of lo^sing the favour of the Geivernoi. Tlius, fejr the sake e/i 

petty personal advantuge»s, jiopiilar Ministry is not only detaining 

many iiiiieiceuit youngmen and wenneii eif H(*nga], hut also eleienel- 
ing their ignoble actions te) hiele their greeel of oftie*e*. They 
are deiiiig immense harm to their countrymen, to their eiuii | 

community and over and aheive they are* hearing eidiiim of the* whole weiihi 

that Mussalimins are not only ineapahle to eh) anything feir their eeiuntrv 
hut also oppress the Hindus wlu) are aleme fighting the freedonTs battle 
against the Hritishers for their arrogance aiiel great Muslim ( ommuiiity feu I 
their ignorance. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDARs Sir, I aceorel my whole*liearted su|)])ort 
te) the resolutie)!! that has been moveel hy my frienel Mr. Lalit (’liandra Das. 
Hut I sheiuld mention that I te)o liael a similar rese)lutie)n standing in m\ 
name, namely, that this Council is of e)pinie)n that tlie lhovim*ial (loveum- 
nient shemlel immediately take necessary steps for the release of the jieilitical 
prisoners, ineliieling the M.L.A.’s who are being detained as securitv 
prise)ners under the Defence of India Act and Pules made thereunder. 

The Hon’hlo Home Minister in May, 194d, announced that whether the 
Congress supported him in the Ministry or not, a liberal policy would he 
followed in tlie release of jxilitical ])risoners. Sir, much water has flowed 
down the Hooglily since then and there lias taken place a vast improvement 
in the war situation. Tokyo is burning, Mandalay has fallen and the 
German army which was operating in tlie Black Sea is now engaged in 
defending Berlin. But still thousands of political pri.soners are rotting in 
jails or in internment wTthoiit a trial. The Finance Minister sometime 
ago described Sri jut Sarat Chandra Bose as a prince among the prisoners. 
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But to «.se this appellation in respect of one who is .leci.le.llv a •prince a.nonir 
men is damning with faint praise". Fvcr.v Beagalce' cons e is S 
Balm innocent ot py charge that the (iovernmen, nmv hiiag agains 1 h, 
and yet thi.s gent eman to .smt the whim of tiovernmeat. Provincial w 
Central or both has been . Ic ained for a p.ef ;y long time to the great 
financial loss of his iaiiiilt and the patriotic • '•vices to his eoiiiitn. To pav 
an al owance of Bs. 1 t Ol) per montli to one «l,o used to earn moVe than ail 
the Miiimters put together is but tardy justice. Mas the Ministry made any 
repre.seiitation to the ( entral l.oyernmcnt that the continued detention lif 

Sarat Balm in uiinecessary for the .safeti of tlie renin,;-' of the 

Hindu meiiibers of the (abinet. perhaps in the exuberance of feelinjr 
generated by their appointment to the templing jid.s of Ministers, assured 
us that if they could not release him they would at least bring him to Bengal 
1 wo long year.s have incite, I away , but has that promise b, . n fulfilled I-* Yet 
the riiijjnce Minister eertifiess that a liberal ]>()!iey is hi'ino* pmsiuMl his 
chief. If this be iberalily, the word must have elianoerl i<s meanin- in 
the modern political lexicon of lleno-al. The history of political sulVerens in 
I’en^al is a lonji’ one; but I have no lu‘sitation in say in that no one lias 
been so much sinned against not only h\ his a<l vei sari(‘s but also bv liis 
lieutenants and followers as our Sarat (iiandra. a ixen\ of the puiv.st ray 
serene. Mr. Ibu'ada Ibasanna Pain wrote to hi^s (‘r.sl w h le holder that as 
soon as th(‘ latter so desired he would resign from tin* t'abinet. As reported 
in Hdsunidii, Saiat Halm has since writUoi to Ills Kxeellenc,\ tin* (tovernor 
that Ihiin should lesi^ii. In repl\ to a pin'slion (d mine tin* I^'iminee 

Minister sa\s that li(« is not liapp\ ov(*r the (jiM'stion (d lh(‘ lelease id political 
jnisomus. It lie reall,\ so telt, tlu' st rai‘iht-for\\ ai d course foi- him and his 
colleague Mr. Pain was to resign on the .sinohi issiu* of Sarat Ihibu's ndimse 
and the release of other ])olitieal juisoners. d'he salaries and emolunnuits 
which h<‘ and his colleaj.lue !^^r. Pain, <‘leet(*d on ( on«.»‘r(‘ss tiekids, aw drawing 
now must be tainted inone> — tainted A\itli the suffering fd Sarat Habu and 
other innocent p(diti(*al prisoners ailing in jails and som(‘ enduring the 
torture of nios(]iiito bit(*s for w’anf of curtains, denii‘d hy a (iovernineni 
which spt'iids crores on wild goose chase. In Pengal a cooli(‘ uses a niosipiito 
curtain liui it is denied to these political pri.soners. In the case of Mr. Pain, 
we know that he us(*d to earn more tlian what he draws now'. VVdiat must 
he the reason for bis sticking leecli-like to the post, ihunonstrabls at the 
sacrifice of his principled Who can solve this mastery ? The (Jovernment 
should either try this large number of persons in an opiui court of law or 
set tliem at liberty. We know bow' in tlie ])ast men like Aswini Kumar 
Dutt and Krishna Kumar Mitra were deported without a trial. The 
Executive liere out of sheer vindictivene.ss cannot tolerab* sucli im'ii ojifiose 
with tangible force their administrative jiolicy and takf* the short-cut of 
detaining or imprisoning them. The police, in order to sav<* theinscdves 
work, jnit the innoeent and the guilty in the sami* category and recommend 
mass im])risonment as Hanunian, tlie hero of our mythology, unable to 
distinguish the plant V isdl ifdkdrdiu brought the mountain (tdndhd- 
'mmJdn wliich must contain the plant along with numberless animals. Tliis 
method of turning India into a vast concentration cam[>, as Mrs. Wjaylakshmi 
Pandit says sma(*ks of barbarous metliods w(jrtliy of the Middle Ag-es and 
besmirclies unnecessarily tlie name of Britain in eountrie.s like America. 
Some prisoners are suffering from disea.^es like T. B. and considerat i(ms of 
humanity demand their immediate release. The case of Asw ini Gupta is in 
point: seven of his rihs liave been taken out and one lung is useh*ss : stilJ 
he is detained for the sake of securit\ ami .safety of the country ! The Home 
Minister has said that the family allfiwance granted to the juisoners is 
equivalent to the amount wdiicli they earm*d lad'ore tlieir arrest. But mo.st 
of these prisoners were arrested long ago and in the meantime the value of a 
rupee, as .stated by Sir Ziaiiddiii Ahmed in tlie Oentral A.ssembly, has 
depreciated to five annas. As I had occa.sion to state here the other day, 
European and Indian mercantile houses have granted an increase of 50 to 60 
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per cent, to Iheir Indian employees since the beginning of war. Will the 
Hon'ble Minister deal out even this inadequate measure of justice? The 
release of prisoners who are M.L.A.'s at least to attend the sessions of the 
legislature, is an urgent necessity which I have emphasised here and outside 
times without number. Do political considerations stand in the way, 
specially in view of the thin ice on which the Ministry is skating? An 
increase of a few votes of the Opposition may capsize the Ministry but at a 
time when astronomical figures adorn the budget the constituencies which 
these M.L.A.’s represent have a right to be heard on the principle of “no 
representation no taxation*’. They should at least be brought to the 
Legislative Chamber under police custody to take part in the proceedings 
and record their votes. The presence of these long-suffering men may 
serve as a corrective to such members of the Opposition as, according to my 
friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, have subterranean connection with 
the Ministry. The atmosphere of perjury, forgery and chicanery prevalent 
in Bengal at present might thus have much improved. 

I would appeal to the European group to exercise its influence in this 
matter. Sir Oswald Mosley, a man of professed Fascist sympathy, has 
been released in spite of the opposition of Labour members of the Parlia- 
ment. The Rumanian Minister has found shelter in Britain against the 
wishes of Russia. All this is in keeping with the British traditions of 
personal liberty. Britain had a large hand in abolishing slavery in the 
world. It is a fundamental principle of British Jurisprudence that a person 
should be considered innocent until he is proved to be the contrary. The 
vast European weightage in our legislature will be justified if the Eiiropean 
M.L.A.’s and M.li.f^’s will try to introduce the spirit of British freedom 
fin to the Government of our country. We have got a large police staff here 
whose ability in tracking the terrorist and the revolutionary, if not the 
hoarder and the profiteer, is unquestioned. The number of political prisoners 
is not so large as cannot be closely looked after by the custodians of law. 
Under the circumstances, a cause of considerable dissatisfaction in the 
public mind can be removed only by a little robust thinking. Our European 
colleagues here wdll help considerably in establishing cordiality between 
the two races by insisting on justice being done to men who are detained 
only because the Government do no! take the trouble of governing and choose 
short-cuts. 

Sir, 1 have already stated that in view of the recent statement made b> 
the -Uome Member of the Government of India, Sir Francis Mudie, it is lefi 
to ihe provijice entirely to release the political prisoners. Now, Sir, if 
the ('hief Minister would implement tiie proini.ses or the assurance he held 
out to the public, to tlie people of Bengal, and set them at liberty as soon 
as possible, — I think the time has come w^hen he should lose no time at all 
— he wanild do well. Sir, this Government has failed to do little justice to 
the people and Bengal will never forget these things and wdien time will 
come, all the blame will be placed on the shoulders of this Ministry. I 
request the Home Minister that he should in the course of this week set at 
liberty all the M.L.A.’s and see that they may join the sittings of the House 
forthwith. 

With these words, I b^ to support the motion moved by my honourable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support [the 
motion which has been moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. At 
this fag end of the debate, there are not many new arguments to be 
advanced. The case for the release of the political prisoners has been 
stated eloquently by many speakers of this House. I noticed the studied 
silence of members of the Government Bench. This is evidence that they 
also feel that the justice of the case for the release of political prisoners i:^ 
so evident that no opposition to it <5an be advanced by any member on that 
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side. I iiiso iind tliat my honourable friends on my left, namely, the members 
of the European Party have kept studiously silent on this question, in 
the past, they have at times inteivened in ihe debate, but 1 believe that 
there will be no intervention in this debate so lar as the European Party 
is concerned, and especially in the light ul what has happened recently. 

I would ask the European Party in this ITouse and in another place in 
this Province to take a leaf out oi what hat, been done by the European 
Party in the Assam Legislature. The Leader oi the European l^artv in 
Assam, speaking on behall oi his Party, associated himself with a general 
desire that political prisoners should be released. In tloing so be did 
more for establishing cordial relations between Europeans and Indians in 
this country than any weightage they enjoy, in spite ol the remarks of 
my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, i Jthink the weightage which has been 
given to the European Party is altogether unjusiiliable ev^a though they 
should support a demand like this, and even tiiough tiu ‘3 should in certain 
cases stand for the popular demand. iNothing can justily a weightage which 
IS probably in the region of one tliousand per cent, or fheieabout. in any 
case they will certainly be rendering the greati^st service towards \.he 
improvement of indo-iJritish relations, it the Euiopean i*aity here assoicate 
themselves, like the European Party in the As^am Legislature with a 
demand for the release of political prisoners. * 

I have a few special remarks for the ilon’ble Ehwaja Sir Nazimuddin. 
1 think I would not be exaggerating il i said that among the front rank meii 
in the Muslim League, there are few who command the conbdence and 
respect among the public as he does. There is general regard lor what he 
says. He has given evidence that it he is convinced about a thing, he will 
lake up the case, i would ask Sir Islazmiuddin to remember the declaration 
which he made about tvyo years ago on the assumption ol olhce. He made 
an unqualified declaration that whether he received support from the 
Congress Party or not his Ministry was committed to a policy of release of 
political prisoners. He qualified it by saying that such release should be 
consistent with the question ot public saiety of the province. 1 ask him 
whether the situation has not changed and changed suhicientiy today to 
allow release of all political prisoners, and especially prisoners who have 
been detained without any semblance ol trial. 

Reference has been made again and again to the fact that among these 
political prisoners are security prisoners. These have been detained with- 
out any reasons being advanced for their detention. Reyond a general 
apprehension about uncertain political condition, thcjc was nothing tangible 
against them. Speaker after sjieaker have pointed oul that the military 
situation has been transformed almost beyond recognition. The political 
situation has greatly changed. In view of these changed circumstances, 
and in view ol what is happening in other areas of India, 1 think that the 
Hon^ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin can have no excuse toiiay for not imple- 
menting to the fullest the assurances he held out when he first accepted 
office as Chief Minister about two years ago. 

1 made a reference to Assam a moment ago. I w^ould ask Sir Nazimuddin 
to remember what has been done by the Premier of Assam. A policy of 
liberal release of political prisoners has b<*<*n lollowed in Assam. So far as 
the North-West Frontier Province is concerned, one of their first acts has 
been the release of all political prisoners. I would ask my friends on my 
ieft, viz., the members of the European Party, to remember that this was 
done by a Government which was formed only a short time ago. The 
Frontier province has often been regarded as one of the most politically 
conscious areas in the country. What can be done in the frontier province 
can surely also be done here. If the Governor of the Frontier Province did 
not feel that the heavens would fall or the British Ejiipire would collapse 
tomorrow simply because some political prisoners or all the political prisoners 
were released, there is no reason to think that the British Empire would 
39 
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collapse tomorrow if political prisoners were released in Bengal also. J 
may in passing refer to the British Empire and say that if it does come to 
an end, nothing would give us greater pleasure. The day that the British 
Empire is transformed into a real commonwealth of Nations, that day would 
be a day of pride and pleasure not only to the Britishers, but to all those 
who are now associated willi the British Empire. It has been said. Sir, 
the British Empire is in a process of gradual transformation into a Union 
of mankind. Let the basis of Empire be transformed by the release ot 
political prisoners who have contributed so much towards the awakening of 
political consciousness in this country. 

Sir, 1 was speaking of Assam a moment ago. There the premier is 
about to release political prisoners. 1 am sure. Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin can do what Sir Mcl. Saadullah has been able to 
do. Take also the case of Sind. Under the impact of ilevelopments there, 
into the details of wliich 1 need not enter, there has been liberalisation in 
the policy of release of political prisoners. Though the Azad-Muslim 
coalition and (iovernment in Sind did not function for more than a week, 
yet they were able to release some prisoners and to introduce certain liberal 
innovations in tlie policy of Government. Even after that coalition came 
to an end, and a more or less purely Moslem League and Hindu Mahasabha 
Ministry has come into power in Sind, even this new Ministry of Sir Ghulam 
Hossain Hidyetullah has found it possible to follow a liberal policy of 
release of political prisoners. Sir, what prevents this Government and Sii‘ 
Nazimuddin, who made generous promises when lie took office, from 
carrying out the assurances that he lield out at the timef' 

1 am in this connection reminded of the speech made by the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister in replying to the general discussion of the budget, 
i believe that members of this House will agree that his speech was one 
of the best arguments for the general release of political prisoners in Bengal 
today. The Hon’ble Finance Minister said that he was personally most 
unhappy about the situation with regard to tJie political prisoners. If 
he is really unhappy and was really sincere when he said so, lie could 
certainly, us an important member of the Cabinet, persuade Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin to pursue a more liberal policy. And even though 
the Hon’ble Mr. Goswami tried to quality his statement by saying that 
Sir Nazimuddin was doing his best, it would seem that the certificate 
which he gave to the ilon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin was more formal 
than sincere or real. These are also considerations that Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin ought to keep in mind. 

Mr. Goswami did luit stop here. He went on to say and he admitted 
that there was general corruption in the country toilay. Nor can he 
deny that the political prisoners are some of the finest elements in society. 
If they were free today, they could be instrumental in checking the corrup- 
tion that is prevalent. When it was argued on behalf of the opposition 
that even as a measure of improvement ot the condition in the province, 
as a measure ot cheeking corruption, the political prisoners might be 
released, the Finance Minister seemed to acquiesce by silence on the point. 

We find that Sir Nazimuddin had made some definite promise. 1 ask 
him to answer how far he has been able to carry out the assurances which 
he held out then. I would also ask him to rememl)er the developments 
that have taken place in liim since the time that he was in Opposition. I 
think members of this House will generally admit that the Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin of 1940 and earlier and Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin of 1940-4?! 
and onwards are different persons, in certain respects. Opposition has 
proved a salutary curative, so far as he is concerned. Sir, I have often 
felt that if the Hon’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimpddin were ever a security 
prisoner, if he ever felt some of the sufferings of a political prisoner, if he 
felt some of the restrictions which a political prisoner has to suffer, if he 
had to share some of the feelings which a political prisoner has to feel 
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when he is shut up in a prison for no criminal fault, he wouUl be able to 
understand better the problem of the political prisoners of Bengal. If the 
Hon _ble Sir Nazimuddin were in their position, if he were in the prison, for 
political reasons and not for any crime or moral turpitude— if he were in 
prison for political reasons and deprived of his liberty for a year, he would 
perhaps show greater sympathy with the political prisoners, he would feel 
for these prisoners who have staked their liberty, staked their all, for the 
freedom of the country. He would feel that these political prisoners deserve 
greater sympathy than they have received at his hands up till now. Sir 
Nazimuddin has some imagination. Kven without personal experience, he 
should be able to visualise the feelings and aspirations of these political 
prisoners. He should also realise the condition which obtains today in 
Bengal, when corruption is rife on all sides, when the political standard has 
been lowered as a result of the withdrawal of some of the best elements of 
the political community. He should therefore view the case of these political 
])risoners as he would have done if he were one of them. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 find that the Opposi- 
tion members have been able to deliver very elofjnent sjieeches on this 
resolution : some of my friends opposite rose to the high(*st pitch of 
eloquence when speaking on the subject. I have all along recognist‘d the 
fact that there is a strong feeling about the releast* of the security pfditical 
prisoners. But it is unfortunate that some of the nnonbers liave forgotten 
the past history and the reasons for which tlu'se ]>risoners are being detain- 
ed and why so far it has not been yiossible to release tlunn in larger 
numbers. I may incidentally mention here that release has been going on 
all along. One thing requires explanation, as very few members either 
realised it while speaking or were not conscious of when th(*y compared tin* 
release of security prisom'rs in other provinces with the release of the 
security prisoners detained in Bengal. They forget that in other provinces 
nothing like the class of political security prisoners detained in Bengal does 
exist. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Are the crimes different 
in other provinces? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the unfortunate part of 
Mr. Shrish ('handra (’hakraverti is that he considers these prisoners as 
criminals 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir N azimnddin has 
(‘ntirely misunderstood me. T never said that. Ht* must hav<* considered 
them criminals and that is why he keeps tliem as ]»ri.son(‘rs. I have not 
put them in the prison. I have spoken for their release. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, Sir, T will explain 
why they are detained. Let me first explain the diffeience and distinction 
between the political and security prisoijers of this province and the 
political and .security prisoners of other provinces. In the other provinces, 
all those persons, who belonged tr) the legitimate rV)ngress or f^ongress 
Socialist Party and who took part in the disturbance of August, 1042, were 
arrested. They were arrested because they were supposed to have siart(*d 
the disturbance under the orders of the All-Tndia Congress (k)mmitfee and 
the Working Committee, Indeed, in those provinces the Provincial 
Governments arrested all those persons whom they considered to he leading 
and important persons in the local Congre.ss organisations. In Bengal the 
number of people arrested on that account was much less, namely, if there 
^ere 10,000 arrested so far in other provinces, only 1,000 or 1,300 were 



arrested here from among the Congress workers for the August disturbances. 
In Bengal there was another class of prisoners who were arrested not sn 
much because of the August disturbances but because of the advent of 
Germany into the war and the deterioration of the military situation in tlio 
frontiers of India. These persons belonged to the terrorist organisation ^ 
and I have always distinguished them from the legitimate members of tli(‘ 
Congress Party. In Bengal there are a large number of persons who havo 
spent perhaps the greater part of their lives under detention. From time to 
time^ there have been complete release of all these persons. But it has also 
been found that aftei release of these persons there have been recrudescenc*^ 
of terrorism and they had to be put back into prison. In spite of tln' 
August disturbances, my humble self, who has been described as full- 
blooded bureaucrat having received my training under the British bureau- 
cracy and so on and so forth, during my term of office as Home Minister, 
set at liberty more than 2,000. At the time when war was declared, I was 
in close touch with most of the leaders of these parties and found that the\ 
fthemselves apprehended that immediately on the declaration of war th('\ 
would be arrested. Nothing of the kind happened. It was only laier on 
when certain activities on the part of some of these organisations were 
manifest that a limited number of these leaders from the various groups 
were arrested and after I went out of office and Japan entered the war, a 
large number of p(»rsons of these terrorist organisations were put under 
arrest and made security prisoners. 

vSir, at the present time out of 12 or 15 hundred legitimate Congressmeu 
who had been kept in detention, I believe, not more than 50 arc under 
detention, and on comparison with all oth(‘r provinces when* Minisiry hav 
not been functioning except the small j>rovinces like North-West Frontier 
Pjovince, Sind or Assam, it will be found thai the number of Congress 
piisoners in Bengal is tln^ least. But at the same time we have* got 
between 1,000 to 1,200 t(*rrorist .security prisoners. As far as the Congress 
security prisoners are concerned, who were arrested because of the August 
Resolution of the Congress, their number is now not more than 50. The 
number of terrorist security prisoners as I said, is between 1,000 to 1,200 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Are they terrorists or supposed to be so? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, that subject has been 
discussed times without numb<;r in this House for the last 20 years, and 
if the honourable member does not know it yet, it is no use my taking 
the time of the House over tliis matter. Tt is recognised that they are so. 
It is no use my making a statement on the subject. I generally call them 
members of the subversive organisations. Now, Sir, why is it that these 
prisoner.^ are kept under detention? Mr. Shrish Chakra verti was very 
eloquent and put a very definite question. The members of this House 
know that there were a large number of people in this province who held 
the opinion that the Allies would be defeated and that one of the ways 
of getting rid of the British Imperialism would be if the Japanese were 
victorious. (Sevekvl iionoukable members on the Opposition: We 
never held such view.) Well, T said that a large number of people in this 
Province held the opinion — I did not say that the members of the Opposi- 
tion held such views — that the Allies were going to lose and that Japan 
will be victorious and thereby India will gain her freedom. Well, I leave 
it at that, and I hope these comments will be noted in the Papers and the 
public will judge. Now, Sir, it is purely a question of opinion. Persons 
may easily hold the view that with the assistance of Japan they will be 
•ble to get the freedom of India, and for that expression of opinion they 
can be called patriots. On the other hand, there are others who may hohl 
the view that India cannot get her freedom through ihe Japanese victory. 
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(Mr. Haridas Majitudar : No, no, we do not want freedom from any 
one except by onr own efforts). Well, Sir, I find that members on the other 
side are beginning to feel nncomfortable. (Mr. Haripas MAJUMnAR: 
Notniiig' of the Innd.) On the other hand, Sir, there are those who hold 
the view that India cannot lie free throuprh Japanese victory, as it would 
increase the period of servitude of India and that therefore those who hold 
the contrary view, namely, that India’s fi*. ‘’doni can he obtained throiijfh 
Japanese assistance are doiuir a great disservice to India’s cause and are 
an enemy to the province and to the country, and as such should be kept 
under detention. As I said, there are two points of vii’w and I have 
mentioned tliem. Now, these persons who liave been dfdained have got 
a past history of their own; and they have (‘ertain vmy dangei’ous affilia- 
tions. Just before Mr. Sublias Chandra Bose l('fi tliis country most of 
these subversive organi.sations had aceepied his It'adersliip. (Mr. TT.\ini).\s 
Mazumdak : But Mr. Narendra Naravau ChakraAniri was u gn‘at 
lieutenant of his, and so also Mr. Tulsi’ Chandra Cioswiimi). Yes. as T 
have said, Sir, all these organisations had Ix'gun 1o b(* aidivi* and Ihere 
was every likelihood and even danger lhal th<‘ war efFoid might be 
sabotaged by tliesf* organisations during ibis great critical pmaOd when 
Japanese invasion was imminent. I do nol, of coiirsf*, claim thal if ilnvse 
persons were relea.sed tliey Wfue surf' lo take' Ihe help of the Japani'se. On 
the contrary, it is quite ])Ossihle that a largf' numlx'r of th(*m (wlio had 
already declared to that effect) would figlit thf' fascist ])ower. ft is ipiite 
pcMSsihle that they would he much more hfdpful in furtlu'iing tin' war i*ffoit 
than those who were free now and hfdongf'd to thf' f'ongvf'ss; their ])olic> 
might lie definitely in support of the war f'fVort because thf'v do not believe 
in non-violence and they would not ju'rlnqis havf* scruiih'd on that ground 
in giving direct assistance to ihe war effort. But I would a.sk the Ifonse 
and the public to consider for a moment the ])osition of a TTome Ministf'r. 
Here are these people with their past history and jiast rf'cfwd and atfiliations 
and loyalties. Can he at this time or can any om' at this tinif', when the 
province is likely to he invaded, when then' is dangf*r of invasion, can any 
one I say again take ihe risk of allowing these pf'isons frcf'dom? 
(Mr. Laijt Chandra Das : But the time is vastly changf'd now, ami thf' 
danger is passed.) Can any one give them fif'f'flom and let them do things 
which it would be almost impossible to sto])F Om' honourabh' nn'inbei’ 
speaking today said that the number of sueb men is veiv small and tliat 
therefore they could be easily looked after; but. Sir, it is not unknown 
that for years none of them could he arre.stf'd iu Chittagong when they Avent 
underground and my friend Mr. Kahir aaoII hear me out that when the, Com- 
munist Party went underground (now their mf'mhf'rs arf* rf'leasf'd), at 
least for two years we conld not arrest one of thf'in. The policf' could not 
arrest one of them and they Avt're A^ery actiAc. It is only aa Iicu tin* Govern- 
ment lifted the ban and gave assuranee that tbt'y Avonld be alloAved to ln*lp 
the war effort, then and tbeii only they ajipeared bt'forf' tin* public. Tb(\v 
were very actiAP in Bengal and even in Calcutta and yet Ave could not lay 
our hands on them 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What about the Chitta- 
gong armoury raid prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Hoav can T take the risk of 
somebody who is in detention? 1 can only believi' those, Avho an' frf*(‘; 
it is so easy to make a declaration for the purpose f>f release. This (piestion, 
I know definitely; he'canse tliis Tlou.se discussed it more than once. It i.^ 
quite possible that the Chittagong Armoury Baid case prisoners when released 
would be engaged in anti-fascist activities. But it is not possible for 
Government to take the risk during a time when the safety of this nrovince* 
is at stake. Then, Sir, there are certain class of prisoners wliom CrOAern- 
ment under the general policy of release may release if they give an under- 
taking. But they would no[< do »o unleeo the organisation to which they 
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belonf? accept the terms of the undertaking?. I realise it is quite possible 
that the Armoury Raid case prisoners — if they are released, they may help 
the war effort. But it is not possible to take the risk. The risk is very 
great and we cannot take that risk at this critical time. We know the 
anxiety in which last year the people of Bengal passed their days when 
the enemy was on the Indian border. They have now been driven 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: It is Britishers with the 
help of Americans who drove them and not you. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: And I am continuousl^v 
reminded about my promise to release the prisoners. I would only say 
that at the time wlien I made that promise the general impression was 
that the military situation in the Burma front would be much better — that 
was in As a matter of fact, it was expected definitely that Akyab 

and Rangoon would be taken and on that basis I felt that it would be 
possible to have a liberal policy of release. But I made it clear then that 
I would make every effort to release them, provided it was consistent with 
the safely of the province. As the memlxTs of the House will remember, 
due to deterioration of the military situation in the Arakan and Imphal 
fronts, we could not take that step which might have been possible if 
there liad been success in the same manner as it is today. I think, there- 
fore, that it is cd)vious that as far as my promise is concerned, there has 
been no default on my part and that the circumstances were such that it 
could not be implemented. I have got nothing further to say. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, you will please remember that so 
far as the Hon’ble the Thief Minister is concerned, his Ministry came into 
power in April, 194'‘1. He knew the conditions of Bengal. He knew also 
that at that time th<*re was no terrorist organisation in Bengal. Nothing 
of the sort. (At this stage the Hon’ble the Chief Minister left the 
Chamber.') Well, Sir, the (1iief Minister is going out of the Chamber and 
I am replying to his arguments. (Mr. Nagen^bk^ Nath Maiialanobish : 
It is a discourtesy to the House.) Sir, it is no use replying now. As a 
protest I refust* to proceed further with my speech. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I have sent for the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. 

(There was long silence in the House for a few minutes.) 

Khan 8ahib 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, is there any rule by which 
we shall only sit down without transacting any business? Is there any 
rule by which a Minister is to wait for the reply? 


Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes, there is the rule of common courtesy 
to the House and also the rule of Parliamentary etiquette. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, when the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin formed his Ministry in April, 1948, he knew the condition of 
Bengal fully well, and knowing this fully well he gave the promise that the 
policy and the principle which he would pursue in the governance of this 
Province would be to release all the political prisoners as fast as possible 
and at the earliest opportunity. He surely believed then that there was 
no Terrorists’ organisation. Therefore, Sir, to recapitulate on his part the 
old history now of the terrorist organisations is merely an eye-wash; He 
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lias completely gone back on bis promise and so barps on Terrorism. 
He was beating about tbe busb wben be was talking of tbe invasion of 
Japan or tbe nearness of tbe Japanese army to Indian frontiers. He is 
replying today in lJ4o in tbe inontii of March. Sir, where are tbe Japanese 

4 11 - 1 4 being closely followed by 

tbe Allied Ainiy. Mandalay has fallen to .^be Indian Aiiny. Now tbe 
Japanese are five hundred miles away l.e> ..ml (he ludo-Hiirma frontier. 
There is not tbe remotest chance of any invasion of Bengal. Yet be has 
no courage to say that be will release the political ]»risoners even now. 

T b>i* bis consideration. The 

Hon ble the Chief Minister, when he first assumed oliicc, took certain step.s 
by releasing as many as oot) political prisoners. Heavens have not lalUm 
because of this release, nor anything untoward has ha})pened out of the 
release of these ooO political prisoners. Now what arguimmt is left to him 
to say that tbe release of the rest of the politieal pri.sonei’s will usher in 
anarchy or disorder^ As a matter of fact. Sir, he is only the mouthpiece 
of tbe bureaucrats. He is repeating parrot-like what t In* 'iioliee would say 
in the matter. Sir, 1 asked him in all seriousness abtmt certain lad\ 
prisoners of whom 1 put certain questions to him the ollu*r day. Of the 
19 lady prisoners Id are ailing from different disea.ses and most of them 
are sufermg from T. B. Will the release of these lady jnisoners jeopardise 
in any way tbe defence of India K He has kept quil<‘ mnm on the point. 

Sir, look to the picture, the standpoint that has been taken up by the 
Nortb-West Frontier Province as wcdl as by Assam. In the North-West 

Frontier Province, so long as the League Ministry was in olbec, they 

eoiisidered that the defence of India will be in jt‘Iq>anly unless and until 
Khan Abdul Gatur Khan is kept confined in jail. l\*rhaps the same 
argument was advanced over liere regarding the political luisoners— moslly 
CWgressmen. Bui, now. Sir, l)r. Khan Sahib gave out and said that his 

first act on tbe assuinption of office w'onld he fo set free all tin* Congress 

prisoners including .the Frontier Gandhi. The Goviurior ol the Nortii- 
VV^est Frontier Province held comm iiiiical ion with J.onI W’avell on the 
telephone and they decided tliat the Frontier Gandhi must he released. 
The Frontier Gandhi was released and along with him the Congress 
Prisoners. Hid tbe beaveiis fall there in the North-West Frontier Province:' 
Hid British Imperialism collapse because of the release of Khan Abdul 
Gafur Kbani' 

What is bappeiiiug in As.samh Assam is near to Burma than Bengal. 
There even, tbe League Ministry beaded by Sir Saadullali has actuallv 
accepted the terms of the CGngre.ss Party to the effect I hat I hey will reiea.se 
all tbe political prisoners without delay. On this condition, the Congress 
Party there will support tbe Government when it is formed.' This is, Sir, 
the condition in Assam as well as in the North-West Frontu-r Province! 
Now, Sir, instances have been cited l>y the Hon’ ble Home Minister of 
other provinces where such prisoners were kept in detention by their 
respective Governments. I may say, Sir, in this connection that in every 
other province they have set free cn masHt all the alleged saboteurs. Jn 
Bengal, only 50 out of 1,317 are alleged to be saboteurs. Jf you do not 
release them, why don’t you release the rest!' There is no justification 
for your keeping them in detention. What indeed is the danger if you do 
release themi' There is absolutely none. When we argue for tbe release 
of these prisoners, you at once talk of terrorist political prisoners, sul»ver- 
«ive organisations, etc. But, Sir, has not the situation in tbe country 
changed today and can you therefore not relea.se them wdtliout fear?' it 
is true that an Advisory Committee for tbe consideration of ])olitical 
^lao^rs’ case was set up by tbe Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin of which 

Sarat Chandra Bose and myself were members. We recommended tbe 
release of several persons and as a matter of fact the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
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released 1,200 such prisoners; but did anything untoward happen at the 
• time? Nothing untoward happened. Then war was on, yes, the war 
continued and you again took them back to the prison. Why did j^ou do 
so, seeing that they were living as peaceful citizens? Why did you do soi' 
You did so, simply because you had the idea that there were terrorist organi- 
sations in the country some day some time. Sir, is that a crime for which 
these men should be taken away and confined in jails? Even if you thought 
that there was some justification in confining them at the time, what is the 
present justification? The present political situation in Bengal is not at all 
dangerous or critical. Is there any emergency in Bengal now? There is 
not even the remotest chance of a Japanese invasion of Bengal now and I 
ask in all seriousness what ground is there for keeping these men in jail any 
longer? Sir, tlie IJon’ble Home Minister made a digressive statement 
giving out the causes as to why they were kept in jail but he has not uttered 
a single word as to whether their case will be favourably considered in the 
present situation in the country. 1 conclude finally by saying that no 
Government however repressive will be justified in keeping these persons in 
jail under the present situation. With these words, I move that my resolu- 
tion be accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does the Hon’ble Minister wish to 
reply. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
this Council is of opinion that all security political prisoners taken under 
the Defence of India Rules and Act or under Regulation 111 be set free 
without any further delay. 

(The resolution was negatived.) 

Complaint about disturbance at the Provincial Jamiat Ulema Conference. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you adjourn the House, there 
is one matter to which 1 would like to refer and draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Home Minister. As you ])robably know, today was scheduled for 
the opening of the Brovincial Jamiat-ul-Ulema (Conference in Calcutta and 
a meeting had been organised to take place at tlie ('ahaitta University 
Institute. But 1 am informed on the authority of a nvsponsible member 
of the legislature that when the delegates went to the Institute they found 
that some persons calling themselves members of the Muslim League — 
whether they are actually genuine membeis of the League 1 do not know, but 
they alleged that they were members of the League — went to the Institute 
and they have occupied the Hall and are creating most unseemly disturb- 
ances there. On a previous occasion, too, wlien the Conference met here, 
that meeting also was disturbed by hooligans of the worst type who also 
characterised themselves as members of the Moslem League. I do not 
know, Sir, wlietlier the Hon’ble Home Minister will accept them as genuine 
members of the Moslem League. And these members are dancing naked 
in the very presence of very respected leaders of the Muslim conamunity 
from difterent parts of India, and today when there are at least anticipations 
of a recurrence of those scenes may 1 request the Hon’ble Home Minister 
to look into the matter, and since permission was taken for holding the 
meeting and the police also is there, still there is no resistance shown by 
them and these hooligans have been allowed to enter the hall and create 
unseemly disturbances and I think the Hon’ble Home Minister owes it to 
himself, since he is the leader of the Muslim League in this province, to 
see that this kind of unseemly disturbances are not created time after time 
in the name of Muslim League. I think his personal visit is called for. 
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The Hon’ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not think I am 
called upon to reply to what Mr Kabir has said, because I do not know 
anything about it. The honourable member should have approached the 
police II ne nad any complaints to make. 


Mfa HUM A YU N KABIR; I have in^-imed the police. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjounied till 2-15 p.iii. on Fridav, the 23rd March, 
1946. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 22nd 
March, 1945: — ^ 

(1) Xhan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(3) ^r. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(5) Mr. J. S. Graham. 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(8) Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(10) Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(14) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 
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BENGMi LEGISLATIVE CX)UNCIL DEBATES 


' First Session, 1845.— No. W. 


The Council met in the Lef'islative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, ou Friday, the 2;ird March, 1945, at 2-15 p.m. being the 
twentieth day of the First Session of 1945, pursuant to section &Z(2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the llon'ble Sir Buoy Piiosad Sinoh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

,, Increase of dearness allowance. 

©9. Mn NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that cost of living in Bengal has increased at least to four 
times the pre-war cost and that Government employees of every rank are 
finding it difficult to meet their ordinary family expenses 

(b) If so, do the Government jiropose to revise and increase the scale 
of dearness allowances to those who are allowed such allowances, and 
grant such allowance to others who are not now eligible for such allowances? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Goveinment of India have increased such dearness 
allowances with effect from March, PG4? If so, why have not the Govern- 
ment of Bengal yet considereil the question and announced their decision 
so long? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURYp Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department): (a) I am 

aware of the abnormal rise in the cost of living which has naturally 
imposed a financial strain ou all persons with fixed income. 

(h) and (r) Our rates of dearness allowance have been revised from 
time to time in consultation with the Government of India. Our present 
rates are the same as those sanctioned by the Government of India. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: When was the rate last 
revised ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: In October with retrospective effect 
from June. 

Money-lending business of the Banks. 

70. Mr, MANGTURAM JAIPURIA: Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to slate — 

(a) if it is a fact that a bank which has been declared as scheduled or 

notified bank on or before the Ist of January, 1939, has been 
declared to be exempted from the xnovisions of the Bengal 
Money Lenders Act under section 2, sub-section (J^) and section 
3 of .the said Act; 

(b) if it is a fact that many new first class banks have come into 

operation after the Ist January, 1939, and they are neither 
declared as notified nor as scheduled banks; 

(c) if he is aware that section 3 of the Bengal Money Lenders Act 

empowers the Provincial Government to declare any bank by 
a notification in the official gazette, as notified bank for the 
purpose, on compliance with certain rules ; 
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(rf) if lie is «.ware that section 3 of the Bfengal Money Lenders Act 
further empowers the Provincial Government to frame those 
rules; 

(e) what steps the Government have taken to frame those rules; if not, 
why not; and 

(/) if he is aware of the anomalous position of the banks owing to the 
non-existence of the rules? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of 
the Hon^bie Minister in charge of the Judicial Department): (a), (c) and 
(d) Yes. 

(b) Some banks have been floated since 1st January, 1939, but their 
notification could not be considered in the absence of rules. This Govern- 
ment has no concern with the declaration of a bank as Scheduled. 

(e) Draft Eules are under preparation. 

(/) No. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: How long these draft rules are under 
preparation? 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: The draft rules have been prepared 
and they are with me now. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Why have they not been approved ‘jy 
the House? When are they coming for the approval of the House? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: If the Act provides for that, it will 
come. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Is it not the practice 
that the rules are prepared simultaneously with the promulgation of the 
Act or shortly after that? Why this unusual delay? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The delay is due to the consultation 
with the Deputy Governor of the Eeserve Bank of India who was not here 
and the Ilon’ble Minister in charge. The rules have been made and 1 think 
the notification will be issued very soon. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir, this Act came into 
existeiKie in 1940 and we arc now in the middle of 1945. Is it at all 
reasonable that Government should have taken almost 5 years to frame 
these rules? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I admit some time has been taken 
over this. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Will the Government 
be pleased to take note of this fact that such unusual delay is undesirable? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I am taking note of the fact and I 
shall communicate it to the Department concerned. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: When the discussion with the Eeserve 
Bank was concluded? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Two or three months back. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: When did it commence? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; I want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

T adjournment motion of Mr. Nagendra NaOi Mohalanobis, 

I have gone thiough the two letters, and I feel that the situation has not 
teen altered at all by the second letter. In fact, the proposals made in the 
first letter have been given eftect to partiall- in tlie second letter. So the 
situation remains not only unaltered but piobablv it has aggravated. In 
this view of the matter, I give ,„y consent to this motion, and I fix 
Tuesday, Monday being a holiday, at 1-dO p.ni. for the dis( •ussion of the 
motion . 


Mr. NACENDRA HATH MOHOLANABI8H: I will not bo able to 

attend the Council on Tuesday, and .so may I. with your permission, 
request one ot my irieiids here to move my motion on my belialfr^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has never been the jiractice, Mr. Moholanabisli, 
and so 1 cannot make an exception in your case. It will be very unusual. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Could you not cliangc 
the date? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. Mr. Moholanabisli, suj>pos(‘ we fix Wednesday 
will that suit you? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : No Sir, Thursday will 
suit me. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: It would delay the matter further. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, I only crave your 
indulgence, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: All right. But it should not lx* taken as a preca*- 
dent. It is only in view of the importance of the subject and tln^ jiiililic 
interest roused by it that T am prepared to relax Die rule and fix Thurs<lay 
at l-'K) p.m. for the discussioii of the motion. 

But there is one thing whicli should he looked into. 1 should find out 
whether Mr. Moholanabisli has the leave of the* House to move his adjourn- 
nient motion. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: But there was no objection by tin? 
Government to the motion being moved, and so the cpiestion of leave does 
not arise. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Have Government any objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I still do not know, Sir, 
whether the second letter conveys any threat. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It does. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The second point is: whether 
the threat of supersession, which the Government has a right to convey, has 
created an urgent matter of public importance. From today^s newspapers 
it appears that the crisis has passed and that the Corporation is now in a 
mood to carry out the directives. Therefore, I cannot quite see what 
advantage there will be in further discussing this matter. On this ground, 
I oppose the admission of the motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: You may make these observations 
when the motion comes up for discussion. 

. Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: It appears absolutely 
ridiculous on the part of Government to object now, since they did not 
object yesterday, whereupon you, Sir, pointed out that although Govern- 
ment did not object still you wanted to be satisfied about the admissibility 
of the motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair has to give its consent first and the 
question of Government objecting or not objecting does not arise till' then. 
Yesterday I did not make up my mind and postponed my decision as I want- 
ed to go through the letters and give my views later on. I have now gone 
through the letters and I feel that no change in the position has been 
brought about by the second letter. In fact, some of the proposals made 
in the first letter have been given effect to in the second. Action has 
actually been taken under sections 3 and 8 of the Public Health Ordinance 
in the second letter and now it remains for Government to take action under 
section 9 of the Ordinance. The position, if anything, has been aggravated 
and it has not. eased in any way; that is my view. I should now find out 
whether Government object to the motion being moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA .DA8: Sir, the point has been decided by you 
just now and you have already decided that it will be taken up on Thursday; 
I do not know. Sir, how the matter can be re-opened now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you should follow the procedure. 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: Sir, yesterday when this matter was raised, 
it was definiiely stated from the Government side that they had no objec- 
tion to the motion being discussed. But, Sir, you very rightly pointed out 
that ihe question of Government objecting or not objecting did not arise 
until you had admitted the motion. You said you would waive the ques- 
tion of urgency in the meantime. From the official proceedings of yester- 
day it will be found that the Government party did not raise any objection. 
It was rather you, Sir, who pointed out that the question of adinis-sibility 
of the motion had not yet been de(‘ided and therefore the question of 
objecting at that stage did not arise. Today you have decided the question 
of admissibility. Yesterday when you, Sir, asked for time to go through 
the letters, the Government had their first chance, and then they explicitly 
stated tliat they had no objection. Today, Sir, you decided the (luestion of 
admissibility and also fixed a day for the discussion of the motion by thi' 
House; at that stage also the Government did not object. They could have 
then got up and put froward an objection ; but they did not do so at that 
stage. Again, Sir, when Mr. Moholanabish appealed to you for a change 
in the date, you were pleased to alter the date further; even at that stage 
there was no objection from the Government. And thereafter when you 
said that that was not to be regarded as a precedent — that was your d(‘finite 
ruling, Sir — but that as a special case you were pleased to alter the date 
out of considertaion for the difficulty of Mr. Moholanabish from Tuesday 
to Thursday, even at that stage Government did not make any objection. 
Besides, a date having been already fixed by the Chair, I cannot think 
how the matter can be re-opened. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8.. 8UHRAWARDY: Government still would not 
have objected to it had it not been that in the opinion of Government the 
position has changed owing to some action taken by Government. Yester- 
day we had no objection to discuss the matter. But today’s objection is 
really due to the fact that we do not think that any discussion here will be 
fruitful. On the other hand, it wTll embitter the position, the relation 
between the Government and the Calcutta Corporation will become worse 
and it will be a waste of time of the House. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, why did not 

Mr. Suhrawardy come in time and record his objection? It is too late 
now 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Government had ample time for raising their 
objection. We have been discussing this matter for some time and no objec- 
tion was raised then. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 

matter entirely in your discretion. 


All right, Sir, I place the 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I hope yon will not press your objection. 

The Hoil^ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY? Just as you please. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But, Sir, the maiUr is not 
today at tlie stage where it was yesterday. The situation is chnuged now. 
Then, there is a stage between your admission and consent ol tlie House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That j)()int should have been taken before 1 admit- 
ted the motion. That point was not mentioned till Mr. Suhrawardy (‘aine 
into the House. 


Motions under Rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take u]) Motions undm* r\ile 
112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. Mr. llumayun 
Kabir’s motion was under discussion on the last day. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I moved Ihe motioti ctiul I had finished 
my speech. I believe Mr, Moholaiiabish was in |)oss(‘ssion of Ihe House 
when we rose that day. Of c’ourse, I am subjeci fo correi'tion. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Yes. Sir, I was in 
possession of the House that day. AVe wen^ dealing wilh fhe (piesLoii Ihe 
other day as to whether the promulgation of the Ordinance whih* this 
Council was sitting was legal or not. 1 showed the other day by refenmce 
to the provisions of the Ooverninent of India A(d that the word “session’^ 
includes the period the House, tlurngh not actually sitting, was in session 
and not prorogued. It appears that the OrdiTiance wnis issm^fl at a time 
when the (^ouncil was in session. The word “session”, as refernnl to in 
tlie rules framed under the (lovernment of India Act, l!iJ15, clearly indi- 
cates the p(*riod from the date* on which it is summoned up to th(‘ date 
when it is y)rorogued. Therefore, these Ordinances wen* issued at a time 
when the Council was in session and as such they were illegal and ultra 
vires. I hope the Hoii’ble Minister will take note of the fact that the 
Government were not pro])erly advised !)v tlieir legal adviser and that tin* 
advice was not in accordance with the Governm(‘nt of India A cl but 
according to their oavii whims. 

With these few words, I commend the motion to the* ac (‘ej)tan(‘(‘ (»f tlie 
House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERilEA: Sir, I do not <d)je<t 
to this motion, but I should like to submit that thesi* two Ordinaiic(‘s \v(‘re 
promulgated in lIMr'l and ceased to be in effect from Ibth March, 1944, at 
the expiry of b weeks from the re-assembly of the previous session of the 
Legislature. They were followed uj) by two Bills whi(;h were introduced 
in the Legislature and they were passed by the Council but no further 
progress could be made on account of the prorogation of the Asscunbly. 
As such the Bills could not be passed into law till the next session 
of the Legislature. These were ihe reasons whi(;h necessitated the promul- 
gation of the Ordinances and Government considered all the ai)prof)riate 
measures to be taken in regard to these matters. Accordingly, flu* law 
officers of Government were consulted as to whether fresh Ordinances should 
be promulgated although a particular House which gave its verdict on the 
Bills was then in .session. The decision was that such Ordinances could 
be promulgated under section 89 of the Government of India A(d, 19‘15. 
In order to conform this decision a reference was made to the Governor- 
General and the Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy (Public) upheld 
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the decision of our law officers. Accordingly, these two Ordinances were 
promulgated notwithstanding the fact that the Council was then in session. 
Therefore, Sir, I submit that these two Ordinances were quite in order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, as Government have tried to reply, I 
also have a right of reply. I would make only a few remarks in this connec- 
tion. I find on this occasion the Government have seen fit to attempt a 
reply. Usually the procedure in the case of a motion under section 112 is 
that Government forward the proceedings of the debate to the proper 
authorities. The fact that the Government felt it their duty to attempt a 
defence shows that the resolution was needed. It also shows that Govern- 
ment had doubts in their own mind as to the legality of the procedure. They 
referred the matter first to the Advocate-General and then to the Govern- 
ment of India. I think all the legal luminaries of the world rolled into one 
are not able to make an illegal act a legal one. ^lien this question first 
arose, you admitted that, at any rate at first sight, it seemed to you that an 
act of grave constitutional impropriety had been committed. The opinion 
just now given by the Hon'ble Minister is that the Legislature being in 
session means both the Houses should be in session together. If this is 
acce])t>ed, I am afraid a handle will be given to the Government to defeat 
the Government of India Act, 1935. You will remember that under that 
A(it Ordinances can be promulgated when the Legislature is not in session. 
Further, Ordinances cease to have any effect after six weeks of the summon- 
ing of the Legislature. If the interpretation of the Hon’ble Minister is 
correct, the Government may promulgate an Ordinance and suminon only 
one House to transact some business. When that business is finished, it 
may i)rorogue the House and summon the other House. The Government 
may say that the Legislature is not in session. In this way the Govern- 
ment can go on merrily without the help of the Legislature. 

I submit that this cannot be the intention of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. Provisions have been made in the Act to subject such Ordi- 
nances to the scrutiny of the Legislature. Those Ordinances which are 
promulgated by the Governor at his discretion are free of the scrutiny of 
the Legislature, but even these Ordinances promulgated by His Excellency 
the Governor are subject to the scrutiny of the Governor-General, while 
those of the Governor-General are subject to the scrutiny of the Secretary 
of State. Through the Secretary of State, all these are, again, subject to 
the scrutiny of the House of Commons. We therefore find that the motive 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, is that administration should not 
be, by Ordinances: it should be by legislation. 

Yet I find my honourable friend, the Hevenue Minister, coming with 
this supposed advice from the Advocate-General and the legal luminaries 
of the Government of India. I am a plain man without much legal 
knowledge, but even to me it seems obvious that where the Government of 
India Act lays down clearly that Ordinances cannot continue beyond six 
weeks after the summoning of the Legislature, this kind of interpretation 
that the Legislature will not be in session unless both the Houses sit together 
will only defeat the purpose of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

I have discussed the legal aspect of the question so far, but there is also 
another aspect, namely, the question of the necessity of the Ordinances. 
There may be certain cases where Ordinances may have to be promulgated 
but as regards these two Ordinances, they have already been passed by the 
Legislative Council and they were due for consideration in the Legislative 
Assembly. They were sent by you, Sir, I think about the middle of March, 
1944, to the Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly sat there- 
after for almost four or five months. I believe these Bills which had been 
passed by the Legislative Council were put on the agenda— here I speak 
subject to correction — of the Assembly, but it happened that on that parti- 
cular day, my honourable friend the Chief Minister found that if the 
Government went forward with any business, the Government would suffer 
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an j^nommouB defeat. Therefore, Sir, since discretion is always the better 
part of valour, my honourable friend ran away, saying that there was no 
business, (iovernment were not ready with any business even though the 
programme had already been circulated. Thereafter, things developed 
c^uickly. ihere were certain no-confidence iiiofioiis, — so much so that the 
life of the Government hung by a thread. A'l this stage Governinent again 
thought that discretion was the better part of valour. Instead of adjoum- 
ing from day to day or instead of declining to proceed with the programme 
which had already’ been announced before the House, they thought that it 
would be much better to prorogue the House altogether. Once the House 
was prorogued, all those uncomfortable developments would subside. There- 
after, Sir, even though there was business before the House, and these two 
Bills had been passed by the Council and there were also other imiiortant 
materials 


MTi PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir, you are practically repeating 
your own arguments. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am arguing, Sir, that if the intc'rpreta- 
tion of the Hon’ble Eevenue Minister is to be acce])ted, the Government 
could carry on indefinitely witliout having these Ordinances convert(‘d int^) 
law. Since you say, Sir, that these arguments have i)een already advamaal, 
I will simply say this. Whatever has been done in the past canm)t be 
remedied, but there should be no re])etition of such questionable methods. 
In any ease, these two Ordinances, J believe, are being eonsichu-ed in the 
Legislative Assembly and very soon they will be enacted into law. 'J'liere- 
fore, tliis question will not arise. But whoever are the Ministers should 
be careful about doing anything that might drag His Kx(‘elleney the 
Governor into the arena of party polities. I would nupiest th»‘ Government, 
whichever Government be in power, not to r(‘sorl to sucli tactics in order 
to avoid facing public opinion. Whenever th€\v want to carry througli any 
h‘gislation, they should come forward \vith tliat legislation honestly and 
openly and should not try to deceiv(‘ the J/cgislatnre and d(q)rive it of its 
legitimate rights by resorting to Ordinances of this ty])(‘. With tln^se 
words. Sir, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of tin* House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that an Address he jU'eseiited to His Excellency the Governor of Jlengal 
through the Horrble the President ot the Bengal Legislative (huincil, 
drawing His Excellency’s attention to the fact iliat the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Ke])atriation and Itelief) Ordinance, PM4, and the Bengal Aliena- 
tion of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 11)44, were 
promulgated while the Bengal Legislative Council was in session. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move: that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Honourable the Presi- 
dent of the flengal Legislative Council recjuesting His Excellency to make 
a strong representation to the Government of India to allot 18 yards of 
cloth per head of the population of Bengal as has been allotted in the 
Punjab, Bombay and Delhi. 

Sir, this is a very simple motion which deals with a vital necessity of 
Bengal. Sir, for some time past Bengal is passing through a crisis owing 
to awful shortage and scarcity of cloth. In my motion I have made it 
clear that Bengal should be treated equally with the other provinces. 
I do not like to go into any controversy which has been raised and which 
has been raging throughout India as regards insufficienecy or sufficiency of 
supply of cloth, by the centre. My motion deals with the matter of fair- 
ness and justice to be done to Bengal. It is found that Bengal has always 
been treated unjustly and unfairly and sometimes even very shabbily by 
the Centre. In the matter of allocation of share of receipts of income-tax 



360 


MOTIONS UNDEE EULE 112. 


[23rd March 


and other central taxation too, Bengal has been very unfairly treated by 
the Centre and Bengal’s financial sources have been crippled by the Meston 
Award and the Niemeyer Award. In matters of cloth supply, it must be 
regretted that Bengal has been similarly treated by the Centre. Bengal 
once stood foremost in the whole of India for cloth and the rest of India 
followed her; but since then Bengal has fallen on evil days and the Centre 
has been treating Bengal very unfairly, I must say. Sir, why is it that 
Bengal has been treated differently from other provinces? The answer is 
that Bengal is taken to have consumed only 12 yards of cloth per head of 
the population before the war; so it is said that Bengal has been allocated 
only ten yards of cloth per head of the papulation. But the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Suj)plies has pointed out in his statement to the Press 
Conference the other day that there are no data on which it can be said that 
Bengal used to consume only 12 yards of cloth per capita before the war. 
It is very difiic.ult to collect data on which a reasonable calculation may be 
made as to what was th(‘ per capita (juantity of cloth which Bengal used 
before the war. In this respect Bengal’s grievances remain. Unfortu- 
nately, things have turned out differently and the statement from the Centre 
and from Bombay made out that Bengal has been supplied during the last 
five or six months ending on the ^llst December, 1944, 58,000 bales and odd 
more than what she is entitled to on a basis of 10 yards per head. 

Sir, there was silence for some time and there was no protest on the part 
of the (jovernment of Bengal and so this situation was taken advantage of 
bv the Press and other interested persons to malign this Ministry. They 
did it mainly to prove that this Ministry is inefficient. Day after day the 
newRi)a]>ers started a campaign of tiradi* against the Ministry. Then came 
the first actual statement — the actual fact — from the Marwari Chamber (jf 
Commerce. In its analysis of the statement of the Centre and Bombay it 
pointed out that Bengal has actually got 28 ])er cent, loss ol cloth of the 
quota to which Bengal is entitled. It was pointed out that Bengal stand 
in a ])e(‘uliar position owing h) the war situation. But Bengal’s special 
situ.'itioTi wiis not taken into consideration and fallacious statement was 
made both by the Centre and by Bombay saying that Bengal got more 
than what otlier ])rovinces got. In this connection it was said that Bengal 
got from the Centre during the first 5 or (I months 179,000 bales, whereas 
a(’tually it ought to have got only 120,000 bales, and because there w'as no 
effi('ient system of distribution there was scarcity of cloth in Bengal. That 
was the* statementr made. As has been ]>ointed out by tlu* IVlinister in 
charge of (b’vil Supplies in his statement to the Press, Bengal cannot meet 
its re(iuirenienis unless the Centre increases the allotment of clotli per 
capita. Under no circumstances he can meet the w’nnt of cloth of Bengal 
even wuth the best and efficient system of rationing or distribution unless 
an additional sui>ply of cloth is 'given to Bengal. I remember to have 
moved ])r(d)ably during the last session a similar motion in which I asked 
tin* (iovernment of India to arrange for additional supply of 85,000 bales 
to Bengal. At that time it was thought that there would be a scarcity in 
llengal. 1 do not know’ what has been the fate of that Address Motion. 
Then, Sir, it was found from the Minister's statement that the Government 
of Bengal tried its utmost to regulate the system of distribution of cloth 
in August, 1144, but the Central Government did not allow’ them to 
introduce any new’ svstem of distribution. For this reason Bengal is now 
suffering and there is scarcity of cloth in every part of Bengal. It is most 
unfortunate that the Central Government did not realise the circumstances 
of Bengal w^hen allotment was made to Bengal. 

Sir, Bengal has to clothe about 40 laklis of people who have come to 
Bengal as Burma refugees or as labourers of war industries and also the 
Army personnel. Calcutta is a cosmopolitan city w’here people from all 
parts of India come and make purchases. Sir, it was not taken into 
consideration that Bengal’s population has increased at the rate of 2 per 
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cent per ye^ ^er the census of 1941. The fact that Benjyal requires extra 
cloth lor hospital and other thin jrs has not been taken into consi- 

deration. Ihe Central Government is responsible for the state of thiufrs 
for which the lleu^al Ministry is unnecessciilv being accused. The 
Nationalists and the Congress are taking advantage ^of every such situation. 
The Minister for Civil Supplies has prove ’ that he has the energy and 
capacity to contrid the sitiiaiiou and has been trying to evolve a system to 
check the chaos. If the Hon ble Minister had his own way of doing things 
without any interference, we would not have been confronUal with such a 
state of ahair. I appeal to the Central (loverninent to consider tlie help- 
less condition of Bengal which has to dejtend on (tther provinces for her 
cloth. W e find from history that during the Moslem ])eriod Bengal used 
to export cloth to foreign countries. Even at the time of the East India 
Company she used to export cloth. Since then Bengal\. textile industry 
has fallen on evil days. Bengal now' produces only about dCi per cent, of 
her requirement and (»4 per cent, come from outsidt*. \\v do not want any 
favour from the Centre: we Avant that justice should be done to Bcmgal 
specially in view of the fact that Bengai falls within the operational urea 
of war. 

Sir, my motion is a very just one. I say, let Btuigal be treated on the 
same footing as the Bunjab, Dellii and Ihmibay. With thes(‘, words, I 
commend my motion to the acceiitance of the llouse. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved: that an Address be 
presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bimgal through the llon’ble 
the President of the Bengal liCgislutive (h)uncil ]‘e(|uesting His Exeedbmey 
to make a strong re])resentation to the Government ol India t(» allot IS yards 
of cloth ])er head of the p{)])ulation of Bengal as has b(*en allotted in the 
Punjab, jiombay and Dcdlii. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, at th is stage will you allow m(‘ to 
inte‘rveney 1 liad tabled a motion under ruh‘ {)(> (‘xactly on this point with 
certain suggestions. It is r(*garding the (doth situation in Ihnigal, and it 
runs alniost on the same* Iin(‘s as tln^se of my fiahuid Mr. Nur Ahmad with 
some additional suggestions as to what Government slomld do in thi^ matter, 
and how they sliould do it. Now, Sir, tin* ('ivil Su])plies Minister is here 
and if he agrees — ■ — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you g(»t liis consent ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is ^^hat I ain asking for. It is on 
the ag*enda, subject to the conseijt of the Hon ’ble M inistei-in-( harge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am informed that the Jlon’bh* Minister’s cons(mt 
has not been reetdved yet; moreover tins can be taktm up only if the 
members in vvhose names otlier motions stand do not oliject. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I know, Sir, that first of all consimt 
of the Ilon’blje Minister in ( harge is nec(*ssary 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But hi s consent has not been (‘oinniunicated to this 
Department up till now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May T rnpiest the Hon’ble Minister 
who is present here to give his consent? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No; that question cannot be settled here. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I read tlie motion very 
carefully and yesterday on the flexor of this House I indicated 
that 1 will not be able to give my consent either to this imdion or to 
the motion of Mr. Harida.s Majunidar. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
suggested that I should make a statement, I made a very full statement to 
the Press and that is quite enough for the purposes of the general public. 
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In my opinion, I cannot add anythinpr useful to tliat except in the way of 
expanding or explaining, and it will be a waste of the time of the House 
if 1 were to allow consideration of that special motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. In that case the question does not arise. It is 
entirely his discretion to give his consent or to refuse it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, can he not move his motion as an 
amendment to the original motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry that cannot be done now. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, I rise on a point 
of order. Tlie Hon ’hie Ihe Civil Supplies Minister stated just now that in 
pursuance of the undertaking given by the Hon’ble Chief Minister on the 
floor of this House, the Honourable Minister for Civil Supplies made a state- 
ment in the Press. Is he entitled to cite that as a reason for not making 
any statement in the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question was raised but it was not decided 
whether the Chief Minister had actually made a promise to that effect. 
Let us, therefore, resume the discussion on Mr. Nur Ahmed’s motion now. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I have pleasure in supi)orting the 
motion, which 1 believe, no section in the House will oppose. This motion 
can no doubt be treated in a controversial manner. It may also be treated 
in a non-controversial manner and I propose to follow the latter course. It 
would be (juite (‘asy to bring into the discussion considt'ration of the cloth 
policy of the Government and condemn it. Mr. Nur Ahmed himself did so, 
even thougli he tri(‘d to i)ut all the blame on the shoulder of the Opposition. 
He started by saying that Government, by not doing anything in this 
connection, invited all the bad things that the Opposition has said. He 
himself r(*j>eated all the bad things that the Oj)jjositi(m has said against 
Government. In other words, he wanted to have the ])leasure of criticising 
Government without attracting any disjdeasure of Government. It was not 
very proper on the jiart of my honourable friend to have done so. If he 
wanted to discuss the matter, he could have done so in his own way, leaving 
out the references to the ()pi)osiiion. If he dares to criticise the Govern- 
ment, he can always do so. It does not need second-hand criticism. 

Mr. Nui’ Ahm(’d put all the onus on the Oj)position. I do not propose 
to follow him. 1 will not go into the crimes of commission and omission of 
which the G(jvernment have been guilty according to Mr. Nur Ahmed in 
not dealing with the cloth ])roblem more satisfactorily till now. He has 
stated in his resolution that the i)osition is quite different in the other 
provinces; they have been given a larger quota than Bengal. As Mr. Nur 
Ahmed himself has pointed out there was a discrimination against Bengal, 
but tins Government did not do anything to remove the discrimination. 
These ])oints were made bv Mr. Nur Ahmed himself. It is not necessary 
for me to labour them. Tliey are quite evident. 

I will ask the Honourable Civil Sui)plies Minister to consider another 
aspect of the question. Under the system of quotas which he proposes, 
under the system of rationing he wants to introduce, he will give 10 yards 
of cloth per head of the population. Sir, I do not know if he has calculated 
what this 10 yards of cloth per head of the nopulation means. Taking the 
dlwtij the usual dress worn in Bengal, I should say that a dhoti is generally 
5 yards long. Ten yards would then give an individual in Bengal two 
dhotis only a year and those who do ont wear dhotis alone but go in for 
additional apparel for the upper body would be left to fend for them- 
selves — 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: How much cloth is needed 
for a lungi? 
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Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: About 21 yards to d yards. I know that 
Mr. ouhrawardy wants to be an innovator in many things. He has anti- 
cipated me. I was going to ask him whether he wanted to be repeated here 
the spectacle of Burma w’here man and woman all wear lungis. There is 
one lungi for the nether portion of the body and another for the upper 
portion. Is it the intention of Mr. Suhra'-*.rdy that the people of Bengal, 
irrespective of man or woman, should take to lungisY But even then 
ten yards would not sufhce. Kven in that ciise I believe a slightly larger 
length would be required for women. 

The Jiingis used by men are generally 2A yards. Tliis would give only 
four lungis^ per year which is obviously grossly inadequate. So, if 10 yard's 
are to do for the whole year, 1 would ]uefer 10 yards of drill or some other 
rough and hard cloth. Perhaps the |»cople will* have to take to shorts and 
banians. Ten yards would give us four shorts and four banians and Bengal 
would be transformed overnight into a land of tights and half-pants. If the 
proposal of Mr. Suhrawardy is iaken seriously, tlnui the j)eoj)le will have 
to give up dhotis^ sdrecs-, shirts, coats, pyajamas, and cJuiddars. We will 
not have to wait long for the days wlum my friends of the L(‘gislature will 
have to come attired in shorts and banians. 

Sir, I do not know if old boyhood loyalties are stirring in Mr. Suhrawardy 
again. Shorts and banians iwv the only course if ]u*ople have to (b) with 
10 yards a year. Perha]»s old mennuy is stirring in tin* mind of 
Mr. Suhravvary. The old loyalties are coming back to life. \V(‘ rennunber 
Mr. Suhrawardy as a stormy ])etrel of Bengal ]»olitics in tlH‘ old days when 
he w'as a (^ongiess man. It wa?> not the piesmit Mr. Suhrawardy, well-clad 
and well-groomed as he is today even when Ihmgal is sutlVring from a cloth 
famine. That was not this Suhraw^ardy — that was a Suhrawardy of b‘an 
and hungry look which reminded one of (hisius iid the Julius (bi(‘sar. 

Mr. Suhrawardy w’as in those days a great supporttu*. of khnddur and an 

a])()slle of the loin cloth. When he speaks of K) \ards a year, we feel per- 
hajis that old loyalty is stirring in his mind. 

I wanild ask Mr. Suhrawardy if he wants to force ])e(>pb‘ to take to 

charha, hhaddar and loin cloth. When h(‘ suggests a (pjota of 10 yards, 

we feel that he is trying to transform the sartorial rolxLs of the Ministers 
and the members of the Legisltiture, including my honourable friends on 
my loft ; he w ants tc) convert them into wa*arers of Join cloth of the pure 
Gandhi brand. We do not know* wdiat will lia]>]>en to the President of this 
august House. I know he cannot be discuss(Mi ; but what wdJl hai)pen wdien 
the President arrives in the sartorial uniform which .Mr. Suhrawardy wants 
to prescribe for the wdiole of Bengal?' 

Unless Mr. Suhrawardy is a fire-brand who beli(‘ves in red hot rt*volu- 
tioii, unless he is an ardent believer in Idiaddur — wliich unfortunately he 
has now^ abjured — unless my lionoiirable friends s])in and weave in their 
spare time, — and many of my friends who come from the mofussil liave time 
to spare and can spend their tiim* in sjuiming, — there is no hope for Bengal 
so far as cloth is concerned. 

Sir, spining of yarn in more sense than one might, in that case, l^e the 
national industry of Bengal. The whole Bengal will then move towards 
that direction. 

If Mr. Suhraw'ardy conscientiously and seriously believes this, there is 
some sense in his proposal for a quota of ten yards per head. If, on the 
other hand, without any plan and without any consideration of the conse- 
quences of this revolutionary move, he wants to introduce and force upon 
the people only 10 yards of cloth per year, I think, Sir, very serious conse- 
quences will follow. (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiykd Muazzamuddin 
Hosain : That is for the Government of India.) I am afraid my honour- 
able friend the Leader of the House has not appreciated the force of my 
argument, but I think, Mr. Suhrawardy has appreciated it. I am sure that 
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lie will have the support of all sections of the House if he moves the 
Government of India to increase the quota for Bengal and to see that instead 
of a meagre quantity of 10 yards more is allotted to us. The average 
Bengali is a very humdrum and conservative people, very timid and afraid 
to take any risk; such a timid, agrhmltural and rural population should 
not be forced to be revolutionaries in dress! 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, my honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has brought a very important resolution in this 
House, namely, “That an Address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal through the llon’ble the President of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council requesting His Excellency to make a strong representation to 
the Government of India to allot 18 yards of cloth per head of the 
population of Bengal as has been allotted in the Punjab, Bombay and 
Delhi’*. With respect to that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, following the 
example of the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, has urged upon the 
Government of India to revise the quota allotted to Bengal. There -is no 
difficulty for any one to support a motion of this kind but Mr. Nur Ahmed 
has not suggost(Ml what the Bengal Government should do. In my view, 
the proper move should have been not a request to His Excellency to do it 
which has been sought to be done by this motion but the proper thing 
should have been to move a resolution binding upon the Government of 
Bengal to urge the Centre to relieve the cloth situation in Bengal. This 
Mr. Nur Alimed has not done. Sir, the Textile Board of Bombay did not 
take into consideration the influx of Burma refugees in this province, 
labourers and the Eed Cross. It is a fact that out of the quota allotted to 
Bengal some portion has been exported away to Tibbet, China and other 
places outside Bengali. That is the main reason why Bengal has been 
suflering so much. But that is not all. I want to know whether the 
quantities received so far have been properly distributed. 

Suj)posing, Sir, the Government of Bengal show some laxity of control 
and some want of care in making proper distribution of cloth the situation 
w^ould become very much more worse than ever. Therefore, simply the 
raising of quota from 10 to 18 yards wull not do. So it is necessary to 
enquire of the Government as to wdiat they did with respect to the whole 
quota of 10 yards per head per annum. I think there were various leakages 
in the Government system of control wuth the result that the supply of 
cloth did not reach the people but passed into the black-market where it 
was selling at prohibitive prices which increased the suffering of the people. 

Sir, I think the Civil Su])plies Department is too big a Department for 
one Minister, and the present Minister-in-charge of this Department is very 
much engaged in the food rationing, food supply and other things, and so 
far as the cloth matter is concerned I think. Sir, that this is a matter w^hich 
should be placed altogether under the charge of a perfectly diflerent man. 
Mr. Suhraw'ardy is an overw’orked gentleman, and so far as the eloth matter 
is conc<*rned his Department should not control it but its control should be 
placed into the hands of another Minister who w’ill devote all his time and 
energy to this matter and thereby relieve Mr. Suhrawardy for his engage- 
ment elsewheix'. 

Sir, in my opinion, the Government did not discharge its duties properly 
in the matter of cloth as it was received in Bengal, and therefore this clotli 
passed into the black-market. Sir, are we to understand that Government 
IS unable to unhoard thi§ black-market and are we to understand that 
Government is unable to destroy the black-market and Government is 
unable to find out where the cloth is hidden? When Government can easily 
find out our political young men from distant corners of Bengal and catch 
them and throw them into jail without any trial, are we to understand that 
their machinery is so inefficient that it cannot detect the black-marketeers 
and also detect where the cloth has gone? Therefore, I thii^ there is 
laxity of control and as long as this laxity of control wdll continue, even 
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tbis iacreased quota of 18 yards per head per annum 'will he of no avail 
imless fitnct arrangements are made in the matter oi distribution of cloth. 
Theretore, i suggest that our overworked Minister should be relieved of it, 
and that somebody else should be put in charge But even this will not be 
suflicient. 1 think it will be proper if instead of a Traders’ Provincial 
Textile Board there comes into existence luother Board which will be an 
all-parties advisory board. 1 know tLa* there are several people on the 
Ministerial side who will object to this change. So the best thing would 
be if there be an all-parties’ Government whose business will be to serve 
the people and not to serve themselves. It may be resented by the 
supporters who have been the beneficiaries of the present ono-purty Govern- 
ment, namely, the League Government. Therefore, even if they do not 
yield on this point, namely, the formation of an all-parties Government for 
the purpose of bringing about a better situation in Be^'gal in the matter 
not only of food but also of cloth, they should at least agix'e to the forma- 
tion of an Advisory Board which should consist of leaders of all the parties 
whose business will be to check and control and advise Government in all 
its arrangements regarding the maintenance of supply of cloth and distribu- 
tion in different parts of Bengal. Sir, it may be said by the Civil vSujiplies 
Minister that we have already got difft*reiit bodies, local bodies s]>read 
throughout the length and breadth of Bengal and those bodies are Pood 
Committees through wdiom w'e shall be able to distribute all the cloths, that 
we may possibly get. Our objection to this is that tlu'se Food Committees 
are communally constituted and not in the way <lesir(Ml by the people; they 
are practically so many bodies w’hich are under the control of the Moslem 
League and llu'refore they will not give us satisfaction. The only thing 
that is eN])ected to give us satisfaction will be an all-parties Advisory Board 
wLich will be able to advise the Government to set up Committees frw 
from party spirit, whose main interest w’ould be to serve the people and 
nothing else and not their own pockets. Therefore I wuiuld urge upon tlie 
Government tlu' necessity of doing the ne^t best thing, namely, the insti- 
tution of an all-parties Advisory Board in plac<* of the Brovincial Traders’ 
Board. Here is an ojijiortunity w'hich the Bengal (lovernnx'iit is missing in 
the matter of giving an imjietus to a thing wdii(;h was near the h(‘art of 
Mr. Suhra\\ardy himself in the good old days when he was in comjiany with 
the late Mr, (h B. Das, giving an impetus to cAorL/ and to the weaving 
industry, to arrange for imjiort of adequate quantities of cotton just to help 
the handhiom industry in Bengal. Why should Government lag in this 
matter? Government may say that as soon as we get our quotas of yarn 
and cloth we wull make arrangements for their equitable distribution. Sir, 
I am not satisfied only with that. You must try your level best to raise 
the quota to be received from the Central Government and at the same time 
you should also take the initiative to try to imjiort as much cotton as 
possible and arrange for its distribution to the different jiarts of Bengal, so 
that the spinners in their huts and homes may spin varn and then weave 
cloths out of them. That is our opportunity. Sir, ancl we should not miss 
this opportunity. In England this insufficiencv of cloth supply here has 
given the cloth weavers great opportunities. The Mancln^ster weavers are 
thinking of sending .shipments of cloth to Bengal inasmuch as there is 
cloth famine here. This has given them a great opportunity and they are 
doing their liest to earn as much profit as pos.sible by exporting clotlis for 
Bengalis. But what are we doing? Has our Government done anything 
towards the supply of proper and adeouate quantities of yarn to the 
weavers? They have done nothing of the sort. Have they ever taken 
any census of the looms that are to be found in Bengal? No census of 
looms has ever been taken. It is ridiculuous that this popular Government 
should go without any census of looms at all. They do*not know how many 
looms are actually working in Bengal today. This question is coming 
most prominently to the fore and they ought to know how many looms are 
working in Bengal. I may say that there are no less than two lakhs 
spinners spinning cloth, oily in one quarter, but why is Government so 
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long lagging in getting all this information? Why does not the Govern- 
ment take time by the forelock and take steps which would' give them 
adequate supplies of yarn to their weavers. It is highly deplorable and 
must be condemned by all right tinking persons. Mere asking His 
Excellent to make a strong representation to the Government of India to 
raise up llengars supply of quota from ten yards to eighteen yards — that is 
an easy thing to do by goiag with a supplicating hand to them; no one 
gainsays that this quota should be raised but here Government has failed 
ignominously to help Bengal at a time when her need is the greatest. 
With these words, I support the motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed, because it asks 
for allotment of increased quota of yarns and cloths. But at the same 
time, I must express my regret that it does not suggest as to what the 
Government should do. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; Sir, I am glad to support the motion 
moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. The motion as such has my 
strongest support. But whether 13 yards or 13 yards it makes no 
difference, provided the distribution is O.K. If we get 10, 15 or 20 yards 
and if they find their way into the black-market it is not worthwhile going 
to the Government of India and appeal them for increasing the quota; 
because that will be helping the black-marketeers and making them cheer- 
ful — they will feel more the merrier: so unless you have proper distribution 
there is no hope for Bengal. They will get more quantity of cloth for selling 
in the black-market. 

I have pot one word to say with regard to the proposed rationing policy 
of the Civil Supply Minister. They are going to open shops and if these 
-shops are entrusted to the supporters of the Ministry and their relations, 
the cloth will be precarious, because everybody knows that in the Enforce- 
ment Department the staff is manned by the relations and supporters of 
the Government — the su]> 7 )orters of the Governnieni have been employed. 
Therefore there will be no chance of detecting the black-marketing. There 
will be no reasonable chance of detection of any corruption or dishonesty 
unless one party of the two — the Enforcement Branch or the shopkeepers 
are independent 7 )er 8 ons — ])ersons who have no concern with the Govern- 
ment, persons who can honestly discharge their duties? without favour or 
fear. Therefore unless you appoint these -sorts of people there is no chance 
of finding out this bottomless pit. I quite realise the difficulty of the 
Ministry, because they have to depend on the support of their party-men — 
they must satisfy their party-men, because their number is decreasing every 
day. So they must make frantic effort to supply them with jobs and 
shower other favours on them and that has become the policy of the present 
Government. Unless they follow this policy, this Ministry cannot last. 
But I say that the province will have to face a bitter famine as I told the 
House the other day. I would therefore request the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to place his hands on the heart and say if they really want to save 
Bengal from cloth famine and if so he must rise superior to the sense of 
the safety of the Ministry and rise to the occasion to help the people in their 
distress. With these words I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Mr. President, Sir, I need 
hardly say that I sympathise with the motion and the debate will be 
forwarded to the proper quarters with such support as the Ministry is able 
to give. It is difficult to state wOiat should be the yardage which should be 
allotted to Bengal. What I claim is that Bengal should be treated on an 
equal footing with the other provinces, that it should not be treated as a 
forlorn and neglected province and that special consideration should be paid 
to it on account of the conditions which have arisen in Bengal due to the 
war. Far from paying any special consideration for the dislocations brought 
about here due to war conditions, Bengal, has been specially marked out 
for neglect. I would like to ask those on whom is the responsibility for 
allocation whether the war has made any difference to Bengal or not. Has 
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tli6 war and tlie war conditions here heen responsible for the increase in 
population, for the shortage in food, for the panic and for the famine which 
followed? Surely, Bengal was entitled to some consideration on these 
grounds. Has the war brought into Bengal a large military personnel? 
Has the war brought into existence here a large number of hospitals 
and the necessity for clothing a nuir'.r of defence personnel I 
submit, Sir, that these matters shouhl he taken into account. I feel 
that there is a change in the views of the (lovernment of. India 
and there is eve^y hope that the claim of Bengal will he considered. 

I do not know whetlier any consideration will be ])aid to its special 
claims, but perhaps it may he treated on an ecjual footing with the 
other provinces. On our present calculations the amount that will be 
distributed per head on the present production would he 14 yards per head and 
that is the least that we can claim. But there is anotihci factor to whitdi I 
would like to drayi^ the attention of the House that yardage by itself means 
little unless the kind of cloth which is used in Bengal is sent to Bengal. It 
is no use to us or little use to us if the yardage is made up in napkins or 
langots. What we want is that the yardage should Ik* in dhotis and saris 
which are used in large numbers, in the majority of cas(*s and in good pro- 
per width of long cloth and drills. T’nfortunatcl \ , many instances have 
come to my notice wliere although the invoices staled that the projuir quality 
and the proper width of sans W(‘rc being sent, actually rotten dhotts’ and 
saris and small dhotis meant for children were sent. 

There is another factor to which I would liki* to direct the attention of 
the Government of India, namely, that those mills which us(m 1 to sup])ly 
cloth to Bengal should he opened up for that supply. It has heen brought 
to our notice by the trade that many mills which used to semi cloth to 
Bengal have been sto])ped sending their cloth to Bengal and that cloth is 
being diverted to other provinces. The Textile Commissioner proposes to 
freeze cloth issuing from the mills when it comes to the hand of the (luota- 
holders and from there by executive orders to direct what cloth should go 
to which province. I would earnestly request him when making that alloca- 
tion and that diversion to send that cloth and that kind of cloth and that 
width of cloth which used to come to Bengal from the mills iliat normally 
used to send the cloth to Bengal. Mr. Ilumayun Kahir has raised a very 
pertinent (|ucstion. If we ration cloth on the basis of H) yards per head, 
surely the majority of the people would towards the end of the year go 
unclothed, provided of cour.se we started from scrab'h and we had no clothes 
to carry on with. I think that we can adjust matters if piniplc like 
Mr. Humayun Kabir and others who have a very good w*ardrob^^ do not 
purchase their quota of cloth and surrender their clothes so that they may 
be sold to the poorer section of the population who have hardly any reserves 
of cloth to carry on with. (A voick: Do you not include yourself in that 
category?) Certainly I include myself in this category, and 1 would request 
all ike members not only of this House but all iwrsons of this category here 
and outside to practise this act of self-abnegation until such lime as we can 
get more cloth from the Government of India. After all, it is not a (juestion 
of rationing in its proper sense. If rationing means that everyone should 
get his minimum requirements, that canmd po.ssibly be satisfied at a (juota 
of 10 yards per head ; and that is the rea.son why in the statement whi(di I 
issued I referred over and over again to equitable distribution. I could 
hardly call it rationing when I feel strongly that tihe allotment made to 
Bengal is insufficient to clothe the ^ople of Bengal. Now, Sir, I do hoi>€ 
that the remarks of Mr. Humayun Kabir will find their propef target, and 
if the Government of India pays no consideration to the request of the 
Province, the Government of India will pay its consideration to your dignity, 
Sir, by sending proper allotments to Bengal. 

Sir, reference has been made to khaddar and spinning. Khaddar, Sir, 
is not a controlled commodity, and I shall indeed be very happy if tlhe cloth 
shortage here would give an impetus to spinning and to the weaving of 
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khaddar. I propose, althougli all new licences to retailers and wholesalers 
have stopped — I propose, I am thinking about it very seriously---i8sue 
licences lor retail and wholesale to the all-India Spinners Association in 
the hope that they will also contribute their energy towards solving the 
cloth problem. 

I do not think that I should repeat the figures of the Marwpi 
Chamber of Commerce and it is never my intention to compete with 
that Chamber. I am grateful to that Chamber that they have placed certain 
facts and figures wihich have directed the attention of the people for the 
first time to the very meagre allotment to Bengal and to the fallacy under- 
lying the figures of the Government of India. These figures, these argu- 
ments were all known to me and thrashed out by me over and over again 
with the Advisory Committee; not once but several times have I written to 
the Government of India pointing out these fallacies. (Mr. Siirish 
Chandra Chakra verti : Why did you not publish your statement earlier P) 
Well, I make my statement only at the psychological moment and if the 
Marwari (chamber of Commerce has anticipated me, so much the better and 
I give them credit and thanks for that. Sir, reference has been made to 
the export of cloth to Assam, Tibet and China. There is a certain amount 
of misunderstanding regarding this matter. The quota of cloth sent to 
Bengal includes the quota to Assam and consequently the bales which were 
Assam’s due liad to be sent to Assam. The amount that is going to Tibet 
is a special allotment tihat has been made by the Government of India for 
Tibet and it would Ik) extremely unfair on my part if I were to hold it back. 
I could hardly expecd fair and generous treatment from other provinces if 
1 were to treat another neighbouring country in that manner. As regards 
export of cloth to China, I really do not know how much has been exported 
and nobody can say that. I know that a big smuggling in trade was going 
on between India and China and it took all the efiorts of the Government 
of India to he able to find out, to unearth only a little portion of it. 
Lastly, Sir, control has been referred to. The answer is the strengthening 
of the Enforcement Branch which at the present moment we are in the 
pro(^ess of doing. It is absolutely not possible to control black-marketing 
or hoarding by any fiat; you have got to have an organisation for the 
purpose and up till now we are in the throes of creating an organisation for 
enforcement and we hope that things from that point of view will be very 
mucih better. 

I again repudiate the charges made against the Food Committees. It 
is not a fact that the Food Committees have been packed by interested people 
or party people or packed by the Muslim League. I have asked for 
representatives of all organisations; and whatever honourable members 
might say here or in any other place, the vhrious Chambers of Commerce 
have representatives of their organisations including the Hindu Mahasabha, 
on these Food Committees. But certainly those persons have entered the 
Food Committees and are working it in a proper spirit who are anxious to 
serve the people. If the spirit of the Muslim League has inspired their 
representatives to place their services at the disposal of the people and to 
look after the interests of the people, so much the better. I think that the 
organisation is developing on proper lines, otherwise Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das would not have referred to the Muslim League having captured various 
Food Committees. Today I find there are some organisations such as the 
Communist organisation, the Janarakhsha Samiti, and some ladies organisa- 
tions. All these organisations are taking part in the proper distribution by 
these commodities. So why sihould you condemn them for doing so? I 
think they deserve our thanks and support. I like all men of good-will 
to take this opportunity by the forelock and do their best to serve the people 
of Bengal. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may I speak on 
this motion? 
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Mr* PRESIDENT. Do you want to continue the debate on this? 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I congratulate 

Mr. Nur Ahmed on bringing this important motion before the House for 
discussion. He has a peculiar knack of choosing nou-coutroversial subjects 
and I hope the motion will find unanimous acceptance in tJhe House. It is 
agreed on all hands that Bengal has fallen upon evil days. Last year we 
had a food famine of an unprecedented character which has been replaced 
by a cloth famine this year. Whither are we drifting)^ It cannot bo 
denied that the wai: conditions liave brought about the present situation. I 
am afraid Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and the Hon’ble Minister who has just 
spoken have forestalled me. I was going to put forward the same argu- 
ments. The Hon’ble Minister has given an assurance that he would move 
the Government of India to increase tJie quota for Bengal. But may we 
know w'hether the Government of India was moved previously on the sub- 
ject? (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : Yes.) Then why is it that 
the Central Government is consistently turning a deaf ear to the requests 
of the Bengal Government? (Voick from thk Treasury Bench: Because 
it is Bengal.) Does the Hon’ble Minister think that he is unable to induce 
the Government of India to increase the quota for Ihuigal? (Mr. Haridas 
Majumdar : Government of India liave no faith in this Ministry.) If Ihe 
really thinks so, may I ask whetlier lie along with liis colleagues is prepared 
to resign and seek fresh election on this issue? Sir Azizul Haciue and ihe 
Food Member of the Government of India, Sir Jawala Brasad Srivastava. 
have openly declared on several occasions that Bengal has got more than 
her quota of 10 yards — something like yards which nuMUis that she 

has been given 3*9 yards in excess of her allotment. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy: Don’t you believe the Marwari Chamber of Cornmemi?) I 
have nothing to do with the Marwari Chamber of Commerce. I am pre- 
pared to accept the statement of the Hon’ble Minister if ho assures us that 
he wdll be successful in gidting the quota increased from 10 to 18 yards 
as has been claimed by Mr. Nur Aihmed. 

Sir, I do not know 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Dfin't you believe the 
Marwari Chamber of Commerce? You may not believe me. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI; They are worse than you. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I have nothing 
to do with the Marwari Chamber of Commerce. I take the lion’ble 
Minister’s word as gospel truth. If be gives us an assurance that lie would 
sincerely try to increase the yardage from 10 to 18 as has been demanded in 
this motion, then we would be satisfied. 

Now, Sir, it has been pointed out that cloth shortage is due to tJhe 
influx of a large number of people to this Province from outside including, 
the Burma evacuees, and the militap^ personnel. We are told that cloth 
has also been exported to Assam, Cliina, Tibet and to countries outside the 
borders of India. Sir, this is a matter over wdiicb apparently the Bengal 
Government has no control. If tlie Hon’ble Minister really Ubinks that 
cloth is being .surreptitiously removed from tliis IVovince for sale in the 
black-markets outside, are we to understand that the Bengal Government is 
powerless to stop this pilfering and corruption which has been going on for 
a long time? The Hon’ble Minister could not satisfy us as to whether the 
quota received from the India Government was exactly on the 10 yards basis 
or 13*9 yards basis. There is a regular duel going on between the local 
Government and the Central Government. What is then the remedy? If 
the Hon’ble Minister does not succeed in his attempt, what w^ould be our 

42 



370 


MOTIONS UNDEE EULE 112. 


[23rd March, 


position? Will the people of this Province go on without cloth? Some 
sort of repiedy must be fopid for it. It will not do for the Hon’ble Minister 
to say that he has done his best and that his efforts have proved unavailing. 
If in spite of all this the Central Government turns down the proposal of 
the Bengal Government, then is the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy prepared to 
resign his office by way of protest and seek re-election on this issue? 

With these words, I support the motion. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in reply I wish to say a few words. I thank 
the honourable members for the support which they have given to my motion 
and also to the Hon’ble Minister who has assured us that he would forward 
the proceedings of this motion with strong recommendation to the proper 
authorities. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 wonder if I should 
take seriously the remarks regarding resignation. In the spirit in which 
it is uttered, perhaps I would take it if I were satisfied that the honourable 
member or his parly opposite would do better. At the same time, the matter 
is far too serious for levity. I consider the position to be extremely serious 
and I do not think, Sir, that these extraneous political considerations should 
take the field. Sir, 1 have represented to the Government of India time 
and again and so have my ofl&cers that the quota that was allotted to the 
Government of Bengal not by the Government of India but by the Textile 
Jontrol Board was unfair to Bengal. The Government of India has tied 
its own hands by giving extraordinary powers to that Board which the 
Textile Commissioner himself cannot differ from. He has got to refer the 
matier to the Government of India, although the (jovernment of India can- 
ned ilself differ from that Board nnlil il has (‘onsiilled the Chairman. 
I take it. Sir, that this process is bound to be a long process, but I think 
this will bear fruit. Our representations are bound to bear fruit, because, 
as 1 have j)ointed oiil, Mr, V(‘llodi has given an indication that the represen- 
tations made by the various Governments on this point who have suffered by 
these miserable allocations are likely to influence the Government of India 
into altering its decision. 

Sir, I would hate to consider the idea that a duel is going on between 
the Government of Bengal and the Government of India. If there were a 
duel, the Government of India will always win, because they have the power 
to do so, and we are a subordinate Government. I know that the public like 
a fight, and the Press also likes it; but 1 do not want to carry on a duel. I 
take my stand on justice and fairness and on the just claims of the people 
of Bengal. I placed the facts before the Government of India, and I 
claimed that the Government of India shall give us justice. I do not want 
to create an atmosphere of acrimony, because I feel certain that if such an 
atmosphere were created it would not be for the welfare of the people of 
Bengal. Therefore, let us drop that idea for the time being if we really 
want the welfare of the people. I am glad to be able to say that I have 
received a telegram from the Hon’ble the Commerce Member, Sir Azizul 
Haque that he is making special effort to send 3,000 bales of cloth to Bengal 
as an ml hoc contribution. The quantity is not much, and I think that when 
we actually need about 50,000 bales — and the present allotment of 10 yards 
basis is 34,000 bales — 3,000 bales are not much ; but I take it to be an 
indication of the goodwill of the Government of India, and in that view 
1 w’ish to thank him on behalf of the Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative Council 
reciuesting His Excellency to make a strong representation to tihe Govern- 
ment of India to allot 18 yards of cloth per head of the population of Bengal 
as has been allotted in the Punjab, Bombay and Delhi. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, 
1 b« to move : that an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal through the Hon ble the President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council with a request to convey to His Excellen<>.^ the Viceroy that in the 
u Council the much-needed Dacca-Aricha Railway project 
should be taken up in hand and the ne \vsary constructions completed 
without further delay. 

Sir, the Dacca-Aricha Railway project is as old as the days of Adam and 
Eve. Jl'. for nearly half a century that the question has been agitating 
the public I have been fighting for this railway for over 30 years 

along with the local bodies and Associations of Dacca. It is difficult for 
me today to trace tihe origin of tJie scheme because I have not as yet been 
able to find out the necessary references and if 1 could get a little more 
time, I W'ould bo in a position to give nn>re facts and figuies regarding the 
s('heme. Sir, the question of a Railway between Dacca and Aricha formed 
aniong others the subject-matter of Adfire.ss presented to successive 
Viceroys, Eieutenant-Governors and Governors of Bengal who visited Dacca 
in the past, and on each occasion we had sympathetic replies from them; 
but unfortunately the scheme did not take li definite shape until after the 
year 1923 when so far as niy recollection goes ttlie question was brought for- 
ward by Mr. K. C. Neogy in the form of a resolution in :he Indian lii'gis- 
lative Assembly. Tlien, Sir, after a few years, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, 
a meinlier of tlie Central Legislature, again raised the question by a cut 
motion on the Railway Budget grant on the 24ih February, 1930.* 1 may 
mention in this eonneetion that the project had already been sanctioned by 
the authorities of the (lovernment of India and the Railway Board in 
1929-30. Sir Abdul Halim Gihuznavi tried to elicit information ’ by putting 
a question to Mr. Parsons on Ist February, 1928, who was then connected 
w’ith the Raihvay Board. The question was as follows: “Will the (iovern- 
ment he ])leased to state if it is a fact that the Daeca-Aricha Railw'ay scheme 
will he kejit in alK'yaiie.e now? If so, will tlie Government please state the 
reasons therefor and also when they propose to take it up?“ 
Mr. Parsons replied saying that estimates had just been received from the 
Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, and were under examination of llhe Rail- 
way Board and that Government had no intention of keeping the scdieme 
in abeyance if the results of the survey were satisfactory. J may inform 
the House that the result of the survey was satisfactory. On the 4th of 
Septemlier, 1928, in answer to another question put by the same member, 
Mr. Parsons said that the Railway Board had considered the report and 
estimates for tihe Dacca-Aricha Railway and the Government of India had 
addressed the Secretary of State on the subject. 

Sir, again on the 28tili of January, 1929, in renly to an interi»ellation 
by Sir Abd^l Halim Ghuzuavi, Mr. Parsons said tnat the project had been 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State and it was hoped to provide funds for 
the inception of the construction next year, that is, in the year 1930. Then, 
Sir, in the Railway Board’s Administration R<‘port for the year 1928-29* 
discussing the Dacca-Aridha Railway scheme it was stated — ^1 am quoting 
an extract from the report: — “The Dacca-Aricha Railway tlie construc- 

tion of a hroadgauge line, about 04 miles in length from llajhari to Narain- 
ganj, including a wagon ferry across the Padma river between Goalundo and 
Aricha, was sanctioned in January, 1929. The line will provide railway 
communication to the large tract of country in the Dacca district situaled 
between Aricha on the left hank of Padma riv(*r and Dacca. The pres(‘i)t 
means of transport in the area traversed by the Railway is mainly by water. 
The time taken for the railway and t)he river journey between Calcutta and 
Dacca is about 19 hours.’’ 

That is what the report says. Sir, the distance lietween Calcutta and 
Goalundo is 154 miles and the distance between Goalundo and Narayanganj 
is about 110 miles. You know, Sir, from your personal knowledge that the 
Bpeed of the Dacca Mail is a little more than that of a fast bullock cart and 
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even tbe Railway Board themselves admit tliat it takes 19 hours to cover 
a distance of 260 miles from Calcutta to Dacca. This is what they say in 
their report ; and they also say that after construction of this line, 19 hours 
will be reduced to 12. But it is surprising that in spite of this admission 
Government will not give us this railway. Sir, I may mention in passing 
that after the Indian Legislative Assembly had sanctioned the project and 
it had finally sanctioned W the Secretary of State, the land acquisition 
proceedings were started. First of all, there was a preliminary traffic survey 
and then lands were acquired and station sites selected. There was a good 
deal of correspondence between the Railway Board and the Government of 
Bengal. Sir, I am afraid I shall 1^ unable to finish my speech. The time 
is up and with your permission I wish to conclude on the next day that may 
be fixed for the discussion of such motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. Before we adjourn today I would just like to 
point out that the Hon’ble Khan Baliadiir Muazzamuddin Hosain has given 
notice that the Tk^ngal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Amendment Bill, 1945. 
be taken into consideration ana passed, as settled in the Council. Now, as 
this Bill is not of a controversial nature, 1 fix 11 a.m. on Saturday, the 
24t]i, ns the last date for receiving notices of amendments 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS and Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA 
BANERilEE: Sir, it is a controversial subject 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The present notice is only with regard to the motion 
that the Bill be taken into consideration and to that motion there can be 
only two classes of amendments — one for circulation and the other for send- 
ing it to Select Committee. T do not think it will require much time. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, the main 
difficulty 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me finish, Rai Bahadur. I am suggesting 
that iiotic(‘ of aimmdmcnts to the (dauses of the Hill should he S(‘nt by 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, the 27th March. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 11 Ji.m. is too early, kindly make 
it 1 p.rn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no harm in making it 1 p.m. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In giving notice of Sele<>t Committee 
motions, the consent of the members whose names will be on the Select 
Committee will have to be taken and it will he difficult to get the consent 
before that time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For your convenience, the copies of the Bills may 
be circulated to tbe members in the Chamber. I think that will save much 
time. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 11 o’clock is rather an inconvenient 
time. We can send amendments for the clauses by 3 o’clock, because 
clauses cannot obviously be taken up on that day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I um told by the Secretary that can be done. So 
far as notices of amendments lo ilauses are concerned, up to 3 o’clock on 
Tuesday, the 27t]i. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Let it he on Thursday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will mean too much loss of time. Well, I 
may suggest that as regards the amendment for taking the Bill into consi- 
deration 11 o’clock or 12 o’clock on the same day. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Not on the same day, Sir. There are 
many stages, circulation motion for sending the Bill for public opinion, 
Select Committee, etc. So we want another day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, for the first motion amendments will be 
received up to 12 o’clock on Tuesday, the 2'^th March; and as regards the 
amendments to the clauses of the Bill 3 o'clock on the same day. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Sir. instead of 12 
o’clock, will you please make it 1-30 p.m. so that we may bring the amend- 
ments with us at the time of sitting of the Council. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That will not be possible, beca^’se those amend- 
ments will have to be typed and printed and circulated to the members. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.in. on Tuesday, the 27th March, 
1945. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 27th 
March, 1945. 
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Members AMenti 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
March, 1945;— 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(3) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur A. Gofraii. 

(5) Mr. J. S. Graham. 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(8) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(9) Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. B. C. Mukherjee. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(15) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(16) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 
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BENGAL LEGlSLAtlVE COUNdL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945— No. 21. 


• I'fgislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 

ing, Calcutta on luesday, the 27th March, 1U45, at 1-3U p.m., being the 
twentj-hrst day of tlie hirst Session of 194;), pursuant to section G2(2)(ti) 
of the (jovernmeut ot India Act, 1935. v /v / 

Mr President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Honourable members of the House, it is with a 
deep sense of regret that 1 have to announce the untimely tlemise of Sir 
razlur Hahmau. This melancholy incident took place on Saturday 
last at Jalpaiguri. The late Sir Fazlur llahmun used to be a member of 
the Legislative Council from 1930-34 under the Muntagu-Chelmslord 
lieforms and he was recently elected unopposed a member of tlie Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. An erudite scholar himself, tlie late Sir Fajsiur 
Kahnian was long associated with education and dissemination of knowledge 
in this country. He was for several years a Tjotessor of the Aligarh 
University and then Provost ot the Dacca Muslim Hall; afterwards lor 
one term he was Vice-Chancellor of the J)acca University, a position 
which he filled with great distinction for two years when he resigned that 
appointment for accepting membership of the Federal Public Service 
Commission. There also he fulfilled the expectations of those who selected 
him. His services were recognised by tiie conferment of Kniglitbood 
by His Majesty the King-Emperor in 1942. in jiolitics, tlie late Sir Fazlur 
Hahman never allowed himself to be carried away i)y passions of party 
politics. He had a very balanced judgment, an attractive personality and 
charming manners. His demise is not only a Joss to the community to 
which he belonged, but it is an irrepurabie loss to the entire cultured 
society of this country. By his death the Chair lias been deprived ot an 
old and intimate friend and a valued colleague whose memory he will 
cherish with respect and affection. 

1 request you, gentlemen, to rise in your seals by way of respecd to the 
memory of the deceased, 

1 take it that it is the desire of the House that a message of condolence 
should be sent to the members of the bereaved family. 

Several HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Epidemic of malaria. 

71. Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(а) district by district, where malaria has been raging in an epidemic 

form ; 

(б) whether it is a fact that in Budranagar Charitable Dispensaxy within 

Murari and Nalhati thanas in Kangpur subdivision in Birbhum 
district, an amount of quinine sufficient for 40 persons only is 
available for distribution among 150 men ^very alternate day ;*an4 
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(c) whether almost similar state of affairs prevail in Chandptir and 
Barisal for want of quinine P 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SE^LF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’toJe Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
ilaialuddin Ahmad)! (a) Malaria appeared in epidemic form in October, 
November and December, in the districts of Burdwan, Birbbum, Midna> 
pore, 24-rargaua8, Jessore, Kaisbabi, Kangpur, Dinajpur, Pabna, Malda, 
Bogra, Dacca, Earidpur, Bakargauj, Mursbidabad, Tippera, Chittagong, 
and a part of Hoogbly. Since January, the situation has improved in 
almost all the districts. 

(b) and (c) No. 

Release of the security prisoner 8j. Copal Chandra Sen. 

72. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether Sj. Oopal 
Chandra Sen of Barisal is a security prisoner, and whether he has been 
transferred to the Hanchi Indian Mental Hospital, Xankeh In what class 
was he put in jaili^ 

(6) Are all the facilities in respect of allowances and comfort, granted 
to him while be was in jail, available in the Mental Hospital, for this 
prisoner ? 

(c) How is he now in the Mental Hospital? Is it a fact that he shows 
no dehciency in understanding or reason ? If so, why is be detained there ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to release him? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin). There is no secuiity prisoner of the name of 
Babu Gopal Chandra Sen. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
US| if there is any person of a similar name, who has been transferred to 
the Hanchi Indian Mental Hospital from a Bengal jail? 

The HonWe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; There is no security prisoner 
of that name. There is, however, one security prisoner named Nani Gopal 
Sen, who has been transferred from the Midnapore Central Jail to the 
Indian Mental Hospital, Hanchi, for the treatment of insanity on the 9th 
January, 1945. We will enquire of the hospital authorities about the 
mental condition of the prisoner; if the honourable member would please 
put a question we should be prepared to ascertain this for him. 

Appointment of Special Officers in the Rationing Department. 

73. Khan Bahadur NURUL AMIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the number of Special Oiheers in the Establishment Section under 

the Controller of Hationiug, Calcutta; 

(б) the number of Hindus and Muslims amongst these officers; and 

(o) whether the Commimal Hatio Hules have been observed in appoint- 
ing these officers; if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) Originally one. 

Subsequently the designation of the Chief Inspector was changed to that 
of Special Officer. Three additional posts of Special Officers have been 
recently sanctioned in connection with the reorganisation of the section. 

(b) The two officers appointed as Special Officers in the ffrst instance are 
Hihous. Thev both hold permanent posts in <Jovernment service, and are 
^iMpioyed on deputation in the Bationing Department. 
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Out of the three posts recently sanctioned, it has been decided to fill up 
He"ha^8 TiTet ‘joined Chief Inspector who is a Hindu. 

The other two posts haw been filled up by appointment of two Rationing 
Officers, one of whom is a Hindu and the other a Muslim. 

(c) The answer is in the affirmative. 


Classes of ration shops in Calcutta. 

HUQ CHOWOHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in cnarge of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state — 

(a) many classes or grades of ration shops are being run in the 
City of Calcutta ; and 

(b) in what respect are they different from each other in the matter of 

quality and varieties of articles that are distributed P 

Mr. K. C. ROY GHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : {a) Ration shops in the City of 
Calcutta are of three main classes, viz. — 

(i) Appointed Retailers; 

(it) Government Stores; and 

(Hi) Employers’ shops. 

Government Stores again fall into three categories, viz. — 

(1) Government Stores for members of the public; 

(2) Government Employees’ Stores for employees of certain ranks in 

Police Department; and 

(8) Government Employees’ Stores for employees of certain ranks in 
departments other than the Police. 

(h) There is no difference in the quality of articles supplied from the 
ration shops of different classes. 

At all Government Stores, (]al when available, is sold. At Government 
Employees’ Stores mustard oil is also sold and at sucli Stores meant for the 
Police, ])utter and (jhre are .sold in addition. 

Dal, mustard oil, butter and (/hre are all urirationed articles. Appfiinted 
Retailers also sell them when they find it eonvenieni and can obtain supplies. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY; Ts the Government satisfied 
with regard to the distribution (#f articles like ghee and butter that are 
essential for a particular -ectiou of the peojile? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWOHURY: I suppose .so— Govern inenf are satisfied. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: Is the (iovernment aware that 
on account of Government trying to acquire a large stock of these articles 
the public portion of these arHeles is being seriously encroached upon? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWOHURY: I will make enquiry about it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; With regard to Government stores, do the Govern- 
ment employ anybody to check whether the mustard oil and ghee sold are 
adulterated or not ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWOHURY: I think there are inspectors for check- 
ing the quality. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please consider the desirability of .stopping the discrimination in favour 
of a particular section of the population against the other section, in the 
city? 
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Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURYs I will make enquiry into the matter. 

Mr. BIREH ROY: The Parliamentary Secretary just now said that 
there are inspectors to check the adulterated articles, but will he be pleased 
to say whether in the case of Government shops in Calcutta adulterated 
articles are checked and whether Government would allow the Public 
Health Department of the Corporation of Calcutta to check to find out 
whether they are adulterated or not. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1945. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the Benpfal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Amendment Bill, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I beg to move that the Non-Agricultiiral Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1945, he taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very simple Bill. Its object is to extend the life of 
the original Bill in order to enable the Government to get through the 
comprehensive Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, which has been intro- 
duced in the Lower House. The only new thing incorporated in this 
Bill is to give protection to agricultural tenants within municipal areas, 
who have used their lands for non-agricultural purposes, as such tenants 
in certain areas are being ejected by the landlords whenever they find thai 
they are going to utilise the land for residential or other non- 
agricultural purposes. This is the only new thing incorporated in the Bill. 
I think it is a simple Bill and I hope it will be accepted by the House and 
we may go on to consider it, clause by clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Non -Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, today has been fixed for the 
submission of amendments — I also submitted my amendments, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes; with regard to the consideration motion, 
three amendments have been tabled : one standing in the name of Mr. 
Nagendrn Nath Moholanabish and two in the name of Rai Bahadur 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee. With regard to the amendment of Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee for sending this Bill to a Select 
Committee, — T do not see Rai Bahadur here — he ha.s not put in the name 
of the member in charge of the Department concerned which should have 
been done according to our rules. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: That caa be amended 
now. Are you poinp to take np the amendments just now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not just now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, you fixed today upto 3 p.m. 
for giving notices of amendments with regard to consideration of the Bfll, 
clause by clause, and so we are submitting the amendments by 8 p.m., today. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: It is not yet 8 o’clock. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, consideration of the clauses of the 
Bill cannot proceed today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not my intention, either. But I do not find 
Mr. Moholanabish, who bad tabled an amendment to the motion for taking 
the Bill into consideration. 
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Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DA8s He lias submitted his amendments^ 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. It was settled definitely the other day 
that the amendments relating to the motion for consideration of the Bill 
would be taken up today. Now, Mr. Moholanabish is not here. However, 
if any honourable member wants to speak on the motion just now placed 
before the House by the Hon’ble Minister fo^ Agricultural, he may do so, 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS* If there is any illegality in this, w-e 
hope, we would be permitted to refer to that, when the Bill would be taken 
up, clause by clause. 

Mr* SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, after hearing the 
Hon^ble the Agriculture Minister, we thought that it was a simple Bill; 
but I find that there are some" controversial matters so far, at any rate, as 
the definition of lands in the municipal arenas is concerned. The Hon’ble 
MinivSter said that he was bringing in a comprehensive Bill in the other 
House and that it will be passed after due consideration. Tf that is the 
fact, then why introduce this ne\v definition when only t'xtension of life 
is sought and specially when the Bill is working for the benefit of those 
persons for whom it is intended. So there is a good deal of difference 
between the Statement of Objects and Beasons and the actual provisions 
of this amending Bill. I hope he would consider his view'-point further. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. may f add one thing? After all, 
it is an amending Bill and it should confine it.mdf to the provisions of the 
original Act, and if any extraneous matter is introduced at this stage, 
that would be out of order. Now, Sir, tin* (piestion of definition 
regarding lands in the municipal areas lias been introduced on the ground 
that some landlords are trying to eject the tenants. This is being 
introduced for the first time and it was not in the original Act. It would 
be introducing a new matter and being a new' matter it cannot be the 
subject-matter of an amending Bill, and therefore, Sir, f should sa> 
that so far as that provision is concerned, namely, the application of the 
provisions of this amending Bill to the municipal areas, it is illegal and 
ultra vires. "With these avoids. Sir, I reserve my further arguments for 
the time when the Bill w'ill be taken up, clause by clause. 

Mr* SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, from what m> 
colleague ha.s just now said, it appears that it is a matter of your ruling. 
In that case, w’e must invite your ruling. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I am .sure my friend Mr. Das, who is an old 
Parliamentarian, knows it very well that by an amending Bill any Act 
may be amended and the .scope of the amending Bill is never limited to the 
scope of the Act it.self. He, therefore, did not raise that question as a 
point of order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

As regards Mr. Chakraverty’.s objection, I am afraid he has not follow'ed 
the real object of this temporary provisions Bill. Its real object is to stop 
the ejectment of non-agricultural tenants before the comprehensive Bill 
is passed. This temporary provision Bill is introduced to extend the time 
so that it may give protection to the non-agricultural tenants until the 
comprehensive Bill is passed. But the temporary provisions Bill wdll 
expire in the month of Mav next, and so by this Bill we simply propose 
to extend the operation of thi.s Bill so that the people may not be ejected 
in the meantime. The object of our including agricultural holdings in 
municipal areas is also to give protection to those who have agricultural 
lands in these area.s, but are utilising thpe for non-agricultural purpose. 
It is quite in consonance with the real object of the Bill. Therefore, I do 
not think that the objection is at all reasonable. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: (hier, order. The quettion before the House is: 
that the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: About the next motion, I find that there are several 
amendments and gome of them may require previous sanction of the 
Governor, Therefore, I am afraid, they cannot be taken up tomorrow. 
They may be taken up on Monday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Sir, Monday is the Easter Monday, and 
that day is a holiday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I understand that Monday is not a holiday. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, I shall be out on Monday and so kindly fix it for Tuesday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have no objection. If the Government are not 
ready, it will cause delay, for some of the amendments at least w'ill have 
to be sent for previous sanction, and His Excellency is not in Calcutta 
at the present moment^ However, we take up consideration of the Bill, 
clause by clause, on Tuesday next. I think that is agreed. 


Bengal Legislature (Corrupt Practices and Election Enquiries) Bill, 1945. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Next Bill: Sir Nazimuddin. But I do not find him 
here. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: He is just now absent, but probably 
he will be here presently. Sir. If, however, he cannot come in time, the 
matter may la^ taken up on Thursday next. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is never the practice, I may tell the Chief 
Whip. When Government prepare the Order Paper, it is their responsibility 
to see that that is acted upon. Now, can any other Hon’ble Minister take 
up the Bill on Sir Nazimuddin\s behalf? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD; You know. Sir, that no other 
Minister can deal with a Bill except him, who moved the first motion or 
who introduced the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; In that case, this matter ought to have been with- 
drawn from the Order Paper of the day. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: We are very sorry, Sir. It may be 
taken up next day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May I hear the Hon’ble the Leader of the House? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SA I Y ED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I was under the impression that Sir Nazimuddin woulc? come in time and I 
was given no instructions in the matter. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: But what is your suggeation? 
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The Hon'ble Khui Behadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDiN HOSAiN: 

do not see, Sir, what else I can suggest, but that the matter may be 
(ostponed till the next day, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 must say that it is a w’y unsatisfactory arrange- 
iient, because it is the Government who re the Order Paper and it 
H their responsibility to see that that business is proceeded with. If, 
iowever, they cannot proceed with a matter on the day for which it is 
^xed, they should inform the Chair beforehand or withdraw the matter 
:rom the Order Paper. I may mention that if a non-oliicial member in 
mch a case were not present, he would have lost the chance of moving the 
notion altogether. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, there is no business tomorrow; 
perhaps it can be taken up tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till l-dO p.m., on 
Thursday, next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m., on Thursday, the 25Hh March, 
1945. 



88^ MEMBEil^ AfiSfiffT. [2tTHMA*c«, ljM6.] 

Members absents 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 27tl 
March, 1945: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(G) Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

(9) Mr. J. S. Graham. 

(10) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(11) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(13) Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

(14) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(15) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(16) Mr. B. C. Mukherjee. 

(17) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1945-~Mo. 22. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Leirislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 29th March, 1945, at 1-30 p.m., 
being the twenty-second day of the First Session of 1945, pursuan* to 
eection 62(2) (a) of the Government of India Jfct, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.\s.\i) Sinch Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Reference. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, we ull have learnt 
with great regret that one of our eolleagiies. Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar, has 
died and we must necessarily adjourn the business of the House as a mark 
of respect to his memory. But before the resolution on the subject is 
moved, I may be permitted to mention about my adjournment motion 
regarding threatened suppression (d‘ the (h)rporation of (!aleut1a for wliieh 
a date has been fixed by the Chair 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please wait and mention the matter 
immediately after the condolence 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, 1 beg leave of the 
House to move the resolution of condolence myself 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is usually done by the Leader of the House in 
the case of the death of a sitting mem her... (Voices from the Opposition: 
But there is no Leader of the House today.) 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Hut, Sir, any member 
may move a resolution of condolence, and I may be permitted to move 

Khan Sahib Mauiwi WAHIDU2ZAMAN: Sir, they are making capital 
out of the death of one of our colleagues 

Mr PRESIDENT: Mr. Moholunahish, 1 hope you realise the solemnity 
of the' occasion We should not depart from the convention that when a 
sittinK member of the House passes away, lli<- resolution is inoved by the 
Leader of the House and the members associate themselves with the resolu- 
tion: that has been the invariable convention. 


Mr SACHINDRA NARAYAH SAHYAL; But does he continue to be 
the Le'ader of the House-' He has ceased to he the Leader of the Ifouse. 


Mr PRESIDENT; I am quite aware of the fact that certain incidents 
have happened elsewhere; but the proceedings of this House have got 
nothing to do with them. AVe are not supposed to refer to thenri nor are 
we supposed to take any notice of them till the matter js brought to the 
notice of the Chair formally by a Gazette notifaeation. A ou know the rules 
that when a Ministry resigns, the resi^ation is also gazetted similar to 
the notification usual on the occasion of its appointment and the copy of 
the notification is communicated to the Chair. 


Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: If the Ministry does not 

resign? 
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CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION. 


[29th March, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have stated what the usual practice is and 1 
hope that you would not try to create a new precedent on an occasion like 
this. Yes, Khan Bahadur. 


Condolence Resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, it is my melancholy duty to rise to move a resolution condoling the 
death of one of our sitting members, Haii Yakub Sattar, who died. yester- 
day evening. Sir, it is yery regrettable that we have to lose so many 
of our sitting members in such quick succession; but wc must bow down 
to the Divine Will, Haji Sahib came of a rich business family and on 
account of his amiable disposition and jovial temperament with a heart 
full of sympathies for the suftering humanity, he was loved by all. May 
his soul rest in peace ! 

I would now like to read the resolution and I hope it will be accepted 
in the House unanimously: 

This Council places on record its deep sense of sorrow at the sad demise 
of one of its sitting members Yakub Haji Abdus Sattar, who was a man 
of amiable dis])ositi()n and jovial temperament with a heart full of 
sympathies for the suffering humanity. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, 1 associate myself with the 
resolution of condolence moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzainuddin 
Hosaiii, the former Leader of the House. It is really true. Sir, that death 
has been taking a heavy toll from this House. Haji Sahib came from a 
well-known business family of Calcutta. He was very amiable in his 
inann(‘rs and his conduct towards all his colleagues was courteous. I, on 
behalf of my Party and on behalf of the entire O])position, beg to asso- 
<*iatc myself with the resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
uddin Hosain. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Sir, 1 associate myself with the resolu- 
tion. My acquaintance with Mr. Sattar was comparatively short and 1 
admired his pleasant manners and his cheerfulness in his recent affliction. 
1 was extremely sorry to see him looking so ill when the session started, 
but 1 thought after a week or so, he was looking a bit better. We mourn 
his loss and join in a message of condolence to his relations. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to associate myself with the resolution 
80 ably moved by the Leader of the House. Mr. Sattar comes from a 
family which has done good service to the cause of humanity. He was a 
gentleman to the core. He had taken leading part in public and humani- 
tarian activities in Bengal. We never thought that we were losing him 
80 suddenly and unexpectedly. He was a great asset to this House. We 
greatly mourn his loss and we convey our condolences to the members of 
the bereaved family. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is wdth a heavy heart that the Chair associates 
itself wdth the resolution that has been 3 U 8 t moved. Haji Yakub Abdus 
Sattar was a generous-hearted and public-spirited gentleman. He had a 
big social position and a position in the commercial life of Calcutta. Of 
late, we have lost several of our sitting members and I greatly regret the 
loss' of another member. I believe it is the desire of the House that a 
message of condolence should be sent to the members of the bereaved 
family. 

(The condolence resolution was then carried tVf nil the members rieiiig 
in their places.) 



1945.] 


ADJOUENMENT. 


3 ^ 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Sir^ with regard to the 
guestion of the fixing of date of my adjournment motion, I would like to 
make a few submissions. Sir, I am extremely grateful to you for having 
accommodated me by fixing the date for discussion of my adjournment 
motion to suit my convenience; but it is npt necessary for me to move 
this adjournment motion any more, becaU v* as a result of yesterday’s 
voting by the majority of the Lower H«'use, the Government has been 
defeated, and there is no Government now in Bengal constilutionally. 
The object of my adjournment motion was to censure Government, but 
since constitutionally there is no Government in otlice now, I do not propose 
to move my adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
1-30 p.m., on Tuesday. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m., on Tuesday, the 3rd April, 
1945.* 


*Notc. “There were no further meotingH and the FiiNt J^esnion of 194o tOnniiiat<c<l with the 
prorogation of the Bengal LegiHlative Council with effect from midnight of Hie tloth «iay of 
March, 1945, vide Notilication No. tt04 A.R., dated the .30th March, 1945, pulilishod m ftu 
extraordinary isaiie of the CdlcuUa Gazette, dated the 31«t March, 1945. 



MEMBERS ABSENT. 


29th Makch, 1945.] 


Members Absent. 

The followinif members were absent from the meeting held on the 29tli 
March, 1945: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C. I>atta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(8) Mr. J. S. Graham. 

(9) Mr. M. R, Jaipuria. 

(10) Mr. H. Kabir. 

(11) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(13) Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

(14) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(15) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. B. C. Mukherjee. 

(17) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(18) I>r. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Mr. B, K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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